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By Phillip Williams
A former Harmony ISD teacher 

who is past president of the 
school’s band booster club has 
been indicted and arrested on 
felony charges that she stole 
$27,000 from the club over a 
three-year period, the Upshur 
County Sheriff ’s Office said 
Friday.

Accompanied by her attorney, 
Kristen Denson, 45, of Gilmer, 
turned herself in Monday (Dec. 
23) to the sheriff ’s office in 
Gilmer, and was released that 
day on bonds totaling $30,000, 
said sheriff’s Chief Deputy David 
Hazel. They included $10,000 
on a charge of misapplication 
of fiduciary property, a charge 
related to her having been club 
president, and $20,000 on a 
charge of theft by public servant, 
a charge related to her position as 
a teacher, authorities said.

Denson had become a teacher 
at the rural Union Hill School 
in Upshur County, where her 
husband John Denson is high 
school principal, and was placed 
on administrative leave two or 
three months ago, Union Hill 
ISD board president James Parker 
confirmed Friday.

Former Harmony 
teacher charged 
with taking Band 

Booster $$$$

Gladewater City Manager Ricky Tow and Mayor JD Shipp shared 
with The Mirror their thoughts on the state of the city as we emerge 
into the dawn of 2020. 

By JD Shipp & Ricky Tow
We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday spent with family and 

friends�  The new year is now upon us and we reÀect on this passing 
year.   

 The city’s infrastructure continues to be a story of both struggles 
and successes.  As we upgrade our services within town so are other 

outside service providers.  Within a period of 
two weeks around Thanksgiving, we had to 
issue two boil water notices.  There were four 
major leaks within that time-frame:  One due 
to aged infrastructure and three as a result of 
contractors.  Of the three contractors, one was 
performing a water line upgrade for the city and 
the other two were in the process of installing 
new lines for the services they provide.   We had 
one water tower in operation and the other was 
undergoing the final stages of rehabilitation.  
This was the perfect storm for our public works 
department but, fortunately, we have a great 
crew of men and women that were ready and 
willing to work around the clock to resolve 
the issues.   They are no doubt unsung heroes 
within our community! 

 We all endured the headaches and 
inconveniences associated with these issues, 
however, this is the unfortunate side of progress 
for a community with aged and unmarked 
infrastructure.   The contractors associated with 
ruptured lines were upgrading their services 

to provide faster internet and another a new option for this service.   
The contractor associated with the city was installing a new section 
of transmission line from the water plant to the city’s water towers.  
As mentioned earlier, the Gay Avenue water tower is in the process of 
being rehabilitated.  A process we will not have to perform again for 
several years but necessary work to provide quality water.   There has 
also been approximately 6500 ft in water line and 500 ft in sewer line 
replacement occurring in various areas around the city.  The intake 
structure at the water plant is an upcoming project for 2020.   We will 
also see sewer plant upgrades take place in 2020 as well.  Gladewater 
continues to hold a Superior Water System rating by the TCEQ. 

 The police and fire departments continue to excel in both 
professionalism and performance.  We are incredibly lucky to have 
Police Chief Gordon Freeman and Fire Chief Cory Crowell.   Both 
departments are now fully staffed.  Chief Freeman took over a 
struggling department that was extremely understaffed.  We certainly 
appreciate the support and staffing provided by our great neighbor, 
the City of White Oak, in the interim period.  Upon his hiring, Chief 
Freeman brought in a tenured staff to serve our community.  He has 
rebuilt and restructured the department to become one of the best 
police departments in less than a year.  The department was awarded 
a grant for a new police vehicle in that same time-frame.  Fire Chief 
Crowell endured a similar rebuilding effort the year prior to lead 
us to having one of the best fire departments.  He has emphasized 
training not only for his staff but has hosted training seminars 
with surrounding departments and worked with local businesses 
on emergency preparedness.  He has updated equipment through 

Gregg County sheriff’s deputies 
and Gladewater Police captured 
a 34-year-old jail escapee on US 

271 Friday 
m o r n i n g 
a f t e r 
s e a r c h i n g 
f o r  t h e 
escapee all 
night long.

J a c e 
L a w s ,  o f 
Gladewater, 
was located 
at 9:36 a.m 

inside Smith County and was 
transported by the Gregg County 
Sheriff’s Office from the scene 
to the Smith County Courthouse 
where he was arraigned by Judge 
Christi Kennedy of the 114th 
District Court who set Laws’ 
bond at $1 million for the charge 
of “Escape While in Custody.” 

Laws was returned to the 
Gregg County Jail where is to be 
held awaiting trial.

“The good thing is that no one 
was killed, no one was hurt and 
the suspect is back in custody,” 
Gladewater Police Chief  Gordon 
Freeman told the Mirror Friday 
shortly after Laws was captured.

According to a Gregg County 
Sheriff’s Office press release 
“the timely apprehension of 
inmate Jace Laws once the 
escape was discovered was due 
to the tremendous teamwork 
and assistance provided by the 
following agencies:

White Oak Police Department, 
Gladewater Police Department 
, Longview Police Department, 
Longview Fire Department, 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office, 
Marion County Game Warden, 
Texas DPS, Texas Rangers and 
USMS Tyler Task Force.”

Laws reportedly carved out 
portions of the brick in the Gregg 
County South Jail in Longview, 
gaining access to the building 
infrastructure and making his 
way to the exterior of the Gregg 
County Courthouse.

Laws was being held in the 
Gregg County Jail after being 
sentenced on two accounts of 
assault on a Longview police 
officer in the 188th District Court 
totaling 70 years. 

Gregg County Sheriff Maxey 
Cerliano in a public statement said 
officers believe Laws had outside 
assistance in moving around the 
area and the matter was still under 
investigation. Before the focus 
shifted to Gladewater, Cerliano 
said Marion County was the 
center of attention.

Jail escapee
captured in
Gladewater

Mayor,  City Manager look  
back  at 2 0 1 9 ’ s ups and downs
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By Jim Bardwell
Anyone having business with 

the justice of the peace office 
in Gladewater will soon find an 
empty office.

Effective Feb. 4th the offices 
of Justice of the Peace, Pct. 3, 
of Gregg County will be con-
solidated with the Kilgore office 
located at 622 Kay Street.

“This move will cease the 
duplication of services and effi-
ciently serve Gregg County citi-
zens,” Talyna Carlson, Justice of 
the Peace, Pct 3, told the Mirror 
last week in an email.

In Texas, the justice of the 
peace presides over the justice 
court in cases involving misde-
meanors, small civil disputes, 
landlord/tenant disputes and 
more. They also conduct in-
quests and may perform mar-
riage ceremonies.

The move caught many off 
guard, since the plans to relocate 
the Gladewater office were not 
made publicly known except for 
a sign posted at the Gladewater 
office.

Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp, 
when contacted by the Mirror 
about the move, said he was not 
made aware of the decision to 
relocate the Gladewater office. 
Other members of the Glade-
water business community who 
do business with the Precinct 3 
JP Office said they were caught 
off guard, as well.  And they ex-
pressed concern about the lack 
of notice of the move and why 
local  government officials were 
not given a chance to offer input 
into the decision.

Gary Boyd, Gregg County 
Commissioner Precinct 3,  said 
the decision to move was Judge 
Carlson’s to make and it was his 
understanding the judge’s work-
load was heavier in Kilgore than 
in Gladewater. He said the idea 

-33 office 
moving to 

Kilgore

Gene Hodges performed country music standards in the 
new Gladewater Rodeo museum wing at Saturday’s 1ight 
at the Museum. The Weatherford performer is well-known 
to Gladewater Opry audience members. (See more photos 
inside)               Photo By Suzanne Bardwell 
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City holding the 
line on expenses

   By Jim Bardwell
The City of Gladewater’s expenses are running on target, accord-

ing to city manager Ricky Tow, who gave the council a quarterly 
update at Thursday’s regular meeting.

Tow and various department heads gave the council progress re-
ports and when all was said and done the city’s expenses are under 
25-percent at the end of the first quarter of the fiscal year which runs 
from October-December. The council asked Tow to submit quarterly 
progress reports after this past summer’s grueling budget process 
which saw deep cuts in all departments and even the elimination of 
the Main Street manager’s position.

Reports were presented from City Hall/Finance, Code Enforce-
ment, Fire Department, Library, Police Department and Public 
Works/Streets/Water/Wastewater.

In other business, the city council approved a joint election agree-
ment with Kilgore Junior College and Gladewater Independent 
School District, and they approved an ordinance to order city officer 
elections for May 4, 2019. Council members Elijah “Sonny” Ander-
son, Dennis Robertson and Nick Foster are up for re-election and 
the seat held by Quyen Tong, who was appointed to fill J.D. Shipp’s 
term after he became mayor, is also up for grabs. 

The council discussed the ball park and suggested repairs need-
ed from the Gladewater Ball Park Advisory Board. The council ap-
proved allowing: 


 All banner sponsorships will go to the association. The city pre-
viously got a small percentage - a total of $200 last year. 

* The parking lot will be striped free of charge thanks to a gener-
ous volunteer with the association. 

But the council tabled approving needed dirt work at home plate 
and pitching mound at three fields. According to Tracy Griffin, 
chairman of the Ball Park Advisory Board, the dirt mounds are too 
low and the fields retain water - making the fields unplayable. Griffin 
said 30 games had to be canceled last season due to field conditions.

“Everyone knows it (ball fields) wasn’t done correctly,” Griffin 
told the council. “But we appreciate having the field.”

The council was given a $110,000 bid proposal to fix all the prob-
lems with the city’s ballpark. The city doesn’t have extra funds for 
such repairs, so they plan to look at how the city and the Ball Park 
Advisory Board can work together to fix what areas they can afford 
and seek dirty donations and volunteer man-hours. 

The $2.4 million ball park has been a bone of contention every 
since the previous city council voted to incur the debt without taking 
it to the voters for approval. Plus the city has had to regularly sink 
more money into the fields to correct several deficiencies that were 
allowed to pass final approval.

UGISD has new AD

GISD Board 
extends Clark’s 
contract to ‘22

By Suzanne Bardwell
In a brief school board 

meeting Jan. 14, GISD 
Trustees conducted the annual 
superintendent evaluation of 
Sedric Clark and added an 
additional year to his 3-year 
contract which extends to 2022.

“Mr. Clark continues to be 
a student first leader for our 
district,” board president Jon 
Keller said. “The board is pleased 
with his progress and growth at 
GISD. We look forward to the 
future as he continues to lead the 
district.”

In other business trustees 
approved the order of a May 4 
school board trustee election that 
will be held jointly with the city. 
Board members whose terms are 
up as of May 4 are Ross Morgan 
Place 1, Rickie Blackmon Place 
2 and Garth Cockerell Place 3. 

Superintendent Sedric Clark 
opened the meeting held in the 
GHS Library with the reading of 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s proclamation 
celebrating January as School 
Board Appreciation month and 
thanked the trustees for their 
dedicated service to the district.

Clark also gave an update for 
football turf requests for quotes 
with information responses to be 
presented to the Feb. 11 meeting. 
Asst. Supt. Dr. Cliff Lightfoot 

CO1TI1UED O1 PAGE 3
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Scotty Laymance is the new AD/head football coach at Union 
Grove I.S.D., hired last Friday at a special school board meet-
ring. He has been with the district since 2014 and has 14 years 
of experience - having coached in Ore City, New Boston and 
Spring Hill. 

He has been a coordinator on both sides of the ball and he 
has coached basketball, baseball, football and served as head 
girls and boys track coach. He has a wealth of experience and 
has contributed to the success Union Grove has had in football, 
baseball and other programs.

He takes over from AD/head football coach Roger Adams. 
UGISD board member Jody Day 
welcomes Scotty Laymance. 

Lunar Spectacle

G/ADEWATER ISD SCHOO/ BOARD U1IO1 GROVE ISD SCHOO/ BOARD

Gladewater Mayor Pro-Tem EliMah Anderson read a proclamation in honor of Dr. Mar-
tin /uther King Jr. Day following a march from downtown to 1ew Hope Bapist Church.

City Net Payment 
This Period

Comparable Payment 
Prior Year

%
Change

2018 Payments
To date

%
Change

2019 Payments
To date

GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000%  $4,544.19  $3,752.93  21.08% $8,101.68  $7,345.41  10.29%
Easton  1.000%  $1,874.10  $2,039.32  -8.10% $2,705.93  $4,885.77  -44.61%
Gladewater 1.500%  $102,687.28 $99,585.26 3.11% $174,815.41 $170,364.79 2.61%
Kilgore  1.500%  $980,061.17 $730,731.86 34.12% $1,742,764.43 $1,609,560.90 8.27%
Lakeport  1.500%  $17,470.64 $14,081.78 24.06% $30,803.40 $26,349.67 16.90%
Longview  1.500%  $3,562,214.14 $3,342,144.57 6.58% $6,186,953.91 $5,932,262.07 4.29%
Warren City 1.000%  $1,498.95  $941.21  59.25% $4,472.58  $1,777.58  151.61%
White Oak  1.500%  $98,028.82 $77,178.83 27.01% $183,361.45 $131,444.06 39.49%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $24,424.35 $44,238.55 -44.78% $40,013.04 $61,094.43 -34.50%
East Mountain 1.000% $2,689.99 $2,217.07 21.33% $4,677.35 $4,089.44 14.37%
Gilmer 1.500% $180,494.33 $171,141.06 5.46% $333,763.63 $309,095.81 7.98%
Ore City 1.500% $17,138.63 $14,491.29 18.26% $31,158.84 $28,788.11 8.23%
Union Grove 1.000% $699.74 $700.57 -0.11% $976.47 $1,107.26 -11.81%

By Jim Bardwell
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, counties, 

transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $953.9 million in local sales tax 
allocations for February, 4.6 percent more than in February 2018.

These allocations are based on sales made in December by businesses that report 
tax monthly� October, November and December sales by quarterly filers� and 2018 
sales by businesses that report tax annually.

Gladewater’s local monthly sales tax revenue continued to run in the black, 
improving from 1.90-percent last month to 3.11-percent this reporting month - 
$102,687.28 compared to $99,585.26. 

For the year, Gladewater is 2.61-percent ahead of last year - $174,815.41 
compared to $170,364.79. 

White Oak’s local sales tax revenue also increased by 27.01-percent, $98,028.82 
compared to $77,178.83, while Warren City posted an 59.25-percent increase - 
$1,498.95 compared to $941.21. Clarksville City was up 21.08-perent - $4,544.19 
compared to $3,752.93.

Sales tax revenue up
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News You Can Use 
Anywhere You Want It!

Sheila Faggans
If you could change some 
things about the greater 
Gladewater area what would it 
be?
“More businesses so we don’t 
have to travel out of the city to 
eat or shop and improve the 
cleanliness of the city.”
What advice would you give 
young people today for their 
future?
“Know your vision and keep 
pressing toward your goals.”
What does being an American 
mean to you?
“We have the ability to live freely 
and express ourselves openly.”
What do you consider your 
three most important values?
“Honesty, treating people with 
respect and faith.”
Do you think Dr. King’s 
´DreaPµ has Eeen fulfilled"
“No, as a country and mankind 
we still have work to do.”Continued on page 2

Sheila Faggans’ Caring Heart
By Suzanne Bardwell

Shelia Faggans has a caring heart that has made a 
difference in the lives of many. The driving force behind 
Caring Hearts of Gladewater, Faggans works hard at 
creating events that include an annual October 5K run/
walk at Lake Gladewater, a silent auction and more to raise 
money to support cancer patients’ needs.

Aptly she says that her motto or slogan that she lives by is 
“you have not because you ask not”. But Faggans’ doesn’t 
just ask, she works to make things happen.

Rain, cold or sunshine, when the Caring Hearts events 
roll around Shelia Faggans is front and center ensuring 
their success. She is also an active and involved citizen 
of Gladewater serving on the Planning and Zoning board 
member for almost 25 years, as well as an active member 
of the Gladewater Garden Club where she often serves as 
a hostess, as well as organizing plant giveaways and other 
club activities.

The hard-working Faggans is not just community oriented 
but also family oriented and a proud mother of Nick, Nicole 
and son-in-love Haven. She is also a proud grandmother of 
Kaiden, Haven Jr., Kyron, Taylor, Nikki Ray, Simone and 

GISD board moves forward 
with various improvements
Updates on the GISD Administration’s move to the old Broadway 

Elementary campus as well as a review of football turf replacement 
needs was discussed at last week’s board meeting by Superintendent 
Sedric Clark.

“We are making progress on the Broadway conversion project,” 
Clark said. “We hope to have the project completed by the beginning 
of the 2019-2020 school year. We are also moving forward with 
plans to replace turf on the football field.”

Supt. Clark is seeking bids which will be brought to the board 
within the next couple of months.

Resignations accepted by the board included: Weldon Elementary 
teachers Caitlyn Odum, Allison Taylor and Judith Wilbanks; as well 
as GMS Social Studies teacher/coach Jay Terry. Contracts were 
approved for Juliandra Gladden Gladewater Primary School Head 
Start Teacher and Mary Tilman as a fourth grade teacher at Weldon 
Elementary School.

Two contested council 
races on May 4 ballot
GISD incumbents not challenged

By Ellis Hayden
The high school football 

season for the Gladewater Bears 
is over, but more post season 
awards to four of the Bears’ 
player last week.  

Eligia Carter, Tristan Seahorn, 
Rashaud Johnson and Danny 
Badger were selected to the Colin 
Street Bakery 2018-19 Texas 
Sports Writers Association Class 
3A All-State Football Team.  

These four young men were 
a large part of the Gladewater 
Bears’ 11-2 season that included 
the District 8-3A championship, 
Region II bi-district and area 
championships and reaching the 
Regional Quarter-finals. 

The Bears’ sensational 
sophomore running back, 
Eligia Carter earned First Team 

Carter, Seahorn, Johnson, Badger earn All-State Football Honors
All-State recognition for his 
2,606 yards rushing and 24 
touchdowns on the season.  He 
averaged 200 yards per game 
and 10 yards per carry.  

Against Eustace in the area 
round of the playoffs, Carter 
rushed for 290 yards and scored 
five touchdowns.  Carter, also, 
earned First Team honors on the 
Associated Press Sports’ Editors 
Class 3A All State Team.

Senior Tristan Seahorn was 
named to the Second Team 
All-State Team as an offensive 
lineman.  He anchored the 
Bears’ offensive line as a three 
year starter.  He graded out a 
97% and had 52 knockdowns.  
He allowed sacks throughout the 
2018 football season.  He also 
received APSW 2018 Class 3A 

All State Honors as a first team 
offensive lineman. 

Senior Rashaud Johnson and 
senior Danny Badger received 
Honorable Mention recognition 
on the TSWA Class 3A All State 
Team as linebackers.  Johnson, 

who was named the District 
8-3A’s Most Valuable Player 
contributed both defensively 
and offensively for the Bears in 
2018.  He led the team in tackles 
with 110 including 28 tackles 
for loss.  He also had 4 sacks 

and an interception to his credit.  
Offensively, Johnson was a short 
yardage specialist with 254 
yards rushing on 45 carries with 
8 touchdowns and 2 two point 
conversions.

Badger was a beast from his 

outside linebacker position.  He 
posted 86 tackles on the season 
with 18 being tackles for loss.  
He had 6 quarterback sacks, 
3 caused fumbles, 2 fumble 
recoveries, 4 pass break-ups and 
a tackle for a safety.

ELIGIA CARTER TRISTAN SEAHORN RASHAUD JOHNSON DANNY BADGER 

The race is set for the May 4 municipal election - with two con-
tested races and two incumbents unopposed for the Gladewater City 
Council. The deadline to signup was Friday.

Those running unopposed include: Nick Foster – Place 4 and Eli-
jah Anderson – Place 5.

In the contested races, Place 6 incumbent Dennis Robertson will 
face Karla Byrd, and in the race for the Place 7 seat former city coun-
cilman Scott Owens will face Kevin Clark.

Current Place 7 councilman Quyen Tong, who was appointed to 
fill Mayor J.D. Shipp’s unexpired term, told the Gladewater Mirror 
he chose to not run for his council seat. He said his work responsi-
bilities would not allow him to devote the time he felt was needed to 
properly represent the citizens of Gladewater.

In the race for Gladewater ISD school board, all three incumbents: 
Position 1 - Ross Morgan, Position 2 - Rickie Blackmon and Po-
sition 3 - Garth Cockerell - are unopposed in the May 4 election. 
Under Texas law the school district will not be required to hold an 
election, thus saving taxpayers the election expense.

The Gladewater Mirror will host a “Candidate’s Forum” prior to 
early voting so voters can meet the candidates and ask questions.

ROBERTSON BYRD OWENS CLARK

Visitors enjoyed Mrs. 
/ee’s Daffodil Garden on 
an overcast Presidents’ 
Day. The 816 acre tract 
of land hosts millions of 
daffodils scattered over 
28 acres. Mother Nature 
determines when and 
how long the garden is 
open to the public. It is 
open now seven days a 
week from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. For road conditions 
and predicted blooming 
schedule, contact the 
gardens directly at 903-
845-5780.  

Photos By 
Suzanne Bardwell

Proud sponsor of Black History Month
895 E Broadway Ave, Gladewater

(903) 374-2533
www.bankatcnb.bank

Carrington.
So proud in fact that when asked what 
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$57,000 in 
stolen items 
recovered, 

man arrested
Gladewater Police Chief Gor-

don Freeman and his officers 
had a good day Friday and so did 
many people who had fallen vic-
tim to theives.

“We had a good day today,” 
Freeman told the Gladewater 
Mirror after police recovered 
more than $57,000 in stolen 
items and arrested a man they 
believe was responsible.  “And it 
was a good day for the people of 
Gladewater.”

According to a GPD press 
release, on Friday, March 29, 
2019 at approximately 9 a.m., 
officer Ka’Darriaus Sanders was 
inspecting a small utility trailer 
that fit the description of one 
previously reported stolen to the 
Gladewater Police Department.

Officer Sanders phoned Sgt. 
Jason Brannon who responded 
to assist. Upon his arrival, Sgt. 
Brannon observed an enclosed 
cargo trailer that he recognized 
as being reported stolen recent-
ly. Officer Sanders ran the VIN 
number on the cargo trailer and 
confirmed that it had been re-
ported stolen out of Smith Coun-
ty. Continuing the investigation, 
Officer Sanders identified the 
original utility trailer as one sto-
len from a residence in Glade-
water.

East Texas Auto Theft Task 
Force Agent Blake Humber was 
called to assist with locating 
identifying information on the 
vehicles. Also confirmed stolen 
was a 2008 Polaris Ranger side 
by side which was stolen out of 
Smith County. A total of 6 utility 
and assorted trailers were recov-
ered, a smoker pit trailer, and a 
Miller Welding Machine.

Officer Sanders arrested Rich-
ard Blake Duncan, a Gladewater 
resident, on six felony charges. 
The suspect was transported to 

Grand jury finds 
officer’s use of 

deadly force justified
Shooting victim indicted for 
‘assault of a peace officer’

A Gregg County Grand Jury on �ursday absolved former Glade-
water Police O�cer Jacob Lira in his use of deadly force and handed 
down an indictment on Matthew Murchison of Gladewater for As-
sault of a Peace O�cer.

�e o�ense occurred on Nov. 4, 2018, when GPD o�cers were dis-
patched to the 1500 block of N. Main St. in Gladewater in reference 
to a suicidal subject.

Accoring to Gregg County District Attorney Tom Watson, upon 
arrival - O�cers met with the suspect’s father who advised that his 
son was suicidal and under the in�uence of methamphetamine. 
During the initial encounter, Matthew Murchison, 30, �ed from the 
location and O�cer Lira circled around to Florence Street where he 
made contact with Murchison. 

“As O�cer Lira was attempting to get out of his patrol unit, Mur-
chison reached into his waistband and subsequently brought his 
hands out of his waistband and took a shooting position in front of 
O�cer Lira. In response to this split second and immediate threat 
upon his life, O�cer Lira discharged his �rearm striking Murchison 
in his right leg. Murchison continued to advance towards O�cer Lira 
and subsequently bit O�cer Lira, struck O�cer Lira about the face 
and neck and also struck O�cer Lira below his waistline.”

Watson said a�er determining that Murchison was unarmed, O�-
cer Lira reduced the level of force against Murchison in an attempt to 
take him into custody. O�cer Lira attempted to use his taser on Mur-
chison to gain control of the combative subject; however, the taser 
had no e�ect on Murchison. Once Murchison was �nally restrained, 
O�cer Lira immediately requested emergency medical personnel to 
respond to the location to care for Murchison’s non-life threatening 
injuries.

“As with all o�cer-involved shootings, the Texas Rangers were 
contacted and conducted a thorough investigation into the inci-
dent. During the investigation, Matthew Murchison confessed to the 
Rangers that his intent was to commit ‘suicide by cop’. �e Ranger’s 
�ndings were delivered to the o�ce of the Gregg County District At-
torney, which in turn presented the case to the grand jury on March 
28, 2019,: Watson reported.

Watson said the grand jury chose to indict Matthew Murchison 
for the o�ense of “Assault of a Peace O�cer” and unanimously found 
that O�cer Lira’s use of deadly force during this incident was justi-

GEDCO denies city’s request for help with grant, 
leaves city holding the bag - Main Street in jeopardy

By Jim Bardwell
The City of Gladewater’s request for $75,000 from the Gladewa-

ter Economic Development Corporation to help secure a $250,000 
grant for sidewalk, street and waterline repairs on Center Street was 
denied Monday.

Gladewater City Manager Ricky Tow said after the request failed 
to even go to a vote for a lack of second to GEDCO board member 
John Ussery’s motion that he assumedt the city had “total coopera-
tion” from GEDCO for the project.

The city went to GEDCO for financial assistance because it doesn’t 
have the extra funds required for the city’s portion of the Texas Capi-
tal Fund Main Street Sidewalk Improvement Project Grant. GEDCO 
considered the request last week, but after about an hour of discssion 
tabled the matter until Monday.

Mayor JD Shipp, who attended the special GEDCO meeting 
Monday, said he, too, thought GEDCO was on-board, especially 
since GEDCO executive director Robert Johnson was the one who 
brought the grant to the city last year. Shipp told the GEDCO board 
the Center Street project was an infrastructure project, which GED-
CO can help fund. He also took responsibility for the city’s failure 
to gain GEDCO’s formal support sooner. But he said since Johnson 
was involved from the beginning, he assumed Johnson would keep 

GEDCO board members in the loop. 
Shipp said he won’t make that mistake ever again.
The Gladewater City Council voted last Tuesday to proceed with 

the grant under the stipulation GEDCO would fund the required 
$75,000 ($25,000 for the 10-percent match and $50,000 for engi-
neering fees) matching funds. Gladewater scored the second highest 
points of all the cities that applied for the $250,000 grant.

Robert Green, GEDCO board president, said “GEDCO isn’t that 
rich uncle everyone seems to think it is.” 

GEDCO has about $430,000 in reserves, according to Green. 
GEDCO is a taxing entity which is funded by a 1/2-cent  sales tax. It 
is estimated GEDCO takes in about $300,000 annual. 

GEDCO board members Larry Clemens, Marsh Byrd and Charla 
Nash, along with board president Green, questioned why the request 
wasn’t presented to them sooner.

Tow explained to the GEDCO board that the city applied for the 
grant, but didn’t think it would actually get it, so that’s why they 
never approached GEDCO until recently.

Clemens pointed out that GEDCO had helped the city fund the 
city’s ball park to the tune of $100,000 per year for several years, and 
that the city promised not to come back to GEDCO with additional 

Services for former mayor, 
coach Walter Derrick set 

Services for former Gladewater coach and former Gladewater 
mayor Walter Derrick, 88, will be 1 p.m. Saturday at Gladewater 
High School Auditorum. Visitation will be Friday from 1-6 p.m. at 
D	D All Faith Chapel on U.S. 80.

The beloved coach and mentor to generations 
of young Gladewater men died Monday. He was 
born April 8, 1930.

Derrick was a pioneer, breaking down barri-
ers throughout his life. He was Gladewater’s 
first African-American coach and the first black 
member of the Gladewater Round-up Rodeo As-
sociation. After retiring from coaching he con-

tinued working for the  people by serving the citizens of  Gladewater 
for 22 years - first being appointed to the city council to fill a vacan-
cy in 1990, then Derrick was elected Mayor Pro-Tem in 1993.  

He served in that office until 2008 when he was elected Gladewa-
ter’s first African-American mayor, serving two terms in that post.

Derrick graduated as valedictorian of Weldon High School in 
Gladewater, studied at Huston-Tillotson College, Stephen F. Austin 
State University, East Tennessee State University and the University 
of Texas at Tyler. He earned bachelor of arts and master of arts de-
grees from Texas College in Tyler.

“Coach Derrick had a profound inÀuence on my life as a young 
man. He was a father figure to so many of his players and he lived a 
true Christian example in his words and actions,” said Todd Clifton, 
who played for Coach Derrick. “He seldom raised his voice or had 
many words to say during a game, but when he spoke it was some-
thing important to our team. He will continue to live in the hearts of 
many of his Bear players. I truly loved Coach Derrick.”

“Walter was a special man,” said former mayor John Paul Tallent. 
“We served on the city council together and he always did what was 
right for the people of Gladewater.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

By Jim Bardwell
After several tries, the City of 

Gladewater finally has a street 
named after civil rights leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr..

At a special city council meeting 
held on March 26 a public hearing 
was held to discuss changing Mill-
er Street to Dr. MLK Jr. Drive, fol-
lowed by the council approving the 
change.

In other business, the council 
contracted for election services 

with Gregg County, approved a 
tax refund to J C Fort and Imm 
Thomas 	 Natividad, and issued a 
blanket permit to the First Baptist 
Church Gladewater for its 2nd An-
nual Auto, Truck, 	 Cycle Show to 
be held on May 18.

The council also accepted a 
$226,000 bid from PPM Contrac-
tors for the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board (TWDB) Project 
involving backwash ponds Rather 
than haul the material away, PPM 

plans to mix it with cement and use 
it onsite at the wastewater treatment 
plant, saving the city thousands of 
dollars in hauling and disposal fees.

The city got a clean bill of health 
during its financial audit for fiscal 
year 2018.

The city tabled action concern-
ing the assessing and collecting the 
City’s ad valorem taxes and legal 
services.

The Gregg County Tax Office’s 
Gladewater Annex will soon be 

moving to a renovated area of 
Gladewater City Hall. This has 
created a situation that has city 
officials rethinking about using 
Gladewater ISD for handling its 
tax needs. That could save about 
$13,000 annually, but would leave 
current local tax assessor Tercia 
Turner out at city hall. And that has 
many locals upset.

After much discuss on the sub-
ject and stacks of paperwork pre-
sented to council members, coun-

cilman Nick Foster moved that 
the matter be tabled so all the new 
information just received could be 
reviewed.

The city formally accepted an  
amended Paramedic Ambulance 
Agreement between the City of 
Gladewater and CHRISTUS EMS 
freeing the city from its annual 
$90,000 service charge. As re-
ported to months ago CHRISTUS 
EMS has decided to no longer 
charge cities for its service. 

The council approved revised 
“Field Use Agreements” for Glade-
water/Union Grove <outh Baseball 
Association and Gladewater Girls 
Softball Association.

The council also approved the 
proposed Texas Capital Fund Main 
Street Sidewalk Improvement 
Project Grant if the Gladewater 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration would pay the $75,000 in 
matching funds. 

(See story above for details) 

City approves Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive to replace Miller Street

Pictued are some of the $57,000 worth of stolen items recovered by Gladewater police 
last week after receiving a tip that led to an arrest.         Photos by GPD
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KARLA BYRD KEVIN CLARK

And the winners are:
Byrd, Clark win Gladewater city council seats

Woman dies after 
being struck by train
A 36-year-old woman was 

killed Saturday evening after 
being hit by a train in downtown 
Gladewater.

According to Union Pacif-
ic Rail Road officials, at about 
6:50 p.m. a westbound train hit 
Heidi O’Brien near mile post 
103, which is across from Ferry 
Street.

Gladewater Police reported  

O’Brien was spray painting on 
the side of the track when she 
was struck. 

The train’s conductor and 
witnesses at a nearby restaurant 
told police O’Brien looked up at 
the train then continued to spray 
paint the track before being hit.

O’Brien was pronounced dead 
at the scene. Her body was tak-
en to Croley Funeral Home in 
Gladewater.

Union Pacific officials report-
ed no one on the train’s crew was 
injured.

Police closed off the down-
town railroad crossing that cuts 
through Gladewater during the 
initial investigation. 

O’Brien’s death remains un-
der investigation as officials try 
and figure out what caused her 
to be on the tracks and not move 
from the oncoming train.

CITY OF GLADEWATER CITY COUNCIL GENERAL ELECTION
May 4, 2019 UNOFFICIAL TABULATION

CANDIDATE & POSITION MAIL BALLOTS
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ELECTION DAY 
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a Nick D. Foster, Place 4

a Elijah Anderson, Place 5

a Karla Byrd, Place 6

Dennis Robertson, Place 6

a Kevin Clark, Place 7

Scott E. Owens, Place 7

By Jim Bardwell
�e Gladewater City 

Council has two new faces 
following Saturday’s elec-
tion which saw Karla Byrd 
unseat 2-term councilman 
Dennis Robertson and 
Kevin Clark beating former 
councilman Scott Owens.

Byrd wound up with 247 
votes compared to Robert-
son’s 138.

Clark outdistanced Ow-
ens by 215 votes, 302 to 87.

Incumbents Nick Foster 

in Place 4 and Elijah :Son-
ny” Anderson in Place 5 
were unopposed and will 
join Byrd and Clark for two 
year terms.

Asked what he thought 
was the key to his over-
whelming victory, Clark 
said “I love Gladewater. I 
think people respond to 
real caring and commit-
ment; but it’s more than 
just emotional appeal. I 
brought to them an idea, an 
idea predicated on the idea 

that to achieve dreams we 
must plan. �is message, 
create a plan, was relayed by 
family, friends, news outlets 
like yours and social media. 
It is simple and from the 
heart. “

Byrd believes voters 
chose her because “I have 
spent years being involved 
and building a relationship 
with people. �ose that 
have been in my life circle 
the last 20 years have been 

A memorial was created 
near the site where O’Brien 
was killed.

O’Brien was seen spray painting on the railroad tracks 
sMhortly before beging struck by the train. She wrote what  
appears to be a name on the side of the track.

Teachers are some of the most 
important and impactful people 
in our lives. Which is why it is 
fitting that every May we cele-
brate the amazing contributions 
they make with Teacher Appre-
ciation Week (May 6-10) and 
Teacher Appreciation Day (May 
7).

Brainly — the world’s largest 
peer-to-peer learning commu-
nity for students, parents and 
teachers with more than 150 
million users globally— polled 
1,000 Americans to discover 
which states most appreciate the 
amazing impact teachers have 
on students.

It turns out there are tons of 
interesting things we never knew 
about how people feel about 
teachers!

Consider this: 91% of Ameri-
cans have a teacher they remem-
ber having had a large positive 
impact on their lives.  But which 
states stand out the most?

 The Brainly State Teacher 
Appreciation Rankings 

Indiana - 100

Thank a teacher during Teacher Appreciation Week

Mississippi - 100
Nevada - 100
Virginia  - 98
Texas  - 97
Illinois  - 97
Georgia - 96
Michigan - 95
Alabama - 94
Oregon - 93
Connecticut - 93
Here are a few more interest-

ing findings from that survey:
TEACHERS DON’T GET THE 

RECOGNITION THEY DESERVE
* 83% of Americans said that 

teachers don’t get the recogni-
tion they should for the massive 
impact they have on America’s 
youth. In a similar vein, 79% say 
that they aren’t paid enough and 
should be paid more. 

 2/3RDS KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
TEACHERS AFTER GRADUATION
* 62% say that keep in touch 

with their favorite teachers af-
ter leaving school. Maybe it has 
something to do with this other 
datapoint: 53% point to a teach-
er’s passion for the work as the 
most desirable trait in a teacher. 

Gladewater High School 
administrator Becky /an-
ham has been named 
one of three finalists for 
the Association of Texas 
Professional Educators  
Assistant Principal of the 
<ear.           Courtesy Photo

GISD makes 
major admin 

changes
By Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater ISD has an-
nounced several administra-
tive changes for the 2019-2020 
school year. Gladewater Primary 
Principal Amanda Langford has 
been named Weldon Elementary 
School Principal. Langford has 
varied and extensive education-
al experience in addition to her 
six years as Gay Avenue Primary 
Principal. She began her career 
in Mississippi where she taught 
kindergarten, first grade and 
served as a literacy coach under 
the Reading First initiative.

Langford says that teaching 
this impoverished area of the 
country had a profound impact 
on the direction of her career, 
providing the opportunity for 
her to learn that education can 
truly change a community and a 
child’s life.

She completed her Mnaster’s 
degree from Mississippi College 
with an emphasis in dyslexia 
therapy. In 2007 she moved to 
Texas to be closer to her fami-
ly and taught third grade and 
served as a dyslexia therapist at 
Kilgore ISD eventually serving 
as assistant principal of Chandler 
Elementary in Kilgore. In 2013 
she was employed as Gladewa-
ter Primary School Principal 
and has held that position for six 
years.

Current Weldon Elementary 
Principal Darren Richardson 
has been named a district level 
instructional coordinator. One of 
Richardon’s primary responsi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) will con-
duct its 27th annual national food drive this Saturday, May 11.

The Stamp Out Hunger� Food Drive, the country’s largest 
single-day food drive, provides residents with an easy way to 
donate food to those in need.

Customers simply leave their donation of non-perishable food 
items next to their mailbox before the delivery of the mail on 
Saturday, May 11. Letter carriers will collect these donations on 
that day as they deliver mail along their postal routes, and dis-
tribute them to local food banks, pantries, shelters and churches. 
Visit stampouthungerfooddrive.us to learn more.

Last year, letter carriers collected 71.6 million pounds of food 
donations along their postal routes. That brought the total since 
the food drive began in 1993 to more than 1.67 billion pounds.

When you find someone like 
that, you KIT.

ENGLISH TEACHERS TOP THE 
ALL TIME FAVORITE LIST

* Despite forcing us to slog 
through Ethan Frome, 25% of 

Americans say their English 
teachers were their all-time fave. 
This is followed by Math (16%), 
The Arts (15%), Science (14%), 
and History (12%).  
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50th Anniversary of Moon Landing 
Saturday, July 20th

There was a great turnout for July’s “Back to the Bricks” cruise into downtown Glade-
water this past Thursday. There were 23 car enthusiasts who brought out their cool 
rides and showed them off. If you missed the event, make plans to attend next month.  
The event is held the second Thursday of the month on Pacific Street.
Photo by Jim Bardwell

O,T&I hosts Eager Readers Club
By Suzanne Bardwell

Eager Young Readers coordinator Jennifer Lampkin plans adventures related to 
reading for a group of 22 plus area kids. Last Thursday the adventure led the group 
to Gladewater’s O,T&I (Operator, Training & Instruction) big equipment training 
center.

Owner Stuart Sadler and his friendly staff hosted the kids in one of their training 
rooms. To the delight of both kids and parents, the crowd was provided sandwiches, 
chips, cookies and treats. The party favors were Matchbox replicas of the big 
equipment the kids were about to experience first hand. The children were also each 
provided a child-sized bright yellow hard hat as the prepared to try their small hands 
at operating the training equipment.

After Lampkin read two age-appropriate books to the group on heavy equipment, 
a brief safety lesson was delivered before the kiddos enthusiastically hit the training 
ground and learned first hand about front end loaders, crane operation, lifts, big 
trucks with loud, loud horns and so much more.

The hospitable O,T&I folks provided a tent with picnic tables and ice cold water 
Continued on Page 10

APOLLO 11 - Lunar Landing Mission
Apollo 11 was the first manned mission to land on the 

Moon. The first steps by humans on another planetary 
body were taken by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
on July 20, 1969. The astronauts also returned to Earth 
the first samples from another planetary body. Apollo 11 
achieved its primary mission - to perform a manned lu-
nar landing and return the mission safely to Earth - and 
paved the way for the Apollo lunar landing missions to 
follow.

Summary of Events
The Apollo 11 spacecraft was launched from Cape 

Kennedy at 13:32:00 UT on July 16, 1969. After 2 hr and 
33 min in Earth orbit, the S-IVB engine was reignited for 
acceleration of the spacecraft to the velocity required for 
Earth gravity escape.

Lunar-orbit insertion began at 75:50 ground elapsed time 
(GET). The spacecraft was placed in an elliptical orbit (61 
by 169 nautical miles), inclined 1.25 degrees to the lunar 
equatorial plane. At 80:12 GET, the service module propul-
sion system was reignited, and the orbit was made nearly 
circular (66 by 54 nautical miles) above the surface of the 
Moon. Each orbit took two hours. Photographs taken from 
lunar orbit provided broad views for the study of regional 
lunar geology.

The lunar module (LM), with Astronauts Armstrong and 
Aldrin aboard, was undocked from the command-service 
module (CSM) at 100:14 GET, following a thorough check 
of all the LM systems. At 101:36 GET, the LM descent en-
gine was fired for approximately 29 seconds, and the de-

Continued on Page 10

By Phillip Williams
GILMER--Upshur County 

Commissioners Court on Mon-
day approved three construction 
contracts for a project of the 
Union Grove Water Supply Cor-
poration.

The project, funded by an 
approximately $350,000 grant 
from the Texas Department of 
Agriculture, involves providing 
water to about 25 additional cus-
tomers on Bobolink and Seagull 
Roads, said David Beavers, the 
corporation’s general manager 
who was unable to attend Mon-
day’s meeting of the court. 

After the meeting, Beavers 
said the corporation hoped to 
start the project by mid-August 
and finish it by next spring, con-
tingent on weather conditions.

The approved contracts, rec-
ommended by a selection com-
mittee which included Precinct 
1 County Commissioner Paula 
Gentry, included $4,194 to Un-
derground Utility Supply for 
meters, $140,501.34 to Hayes 
Pipe Supply Inc. for materials 
for water mains and $111,656 
to Jeff Wilson Boring for labor 
only on road bores.

In other business Monday, 
the court opened proposals 
from three firms vying to be the 
third-party administrator for the 
county’s health insurance plan, 
and referred them for study to a 
Tyler consulting firm. 

The administrator pays bills to 
Continued on Page 6

Court aproves 
Union Grove 
Water Supply 

contracts

G)D finally 
gets JAWS,
council digs 
into budget 

By Suzanne Bardwell
The financial issues facing the 

city were on the table last Thurs-
day in a special city council ses-
sion and budget workshop. With 
only two action items on the 
agenda the almost two and a half 
hour meeting was focused on 
building the budget after hearing 
from departments. 

Mayor JD Shipp called to 
close the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
and called for a second work-
shop session to finish hearing 
from departments and address-
ing council questions to depart-
ment heads before a final budget 
is adopted.

New Councilwoman Karla 
Byrd questioned the fire depart-
ment budget request for salary 
increases and asked why longev-
ity and retention was important. 
She also noted that most towns 
the size of Gladewater have a 
volunteer fire department but 
went on to say her family had 
been a victim of a volunteer 
department when their home 
burned when she was young.

“Every firefighter who leaves, 
leaves a gap that takes six months 
to fill,” Fire Chief Cory Crowell 
said referring to training require-
ments of rookie firefighters.

Gladewater has become a 
training ground for rookies who 
leave for higher paying jobs in 
nearby towns after reaching their 
professional experience qualifi-
cations.

Part-time firefighter Jake Gar-
land said that the number one 

Continued on Page 6

GISD trustee steps down
By Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater ISD Trustee Jamie Cook resigned her position Mon-
day night because of family considerations. The board will fill the 
spot by appointment. 

“It truly has been a pleasure to have you on the board,” president 
Jon Keller said. “We hope we can lure you 
back to the classroom in the future. We un-
derstand and appreciate your service.”

The board accepted Cook’s resignation 
5-0 with George Glenn absent. The board 
will accept applications for the open posi-
tion through Monday, July 22. Forms may 
be downloaded from the GISD website or 
picked up at the Broadway campus admin 
building.

Trustees approved granting Supt. Sedric 
Clark approval to expend up to $390,000 

from the fund balance for renovation and facility maintenance at the 
Broadway Administration site as well as up to $485,000 for the re-
placement of the artificial turf at Jack V. Murphy Stadium.

The board approved a 4-year lease agreement with Apple for 
replacement of staff computers at $63,000 per year. According to 
Technology Director Avon Bateman the contract will consist of a 
five year refresh plan that includes teacher laptop and desktop re-
placements.

Continued on Page 9
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Cathy Phillips Shipp, Jim Hugman and Sam Griffith will be hon-
ored as “Outstanding Gladewater Alumni” at the 2019 All-School 
Reunion to be held on Saturday, Sept. 28, at the Gladewater Former 
Students Association building and hosted by the GHS 50th Reunion 
Class of 1969.  Each year distinguished former Gladewater High 
School graduates are selected by a nominating committee for this 
coveted honor based on their achievements and contributions to their 
communities. 

This year’s distinguished honorees include:

Cathy Phillips Shipp
Cathy received a B.S. in Education from Stephen F. Austin in 1969 

followed by a Masters’ Degree in 1976 from East Texas State (now 
known as Texas A	M, Commerce). 

She retired from Pine Tree ISD in 2012 after 39 years of service� 
the last 8 years of which she served as the first Executive Direc-
tor of the Pine Tree Education Foundation 	 Alumni Community, a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization. Under Cathy’s administrative lead-
ership and with the support of community members, the organization 
received its non-profit designation in 2003 and immediately began 
operating on donations from individuals, businesses, and civic orga-
nizations.

Endowment plans were created with the establishment of the Gen-
eral Endowment Fund as well as the Named Endowment Funds with 
Donor Recognition. Several teacher recognition award programs 
were initiated, such as, the Grants to Teachers Awards and the annual 
Beacon Awards (presented to student-nominated district employees 
who have made a life-changing impression on a student). 

Also, during her tenure as Executive director, Cathy managed 

Shipp, Hugman and 
Griffith naPed G)SA 
¶2ustanding AluPni· 

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Precinct 3 Commissioner Frank Berka an-

nounced Monday he will not seek re-election to a third term 
in 2020.

In a press release, Berka said his “campaign slogan was 
‘Strictly Business’ and that most all of his promises and goals 
have been met during his two terms. He hopes the new court 
will continue serving with a conservative mantra.”

Berka, 73, took office Jan. 1, 2013, after ousting incumbent 
Lloyd Crabtree in the 2012 Republican primary and winning 
that year’s November general election with no Democratic op-
ponent. He was re-elected in 2016, defeating Haskell Dean in 
the GOP primary and again facing no opposition in that year’s 
November general election.

After issuing the news release, Berka, a veteran auto dealer, 
said he will remain active in his Gilmer business, Henson-Ber-
ka Auto Sales, and that he and his wife are currently building 

Commissioner Berka not 
seeking another term

Continued on Page 8

Michelle Teve was crowned homecoming Tueen at Friday’s pre-game activities in Jack V. Murphy Stadium. Teve also 
represented Gladewater in the Miss Gregg County Pageant held recently.             Photo by Chris Jones

Bear Football Beau �31 Malachi Pipkin and Football Sweetheart 
Graciosos Hart were honored at homecoming. Hart was 
escorted by �18 Trey Samuels.      Courtesy Photo

Gladewater drum maMor and Band Beau Chris 
Houston along with Band Sweetheart /ily Cahal were 
honored at Friday’s homecoming.    Courtesy Photo

By Suzanne Bardwell
What appeared to be a routine 

Gladewater Economic Devel-
opment Corporation meeting 
turned into verbal sparring be-
tween GEDCO president Robert 
Green and board member John 
Ussery over budget procedures 
and the fiscal audit report by 
GEDCO CPA Karen Jacks.

G(D&2·s Green� 8ssery sTuare off over Eudget Pethod
Green, said that Jacks report-

ed that “the method the board 
has been using was one that was 
commonly accepted for policy 
setting boards”.

Green stated that Jacks said 
there was nothing wrong with 
the current method or with the 
method Ussery had recommend-
ed the board change to. Ussery 

is a certified public accountant 
who owns his own firm.

Green, said the method GED-
CO was using was so “the aver-
age board member who doesn’t 
have CPA behind their name can 
understand”. Green said that he 
had to look out for the best inter-
ests of the board.

“We all have to look out for 

the best interests of the board,” 
Ussery said. “I am not going to 
vote for or support it (current 
budget method). If this is what 
we are going to give to the city 
it is not a true picture of our in-
come and our expenditures, it’s 
not.”

Green said he had been on the 
board three years and that this 

was the first time Ussery had 
“said anything about” the budget 
method being used.

“I guess it’s just like going to 
a doctor and they give you dif-
ferent«because Karen Jacks 
also has CPA behind her name,” 
Green said. “Karen Jacks said 
she would be happy to meet with 
you.”

Ussery said that he did not 
want to give Jacks billable hours 
to have a discussion of the bud-
get method that has been used.

“I am telling you the correct 
financial way to report to the 
city,” Ussery said. 

Ussery said the issue was that 
the city council had asked for a 

Continued on Page 10

GHS HOMECOMING ROYALTY

CATH< SHIPP JIM HUGMA1 SAM GRIFFITH
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Recycling @ City Hall 
Oct. 9, 8 a.m.-Noon

Continued on Page 7

GPD Sgt. Shane Guthrie instructs fifth grader Isaac Reed of Whitehouse in gun safety 
and target shooting at Saturday’s annual POWER I1C Adaptive Sportsfest at /ake 
Gladewater for disabled children, adults and their families.  Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Cathy Phillips Shipp, Jim 
Hugman and Sam Griffith were 
honored Saturday as “Outstand-
ing Gladewater Alumni” at the 
2019 All-School Reunion held at 
the Gladewater Former Students 
Association building and hosted 
by the GHS 50th Reunion Class 
of 1969. 

Each year distinguished for-
mer Gladewater High School 
graduates was selected by a 
nominating committee for this 
coveted honor based on their 
achievements and contributions 
to their communities. 

Dale Lange, Class of ‘69, 
was presented with the coveted 
“Grizzly Award” at the annual 
reunion.

Abernathy seeking 
commissioner’s seat

The Manna House community ministry is in dire need 
of donations at this time. Canned corn, vegetables, 
soups, chili, grape Melly and boxed macaroni and 
cheese is needed at this time. Volunteers are also 
needed. Food donations may be dropped off at Manna 
House Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. 
until 11 a.m. in the southwest corner of City Hall or at 
the Gladewater Mirror at 211 1. Main Street weekdays 
during business hours. Financial donations may be 
mailed to Manna House, P.O. Box 808, Gladewater, 
75647.            Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Manna House 9-1-1

Jermaine Lewis Inducted 
into KC Hall of Fame

Gladewater High School coach and teacher, Jermaine Lewis was 
inducted into the Kilgore College Athletics Hall of Fame on Satur-
day at the annual Kilgore College Hall of Fame Luncheon of 2019. 

Joining Lewis in the 2019 Class of Hall of Fame inductee were 
Curtis Buckley, Football, 1989-90� Dr. Robert Iden, Football, 1970-
71� Meosha Walker Risby, Women’s Basketball, 2000-02� Martin 
Kardos, Tennis, 1999-2001� Chris Blair, Tennis Coach, 1996-2001� 
Travis Martin, Contributor: Glenn Wells, Contributor (posthumous-
ly), Dr. Hurley Miller, Spirit of Excellence� Phil Castles, Spirit of 
Excellence and the 1963-64 Men’s Basketball Team. 

Upon receiving his Hall of Fame recognition, Lewis said, “This is 
great honor.  It is always nice to know that someone has recognized 
the hard work that you have done.”

Lewis grew up in Houston, Texas and played basketball under the 
legendary coach Jackie Carr at Wheatley High School in Houston.  
He was a part of the 1996-1997 team that reached the semi-finals of 
the UIL State Championship Tournament.  Lewis signed an athletic 

Gladewater businessman Kent 
Abernathy has tossed his hat 

into the 
po l i t i ca l 
ring, seek-
ing the 
U p s h u r 
C o u n t y 
Commis-
sion Pre-
cinct 3 
seat.

Current Pct. 3 Commissioner 
Frank Berka announced last week 
he would not seek re-election.

Abernathy, 61, graduated from 
Gladewater High School in 1976 
and attended Kilgore College 
before graduating from the Uni-
versity of Texas -Tyler with a BS 
in Technology.

He worked for Eastman in 
Longview for 10 years before he 

and his family purchased McKaig 
Chevrolet in Gladewater in 1995.

Abernathy has lived in Upshur 
County since 1985. He and his 
wife Laura have two children 
and one grandchild.

While still associated with 
McKaig Chevrolet, Abernathy 
said he has stepped away from 
the daily operations of the com-
pany, and that gives him the time 
to devote to more community 
service-oriented business like 
county government.

“This is something I have 
been thinking about for many 
years,” Abernathy said Monday 
after making the announcement 
official. “I have no agenda, I just 
want to help guide the county 
and see it Àourish.”

Filing for county office begins 
Nov. 9.  

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commission-

ers Court on Monday approved 
accepting a $50,000 cash dona-
tion to the Friends of the Upshur 

County Library from Dallas 
attorney James Hartnett and his 
wife, Emily.

The donation was made to 
honor the late Donna Owen 

Spencer, a former Upshur Coun-
tian who worked as a paralegal 
for James Hartnett for more than 
50 years, and the library’s “teen 
room” will be expanded and 
named for her, county officials 
said.

The court will approve the ex-
pansion, and any leftover funds 
will be refunded to the Hartnetts, 
although they do not expect it, 
said County Judge Todd Teft-
eller.

After meeting with the court 
in Gilmer Monday, County Li-
brarian Cynthia King said the 
funding will provide a “one-
of-a-kind unique area,” making 
her facility one of very few East 
Texas libraries with such a room. 

King, who said she had 
planned to seek a grant for the 
expansion until receiving word 
of the planned donation, also 
said a dedication ceremony will 
be held for the expanded teen 
area.

The librarian told the court 
she planned to add two “study 
rooms”, four new computers 
with computer desks, new car-
pet, shelving, and a printer, 
among other items. If any mon-
ey is left over, she said, it will go 
toward books aimed at teens.

Besides accepting the dona-

tion, the court in a separate vote 
Monday also accepted a dona-
tion of several items of computer 
equipment from the Friends or-
ganization.

They included five computers, 
two wireless scanners, a thermal 
receipt printer and two wireless 
keyboards, both with a mouse, 
all to be used in the library.

In other major business Mon-
day, the court in separate 4-0 
votes approved a motion that 
the county not create its own 
Information Technology Depart-
ment, and that it table until Oct. 
15 choosing one of two firms to 
provide information technology 
services.

The votes came after the court 
met in closed session for more 
than an hour “to discuss person-
nel matters pertaining to award-
ing an IT contract and/or discuss 
hiring an IT manager,” the meet-
ing agenda read.

Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Paula Gentry made the motion 
that the county not form the de-

$50K donated to county library

Continued on Page 5

GFSA honors ¶Outstanding Alumni’ 
Janie Bruns presented Cathy Shipp with her “Oustanding 
Alumni” award Saturday night.

Danny Sorrells presented Jim Hugman with his “Oustand-
ing Alumni” award at the Annual All School Reunion.

US Congressman /ouie Gohmert Moined his fellow Mudge Sam Griffith as he is presented 
the “Oustanding Alumni” award by Griffth’s classmate Rocky Hawkins.
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Monday, Jay Dean filed for re-election to the Texas House of 
Representatives District 7, which covers Gregg and Upshur Counties.

“I am blessed to have the confidence of my neighbors to serve as the 
voice for our East Texas communities in 
Austin. I’m proud of the results we have 
achieved, but we must always strive to 
improve government and ensure that the 
rights of Texans are not impeded,” stated 
Dean. “Today, I’m filing for re-election 
to ensure that our East Texas values are 
front and center at the Texas House of 
Representatives.”

Upon filing, Dean received the 
endorsement of Governor Greg Abbott: 
“I am proud to endorse Representative 

Dean for re-election, and I am grateful for his dynamic role in securing 
property tax and school finance reform this session. I encourage the 
people of East Texas to join me in supporting Representative Dean 
for another term in the Texas House.”  

Rated 100% pro-life by Texas Alliance for Life, Dean helped pass 
pro-life legislation that defunds Planned Parenthood, stripping them 
of access to taxpayer dollars, passed the Born Alive Infant Protection 
Act which ensures the lives of the innocent, and funded alternatives 
to abortion for new mothers in need.

Dean has a perfect ‘A’ rating from the NRA and also passed critical 
school safety legislation that provided more safety resources officer 
to keep our students safe while they learn. Dean was overwhelmingly 
elected to the Texas House in 2016. Jay and his wife, Pokie, live in 
Longview where they raised their three girls and helped found their 
local church, St. Matthews.

Dean files for re-election

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury 

returned 35 indictments, 16 of 
them sealed, while no-billing one 
case and passing another 

in Gilmer on Nov. 7, said 
District Attorney Billy Byrd.

Defendants,  charges and 
bond information in the open 
indictments were as follows, his 
office reported:

Deandre Quntial Johnson, 
31, of Gladewater, possession 
o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e 
(methamphetamine) on Jan. 
16. Although bond was set at 
$15,000, he remained in county 
jail at Gilmer on a “release of 
surety” (meaning whoever was 
on his bond went off it).

Jeremy Earl Lemley, 40, 
of Hawkins, evading arrest/
detention with vehicle on July 20, 
$25,000 bond

Wesley Don Heist, 17, of White 
Oak, burglary of habitation on 
July 22, $25,000

Kayli Ashland Nokes, 17, of 
White Oak, burglary of habitation 
on July 22, $25,000  

James Rodney Evans, 46, of 
Daingerfield, aggravated assault 
with deadly weapon on July 30, 
$25,000

C a r l o s  B a n d a  J r . ,  3 4 , 
of Pittsburg, assault--family 
v io l ence - -occ lu s ion  w i th 
previous conviction on Aug. 7. 
He remained in county jail under 
$50,000 bond.

James Leo Chasteen III , 
37, of Gilmer, driving while 
intoxicated--subsequent offense 
on June 2, $10,000   

Whitney Allison Brunin, 
42, of Gilmer, driving while 
intoxicated--subseqent offense 
on July 11, $10,000

Longview resident James Earl 
Rollins Jr., who turns 32 Nov. 
28, burglary of habitation on 
Aug. 4. Although bond was set at 
$50,000, he was being held in the 
Gregg County Jail in Longview 
on a charge of violating parole 
and on a release of surety as his 
bondsman went off his bond.

Patty Jean Smith, 58, of 
Marshall, assault (on) public 
servant on May 4. Bond was set 
at $10,000 and when there was a 
release of surety on that, she was 
transferred to Cass County to face 
charges there.

Sean Randall Berry, 47, of 

Local man 
indicted on 

drug charges

Calling all Elves,
Manna House toy 
drive underway at 
Gladewater Mirror
Santa needs some help from 

generous Gladewater elves. 
The Manna House toy drive is 
happening now and will run 
through Friday, Dec. 6. Gently 
used and new toys, books, 
games, bicycles, trikes, footballs, 
basketballs and more are needed 
now to put under the Christmas 
Trees of Manna House families. 
Toys may be dropped off at the 
Gladewater Mirror at 211 N. 
Main Street weekdays during 
business hours or at Manna House 
in the southwest corner of City 
Hall Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. 

Manna House Christmas food 
boxes will be distributed this 
year at Gladewater’s First United 
Methodist Church’s Jeter Hall 
on Wednesday, Dec. 11 and 
Thursday, Dec. 12 from 9 a.m. 
until noon. Families may pre-
register at Manna House during 
its regular weekly hours. Families 
will be able to select a book 
and a toy for each child in their 
families. These donations make 
certain that Santa doesn’t miss the 
homes of these families.

Food donations are needed as 
well. Financial donations may be 
mailed to Manna House, P.O. Box 
808, Gladewater 75647.

By Ellis Hayden
In dominating fashion, the Gladewater Bears defeated Hughes 

Springs, 32-0 to capture the Bi-District trophy at Pine Tree’s Pirate 
Stadium last Friday night.  The Bears improve to 8-3 on the season 
and advance to the Area round of the playoffs to play the Van Alstyne 
Panthers on Friday night at Emory-Rains Wildcat Stadium.  Hughes 
Springs ends the season with a record of 8-3.  

“Our guys came ready to play last Friday,” said Coach John Berry.  
“We got off to a good start in the first quarter and played hard the 
whole game.”  “On offense, things are coming together, we just need 
more consistency and on defense, we looking better each week.” 

Big offensive plays and a suffocating defense were the Bears’ game 
plan against the Mustangs from Hughes Springs.  The Mustangs 
received the opening kick-off and managed only one yard before 
being forced to punt.  The Bears needed only two plays to get into 

Bears win Bi-District with 32-0 shut out
the endzone.  A halfback pass by Eligia Carter to D.J. Allen picked 
up 37 yards, and quarterback Tristan Holmes skirted around the right 
side to go 48 yards untouched for the Bears first score with only two 
minutes off the clock.  

 Hughes Springs would be forced to punt in the next two possessions 
as the Bears had held them to negative yardage. The Bears struck pay 
dirt again.  This time it was Carter streaking around the left side for a 
28-yard touchdown and tacked on the 2-point conversion to give the 
Bears a 14 -0 at the end of first quarter. 

Defenses prevailed in the second quarter, as each team was forced 
to punt or turnover on downs in their possessions.  Bear fullback, 
Devin Walker rumbled for 36 of his 80 yds on the night to set up, the 
Bears next score.  Holmes connected with Robby Hodges on quick 
crossing pattern for a 25 yard touchdown that staked Gladewater to 

Continued on Page 8

Next up for Gladewater - Van Alstyne 
By Ellis Hayden

Gladewater’s opponent in the 
Area round of the UIL Class 3A 
Division I football playoffs will 
be the Van Alstyne Panthers.  Van 
Alstyne (7-4 on the season, 5-1 
in district) was the runner-up in 
District 5-3A behind Pottsboro 
(11-0,  6-0).   Distr ict  5-3A 
included Emory-Rains (6-5, 4-2), 
Commerce (4-7, 3-3), Howe (3-
7, 2-4), Lone Oak (2-8, 1-5) and 
Bonham (1-9, 0-6).

“In the playoffs, all the teams are 
pretty good, and Van Alstyne looks 
like a good team,” said Bears’ 
head coach, John Berry.  They 
have 20 seniors on their roster, 
so they have experience, Berry 
continued saying, “The offensive 
and defensive line play is solid.  
Their big playmakers are at wide 
receiver also play in the defensive 
backfield. The quarterback is tall 

and stays in the pocket.  Their 
middle linebacker looks to be their 
best defensive player,”

With that said, Berry made the 
following comment, “But we’ve 
played some good teams this 
season, so we won’t be facing 
anything new. We are getting better 
both offensively and defensively 
each week.  We just have keep 
it up.”  

The Panthers  were Dave 
Campbell’s  Texas Footbal l 
Magazine’s pick to win the District 
title.  Val Alstyne got off to slow 
start in non-district going 1-3, 
with a win over Aubrey, and 

losses to Sunnyvale, Anna and 
Gainesville.  They won their 
district opener over Emory-Rains, 
but loss to Pottsboro, 48-27. Since 
that loss the Panthers have won 
five straight games including a 
69-27 blistering of Life Oak Cliff 
in their Bi-District Matchup-up 
with the District 6-3A Division 
I’s third seed. 

The Panthers are led offensively 
b y  q u a r t e r b a c k ,  Ty m o t h e 
Rosenthal who has passed for over 
1700 yards and 14 touchdowns 
and running back Jake Carroll, 
who has rushed nearly 1,000 
yds and 14 touchdowns on the 

season.  Wide receiver, Drelin 
Davis is Rosenthal’s favorite 
target with 870 yards receiving 
and 6 touchdowns on the season.  
Defensively, Zachary Moncier 
is their leading tackler with 75 
tackles on the season.  

The Bears will face a team that 
likes to pass the football, but still 
can run.  They are averaging 33 
points per game and defense that 
allows opponents 28 points per 
game. 

No pre-sale playoff tickets
The Bears will host the Van Alstyne Panthers at Rains High School 

Stadium in Emory at 7:30 p.m. Friday. Gladewater will sit on the home 
side. There will be no pre-sale of tickets for the game. Adult tickets are 
$7 and student tickets are $6 at the gate. Passes will be accepted for 
seniors, district passes, THSCA and military.

GISD gets 
clean audit

A fire inside a travel trailer left 63-year-old Rickey Minter of Gladewater dead Sunday 
evening. The fire occurred off Pear Road Must after 6 p.m.. The state fire marshal’s 
office is reportedly investigating the cause of the fire.

Photos by Jim Bardwell

The Gladewater Bears hoist the bi-district trophy Friday at Pine Tree Stadium after slamming Hughes Springs 32-0 
and setting up this Friday’s Area Round match-up with Van Alstyne in Emory.                                     Photo by Jim Bardwell 

By Jim Bardwell
Gladewater ISD’s finances are 

in good shape, according to an 
audit report gven to the school 
board at its Nov. 11 meeting held 
in the Gladewater Middle School 
Library.

The “clean” audit of the 2018-
2019 annual finances revealed 
GISD’s “net position increased by 
$517,814 as a result of this year’s 
operations. Program revenues 
accounted for $3,584,569 or 
15.96% of total revenue, and 
general revenues accounted for 
$18,880,797 or 84.04%. 

“During the year, the District 
had expenses  that  to ta led 
$21,947,552 and the general fund 
reported a positive fund balance 
of $8,774,843.”

The report went on to explain 
that “during the year ended June 
30, 2019, the District’s total 
revenues increased by 22.89%. 
The total cost of all programs and 
services increased by 38.32%. 

“The cost of all governmental 
a c t i v i t i e s  t h i s  y e a r  w a s 
$21,947,552. However, as shown 
in the Statement of Activities, 
the amount that our taxpayers 
ultimately financed for these 
activities through District taxes 
was only $7,774,681, because 
some of the costs were paid by 
those who directly benefited 
from the programs $431,014 
or by other governments and 
organizations that subsidized 
certain programs with grants and 
contributions $3,153,555 or by 
unrestricted grants, state funding, 
other revenue or usage of fund 
balance $11,106,116.”

Trustees modified the Middle 
School 2019-2020 calendar to 
accommodate GISD hosting the 
District Academic UIL meet Dec. 
5. Middle students will not be 
required to attend school that day.

JD SHIPP

RICKY TOW

LAWS

Local man 
arrested in 
stolen car 

Saturday night at approximately 
7:40, Teaxs State Troopers 
responded to assist Longview 

P o l i c e 
Department 
on a stolen 
vehicle that 
was evading 
their officers.  
The 29-year-
old suspect, 
Preston Ryan 
Bradford, of 

Gladewater, was apprehended 
without incident by Troopers 
at US 80 and West Loop 281 
at 8:03 p.m.. According to Sgt. 
Jean Dark, Department of Public 
Safety public information officer, 
the suspect was driving a blue 
2004 Hyundai passenger car 
that had been reported stolen by 
Gladewater Police Department.  

No injuries were reported, Dark 
said.  Bradford was transported to 
the Gregg County Jail.

BRADFORD

Fire-damaged 
building 
razed

Demolition crews used Sunday’s light traffic flow on US 271 to bring down the former 
Fork restaurant, which was severely damaged by fire three years ago. A specialized 
fire investigation team from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF) investigated the fire for several days in an attempt to identify an origin and 
cause of the fire. The cause was never determined the case remains open. 

Photos by Jim Bardwell



OPINION/EDITORIAL
Page 2, The Gladewater Mirror, Wednesday, Jan. 1, 2020

The Honorable Bryan Hughes 
P.O. Box 12068, Capitol Station, Austin, TX 78711  (512) 463-0101
100 Independence Place, Suite 301, Tyler, Texas 75703  (903) 581-1776
Governor Greg Abbott
P.O. Box 12428, Austin, TX 78711-2428  (512) 463-1762
Lieutenant Governor Dan Patrick
1400 Congress Avenue, Austin, TX 78701  (512) 463-0001
Attorney General Ken Paxton
300 W. 15th Street, Austin, TX 78701  (512) 463-2100
Commissioner Sid Miller, Texas Department of Agriculture
1700 N. Congress, 11th Floor, Austin, TX 78701  (512) 463-7476
Comptroller Glenn Hegar
111 East 17th Street, Austin, TX 78774  (512) 463-4444
Courthouse Switchboard Phone Number (903) 758-6181
Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt (903) 236-8420
Pct. 1 Commissioner Ronnie L. McKinney (903) 663-0400
Pct. 2 Commissioner Darryl Primo (903) 759-3611
Pct. 3 Commissioner Gary Boyd (903) 759-8962
Pct. 4 Commissioner John Mathis (903) 981-1117

The 
Gladewater Mirror

Subscriptions are $3�/year in Gregg, Smith & Upshur counties and payable in advance.

Periodicals Postage Paid
Gladewater, TX
USPS 575-140 

ISSN Number 1045-5671

The Gladewater Mirror is 
published weekly by 

Bardwell Ink, LLC
211 N. Main Street

Gladewater, TX

POSTMASTER:
Send PS3579 to

The Gladewater Mirror
P.O. Box 1549

Gladewater, TX 75647

News & Advertising Deadlines: Noon Monday
Office Hours

8 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Telephone: 903-845-2235

Fax: 903-845-2237
Email: gladewatermirror@aol.com

Owners:
Jim & Suzanne Bardwell

Publisher/Editor: Jim Bardwell 
Advertising: Suzanne Bardwell
 Office Manager: Tiffany Hobbs

Suzanne 
Bardwell

WHAT DOES YOUR LIFE CONSIST OF?
   Have you read the bumper sticker that says, “WH O E V E R  D I E S WI T H  T H E  M O ST  T O Y S 

WI N S?”  Motto: “Life is merely a quest to get more and more things!” I think that many of the 
possessions many seek are merely expensive playthings, and they realize death will eventually 
snatch them away from all the toys they possess i.e. “For we brought nothing into this world, and 
it is certain we can carry nothing out.” (1 Tim. 6: 7). Sadly, with many people life is a meaningless 
game-a game no one really wins, and although they may have everything to live with, they really 
have nothing permanent to live for!

   The Bible, however, gives us insight into the real meaning of life. It teaches us that life has a 
loftier, and nobler, purpose than merely grasping after what we must someday lose. For example, 
Jesus taught, “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he possesses.” (Lk. 12: 
15). I realize, Christ’s teaching seems strange to those who measure one’s success by how exotic 
his car is, or how luxurious his house is. Nevertheless, wise people see the truth of Jesus’ statement. 
They know that real success is not measured by what one HAS, but by what one IS! 

   Jesus told a story about a rich man who was a fool. He wasn’t a fool because he was rich (the 
Bible doesn’t teach that wealth is wrong). Neither was the man immoral, lazy, or dishonest. He was 
a fool because he thought all he needed was material possessions, and forgot about God and death! 
In his concern over mundane interests, he neglected more important matters. (Lk. 12: 16-20). 

   Dear reader, there really is more to life than accumulating toys to leave behind when we die. It 
is possible to live a genuinely meaningful life, and have God’s promise of salvation when that life is 
over. Oh yes, In 1 Tim.6: 8. Paul said, “And having food and raiment let us therewith be content.” 
Think on these things.

Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454-White Oak, Texas 75693-903-845-613—preachab@suddenlink.net

By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST
A strong trade agreement with 

Mexico and Canada is clear-
ly a “win” for the US economy. 

While the 
US-Mex i -
co-Canada 
Agreement 
(USMCA) 
must still 
pass the US 
Senate and 
be ratified 
in its revised 

form by Mexico (which has some 
concerns) and Canada, it appears 

A New D eal
that a structure has been essen-
tially finalized to replace the 25-
year old North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The 
original pact redefined the econo-
mies of the entire continent, and 
the next generation will allow the 
momentum to continue. 

The USMCA ensures the free 
Àow of trade, protecting business 
ties among the three nations. For 
example, cross-border supply 
chains are quite common along 
both borders, with certain as-
pects of production occurring in 

each country depending on rel-
ative comparative advantages. 
Without a trade agreement, such 
arrangements and other imports 
and exports would become more 
difficult and more costly in that 
trade would revert to tariff sched-
ules provided by each country 
to the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) and would compound as 
various elements traversed back 
and forth.

We recently estimated the ben-
efits of reaching an agreement 
to illustrate the importance of 
a deal. We compared a scenar-
io with the USMCA in place to 
one where the US, Canada, and 
Mexico trade under the terms of 
the listed tariffs with the WTO 
(as the US has maintained that 
it would abandon NAFTA in the 
absence of a new agreement). For 
the United States, we estimate 
that having the USMCA in place 
leads to an additional $64.9 bil-
lion in gross product and almost 
600,900 jobs compared to trading 
under the terms of the tariffs that 
would otherwise be in place.

As a major exporting state, 
Texas would see substantial ben-
efits. We estimate that for Texas, 
annual gross product will be a 
projected $17.6 billion higher 
and employment 164,700 higher 
under the USMCA. These effects 
far exceed those in any other 
state. For California, the second 

most impacted state, the USMCA 
will likely lead to a $6.2 billion 
boost in gross product and almost 
58,700 jobs compared to current 
WTO tariffs.

A strong trade agreement has 
benefits beyond more favorable 
tariffs. Many of the core aspects 
of NAFTA remain in place, but 
the USMCA also incorporates 
some changes and updates. A key 
sticking point was the treatment 
of labor, and that has apparently 
been worked out. Stronger pro-
tection of intellectual property 
was also achieved, including pat-
ents for medications and criminal 
penalties for pirating movies and 
music.

Clearly, the USMCA is good 
for the US economy, particularly 
in trade-intensive border states. 
It’s been more than a year since 
the initial signals that a deal had 
been reached, and the time is rap-
idly approaching to get it signed, 
sealed, and delivered!

__________________________
Dr. M. Ray Perryman is 

President and Chief Execu-
tive Officer of The Perryman 

Group (www.perryman-
group.com). He also serves 
as Institute Distinguished 

Professor of Economic 
Theory and Method at the 
International Institute for 

Advanced Studies.

Ed Sterling
Capital 

Highlights

Paxton lauds 5th Circuit 
ruling on Affordable Care Act

AUSTIN — After the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit 
declared the individual mandate in “Obamacare” unconstitutional on 
Dec. 18, Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton expressed his agreement.

“The Fifth Circuit’s holding is clear: the federal government cannot 
order private citizens to purchase subpar insurance products that they 
don’t want,” Paxton said. “The individual mandate is the centerpiece 
of Obamacare and I am glad the Fifth Circuit recognized that it is 
unlawful.” 

Paxton said he looks forward to demonstrating in federal district 
court that the rest of the law cannot stand without the individual 
mandate, and added:

“Yesterday’s decision is a win for the rule of law,” he said. “Finally 
being rid of this law will be a victory for all Americans.” 

The lawsuit against the federal government was filed in U.S. District 
Court in the Northern District of Texas by Paxton and a list of other 
state attorneys general. Paxton said it would be up to the lower court 
to determine whether any part of the U.S. Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act of 2010, referred to as “Obamacare,” can remain, 
in light of the mandate’s unconstitutionality.

In Texas and 38 other states where the federal government 
administers health exchanges, health insurance premiums rose an 
average of 105 percent from 2013 to 2017, Paxton said.  

The U.S. Supreme Court upheld Obamacare in 2012, but a 
majority of the justices agreed that the law’s individual mandate was 
constitutional only because its accompanying tax penalty could justify 
forcing individuals to purchase health insurance under Congress’ 
taxing power. Devoid of that penalty, Obamacare’s individual mandate 
cannot be preserved as a tax, rendering Obamacare entirely unlawful, 
Paxton said.

Meanwhile, according to U.S. Census data, an estimated five million 
Texas residents, or nearly 18 percent of the state’s population, do not 
have health insurance. 

TPWD promotes hikes
The Texas Parks & Wildlife Department on Dec. 20 encouraged 

Texans “to kick off the next decade of adventures at a Texas State 
Park by participating in a First Day Hike.”

To foster the effort, the agency scheduled a variety of events on 
New Year’s Day. First Day Hikes aim to help visitors commit to their 
New Year’s resolutions to get healthy, the agency said.

First Day Hikes events include strolls on scenic trails, midnight 
walks, polar plunges, bike rides and short treks with four-legged 
family members and more strenuous hikes for experienced visitors.

Last year, according to Texas Parks & Wildlife, 77 state parks 
hosted First Day Hike events in which an estimated 4,000 participants 
walked, paddled and biked. 

A list of events is posted online at tpwd.texas.gov.

Jobless rate stays low
The Texas Workforce Commission on Dec. 20 announced that the 

Lone Star State’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate held steady 
at 3.4% in November. 

The rate marks the sixth consecutive month of record low 
unemployment in the state. Also, 3.4% is the lowest unemployment 
rate since series tracking began in 1976, according to an agency news 
release.

The Midland Metropolitan Statistical Area (MSA) recorded 
November’s lowest unemployment rate among Texas MSAs with a 
non-seasonally adjusted rate of 2.1%, followed by the Amarillo and 
Austin-Round Rock MSAs each with an adjusted rate of 2.5%. The 
College Station-Bryan and Lubbock MSAs each recorded the third 
lowest rate at 2.6%.

Reps vote on impeachment
The U.S. House of Representatives on Dec. 18 voted to approve two 

articles of impeachment against President Donald Trump. 
The vote on Article I, Abuse of Power, was 230 for, 197 against and 

1 present/not voting. The vote on Article II, Obstruction of Congress, 
was 229 for, 198 against and 1 present/not voting. 

For Texas’ 36-member House delegation, the vote was partisan. All 
23 Republicans voted not to approve both articles and all 13 Democrats 
voted to approve both articles.

As of the deadline for this column, the articles of impeachment had 
not been forwarded to the U.S. Senate, where the president would be 
tried in accordance with Article 3 of the U.S. Constitution, with the 
Honorable John Roberts, chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, 
presiding.

Make your New Y ear’ s resolution 
right now to make a difference

Many people don’t realize the value of Gladewater, Texas or its 
uniqueness. Some of those folks even live here and they just don’t 
know what they have just steps away from their front doors. Yes, 
the city has aging infrastructure with horrendous problems with the 
water system. The number of potholes throughout the city certainly 
generates business for vehicle realignments. And yes, the city budget 
is squeezed tight and resources can be limited.

BUT there is so much more to Gladewater than these two, 
admittedly huge problems. Gladewater is bisected by two state 
highways that bring hundreds of thousands of people through town. 
Many stop because of our small town charm and variety of shopping. 
Many towns the size of Gladewater are bedroom communities or filled 
with empty buildings.

Excellent eateries are from one end of this town to another with 
a variety of food. All tasty, some recognized by culinary experts as 
some of the best in the state. Entertainment abounds as well with 
the Gladewater Opry hosting live entertainment every weekend in 
its historic space. Live music, sometimes regionally recognized, 
sometimes nationally, can be found at the Stockade on Hwy. 80 west 
and there are often talented performers on stage at the new Boushay’s 
(formerly Central Station). So whether you are looking for barbecue, 
bakery goods, Tex-Mex, home cooking, pizza, Cajun or Chinese, you 
can find it all right here at home.

If you get your calendar out right now you can plan a fun-filled year 
without leaving the streets of your hometown. Mrs. Lee’s Daffodil 
Gardens are a sight to see. People come from the tri-state area just 
to walk the trails and take pictures. Look for its opening in mid-
February or early March. The annual March Chamber of Commerce 
Banquet recognizes those who work hard to make a difference in the 
community and the program is always entertaining. 

Grab your kiddos when April rolls around and Gusher Days kicks 
off. The downtown streets will be full of vendors, crafts, live music, 
a nationally sanctioned chili cook off, carnival and health fair.

Keep your eyes open for the Apron Strings that Ày from local 
antique shops in May. And don’t forget to keep an eye on fun 
happenings that spring up at our excellent municipal airport. 

The 83rd Round Up Rodeo will have four huge nights starting 
with XTreme Bull Riding on June 3 followed by three more nights 

of a full slate of rodeo events. Many of the cowboys and cowgirls 
competing will be seen in Las Vegas come December at the National 
Championships. Between world class rodeo action, bull fighters, 
clowns, little kid mutton bustin’ and calf scrambles, vendors and food, 
this is the one event not to be missed.

Lake Gladewater will be the site of the community fireworks 
and boat parade that celebrates Independence Day and the best of 
hometown values, family time. The Main Street Art & Wine Stroll 
rolls around in August followed by a huge Arts & Crafts Festival 
in September. The Emergency Services Fall Fest creates a safe 
environment for kids to celebrate the fun of trick or treating at the 
rodeo grounds at the end of October.

Ushering in the holiday season will be the annual downtown 
merchants’ Holiday Open House in early November. A feast for the 
senses with beautiful holiday displays, snacks, carolers, games and 
much more. The Christmas Parade is one of the best in the area taking 
to the brick streets in December.

How can anyone not appreciate this hometown?
All year long you can visit one of the best small museums in the state 

at the corner of Pacific and Dean right across from the post office. And 
don’t forget our excellent Lee Public Library with its vast resources. 
And we haven’t even mentioned all the sports and fine arts available 
through Gladewater and Union Grove ISDs.

To top it off, there are hundreds of volunteers who work week in and 
out to make this town better from recycling, to ramp building, to toy 
and food drives to take care of our “least of these”. Join the Chamber, 
Rotary or Lions Club, GALA, the Garden Club, Friends of Lee Library 
or Oil Patch TRTA. Volunteer at our schools or for a community board. 
There is a place for everyone who has something to give.

And that, hometown friends, is all of us.
So make your New Year’s resolution right now to make a difference 

where you are planted, right here in one of the finest hometowns in 
the state of Texas.
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See your helpful 
hardware folks at... Bailey's �fCE.
Store hours: Gladewater, TX Mon-Fri 
Sat 

7:00-7:00 
8:00-6:00 
1:00-5:00 903 .845 .5787 Sun 

BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist• 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist• 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist• 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 

First Baptist Church• 903-845-2171 
Friendship Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 

Gladeview Baptist• 903-845-3842 
Gladewater Missionary Baptist• 903-845-517 4 

Grace Baptist• 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist• 903-845-517 4 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 

New Hope Baptist• 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist• 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist• 903-845-4894 
Joy Baptist• 903-790-4978 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
North Loop Church of Christ• 903-845-2531 
North Main Church of Christ• 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa's Catholic Church• 903-845-2306 
CHARISMATIC 

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

First Christian Church • 903-845-2545 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran• 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD

Living Stone Church• 903-845-8108 
NAZARENE 

Church of the Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First United Methodist Church • 903-845-2565 
McCrary's Chapel United Methodist 

J.O. 
Williams 

Since 1936 
300 Hwy. 80 East 

Gladewater 
903.845.2222 

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Starrville Methodist• 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist• 903-845-1050 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Ute Fellowship Church• 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church• 903-445-7234 

Grace Tabemade • 903-309-8801 
PENTECOSTAL 

First United Pentecostal• 903-845-2922 
Northside Pentecostal 

Abundant Life Temple U.P. C. • 903-845-6043 
Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville) PRESBYTERIAN

First Presbyterian • 903-845-2905 
OTHER 

Starrville Church of the Uving God• 903-877-3205 
Friendship Community Church 

Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195 

Drive•ln. 

Hwy. 80 
Gladewater, TX 

903.845.2559 
We don't start coo kin' til we hear from you! 

Full Gospel Fellowship 
Gladewater Revival Church 

Uving Hope Fellowship• 903-261-2023 
Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 

Union Temple CME Church• 903-845-1050 

Grace Baptist Church
212 E. George Richey Rd., Gladewater

Schedule of Services
 Sunday
Sunday School             10 a.m.
Morning Service           11 a.m.
Evening Service           6:30 p.m.
 Wednesday

Prayer and Bible Study             7:00 p.m.

903-845-6440

Pastor Jim Withers

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:15 pm for 

ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and 
each Sunday at 11 am.

2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647

903-845-5028

Sunday Services
BAPTIST

CHURCH OF CHRIST

CATHOLIC

CHARISMATIC

LUTHERAN

CHURCH OF GOD

NAZARENE

METHODIST

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

PENTECOSTAL

PRESBYTERIAN

OTHER

Store hours:

Sat
Sun

Bailey’s

Since 1936
300 Hwy. 80 East

Gladewater
903.845.2222

J.O.
Williams

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

903-845-2171

—SCHEDULE OF SERVICES—
SUNDAY 

WEDNESDAY: 

FUNERAL HOME
(903) 845-2155

Come and See!
John 1:39

First United Methodist Church

Dick Dobbins, pastor

www.fumcgladewater.org
Sundays: 

First Church of the Nazarene
401 West Upshur

Schedule of Services:
Sunday School 
Morning Worship
Evening Service
Midweek Service (Wed.)

NWMS (1st Wed.)

A. D. (Dean) Simmons
Senior Pastor
903-845-3848
David Lanicek
Junior Pastor
903-236-4404

Hwy. 80
Gladewater, TX
903.845.2559

Whether you are inviting visitors to join you on Sunday or you want to support faith in your town, call Tiffany at 903.845.2235 or e-mail gladewaterads@aol.com to advertise.

Joe Fife Feed & HardwareJF

Call 903.845.2235

Would you like to 
see your company 

featured in our Sunday
Services Directory?
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see your company 

featured in our Sunday
Services Directory?

Get your message out for 
just $12/week

Call 
903 - 84 5 - 223 5

3 0 9  Cotton Street,  Gladewater
Pastor - Dr. Ray Boulter

Schedule of Services
SUNDAY

Sunday School  9:45 a.m./Worship  10:50 a.m.
WEDNESDAY

Bible StudyFellowship Hall  6:30 p.m.
www.fccgladewater.org

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

B lac k  D og D esigns and B u ilders
Commercial and Residential Construction, 

remodeling and repair. 35 years experience. 
Excellent Reputation and References.Contact:  

Black Dog Gallery/Designs 

903 - 6 6 3 - 093 6

6:30pm

Sunday Services
BAPTIST
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CHURCH OF GOD

NAZARENE

METHODIST
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OTHER
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J.O.
Williams
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WEDNESDAY: 6-7:30  

Groups for all ages!

FUNERAL HOME
(903) 845-2155

Come and See!
John 1:39
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Hwy. 80
Gladewater, TX
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Cornyn highlights year of 
accomplishments for Texans

“While I know the news is dominated by the impeachment 
controversy, Congress has been able to, under the radar screen, tick 
some important legislation off our to-do list this year on behalf of 
Texans,” said Senator John Cornyn (R-TX).

This year, Senator Cornyn said he had four bills signed into law or 
currently awaiting the President’s signature: the Debbie Smith Act, the 
HAVEN Act, the Military Voting Protection Act, and the Veteran STEM 
Scholarship Improvement Act.

Accomplishments During 2019

H U R R I C A N E  H A R V E Y  R E L I E F :  Led the fight for the Trump 
Administration to release $4 billion in Harvey relief for Texans that 
was caught up in red tape.

D E B B I E  SM I T H  A C T :  Worked to get the Debbie Smith Act, 
which includes funding to fight the nationwide rape kit backlog, to the 
President’s desk after political foot-dragging by House Democrats.

ST R E N G T H E N I N G  N A D B A N K :  Worked to include a provision 
to strengthen the North American Development Bank in the proposed 
USMCA trade deal.

B O R D E R  C O M M U N I T Y  R E I M B U R SE M E N T S:  Helped secure 
$30 million in reimbursements made available for Texas border 
communities that provided care during the inÀux of migrants this past 
summer.

H A V E N  A C T :  Passed his HAVEN Act into law, which will protect 
the economic security and well-being of veterans and their families who 
rely on disability benefits and may be experiencing financial hardship.

M I L I T A R Y  V O T I N G :  Passed the Military Voting Protection Act, 

which will be signed into law as part of the Defense Authorization 
bill and ensures service members are provided with the means and 
information necessary to vote in their registered state while deployed 
or stationed overseas.

ST E M  E D U C A T I O N  F O R  V E T E R A N S:  Passed the Veteran 
STEM Scholarship Improvement Act, into law, which will help veterans 
to take full advantage of the GI scholarship provided to study science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields. 

J U D I C I A L  C O N F I R M A T I O N S:  Helped to fill 20 Texas judicial 
vacancies since the start of this Administration, with more than 170 
federal judges confirmed nationwide.

B O R D E R  F U N D I N G :  Fought for $4.6 billion in funding to support 
the Homeland Security’s efforts to secure our southern border.

D E F E N SE  F U N D I N G :  Enacted (once signed) the largest pay raise 
for U.S. servicemembers in a decade through the National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA), which also included $400 million for 
military construction projects in Texas.

I R S R E F O R M :  Passed the Taxpayer First Act, now law, which 
contained the most significant reforms to the IRS in 20 years.

SM A L L  B U SI N E SS D I SA ST E R  L E G I SL A T I O N :  Passed the 
Rebuilding Small Businesses After Disasters Act, now law, which 
extends provisions to help homeowners and small businesses access 
certain U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) loans.

A U T I SM  R E SE A R C H :  Passed the main source of federal funding 
for autism research, the Autism CARES Act, which is now law.  

R E L I E F  F O R  F A R M E R S:  Passed the Family Farmer Relief Act, 
now law, to help family farmers reorganize their debt during tough 
economic times. Helped secure $400 million in relief for farmers and 
ranchers affected by drought in 157 Texas counties.

E L E C T I O N  SE C U R I T Y :  Enacted bills with unanimous support 
ensuring hacking a voting system is a federal crime and deporting and 
denying entry to foreign nationals who have violated U.S. election law.

SU P P O R T I N G  L A W  E N F O R C E M E N T :  Passed legislation that 
will help law enforcement officers in crisis and their families and 
legislation to provide grants for state and local law enforcement to 
purchase bulletproof vests.
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N e e d  C a s h ?  S e l l  i t  i n  t h e  M i r r o r !  C a l l  9 0 3 - 8 4 5 - 2 2 3 5

GPD ACTIVITY REPORT

�������"� �������!� ��!� �����"��� �#!���!!����� ��� �!!

12/21/19 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 201907145 0:12 STOCKYARDS STEAKHOUSE 1005 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 201907146 2:59 1600 VIOLA VIOLA ST

THEFT 201907147 8:02 1491 PHILLIP SPRINGS PHILLIP SPRINGS

THEFT 201907148 10:32 54 JULIAWOOD JULIAWOOD

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 201907149 10:46 501 SPENCER ST SPENCER ST

ASSIST 201907150 11:24 HWY 80 HWY 80

ASSIST 201907151 11:27 HWY 80 HWY 80

ASSIST 201907152 11:36 MAPLE MAPLE

MISCELLANEOUS 201907153 15:52 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 201907154 17:03 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ABANDONED 911 201907155 17:47

MISCELLANEOUS 201907156 18:07 318 N LEE LEE

MISCELLANEOUS 201907157 21:20 OLD ICE HOUSE 434 N MAIN MAIN ST

FIRE DEPT 201907158 21:29 1106 FOREST HILLS FOREST HILLS

EMS 201907159 21:31 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

EMS 201907160 22:56 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 201907161 23:47 2416 HENDRICKS HENDRICKS

12/22/19 MISCELLANEOUS 201907163 1:36 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

ALARM/OTHER 201907164 3:40 100 S MAIN MAIN ST

EMS 201907165 9:35 7 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

ASSIST 201907166 10:24 THE BAR 26237 COUNTRY CLUB COUNTRY CLUB RD

ASSIST 201907167 10:40 WOOD

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 201907168 12:26 1000 NELWYN NELWYN ST

E'TRA PATROL 201907169 13:55 FAMILY MART 805 N MAIN MAIN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 201907170 15:38 1020 KAY KAY DR

MISCELLANEOUS 201907171 16:42 SPENCER SPENCER ST

MISCELLANEOUS 201907172 18:24 710 TENERY TENERY

MISCELLANEOUS 201907173 17:53 499 CR 3639 CR 3639

MISCELLANEOUS 201907174 18:49 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ABANDONED 911 201907175 19:16 185 PR 3464 PR 3464
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MISCELLANEOUS 201907176 19:17 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 201907177 20:32 207 E ELEANOR ELEANOR ST

RECKLESS DRIVING 201907178 20:42 1520 E SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

MISCELLANEOUS 201907179 21:34 DOLLAR GENERAL 1621 N MAIN MAIN ST

12/2�/19 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 201907180 5:29 TAYLOR TAYLOR ST

ASSIST 201907181 8:37 N MAIN MAIN ST

ABANDONED VEHICLE 201907182 9:07 QUITMAN QUITMAN

MISCELLANEOUS 201907183 10:28 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EMS 201907184 10:49 605 CANFIELD CANFIELD ST

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 201907185 12:37 TE'AS BANK AND TRUST 1623 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

FIRE DEPT 201907186 13:07 601 TENERY TENERY ST

MISCELLANEOUS 201907187 14:36 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 201907188 14:36 108 MORGAN MORGAN RD

EMS 201907189 15:46 HWY 80 HWY 80

HARASSMENT 201907190 16:09 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 201907191 16:11 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 201907192 16:26 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

EMS 201907193 16:59 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 201907194 17:12 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

FORGERY 201907195 17:42 TE'AS BANK AND TRUST 1623 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

EMS 201907196 18:45 CEFCO 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

MISCELLANEOUS 201907197 20:50 CANFIELD CANFIELD

THEFT 201907198 22:02 DOLLAR GENERAL 904 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

12/2
/19 ASSIST 201907199 1:34 GLADEWATER HOUSING AUTHORITY 777 S TYLER TYLER RD

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 201907200 6:17 321 W SUNSET SUNSET AVE

THEFT 201907201 7:46 1415 PHILLIPS SPRINGS PHILLIPS SPRINGS RD

MISCELLANEOUS 201907202 8:20 VRIGINIA VRIGINIA DR

EMS 201907203 9:30 3043 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 201907204 12:01 504 W MARSHALL MARSHALL

MISCELLANEOUS 201907205 12:31 CANFIELD CANFIELD

EMS 201907206 13:34 GREENWAY VILLAGE 43 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

CRIM MIS 201907207 15:16 902 FM 2685 FM 2685

EMS 201907208 15:17 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ASSIST 201907209 15:25 407 SUNSET SUNSET

FIRE DEPT 201907210 16:15 ELECTRIK SMOKE 100 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 201907211 19:09 716 CANFIELD CANFIELD ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 201907212 19:36 EDDY EDDY ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 201907213 21:09 700 CANFIELD CANFIELD ST

MISCELLANEOUS 201907214 21:21 2212 PINECREST PINECREST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 201907215 22:55 904 E MARY MARY

EMS 201907216 23:46 510 NORTH NORTH ST

12/25/19 MISCELLANEOUS 201907217 0:47 1520 E SHEPPHERD SHEPPHERD

RECKLESS DRIVING 201907218 3:18

RECKLESS DRIVING 201907219 3:22 LOOP 485 LOOP 485

MISCELLANEOUS 201907221 3:34 904 E MARY MARY

EMS 201907222 4:12 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

10-50 MAJOR 201907223 8:46 712 W QUITMAN QUITMAN AVE

EMS 201907224 10:42 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 201907225 12:27 JULIAWOOD HOMES 66 JULIAWOODS JULIAWOODS

FIRE DEPT 201907226 12:36 4051 N POINT PLEASANT POINT PLEASANT

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 201907227 13:33 MCDONALD'S 1100 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ASSIST 201907228 14:17 2 MCKAIG MCKAIG CIR

ASSIST 201907229 14:19 1502 VIOLA VIOLA ST

ABANDONED 911 201907230 14:45 611 N MAIN MAIN ST

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 201907231 16:10 2515 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP R

EMS 201907232 17:37 210 LAFAYETTE LAFAYETTE BLVD

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 201907233 19:27 103 N DEAN DEAN ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 201907234 19:38 MCKAIG CHEVROLET 1110 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 201907235 20:42 EDDY EDDY ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 201907237 22:27 N MAIN MAIN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 201907238 22:54 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 201907239 22:56 210 HURLEY HURLEY AVE

12/26/19 10-50 MAJOR 201907240 0:12 11974 HWY 271 HWY 271 S

EMS 201907241 1:09 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

ALARM/OTHER 201907242 1:17 1618 N LYNN LYNN ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 201907243 2:47 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

10-50 MINOR 201907244 6:26 EZ MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 201907245 7:40 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ABANDONED VEHICLE 201907246 7:42 W MARSHALL MARSHALL

ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1JUVENILE

12/25/19 12/25/19 0:30 DRAKE, BONNIE CAROLE W F AGGRAVATED ASSAULT: (FAMILY VIOLENCE) WITH DEADLY WEAPON510 NORTH ST

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATE

Report Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 12/21/2019, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 12/26/2019, JUVENILE {is not equal to} 'Y'

Report Date: 12/26/2019
GPD ARREST REPORT

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand 

Jury returned 20 indictments, 
10 of them sealed, and no-billed 
three cases Thursday in Gilmer, 
said District Attorney Billy 
Byrd’s office.

Defendants, charges and 
bond information in the open 
indictments were as follows, his 
office reported:

Logan Nathaniel Watley, 22, 
of Gilmer, sexual assault of a 
child. He remained in county jail 
in Gilmer under $50,000 bond.

Joshua Alexander Graves, 26, of 
Hallsville, evading arrest/detention 
with vehicle, $10,000 bond

Melissa Dawn Mays, 28, of 
Atoka, Okla., evading arrrest/
detention with vehicle, $2,500

Michael Joe Combs, 29, of 
Winnsboro, theft of property 
less than $2,500 with two or 
more previous convictions. He 
remained in county jail under 
$10,000 bond.

Edward Wayne Palmer, 65, of 
Gilmer, failure to register as sex 
offender. He also remained in 
county jail under $20,000 bond.

Christopher Ronnie Faulkner, 
4 7 ,  o f  G i l m e r,  u n l a w f u l 
possession of firearm by felon--
repeat offfender. While bond was 
set at $25,000 on that charge, he 
remained in county jail without 
bond on a warrant charging him 
with parole violation.

Charles Arty Miller Jr., 32, of 
Gilmer, burglary of habitation--
repeat offender. While bond was 

set at $100,000 on that charge, he 
also remained in county jail on a 
warrant alleging parole violation.

Longview resident Dontae Lei 
Fields, who turned 18 Sunday, 
possession of controlled substance 
(tetrahydrocannabinol), $100,000

M a n d y  Ly n n  M e r c a d o , 
35, of Longview, possession 
o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e 
(methamphetamine), $1,500

Billy Ray Pegues, 41, of 
Kilgore, possession of controlled 
substance (methamphetamine), 
$10,000

Identity of anyone named in 
the sealed indictments was not 
released since no arrest had been 
made in those cases, said Byrd. 
Nature of the no-billed cases was 
not disclosed.

20 indictments handed down 
by Upshur County grand jury

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit 

of the Upshur County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested eight persons in 
November on various charges, 
Sheriff Larry Webb said Friday.

Details of the cases, based on 
a report from sheriff’s Lt. Gary 
Shirley, were as follows and all 
suspects were taken to the county 
jail in Gilmer, Webb said:

While conducting a drug 
interdiction Nov. 12 just outside 
Gilmer, the unit stopped a 
vehicle under the overpass at 
the intersection of U.S. 271 and 
Texas 155 in the city and arrested 
a 44-year-old Hot Springs, Ark., 
man on a charge of misdemeanor 
possession of less than two 
ounces of marijuana after finding 
him with it.

The same day, the unit assisted 
Brazoria County in locating 
Brian Embody, 37, of Gilmer, in 
the 200 block of West Bluebird 
Road, where he was arrested 
on a warrant from that county 
charging him with felony criminal 
non-support (failure to pay child 
support).

All other arrests came as the 
result of vehicle stops which the 
unit made while investigating 
suspicious activity at the Super 
game room on U.S. 271 in the 
Union Grove area.

Two Kilgore residents were 
arrested Nov. 13 when they 
were found in possession of 10 
grams of methamphetamine at 
the Upshur-Gregg county line on 
U.S. 271.

The driver, Jason Booth, 33, and 
passenger, Vicki Wright, 39, were 
each charged with possession 
of controlled substance--at least 
four, but less than 200 grams of 

methamphetamine.
A passenger in a vehicle 

which was also stopped at the 
county line Nov. 19, Charity 
Morris, 32, of Gulfport, Miss., 
was charged with possession of 
controlled substance--more than 
one, but less than four grams of 
methamphetamine after being 
found with the drug.

A Dallas man and Longview 
woman were arrested Nov. 
20 at the intersection of U.S. 
271 and Bowden Road when 
officers found them possessing 
methamphetamine.

The driver, Landon Lord, 26, 
was charged with possession of 
controlled substance--more than 
one, but less than four grams 
of methamphetamine, as was 
passenger Dusty Dudley, 47, 
who was additionally charged 
with felony theft of a firearm 
after investigation revealed she 
possessed a stolen one.

Marquise Spraglin, 47, of 
Gladewater, was arrested Nov. 
25 on a Morris County warrant 
charging him with felony forgery. 
He was stopped at the intersection 
of 271 and Lane Road.

Upshur SO makes arrests

AUSTIN, TX — A slew of new 
laws are set to take effect in Texas 
on Jan. 1, 2020, on myriad issues 
— from stricter provisions in 
reporting harassment at colleges 
and universities to more stringent 
reporting on data breaches to 
ending surprise medical fees.

The new laws all were passed 
during the 2019 session of the 
Texas Legislature. Among them:

BINGO FEES
House Bill 914 was passed 

to amend the Bingo Enabling 
Act. The change eliminates the 
5 percent prize fee for non-cash 
prizes valued at more than $5. 
Come next year, the law also 
will require licensed authorized 
organizations that conduct bingo 
games to collect the 5 percent 
fee on cash prizes and also pay 
50 percent of the fees collected 
to the Texas Commission Lottery 
each quarter. Under the new law, 

counties and cities will be able to 
opt in to receive prize fees as well.

COMPLAINTS FILED 
AGAINST NONPROFIT 

HEALTH GROUPS
House Bill 1532 is designed 

to require nonprofit health 
organizations to develop anti-
retaliation policies for doctors 
and submit biennial reports to 
the Texas Medical Board. The 
bill passed on Sept. 1, 2019, also 
amends the Medical Practice 
Act to require the Texas Medical 
Board to accept and process 
complaints against a certified 
nonprofit health organization the 
same manner in which it would 
handle complaints against a 
health professional.

FLOOD FUNDS
By virtue of its passage, 

Senate Bill 7 creates a flood 
infrastructure fund and Texas 

infrastructure resiliency fund 
the Texas Water Development 
Board can then use to help local 
governments with matching 
federal funds. Those funds can 
then be used for Àood research, 
planning and mitigation projects 
following natural disasters such 
as Hurricane Harvey.

HARASSMENT AT 
COLLEGES AND 
UNIVERSITIES

Dubbed Senate Bill 212, this 
new law requires employees at 
institutions of higher education 
— be they private, public or 
independen t  — to  repor t 
allegations of dating violence, 
sexual harassment, sexual assault 
or stalking made against a student 
or employee to the institution’s 
Title IX coordinator. Those failing 
to adhere to the new law would 
face a Class B misdemeanor 

charge — upgraded to a Class 
A misdemeanor if it’s found the 
employee intended to conceal the 
incident requiring such enhanced 
reporting standards. Title IX 
office officials at the University of 
Texas at Austin diligently posted 
details of the new law on its 
website well before it takes effect.

PERSONAL DATA 
BREACHES

This new law, House Bill 
4390, serves as an amendment 
to the Business and Commerce 
Code by setting a deadline for 
someone conducting business in 
Texas or who owns or licenses 
computerized data with sensitive 
personal information to notify 
individuals of a security breach. 
The business operator will have 
up to 60 days after the breach 
to report it, in accordance to 

the new law. Moreover, if a 
breach involves at least 250 
Texas consumers, the person 
conducting business must also 
notify the attorney general of the 
incident along with a detailed list 
of steps being taken to mitigate 
the breach.

SURPRISE 
MEDICAL BILLS

Senate Bill 1264 was created to 
protect consumers toward ending 
surprise medical bills. Related 
legislation already has taken 
effect, and this addendum is set 
to become law at the beginning of 
the year. The law requires health 
maintenance organization pay 
for emergency care performed 
by non-network physicians 
or providers in an amount the 
HMO deems reasonable for the 
emergency care. Another mandate 

called for in the new law is a ban 
on the non-network physician or 
provider on billing a patient. It 
also outlines provisions centered 
on patients having no financial 
responsibility for an amount 
greater than their responsibility 
under their health care plan 
— including a co-payment, co-
insurance or deductible.

POST-DISASTER 
TAX RELIEF

House Bill 492 was created 
to allow a temporary property 
tax exemption for a portion of 
an appraised value of property 
damaged in a disaster area. The 
tax exemption is effective only 
after the governor declares the 
region a disaster area and if a 
local governing body chooses 
to adopt it within 60 days of the 
gubernatorial declaration.

New Texas Laws That Could Impact Your Life In 2020

$4,200 raised by GFD 2019 
MDA Fill the Boot campaign
During the 2019 MDA Fill the Boot campaign, the dedicated 

members of the Gladewater Professional Fire Fighters Association, 
Local 5210 took to the streets and continued a 65-year tradition of 
giving strength to the MDA community.

 “The fire fighters of Gladewater Professional Fire Fighters 
Association Local 5210 have once again gone above and beyond 
for MDA’s families during this year’s Fill the Boot campaign,” said 
Director of Development, Tiffany Bratcher “We are so grateful for 
their dedication and for the generosity of those in the Gladewater 
community who have helped to raise critical funds to help transform 
the lives of kids and adults with muscular dystrophy, ALS and related 
muscle-debilitating diseases. 

Funds raised through Gladewater Fill the Boot events help MDA 
save lives and lift those up in need, by providing the MDA with vital 
resources to advance their mission of driving innovations in science 
and care for the neuromuscular community. Contributions have 
helped fund groundbreaking research and life-enhancing programs 
such as state-of-the-art support groups and Care Centers, including 
the MDA Care Center at Children’s Health, Cooks Children’s, Texas 
Neurology and UT Southwestern in Dallas, TX. They also help send 
local kids to “the best week of the year” at MDA summer camp at 
Camp John Marc – all at no cost to their families. Today the IAFF/
MDA partnership is finding new ways to save lives by working to 
expand newborn screenings in the U.S. with Pompe disease or Spinal 
Muscular Atrophy (SMA), so that they can be immediately eligible 
for lifesaving and life changing therapies.
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Former Harmony teacher charged 
with taking Band Booster $$$$

Hazel said Harmony ISD 
officials contacted the sheriff’s 
office in August “to make a report 
regarding missing funds from the 
band booster account.” He said 
school personnel “discovered 
some anomalies,” and Sheriff 
Larry Webb’s office opened an 
investigation.

The probe by detectives 
determined Denson had taken 
$27,000 from the booster club 
account over a period ending 
last August, and the fndings were 
forwarded to District Attorney 

Billy Byrd’s office, said Hazel. 
The Upshur County Grand Jury 
subsequently indicted Denson 

Dec. 19, and she was booked 
into the county jail on warrants, 
authorities said.

Continued from Page 1

WWII Vet requests 100 cards for 100th birthday
BONHAM – Chairman of the Veterans Land Board George P. Bush 

asks for help in ensuring WWII Navy Veteran Lyndoll Hurley receives 
100 birthday cards for his centennial birthday.

On Wednesday, January 8, WWII United States Navy Veteran 
Lyndoll Hurley will turn 100 years young. Lyndoll Hurley proudly 
served in WWII in the Navy. Please help us celebrate this momentous 
occasion by sending a birthday card to Lyndoll Hurley’s home at the 
Clyde W. Cosper Texas Veterans Home, run by the Veterans Land 
Board. Let’s make sure he receives all 100 birthday cards. Birthday 
cards should be addressed to: Lyndoll Hurley c/o Clyde W. Cosper TX, 
State Veterans Home, 1300 Seven Oaks Road, Bonham, T; 75418




