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By Jim Bardwell
This year is almost over and it couldn’t come too soon. We’ve had 

a heck of a news year - that’s “news year” not New Year.
We’ve reported in the COVID-19 Pandemic and how it has touched 

almost every aspect of our lives - from car parade high school 
graduation to the Gladewater rodeo being canceled for the first time 
ever. Schools had to rethink how they could keep kids connected and 
educated while keeping everyone safe. 

It has been a sad year in many ways - but not totally. The Gladewater 
Bears won another district crown, and most businesses survived the 
mandatory closer orders as government officials tried to flatten the 
curve on the rising cases of COVID. We still had Holiday Open House 
while social distancing and wearing masks, and life went on - not 
quite as usual, but it went on.

The following are some of the top stories of 2020.

January
We started off 2020 with news that the Gregg County sheriff’s 

deputies and Gladewater Police captured a 34-year-old jail escapee 
on US 271 after searching for the escapee all night long. Jace Laws 
was arrested and was transported by the Gregg County Sheriff’s 
Office from the scene to the Smith County Courthouse where he was 

2020 
It was a heck of a ride

Wednesday, Jan. 29, 2020                                Vol. 92, No.  5                          1 Section,  12 pages                            50¢     

Continued on Page 9

By Elaine Roddy
Museum Director

The building adjacent to the 
Gladewater Museum was for sale 
and the discussion began to make 
this building the home of a Rodeo 
Museum. Since the rodeo began 
in 1938, there were many years of 
history. Did you know that A.B. 
Foshee won $25.00 to name the 
rodeo—Gladewater Round-up 
Rodeo? Those are details that we 
want to preserve.  

Therefore, on July 19, 2018, the 
legal papers were signed making 
112 W. Pacific the property of the 
Gladewater Museum. This was a 
time of celebration but also a time 
of important decisions about the 
future of the Gladewater Museum 
Rodeo Annex.  The Gladewater 
Round-up Rodeo Association 

has been very supportive during 
this journey.  A museum is 
never finished; therefore we are 
asking you to continue to supply 
mementoes, pictures and stories 
about your experiences at the 
Gladewater Rodeo. 

Many thanks to everyone who 
worked hard, donated articles, 
shared memories, contributed 
funds and offered encouragement 
to make our opening a success. 
There are so many people to 
thank, therefore, we created a 
Pardners Wall with God at the 
top.  A special thanks goes to 
Michael Webber, contractor, 
Paul Reed, electrical contractor, 
the Gladewater Round-up Rodeo 
Directors and the Gladewater 
Museum Board of directors and 
volunteers who have worked 

tirelessly. 
Our Gladewater community 

came out (approximately 150 
attended) on Jan. 18 to enjoy the 
annual “Night at the Museum” 
and the opening of the Museum 
Annex. Sponsors for the raffle 
basket included the Stockyard 
Steakhouse, Walker Manor, 
Scrubby Love, Gladewater 
Round-up Rodeo Association 
and the Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce.  The drawing at 
8 p.m. made Bubba Mohon the 
lucky winner of the basket.  The 
reception was sponsored by Matt 
and Karla Byrd, Brookshires, 
and the Gladewater Museum 
volunteers. The museum also gave 
a quilt made by Elaine Roddy to 
a veteran who registered. Tom 
Witherspoon was the deserving 

Gladewater Museum update
veteran who is now wrapping that 
quilt around his shoulders. The 
museum also created a special 
expanded exhibit for Gladewater 
veterans and a complete exhibit 
on car dealerships, especially 
McKaig’s and J.O.Williams.

Now you can enjoy both 
museums every Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. To see the Annex, come 
to the Museum and a volunteer 
will be honored to take you on 
a tour. Think about becoming a 
volunteer. Support the museum 
by becoming a member for only 
$30 a year; you will receive 
our newsletter and help pay 
our expenses.  Thank you for 
allowing the Gladewater Museum 
Association to be a vital part of 
Gladewater.Tom Witherspoon was the lucky winner of a specially cre-

ated quilt by Elaine Roddy.            Courtesy Photo

Union Grove Lion Chase Mead (2) goes up and stops the 
shot, with Connor Cowan (11) assist. Read more about 
last week’s UGHS roundball area action inside. 

Photo by Kim Hill

GISD Asst. Supt. Dr. Cliff Lightfoot joined board members Ross Morgan, Rickie Blackmon, George Glenn, Jon Keller, 
Garth , David Floyd, Jamie Robertson and superintendent Sedric Clark at the recent school board appreciation dinner 
held at Gladewater High School.               Courtesy Photo

The Gladewater ISD joined  
1,025 school districts throughout 
Texas to celebrate January as 
School Board Recognition 
Month.

“Our school board members are 
volunteers who shoulder critical 
responsibilities and often make 
difficult choices for our district, 
all without pay,” said GISD 
Superintendent Sedric Clark.  
“Their goal is always focused on 
the future success of the children 
in our district, 

“Celebrating School Board 
Recognition Month is one way to 
say thanks for all they do.” 

Serving as a link between 
the community and classroom, 
school board members are elected 
to establish the policies that 
provide the framework for public 
schools. The Gladewater ISD 

Gladewater ISD celebrates ‘School 
Board Recognition Month’ 

board is responsible for an annual 
budget of $18 million, 1835 
students, 308 employees, and 4 

campuses. 
Board  members  serv ing 

Gladewater ISO are: 

Jon Keller - President 
Rickie Blackmon -  Vice 

President 
George Glenn - Secretary 
Garth Cockerell 
David Floyd 
Ross Morgan 
Jamie Robertson 
“It’s more important than 

ever before that communities 
support public education so that 
today’s students are prepared to 
be productive citizens and the 
leaders of tomorrow. 

“Please take a moment and 
tell school board members 
‘thanks for caring about our 
children and giving so much to 
our community.’ Let them know 
we support them and that their 
dedicated service is recognized 
and truly appreciated,” Clark 
said. 

SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES:
Jon Keller

Elected 
2008

P r o u d 
G l a d e w a t e r 
g r a d u a t e , 
Texas  A&M 
U n i v e r s i t y 
College Station 
B a c h e l o r 

of Business Administration, 
Accounting major, Profession: 
City National Bank Branch 
President

Motivation to serve: Just a 

calling to serve the community-
there was no particular issue or 
concern. I grew up in a family 
of educators. My parents both 
worked for GISD and ultimately 
retired from our District. I am 
proud of having graduated from 
GHS and wanted to serve to give 
back to our community.

G r e a t e s t  G I S D 
accomplishments: Passing the 
bond that gave our students 
a state of the art new middle 
school campus and also renovated 
the existing Weldon campus 

that added space to consolidate 
two campuses into one. The 
community truly gave our 
students and staff two jewels to 
come to learn and work in every 
day.

Greatest GISD challenges: 
No shock coming from the 
accounting guy-finances have 
been and I feel will continue to 
be our greatest challenge. For the 
first time since I have been on the 
board, the State increased school 
funding. The legislature was very 

generous but most of the funding 
was designated for teacher raises. 
That was very welcome funding 
for our teachers and staff-better 
late than never. The funding also 
allowed for property tax relief for 
our citizens. The funding did not 
address growing costs for other 
issues like energy costs, increased 
maintenance and operating 
costs and future funding of the 
increased pay scales implemented 
with the funding. We need new 

KELLER

Mirror publisher Jim Bardwell visits with U.S. Congress-
man Louie Gohmert Thursday at Gilmer’s First National 
Bank meet and greet for the elected officials and local 
candidates. Bardwell is running for the Upshur County 
Pct. 1 Commissioner’s position. 

Photo by Suzanne Bardwell

By Phillip Williams
Some 14 Republicans and one Democrat who are candidates in 

the 2020 elections for Upshur County or state offices addressed a 
candidate forum at the Pritchett Community Center last Thursday 
night.

Counting the candidates, about 60 attended the gathering sponsored 
by the rural center. The candidates are running in their respective 
parties’ March 3 primary elections, but some who are unopposed for 
public office in the primaries will face opposition in the November 
general election.

Two of the three candidates seeking to succeed retiring Precinct 

County candidates 
make stop in Pritchett

Continued on Page 5
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Recycling @ City Hall Recycling @ City Hall 
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SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEES:

Proud sponsor of Black History Month
895 E Broadway Ave, Gladewater

(903) 374-2533
www.bankatcnb.bank

Robert Hodges was named Mr. GHS and Graci Hart was 
named Miss GHS at Saturday night’s Spotlight on GHS. 
The two seniors were selected for the coveted honor 
based on a percentage of student votes, faculty and staff 
votes, weighted GPA, years in the National Honor Society 
and level of participation during their four years of high 
school. The honor was established at GHS in 1950. See 
more photos inside.                 Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Jody Day, UGISD Board President
Elected:  2008

Elkhart HS alum, Profession:  Day Industrial Solutions, President 
& Co-Founder

Motivation to serve:  I wanted to be part of helping grow Union 
Grove. Union Grove has always been a special place and I wanted to 
be part of helping in preparing our kids for success.

Greatest UGISD accomplishments during tenure:  We have 
been able to put together a great faculty and staff to prepare our kids 
for their success in life. We have also been able to pass two bonds in 
the efforts to enhance the learning experience for our students here 
at Union Grove.

Greatest challenges facing UGISD:  Over the last few years 
funding from the state has been a major factor facing public education. 
Some relief was given from the state this last legislative session and we 
are thankful for that. I feel the local districts like UGISD and many East 
Texas schools still need to stay in close relationships with their State 
Representative to ensure funding is adequate to support their district.

What sets UGISD apart? There are many great districts in our 
East Texas area with great leaders and teachers. UGISD like many of 
these schools strive to find an atmosphere to impact students’ lives to 
be successful and prepared for their future.

Anything else readers need to know:  It is a great pleasure of 
mine to serve the students, faculty and staff at Union Grove. I have 
been blessed to be part of this community and this board as we strive 
to impact the lives of our students.

Bennie Norris
Elected:  2005

Gladewater HS alum, Kilgore College Oil & Gas degree, Profession:  
Oilfield contracter

Motivation to serve:  To be a voice for the community and our 
students.

Greatest UGISD accomplishments during tenure:  I’m most 
proud of the change in culture and climate at Union Grove, I feel that 
our kiddos now believe there is nothing they can’t achieve with hard 
work and positive attitude, and I hope I have had a small part in that.

Greatest challenges facing UGISD:  There are many challenges 
public schools now face, especially in the areas of state funding and 
ever changing testing procedures.

What sets UGISD apart?  There are some really good school 
districts in our area, but I believe that Union Grove has for several 
years been a premier district. The educational opportunities at UG, 
mixed with a great many family environment, wonderful teachers, 
coaches, administrators and staff make it one of the best places in 
East Texas for you to raise a family and send your kids to school.

Anything else readers should know:  It has been my privilege to 
serve the people of Union Grove as trustee, what a great place to live.

Justin Smith
Elected:  2019

Pine Tree HS alum, Stephen F. Austin University, Profession:  ABC 
Auto Parts Regional Manager

Motivation to serve:  I have been involved with Union Grove ISD 
for several years. My wife teaches at UGISD and I have three children 
that attend. I love what our school does and I want to see Union Grove 
continue to be successful at teaching and developing kids that will 
continue to excel in life after they graduate from Union Grove.

What sets UGISD apart:  Even though Union Grove is a smaller 
school district we offer several extracurricular activities that stand us 
apart from other schools in our area. Not only does Union Grove have 
a great athletic and band program we offer things like FFA, Rocketry, 
Target Clay Shooting and several career and tech opportunities that 
keep our kids involved with being a part of a fantastic district and 

UIL realignment released
2020-22 Football Dist. Alignment 

Conference 3A Division 1
District 6

Atlanta
Gladewater

Gladewater Sabine
Jefferson

New Boston
Tatum

White Oak
2020-21 Basketball & Volleyball District 

Alignment
Conference 3A

District 15
Daingerfield

Diana New Diana
Gladewater

Gladewater Sabine
Hughes Springs

Ore City
White Oak

2020-22 Football Dist. Alignment 
2A - REGION 3 District 9

Beckville
Big Sandy
Frankston

Gladewater Union Grove
Hawkins

Linden-Kildare

Price Carlisle
2020-21 Basketball District Alignement

Conference 2A District 21
Beckville

Big Sandy
Gladewater Union Grove

Hawkins
Overton

Price Carlisle
2020-22 Football Dist. Alignment 

Conference 4A Division 2
District 8

Gilmer
Longview Spring Hill
Paris North Lamar

Pittsburg
Texarkana Liberty-Eylau

Texarkana Pleasant Grove
2020-21 Basketball & Volleyball District 

Alignment
Conference 4A

District 15
Gilmer
Paris

Paris North Lamar
Pittsburg

Texarkana Liberty-Eylau
Texarkana Pleasant Grove

Conference Cutoffs
6A: 2220 and above 246 schools: 245 (Basketball); 245 (Football); 244 (Volleyball)
5A: 1230 – 2219 253 schools: 252 (Basketball); 251 (Football); 253 (Volleyball)
4A: 515 – 1229 206 schools: 206 (Basketball); 188 (Football); 201 (Volleyball)
3A: 230 – 514 235 schools: 235 (Basketball); 210 (Football); 222 (Volleyball)
2A: 105 – 229 201 schools: 201 (Basketball); 190 (Football); 137 (Volleyball)
1A: 104.9 and below 218 schools: 217 (Basketball); 153 (Football); 118 (Volleyball)
1A – 5A Football Division I and Division II Numbers
1A Division I: 59.5 – 104.9 77 schools
1A Division II: 59.4 and below 76 schools
2A Division I: 165.5 – 229 97 schools
2A Division II: 105 – 165.4 93 schools
3A Division I: 350 – 514 105 schools
3A Division II: 230 – 349 105 schools
4A Division I: 880 – 1229 95 schools
4A Division II: 515 – 879 93 schools
5A Division I: 1922 – 2219 129 schools
5A Division II: 1230 – 1921 122 schools

By Suzanne Bardwell
Superintendent Sedric Clark is making 

a difference. A big difference as the 
instructional leader of Gladewater 
Independent School District.

“My greatest desire is to positively 
impact the lives of the students and adults 
I serve,” Clark said. “I was attracted to the 
GISD superintendent’s position because I 
believed that it would give me a wonderful 
opportunity to do that—and it has.”

Clark says that he inherited a great 
situation.

“I see my job as doing what’s necessary 
to make the situation I inherited better for 
both our students and employees. I am 
most proud of how we, the Gladewater 
community, parents, students, faculty, staff and administration, are working 
together to make that happen.”

Clark a native of DeSoto Parish, Louisiana graduated from Pelican High 
School. 

“I was one of 14 graduates,” he said. “I felt that my school and my teachers 
gave me the foundation that I needed to be successful. I credit them for helping 
me earn a full academic scholarship to LSU.”

Clark earned his Bachelor of Science in Secondary English and Mathematics at 
LSU. He earned a Master’s Degree in Educational Leadership from Northwestern 
State University and will graduate with his Doctor of Education degree from 
Louisiana Tech University in November.

Clark met his wife, Katonya, when they were both attending Pelican High 
School. The couple have been married for 22 years. He says that she has been 
very supportive throughout his career.

“I was her principal for six years and am now her superintendent,” Clark said. 
“She is a great educator who continues to grow and get better for the kids she 
serves. She inspires me.”

Clark’s influences have profoundly shaped the educator and man he has 
become.

“I’ve been blessed to have many people who have positively impacted my life,” 
Clark said. “The two people who have had the greatest impact on my life are my 
Grandmother and Pastor. My Grandmother taught me the values of family, hard 
work and perseverance. My Pastor has been a constant and consistent example 
of Christian compassion, humility and integrity. He and my family are reasons 
why I remain committed and connected to my family church.”

Clark has worshipped and served at the same church where he accepted Christ 

Clark’s vision drives mission
Fast Facts about Sedric Clark
What are your three favorite things about 
Gladewater?
“I love the people of Gladewater. I love the pride 
that you can feel throughout the community. 
And, I believe, that we are currently positioned 
to achieve great things.”

Professional Honors:
2016 DeSoto Parish Principal of the Year
2017 Louisiana Principal of the Year
2017 National Principal of the Year candidate
2017 Northwestern State University Young 
Educator of the Year

Do you see yourself as a role model?
“I’m not certain about the term ‘role model’. 
However, I hope to live in a way that inspires 
others and make them think that ‘if he can live 
out his dreams, I can too’.”

What advice would you give young people 
today for their future?
“I want our kids to dream big and have the 
character to work hard to make those dreams 
reality. I want to make sure that our school 
systems gives each of them the foundation 
needed to be whoever they want to be.”

What do you consider your most important 
values?
“Commitment, Compassion, Integrity, 
Perseverance. All the people who have been 
inspirations to me have displayed these values.”

What does being an American mean to you?
“As Americans, we are blessed with freedoms 
and opportunities that are unique to only 
citizens of our country. With those freedoms 
and opportunities comes the responsibility of 
protecting and preserving them. We should 
always show gratitude for those who have 
fought for, and in many cases, laid down their 
lives to ensure that we can live in such a great 
country.”
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Restoring 180 residents, and directors Aaron and Cindy Kincaid, presented the January 
program for Oil Patch Texas Retired Teachers Association. Oil Patch TRTA members 
created shower baskets filled with toiletries in appreciation. The Restoring 180 ministry 
is a women’s residence in Gladewater that is a nine-month Bible and faith based program 
for women who are in need of restoration due to poor life choices, drug or alcohol 
addiction, abused or battered relationships and weak accountability systems. The 
ministry provides life coaching, education, legal assistance and parenting education.  

Courtesy Photo

Rotary members Dr. Candice Dennison and Scott Owens, assisted by dedicated 
volunteer Clayton Burroughs, worked Saturday’s city recycling. Recycling is held the 
second Saturday of each month regardless of the weather. Recyclables accepted include 
paper and plastic. No glass or metal is accepted. A total of 93 dropoffs were collected 
for the month, up from the last few months.  The Rotary was the sponsor of this month.
Volunteers for the day were Sam Cloud,Todd Clifton,Jim Bardwell Mark Armstrong,Al 
Harrison,Scott Owens,and Candice Denison owner of Gladewater Family Dental. Brent 
Mickleboro was the driver for Republic Services.             Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Tia Gbawer shines 
By Suzanne Bardwell

Tia Gbawer is known for her beauty. Both inside and out. She is a 
spirited supporter and leader at 
Gladewater High School. The 
proud 13-year Bear says that 
it is very rare to see someone 
who isn’t a proud Bear fan. 
This lovely Bear fan could 
be seen every Friday night 
at halftime as a HoneyBear 
Lieutenant.

“Tia guides the girls and 
sets a great example for them,” 
HoneyBear coach Diane Clark 
said. “She is always giving of 
her time and works very hard 
every day in dance class. She 
instills pride for the entire team.”

Tia’s work ethic, pride and 
focus is something she is 
known for. Tia says she grew 
up with her Mom, step-dad and 
three sisters in a middle class 
environment.

“We weren’t poor but we 
weren’t wealthy either,” she said. “I’m so thankful for everything 
I have. It has shaped me into being an humble person. Today you 
see kids showing off the big new thing that they got for Christmas 

or for their birthday without thinking about kids who don’t get to 
experience those type of things.”

She says her parents have had the greatest impact on shaping her 
and how she sees the world.

“I have always strived to graduate high school and go to college 
to make them proud and I look forward to my future working 
environment.”

After graduation she plans to attend Texas A&M University at 

Tia Gbawar Fast Facts
Proud 13 Year Bear

HoneyBear Lieutenant
Class of 2020 Vice President

Spotlight on GHS:  Most Beautiful

Goal:  To become a nurse

If you had a motto or slogan to 
live by what would it be?
“Education is the most powerful 
thing. Nobody can take your 
knowledge away from you.”

What does being an American 
mean to you?
Being Free. Being able to live life 
to the fullest. Not many get that 
chance and I am so thankful I do.

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce welcomed Granny B’s into the Chamber Family Thursday morning with a for-
mal ribbon cutting in the restaurant’s new indoor seating area located at 1603 N Main. Welcome Granny B’s. 

Photo by Jim Bardwell

Volunteers, like Chris Hoefer in his green tutu, and com-
munity members gathered at Lake Gladewater which was 
at 49-degrees for the Area 7 Special Olympics Inaugural 
Polar Plunge last Saturday. Organizer Chris Darnell said 
Anytime Fitness in Gladewater approached him about 
setting up a fundraiser, and creating the area’s own Polar 
Plunge seemed like the perfect fit. Attendees raised mon-
ey by themselves or put together fundraisers to sponsor 
their plunge. Area 7 has 1,092 athletes and they hope to 
see that number push past 2,000 by the end of the year, 
according to a news release from the organization. The 
event also featured a Fire Truck pull, with Gladewater 
firefighters providing the 4,300 pound truck which had to 
be pulled 75 feet in the shortest time. The winning team  
made up of the Clarksville City/Warren City VFD finished 
in a time of 19.28 seconds.

Photos by Jim Bardwell
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $5,646.35 $4,544.19 24.25% $9,593.88 $8,101.68  18.41%
Easton 1.000% $4,461.37 $1,874.10 138.05% $7,706.94 $2,705.93  184.81%
Gladewater 1.500% $151,040.45 $102,687.28 47.08% $240,638.36 $174,815.41 37.65%
Kilgore 1.500% $861,656.54 $980,061.17 -12.08% $1,480,842.80 $1,742,764.43 -15.02%
Lakeport 1.500% $19,862.22 $17,470.64 13.68% $33,646.26 $30,803.40 9.22%
Longview 1.500% $3,771,503.49 $3,562,214.14 5.87% $6,517,637.04 $6,186,953.91 5.34%
Warren City 1.000% $1,837.05 $1,498.95 22.55% $3,427.05 $4,472.58  -23.37%
White Oak 1.500% $115,051.18 $98,028.82 17.36% $184,333.31 $183,361.45 0.53%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $23,612.51 $24,424.35 -3.32% $36,258.52 $40,013.04 -9.38%
East Mountain 1.000% $5,304.18 $2,689.99 97.18% $8,550.53 $4,677.35 82.80%
Gilmer 1.500% $211,043.80 $180,494.33 16.92% $359,421.65 $333,763.63 7.68%
Ore City 1.500% $19,652.26 $17,138.63 14.66% $35,692.46 $31,158.84 14.55%
Union Grove 1.000% $557.84 $699.74 -20.27% $712.17 $976.47 -27.06%

Continued on Page 12

Continued on Page 8

Local sales tax soars 47.08%
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar on Feb. 12 announced he would send cities, 

counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $1.04 billion in 
local sales tax allocations for February, which was 9.4% more than the amount 
distributed for February 2019.

And Gladewater’s local sales tax showed a 47.08-percent increase over the 
same  period last year. Gladewater’s sales tax went from $102,687.28 in 2019 
to $151,040.45 for February of this year. For the year, Gladewater stands at 
37.65-percent ahead of the previous year.

Neighboring White also posted double digit increases with a 17.36-percent 
increase - $98,028.82 compared to $115,051.18 in 2019. Gilmer posted a 
16.92-percent increase - $211,043.80 compared to $180,494.33 last year.

The allocations are based on sales made in December by businesses that report 
tax monthly; October, November and December sales by quarterly filers; and 2019 
sales by businesses that report tax annually. In his announcement, Hegar pointed 
out that Christmas shopping typically occurring in November was shifted into 
December due to the relatively late date of Thanksgiving (Nov. 28), helping make 
the February allocations substantially higher than in previous months.

Compare the Upshur County Commissioner candidates

Local Gladewater City Council 
races and Gladewater ISD school 
board races are now set.

T h e  M a y  2 
election will feature 
Place 1 incumbent 
Mayor .J.D. Shipp 
being challenged by 
local businessman 
Mat t  Byrd ,  who 
is married to city 
council woman Karla 
Byrd. Karla Bryd had 
considered running 
for mayor after one 
year on the council.

Incumbent Place 2 councilman 
Farrell Alexander, who is a local 
realtor and served 
as chief of police in 
Gladewater, is being 
challenged by former 
c i ty  counci lman 
S c o t t  O w e n s . 
Owens works for a 
Longview auto dealer 
and has interests 
i n  G l a d e w a t e r 
businesses.

And incumbent 
Place 3 city council 
woman Brandy Flanagan is 
running  unopposed for another 
two-year term.

Over at the Gladewater ISD 
school board race, all three 
incumbents - Jon Keller - Position 
4, David Floyd - Position 5 and 
Jamie Robertson - Position 6, 
filed for re-election and have no 
challengers. Since there is no 
contested race, Texas law allows 
GISD to cancel the election. 

Byrd challenging 
Shipp for mayor,

Owens taking 
on Alexander

ALEXANDER

OWENS

SHIPP

BYRD

EDITOR’S NOTE: All can-
didates running for Upshur 
County Commissioner Pct. 
1 and Pct. 3 were asked to 
participate in the following 
questions-and-answers so 
voters can compare the 
candidates side-by-side. 
Some candidates chose not 
to participate in this free fo-
rum. BARDWELLSMITH GRIMES ASHLEY ABERNATHY

RICHARD SMITH
Precinct 3

Q - Briefly tell us about your 
educational and/or business 
background and how that 
experience and expertise will 
help you in representing Upshur 
County on the Commissioner’s 
Court.  

A - I graduated Gilmer High 
School in 1984, and attended 
University of Texas at Tyler from 
1989-1995, majoring in Business 
Marke t ing  and  Indus t r i a l 
Technology. 

I have worked in the Heavy 
Equipment business for the last 
24 years and spent 6 years as 
a manager for a major heavy 
equipment dealership. I oversaw 

a budget yearly between 4.5-6 
million dollars, and a staff of 
8-12 employees. I have a full 
understanding how budgeting 
and forecasting revenues work. 
Part of my job was to oversee and 
approve all expenditures, I also 
worked  with other departments 
to adjust and set their budgets 
each year. The experience from 
these companies, that I worked 
for, will prepare me to know 
how  the county budget operates, 
with  incoming revenues and 
expenditures. I can and will 
work dilligently with the county 
departments to make sure the 
county is using taxpayer’s money 
wisely and efficiently. The last 
12 years I have been an account 
manager in the heavy equipment 

business. The experience  I 
will bring, can be an asset to 
the county road and bridge 
department. Making  decisions 
for the right equipment with 
the correct financing, leasing or 
renting option is just a another 
one of my many qualifications. 

Being a  par t  of  several 
organizations and committees, 
has given me vast experience and 
knowledge to help this county 
thrive. 

Q - The County faces an 
uncertain financial future with 
unfunded-state mandates and 
shrinking financial assistance 
from the state and federal 
governments in the form of 
grants, loans and aid which 

could place a larger financial 
burden on the backs of local 
tax payers.  How do you think 
the County can address the 
many immediate needs while 
not over-taxing local property 
owners?

A - Grants that can be utilized 
to help subsidize some of the 
departments in the county, and 
I want to fully use all resources 
the county has to help with the 
tax burden. It is my strong belief 
the county budget needs to be 
worked on through out the fiscal 
year, not just at budget time. It 
is an important part of county 
government and needs the utmost 
attention. We need an economic 
development plan for the whole 

county to market Upshur County. 
An economic plan will attract 
businesses to this county. It is 
important to have a vision that 
includes an immediate impact 
plan, a 5 year plan, 10 year 
plan, and a 20 year plan. I feel 
working  with the commissioners 
and  creating a committee within 
their precincts is very important. 
The committee  should include, 
community leaders, business 
leaders, financial officials, and 
school administrators from all of 
Upshur County. 

Q - Roads – everyone drives 
them every day and most people 
have something negative to say 
about Upshur County Roads. 
How will you address the need 

to improve the Upshur County 
road system?

A - If elected, I want to work 
with our road administrator on 
a regular basis to address the 
needs of our county roads. As I 
have been campaigning, I have 
come across some unsatisified 
citizens with our road issues. 
My experience with account 
management and sales in the 
heavy equipment business, can 
be beneficial to the citizens of 
this county.

Q - Why should Upshur 
County residents cast their vote 
for you? What sets you apart 
from your opponents?

A - I am a Conservative 
Republian with the same true 
concerns about the future of 
our county. I do not believe 
that raising taxes is the answer. 
There are other means to raising 
revenue for this county.  My vast 
experience in the business world, 
which includes  working with 
State and Federal agencies, has 
given me added experience to 

GISD approves 
$280K cable 
improvement
40 percent grant to 
underwrite project

By Suzanne Bardwell
Gladewater ISD Trustees had 

a 2-hour session at last week’s 
meeting with multiple reports and 
discussion. Trustees approved 
6-0, with George Glenn absent, 
a network cabling infrastructure 
improvement from ETEX for the 
high school and primary school 
after a lengthy discussion. 

The projects would provide 
the infrastructure to increase 
bandwidth and speed for the staff 
and students, as well as allow for 
possible security improvements 
in the future. With a total cost of 
over $280,000 the district can use 
Title II funds from an eRate Grant 
to pay approximately 40 percent 
of the total and possibly more 
according to board president Jon 
Keller. He also noted that the 
most the district would have to 
pay for the project is $167,687.

Supt. Sedric Clark announced 
his plans to hold a GISD Vision 
2025 Town Hall meeting to 
engage the community in the 
future of the district. The first 
Town Hall is scheduled for 
Monday, March 23 at 6 p.m.

Clark also announced that the 
Upshur County SSA Community 
School is scheduled to move out 
of the former Gladewater Middle 
School (old high school) by Dec. 
31, 2020. The Community School 
will be relocated to a vacated 

Continued on Page 2

Showing his athletic chops as a junior with only two 
seconds left in the second quarter, linebacker #72 Zac 
Tyeskie recovered a Raider fumble and raced 45 yards 
for a touchdown that brought the score to 19-0 before 
the half. The Bears went on to beat Winnsboro in the 
2018 district game.                Photo By Suzanne Bardwell 

By Suzanne Bardwell
Prenzton Z. Tyeskie, ‘Zac’, says he has attended Gladewater 

Schools “all of my life”. The proud 13-year Bear is involved in 
football, powerlifting and the Bear News Network. At Gladewater 
High School’s Spotlight on GHS Zac was a Most Athletic nominee 
for good reason. Earning All State honorable mention honors as 
a defensive lineman, All East Texas honorable mention and All 
District first team, his contributions to the regional semi-final 
champion Bear football team, as well as his teammates’ are 
recognized throughout the region.

“I consider one of my greatest achievements going to the fourth 
round of the playoffs in football,” Zac said. “I will compete in the 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes All Star game in June.”

Zac says that being a Bear has impacted his personal development 
to a great degree.

“It has made me into a respectable young man that will push 
through during tough times,” he said. “It has helped me to stay 
positive and encouraged me to be a good teammate and a good 
leader.”

But Zac doesn’t stop there.
“The greatest strength of GHS and GISD are the student-teacher 

relationships,” Zac said. “The staff and teachers work hard to help 
me be the best I can be. The coaches have helped me become an 
honest, respectable man.”

The young leader’s advice for his peers has depth and is ageless.
“Every moment and all circumstances is an opportunity to learn,” 

Spotlight on leadership

February 18-28February 18-28
at the Courthouseat the Courthouse
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Voters heading to the polls Tuesday
By Phillip Williams

Texas voters go to polling places Tuesday for Republican and 
Democratic party primaries in which races ranging from President 
to county and state offices are on the ballot.

In Upshur County, in-person early voting continues from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. daily through Friday at County Election Administrator Lory 
Harle’s office in the Upshur County Courthouse in Gilmer. Mailed 
early ballots must be received by election day in order to be counted.

As of shortly after noon Monday, early voting by in-person and 
mail was “light” with 887 ballots cast in the Republican primary and 
194 cast in the Democratic one, Harle said. While only 56 of the GOP 
ballots were mailed, 103 of the Democratic ones were, she noted. (The 
deadline for requesting a mailed ballot has passed).

The county has 27,702 voters eligible to participate in one of 
Tuesday’s primaries.

Under the “countywide” voting system, any Upshur County voter 
can cast a ballot at any of the county’s 16 polling places on election day. 
Voters, however, cannot vote in precinct races that do not involve the 
precinct where they reside, nor vote in more than one party’s primary.

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and photo identification 
(such as a driver’s license) will be required to vote (as is the case for 
in-person early voting). All in-person voting will be electronic, and 
the results will be tabulated at Harle’s office.

The Upshur Republican ballot features five contested local races-
-four for county elective offices and one for Republican precinct 
chairman in Box 16, which is in Gladewater. 

The county offices include Precinct 1 county commissioner, Precinct 
3 commissioner, Precinct 3 constable and Precinct 4 constable.

The local Democratic ballot has only one candidate for a county 
office--Jurel Ford White, running for tax assessor-collector. She will 
face incumbent Luana Howell, who is unopposed for re-election in 
the GOP primary, in the November general election.

Three candidates are vying to succeed retiring Precinct 1 
Commissioner Paula Gentry. They are Jim Bardwell, James Noble 
and Gene Dolle.

Five are running to succeed retiring Precinct 3 Commissioner Frank 
Berka. They include Richard Smith, Kent Abernathy, Daphne Grimes, 
Robert Green and Michael Ashley.

Appointed incumbent Ryan Ludvigson faces Ronnie Mitchell in 
the Precinct 3 constable race, while incumbent Precinct 4 Constable 
Larry Sewell faces two opponents in his bid for re-election, David 
Thompson and Phillip M. Hill. Mitchell and Hill each once held the 
respective offices they seek.

The precinct chair race is between John Lee Ussery, seeking re-
election, and Jennifer Audet.

The local GOP ballot also features races for the nomination for 

federal and state offices, many of which are uncontested, and 10 
non-binding resolutions. They range from whether the state of Texas 
should ban or restrict school prayer, to whether state legislators’ terms 
should be limited to 12 years.

The local Democratic ballot features several contested and 
uncontested races for federal and state offices, and 11 non-binding 
resolutions. They range from whether Texans should have the “right 
to health care” with a “universally accessible Medicare-style system” 
to whether they should have the “right to fair taxation.”

Each party’s race for Upshur County party chairman is uncontested. 
DeBorah Bankston will succeed retiring GOP Chairman Cynthia 
Ridgeway in June, while incumbent Democratic Chairman Winifred 
Jackson will be re-elected to a second term.

Upshur voting locations Tuesday include the Indian Rock Baptist 
Church, East Mountain Community Center, Glenwood Water Supply 
Corporation, Ashland Masonic Lodge No. 1138, the Assembly of 
God (in Gilmer), Walnut Creek Baptist Church, Ore City Community 
Center, Frontier Cowboy Church, Big Sandy ISD (at 1 Wildcat Drive), 
Pritchett Community Center, St. James Baptist Church in Gladewater, 
Enon Community Center, Oak Hill Baptist Church, Simpsonville 
Volunteer Fire Department, Rosewood Baptist Church and the Upshur 
County Library in Gilmer. Voters with questions about the elections 

By Phillip Williams
No arrests had been made as 

of Monday in the Feb. 13 fatal 
shooting of a Big Sandy man, but 
authorities have found it arose 
from a “confrontation” involving 
an “illegal drug transaction” 
and the case will be referred 
for presentation to the Upshur 
County Grand Jury, said sheriff’s 
Chief Deputy David Hazel.

In a news release issued 
Friday, Hazel said the nighttime 
shooting of 18-year-old Jonathon 
Christopher Johnson on Juniper 
Road between Gladewater and 
Big Sandy was originally reported 
to authorities “as a ‘drive-by’ 
shooting. However, investigation 
proved this was not the case and 
(the shooting) was not a random 
act.

“All participants in this event 
have been identified,” Hazel 
added. “The confrontation 
between the parties involved an 
illegal drug transaction. This case 
will be finalized and forwarded 
to the Upshur County district 
attorney’s office for presentation 
to a grand jury.”

Sheriff  Larry Webb said 
Monday his office would send 
the case to District Attorney 
Billy Byrd’s office “pretty soon.” 
Byrd’s office said he was in court 
Monday morning when this 
newspaper attempted to reach 
him for comment on when the 
case would be presented to the 
grand jury.

J o h n s o n  w a s  t a k e n  t o 
CHRISTUS Good Shepherd 
Medical Center in Longview, 
where he was pronounced dead 
at 11:42 p.m. the night of the 
shooting by Gregg County 
Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace 
B.H. Jameson. Jameson said 
the following Monday that 
preliminary results of an autopsy 
he ordered showed Johnson died 
of “multiple gunshot wounds.”

Sheriff’s deputies responded 
about 10:50 p.m. to a report 
of a shooting in the 400 block 
of Juniper Road and observed 
Johnson had been shot, Hazel 
said in a news release issued the 
day after the shooting. “Upshur 
County investigators are currently 
working with other agencies 
involving follow-up leads in this 
case,” Hazel added then.

Jameson said on Feb. 17 he 
was told at the hospital that 
Johnson and two other persons 
were walking down the street 
when “supposedly a car drove 
up and (someone in it) started 

Fatal shooting 
result of drugs,
no arrests yet

No more alley trash pickup

Game room regulations on tap this Friday

Reclaimed history, consecrated ground Dickson 
Colored Orphanage Cemetery commemorated

By Suzanne Bardwell
In the damp chill of Saturday 

morning a historical marker 
was dedicated commemorating 
Dickson Colored Orphanage 
Cemetery in Gilmer. The state 
historical marker will now 
preserve what almost disappeared 
from history. The lives and 
burial place of African American 
children, their teachers and 
administrators, who worked and 
lived at the orphanage from the 
turn of the 20th century until the 
middle of World War II.

The site, located at 111 Hwy. 
271 South entering Gilmer is now 
preserved as consecrated ground 
thanks to the efforts of the Upshur 
County Historical Commission, 
countless volunteers and the 
donation of the land by Billy 
Davidson.

According to an article in the 
Gilmer Mirror from Aug. 15, 

1968 it was the only orphanage in 
Texas to serve African American 
Children from 1900 through 
1929. It was then run by the state 
until 1943. Death records for 
children buried at the site can 
not be found in the county or 
city records according to Upshur 
County Cemetery Chairman 
Eddie Turner. However, two 
headstones survive which may 
be for individuals who worked at 
the orphanage or were associated 
with it in some way. One is for 
J.W. Washington who was born 
June 7, 1868 and died March 22, 
1921 and one for Sallie Dixon 
whose memorial stone records 
her birth as Nov. 1871 and her 
death in Feb. 1927.

The orphanage was created 
under the vision of African 
American Missionary Baptist 
minister Rev. W.L. Dickson. 

Upshur County Cemetery Chairman Eddie Turner recognizes Billy Davidson for his 
donation of the land where the Dickson Colored Orphanage cemetery was discovered.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Phillip Willliams
At the end of a nearly four-hour “workshop” in which 

Upshur County Commissioners Court heard numerous 
citizens concerning proposed regulation of the county’s 
gaming rooms, the court last week informally decided to 
place the matter on this Friday’s agenda for possible action.

The court, which held the workshop attended by more 
than 60 persons on Wednesday of last week, meets at 
10 a.m. Friday on the third floor of the Upshur County 
Courthouse in Gilmer.

Many, though not all, of the citizens who addressed 
last week’s workshop complained of problems they said 
were caused by the  game rooms, and/or requested they 
be regulated. 

Under review have been limiting the firms’ operating 
hours, regulating the distances that newly-established 
ones must be from certain places (such as schools), and 
the possibility of shutting down violating firms for six 
months while subjecting their owners to possible jail 

terms and a fine.
County Judge Todd Tefteller opened the discussion by 

informing the audience that this was “your chance to be 
heard” concerning 29 pages of proposed regulations he had 
“cobbled kinda together” from those imposed in Harrison, 
Harris and Victoria counties. (As of Monday, his office 
said, the proposal was being revised). Tefteller noted the 
Texas legislature approved a law last year allowing all 254 
counties to regulate gaming rooms.

At one point in the midst of the ensuing audience 
discussion, Tefteller slammed his gavel twice and 
threatened to have anyone else who interrupted a speaker 
removed from the room by one of the law enforcement 
officers present. He then said he understood “Everybody 
here mostly don’t like game rooms.”

The first speaker, Sheriff Larry Webb, offered statistics 
on the number of criminal cases involving some such 
rooms in the county, saying there are now 14 such firms 
here and that such operations “pose a health and safety 

hazard in the community.” He argued that regulations are 
necessary “if we want to get rid of the criminal activity.”

Last year, Webb contacted State Rep. Jay Dean 
(R-Longview), who introduced legislation to let Upshur 
County regulate gaming rooms. The legislature, however, 
approved another legislator’s bill last year allowing all 
counties to.

Webb told the court that when he took office in 2017, 
“I started receiving a lot of complaints” about such 
operations, although “not all the time are all these places 
operating illegally.” Sheriffs in Smith and Wood counties 
had sent letters to game room operators there, which 
pushed the operations into Upshur County, he said.

Between August 2018 and December 2019, he added, 
83 criminal cases, including 52 felonies, occurred at six 
game room locations in this county.

Of the 83, 53 were drug-related and 32 of the defendants 
in the 83 cases lived outside the county, Webb added. 

Continued on Page 4

Alfred Lacy was honored Thursday by the Gladewater 
City Council for his 40 years of service on the Gladewater 
Airport Board.            Photo by Jim Bardwell 

By Jim Bardwell
Residential trash pickup from alleys will soon be 

a thing of the past, according to Gladewater City 
Manager Ricky Tow, who advised the city council 
of the change at Thursday’s council meeting.

Tow said Republic Waste advised the city of the 
change last week and said it was needed because 
trash truck drivers were having trouble navigating 
some alley ways. Tow said Republic Waste plans 
to send out letters to customers soon. He also said 
businesses will not be affected at this time.

In another trash-related issue, Gladewater 
resident Wayne Scott spoke during “citizens 
comments” and asked the council to clean up the 
town. Scott said he and his wife have been taking 
matters into their own hands for more than a year – 
picking up trash along Phillip Springs Road where 

they live – and even patching potholes.
This was the second time Scott had addressed the 

council about the city’s lack of cleanliness.
Another resident, Carol Blair, voiced concern over 

people shooting guns near her home on Shell Camp 
Road. She said she has reported the problem to police 
for years, but apparently the shooting is being done 
right outside the city limits. Blair said even if the 
people are shooting outside the city limits, the line 
of fire endangers residents and drivers in the area.

In other action, the council approved a blanket 
permit for the upcoming Art & Wine Stroll to be held 
on March 28 by the Gladewater Tourism & Downtown 
Association, approved a Texas Department of Public 
Safety Inter-local Cooperation Contract for Failure to 
Appear (FTA) Program which would prevent people 

Continued on Page 8
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Governor Greg Abbott holds the eagle statue presented to him by Upshur County 
Republican Party Chairperson Cynthia Ridgeway at Friday’s Lincoln Day Dinner in 
Gilmer.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

State Representative Jay Dean spoke briefly prior to Gov. 
Greg Abbott taking the stage at Friday’s Lincoln Day 
Dinner in Gilmer.  

Here’s a reminder to set your 
clock forward for Daylight 
Savings Time, starting on Sunday, 
March 8th, 2020. 

You may not even need this 
reminder, unless you have wall 
clocks in your house, because 
most devices are so smart these 
days, they just automatically 
change themselves once the 
time change goes in to effect. 
Don’t you miss those days of 
accidentally sleeping too late the 
following Monday because you 
forgot to update your clock on 
the nightstand? Yeah, I don’t miss 
that either. 

Have you ever wondered why 
it’s called “daylight savings”? 
Essentially, we change our clocks 
as a way of  “saving” or making 
better use of natural daylight. 
During daylight savings time 
clocks are set an hour ahead, 
so that the sun rises later in the 
morning and sets later in the 
evening. We do the opposite in the 
fall. Contrary to popular belief, 
Daylight savings Time was not 
enacted to benefit farmers, but 
rather as a wartime conservation 
effort during World War I. 

One of the best things about 
Daylight Savings time is leaving 
work when the sun is still out. 
Some people say it saves energy 
during the spring and summer 
months, because more people 
may be outside in the evening and 
not using artificial light at home. 

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit of the Upshur County Sheriff’s 

Office arrested 11 persons in January on various charges, said Sheriff 
Larry Webb.

Details of the cases, based on a report from sheriff’s Lt. Gary Shirley, 
were as follows, and unless otherwise indicated, resulted from traffic 
stops, Webb said. Unless otherwise shown, all those arrested were 
driving vehicles and taken to county jail in Gilmer, he added.

While working drug interdiction in the Diana area Jan. 6, the unit 
arrested two 26-year-old Diana residents and seized methamphetamine 

in the 1200 block of Snapdragon Road. 
A passenger, Jayde Deshotel, was charged with possession of a 

controlled substance--one to four grams of methamphetamine, while 
the driver, Seth Patrick, was found to have an outstanding warrant 
alleging he violated terms of parole. He had been in prison for 
possession of a controlled substance. 

While investigating suspicious activity Jan. 7 at the Outpost Cajun 
Grill/game room at the intersection of Texas 300 and FM 1844 in East 
Mountain, the SIU stopped a vehicle leaving the parking lot, seized 
methamphetamine, and arrested an occupant, Brandi Stephens, 36, 

of Winona, on a felony charge of possession of less than one gram 
of methamphetamine.

On Jan. 9, while working drug interdiction in the Harmony area, 
the unit arrested Russell Frazier, 34, of Harmony, on a felony drug 
charge after stopping him at Four Corners Grocery at the intersection 
of Texas 154 and 1002 in Rhonesboro community.

The SIU seized methamphetamine and Frazier was charged with 
possession of controlled substance--less than one gram of the drug.

While working drug interdiction in the East Mountain area Jan. 

Upshur County Sheriffs Special Unit arrests 11

By Suzanne Bardwell
Gladewater ISD has prepared  

an extensive plan to address the 
Coronavirus threat. The Level 
1 Alert Status is based on no 
reported cases in the area; Level 
2 Alert and Precautions (cases 
in the region, but not in local 
area) and Level 3 Response and 
Mitigation (reported local cases). 

Level 1 monitors attendance 
and  communica t i on  w i th 
local, county and state health 
departments and officials as well 
as frequently cleaning of common 
areas. Level 2 will include 
potentially limiting unnecessary 
travel, limiting large gatherings to 
essential events or postponement 
of events, limiting or restricting 
outside visitors and guests, as 
well as restricting outside food 
delivers to GISD facilities. Level 
3 will include the possibility of 
closing campuses, departments 
and offices, cancellation of 
all school events and facility 
rentals, cancelling travel as 

well as compliance with local, 
county and state advisories and 
directives. The plan is modeled 
after a similar plan adopted by 
Conroe ISD.

“Our students’ and staff ’s 

safety and health is our number 
one priority,” GISD Supt. Sedric 
Clark said.

Both Union Grove ISD and 
White Oak ISD have posted 
their response to the Coronavirus 

pandemic on their Facebook and 
website pages. UGISD Supt. 
Kelly Moore reports that campus 
administrators, the director of 
custodial services, school nurses 
and the district’s Trustees have 

plans in place to ensure the health 
of students and staff.

Moore said that since January 
the district has increased the areas 
that are cleaned and disinfected 
on a daily basis and that the 
district continues to monitor 
absences daily and request that 
parents communicate with school 
nurses when their child is ill.

WOISD Supt. Brian Gray 
said that his district is tracking 
all Center for Disease Control 
alerts and related information 
from the Texas Education 
Agency.  Both the  UGISD 
and WOISD postings list the 
CDC recommended preventive 
actions to contain the spread 
of respiratory infections which 
includes: educating students and 
staff to cover coughs and sneezes 
with tissues or bent arms and to 
wash hands after using tissues; 
cleaning hands often with soap 
and water or alcohol based hand 
sanitizer; staying up to date 

Area school districts respond to Coronavirus health risks

Texas Gov. Abbott
visits East Texas

By Phillip Williams
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 

told a Republican-sponsored 
Lincoln Day Dinner in Gilmer 
Friday night that the GOP will 
“crush” speculation that Texas 
will become controlled by the 
Democratic Party.

Republican Party of Upshur 
County Chairman Cynthia 
Ridgeway, who introduced 
the governor, estimated that 
325 attended the $40-a--plate 
gathering at the Gilmer Civic 
Center.

In his 30-minute address from 
his wheelchair (Abbott noted he 
was paralyzed when a tree fell on 
him as he was jogging years ago), 
the governor blasted Democrats 
for being “socialists” and boasted 
of the state’s current economic 
and educational climate under a 
state government which includes 
only Republicans in statewide 
elective offices..

Concerning the idea that 
Texas would become a “blue” 
(Democratic) state, Abbott said, 
“I came to Upshur County to send 
one clear emphatic message,” 
which was that “We are going to 
crush that talk and keep Texas red 
(Republican).

“I know that Donald Trump 
is gonna win Texas,” Abbott 
predicted. “If we (Republicans) 
lose Texas, we lose America.

“They (Democrats) talk about 
regulating our cows, regulating 
our cars,” Abbott said. “The 
Democrats are going to try to 
silence Upshur County” by 
organizing in urban areas to 
overcome rural areas’ vote this 
November, he added, saying a 
“ton of money” was being poured 
in from outside the state to help 
them. 

“You are facing a political 
challenge and you must respond 
to it,” warned Abbott, who grew 
up partly in Longview. He said 

considerable money will “be 
spent in this election to counter 
your individual beliefs.” 

Democrats “pay so many 
people to go knocking on doors” 
to turn out their vote, the governor 
said, adding the GOP needs to do 
that here.

“Upshur County is a ruby-red 
county,” Abbott said. “We need 
you to turn out” in November.

Concerning the economy, the 
governor said that “We created 
more jobs this past year” than any 
other state, and “Economically, 
we’re doing great.”

Texas not only has record 
low unemployment, but “you 
all are part of one of the most 
powerful economic engines in the 
world (the state’s economy),” he 
proclaimed. Too, “Upshur County 
is doing its part” in making the 
Lone Star State “the number one 
state for doing business” as Texas 
has the “most new and expanded 
facilities,” the governor added.

He further said Texans had 
approved placing a ban on a 
state income tax in the state 
Constitution.  

Abbott added that in the last 
legislative session, “school 
property tax rates were cut” an 
average of seven percent across 
the state, but “we made sure that 
we were providing more (state) 
funding for schools.”

He  sa id  the  l eg i s la tu re 
increased public schools’ funding 
by $5 billion, equating to $1,000 
more per student in Gilmer ISD. 
Noting his wife is a former school 
principal and ex-teacher, the 
govenor also said he wanted “to 
do more to recruit and retain the 
very best teachers.”

C o n t i n u i n g  t o  d i s c u s s 
education, Abbott said the state 
needs to embrace a “job training 
program” for those who want to 
work (rather than attend college) 
after finishing high school. He 

noted he had signed a bill to 
support apprenticeships.  

Texas has the fourth best high 
school graduation rate in the 
nation, but will not stop until it 
is number one, Abbott pledged.

On another topic, the governor 
said the legislature “focused 
keenly on” citizens’ safety in 
its latest session by approving 
legislation cracking down on 
“dangerous gangs” and legislation 
to “secure our border” wth 
Mexico.

“We’ve doing everything that 
we can” to secure it, Abbott 
asserted. After 45,000 persons 
from 52 nations crossed the border 
in a three-week period, he said, “I 
immediately deployed a thousand 
National Guard (troops)” and the 
number of crossings has declined 
each month since.

The governor additionally 
pledged that “we will never let 
Texas become a sanctuary state” 
for undocumented aliens and “we 
will not let anybody take away 
your individual right to keep and 
bear arms in the Lone Star State.”

In a brief interview with 
reporters before his speech, 
Abbott said he was working 

to maintain funding for rural 
hospitals and that he would 
make “good quality health care” 
to be “accessible” to places like 
Gilmer, which have no hospital. 

He also said his office monitors 

the outbreak of Coronavirus “all 
day long,” including constantly 
monitoring anyone coming into 
the state who may have been 
exposed to the virus in another 
nation.

By Phillip Williams
After holding a nearly four-

hour meeting the prior week to 
receive public input on the matter, 
Upshur County Commissioners 
Court  on Friday approved 
regulations for gaming rooms 
in the county, including the 
appointment of former Precinct 2 
County Commissioner Don Gross 
as an officer to hear appeals from 
such rooms which are shut down 
for alleged violations.

County Judge Todd Tefteller, 
who drew the regulations, said 
some persons will contend “these 
don’t go far enough” while others 
will call them “atrocious.” But 
Tefteller, an attorney who said 
he worked probably 90 hours on 
the regulatory ordinance, termed 
it the “best I can do.”

The state legislature approved 
legislation last year permitting 
all Texas counties to regulate 
such operations after Upshur 
County Sheriff Larry Webb 
contacted State Rep. Jay Dean 
(R-Longview) concerning citizen 
complaints Webb was receiving 
about the establishments. 

At the court’s Feb. 19 discussion 
concerning such businesses, the 

Continued on Page 3

Commissioners 
OK regulations 
for game rooms
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Recycling @ City Hall Recycling @ City Hall 
March 14, 8 a.m.-NoonMarch 14, 8 a.m.-Noon
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Gladewater firefighters were called to a motor vehicle on March 3 on S Loop 485 in Gladewater. Upon arrival the crew 
reported that the vehicle was fully involved and were able to get the fire under control in just a matter of minutes.No 
injuries were reported and the owner/occupant was able to get out on his own.            Photo Courtesy GFD

Abernathy, Ashley 
in runoff for Pct 3

MICHAEL ASHLEY KENT ABERNATHY

Wingo, Dolle win outright

Lion Kellen Williams struck gold in the 300m hurdles with a 41.57 time at last week’s Dee 
Mackey Relay track meet in Union Grove.  

Photo By Mike Peery

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Republican primary voters on Tuesday of last week 

nominated Gene Dolle for Precinct 1 county commissioner and Ronnie 
Mitchell for Precinct 3 constable, while throwing races for Precinct 3 
commissioner and Precinct 4 constable into May 26 runoffs.  

Kent Abernathy and Michael Ashley landed in the runoff for 
commissioner, while David Thompson and incumbent Larry Sewell 
made the one for constable. 

Early voting for those races is set May 18-22.
In the Precinct 3 commissioner race, Abernathy led Ashley by a 

more than 2-1 margin, 629-296, in the five-candidate race, but fell 
well short of avoiding a runoff. Defeated were Richard Smith, 270; 
Robert Green, 265; and Daphne Anne Grimes, 192. Abernathy won 
two of three boxes, while Ashley won Pritchett, where Smith placed 
second and Abernathy third. Individual boxes’ results: St. James 
Baptist Church--Abernathy 310, Green 112, Ashley 28, Smith 20, 
Grimes 19 Pritchett--Ashley 183, Smith 160, Abernathy 150, Grimes 
129, Green 92; Big Sandy--Abernathy 169, Smith 90, Ashley 85, 
Green 61, Grimes 44

Abernathy and Ashley seek to succeed retiring incumbent 
commmissioner Frank Berka.

In the Gregg County race for Pct. 3 commisisoner, Floyd Wingo 
of White Oak defeated former Kilgore mayor Joe T. Parker. Wingo 
received 2,396 votes to Parker’s 1,024.

In a pair of Gregg County constable races, Billy Fort, the Pct. 2 
incumbent, won re-election, taking 1,892 votes to John Bisese’s 695.

Winning the constable precinct three race was Kilgore’s John Slagle, 
who had been appointed to the office to fill out the term. Slagle beat 
John McCubbin 1,994 votes to McCubbin’s 1,308.

In the Upshur County Precinct 4 constable contest, Thompson led 
the three-candidate field with 704 while Sewell drew 555. Defeated 
was Phillip M. Hill, who formerly held the office, with 263.

Dolle, who is in his second term as his precinct’s constable, won his 
three-candidate Pct. 1 commissioner race outright with 852 votes, or 
51.64 percent, defeating Gladewater Mirror publisher Jim Bardwell 
with 403 and James Noble with 395 in complete, unofficial returns. 
(All returns listed hereafter are also complete, but unofficial.) 

Dolle carried all four boxes in his race. Totals were as follows:  
Ashland Masonic Lodge at Diana--Dolle 107, Noble, 63, Bardwell 40; 
Glenwood--Dolle 275, Bardwell, 63, Noble 57; East Mountain--Dolle 
280, Noble 196, Bardwell 190; Indian Rock Baptist Church--Dolle 
190, Bardwell 110, Noble 79 (including an absentee vote for Noble 
from Precinct 19, which was consolidated with the church box, and 
thus not shown in the overall total for the church’s box)

Mitchell - a former chief Upshur County juvenile probation officer 
and ex-Gladewater policeman who once held the constable post by 

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury returned 23 

indictments, eight of them sealed, and no-billed two 
cases Thursday in Gilmer, said District Attorney Billy 
Byrd.

Defendants, charges and bond information in the 
open indictments were as follows, Byrd’s office said:

Gladewater resident Joshua Wade McKnight, who 
turns 37 Saturday, unauthorized use of vehicle last 
Nov. 2, $10,000

* Christopher Weldon Marchand, 44, of Gilmer, 
charged in one indictment with two counts of 
aggravated assault/family violence with deadly 
weapon on March 7, 2019, $75,000 bond

* Jose Luis Olvera, 31, of Gillham, Ark., driving 
while intoxicated--subsequent offense last Dec. 8, 
$20,000 

* John Travis Stanley, 31, of Pearland, was separately 
indicted on charges of evading arrest/detention with 
vehicle and fraudulent use/possession of identifying 
information, both last Dec. 11. He remained in county 
jail in Gilmer under bonds of $25,000 on the evading 
charge, $10,000 on the other charge.

* Amber Lashay Mullins, 31, of Diana, injury to a 
child last Dec. 5, $5,000

* Jonathan Elrod, 29, of Diana, injury to a child last 
Dec. 5, $5,000

* Lee Wayne Wright, 65, of Gilmer, driving while 
intoxicated--subsequent offense last Dec. 29,  $25,000

* Christopher Dean Robertson, 33, of Gilmer, 
separately indicted on two counts of burglary of 
building last Dec. 5. He remained in county jail 
on other charges.

* Maria I. Villanueva Pinto, 42, of Gilmer, 
driving while intoxicated with child passenger last 
Nov. 12, $5,000

* Destiny Renee Ayers, 27, of Big Sandy, 
possession of controlled substance (oxycodone) 
last May 10, $25,000

*  Ka t i e  Renea  MacWhi r t e r,  31 ,  o f 
Gilmer, possession of controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) last April 27, $10,000 

*  Danny  Pau l  Johnson ,  49 ,  o f  Mt . 
Vernon, possession of controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) last April 27, $10,000 

* Constance June Martin, 46, of Avinger, 
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e 
(methamphetamine) last May 17, $10,000

The name(s) of anyone charged in the sealed 
indictments was withheld since no arrest has been 
made in those cases, Byrd said.

They included two for driving while intoxicated-
-subsequent offense, and one each for cruelty to 
non-livestock animals, fraudulent use/possession 
of identifying information, evading arrest/
detention with vehicle, evading arrest/detention 
with previous conviction, possession of controlled 
substance and delivery of dangerous drug. 

Local man indicted for 
unauthorized use of vehicle 
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $5,131.96 $2,911.28 76.27% $14,725.84 $11,012.96 33.71%
Easton 1.000% $2,574.98 $2,472.75 4.13% $10,281.92 $5,178.68 98.54%
Gladewater 1.500% $91,151.49 $65,861.31 38.39% $331,789.85 $240,676.72 37.85%
Kilgore 1.500% $627,353.27 $892,277.06 -29.69% $2,108,196.07 $2,635,041.49 -19.99%
Lakeport 1.500% $16,536.83 $17,573.27 -5.89% $50,183.09 $48,376.67 3.73%
Longview 1.500% $2,433,569.86 $2,368,663.09 2.74% $8,951,206.90 $8,555,617.00 4.62%
Warren City 1.000% $1,262.22 $1,350.75 -6.55% $4,689.27 $5,823.33 -19.47%
White Oak 1.500% $82,318.46 $88,524.19 -7.01% $266,651.77 $271,885.64 -1.92%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $16,658.58 $12,963.02 28.50% $52,917.10 $52,976.06 -0.11%
East Mountain 1.000% $2,908.15 $4,095.74 -28.99% $11,458.68 $8,773.09 30.61%
Gilmer 1.500% $150,754.18 $138,130.30 9.13% $510,175.83 $471,893.93 8.11%
Ore City 1.500% $15,592.54 $14,372.22 8.49% $51,285.00 $45,531.06 12.63%
Union Grove 1.000% $258.87 $529.22 -51.08% $971.04 $1,505.69 -35.50%

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 3

Local sales tax up 38.39%
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar on March 11 announced he would send cities, 

counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $766.2 million in 
local sales tax allocations for March. The dollar amount is 7.7% more than in the 
amount distributed in March 2019. The allocations are based on sales made in 
January by businesses that report tax monthly.

Gladewater posted a 38.39-percent increase over the same reporting period 
last year and Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp called the nine straight months of 
positive numbers “Incredible,” adding “The growth found in sales tax revenue 
for Gladewater over the past several months has been incredible.  I believe it to 
not only be a result of new businesses entering our community but also the goods 
and services found in Gladewater.  Thank you to our business owners and their 
staffs for making Gladewater a great place to shop.”

Clarksville City posted a 76.27-percent rise, while White Oak posted a -7.01 
percent decline, as did Warren City with a -6.55-percent slip.

Hegar said “As I have said before during significant downturns in energy 
prices, the Texas economy is less reliant on severance taxes to fund the day-to-day 
functions of state government than it has been historically.”

Continued on Page 9

Union Grove’s Kooper Smith (13) slides in safe at second base. Union Grove countered Maud’s three-run third with 
two in the bottom half to tie it, adding a run in the sixth for the win in a 4-3 victory. This game was one the last games 
played before all area sports ground to a  halt — some for just a few weeks and some permanently — due to concerns 
about the outbreak of COVID-19.

Photo by KIm Hill

The City of Gladewater - stating its “top priority is the safety, health, 
and wellbeing of our community, its residents, and visitors” - issued a 
statement Monday concerning the COVID-19 virus and how it plans 
to address the growing problem.

The City of Gladewater plans to follow recommendations from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to help reduce 
the gathering of groups of 50 people or more by taking the following 
precautions concerning the COVID-19 virus. 

* Court office to remain open. Court Trial Dates have been canceled 
for the following dates: March 17th and 23rd, and April 14th and 
28th, 2020. Defendants who are on any of these dockets will have 
court on May 12, 2020.

* The city library remains open at this time. All events held at the 
Library are postponed until further notice.

* City-wide clean-up date scheduled for April 4, 2020 has been 
postponed. A new date will be announced when determined. 

* Rentals of city owned baseball fields and pavilions have been 
suspended until further notice.

The city is encouraging citizens to use on-line and night drop for 
payments of both utility bills and court fines. A PIN to sign up for 
online utility bill payment, or instructions for court fine payment may 
be obtained by calling City Hall at 903-845-2196. 

The City will be monitoring the situation and will reevaluate our 
closures and policies as necessary. Please monitor our Facebook page 
and City website for the most recent updates.  

DSHS recommends these everyday actions to help prevent the 
spread of any respiratory virus, including COVID-19:

•Wash hands often for 20 seconds and encourage others to do the 
same.

•If no soap and water are available, use hand sanitizer with at least 
60% alcohol.

•Cover coughs and sneezes with a tissue, then throw the tissue away.
•Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.
•Disinfect surfaces, buttons, handles, knobs, and other places 

touched often.
•Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
DSHS also recommends that you start practicing social distancing. 

Social distancing involves staying away from other people to avoid 
catching or spreading illness. It’s a fancy term for avoiding crowds 
and minimizing physical contact. This could mean avoiding concerts 
or weddings, skipping the handshake, and/or staying at least six feet 
away from others.

Gladewater residents will also find the Gladewater location of the 
Gregg County Tax Office temporarily closed effective March 17. 
The Tax Office locations at 101East Methvin in Longview and 1102 
North Kilgore Street in Kilgore will remain open, according to Gregg 
County Tax Assessor Kirk Shields.

Area schools also have taken extra steps to help prevent the spread  
of coronavirus.

Gladewater ISD and Union Grove have extend Spring Break by at 
least two weeks.

Union Grove ISD Superintendent Kelly Moore posted: “After 
careful consideration, Union Grove ISD will extend Spring Break 
through March 27th. Campuses and offices will be closed for this 
duration.  All extracurricular activities will also be suspended per UIL 
restrictions.  School is scheduled to resume March 30th. For more 
information visit www.ugisd.org/covid19.”

GISD Superintendent Sedric Clark had the same concern for his 
district and students, posting: “Dear Bear Nation, With confirmed 
cases of covid-19 in both Gregg and Smith counties, we are now on 
Level 3 of our coronavirus plan. n an attempt to limit the spread of the 
virus, all Gladewater Schools will be closed for students from March 
16 - March 27. Additionally, all after school and extracurricular events 
during that time are cancelled.” 

In response to the CDC’s suggestion of first limiting groups to under 
50 people and then Monday’s suggestion by President Donald Trump 
to have no more than 10 people in a group, the Gladewater Chamber 
of Commerce has voted to reschedule its annual chamber banquet set 
for March 26 to May 21, according to Gladewater Chamber President 
Lois Reed.

Gusher Days, Gladewater’s annual festival celebrating the oil boom 
days, has been tenatuvely canceled. The festival was scheduled for 
April 17-18 and featured two nights of live music, chili cook-off, 
carnival rides and amusement fun, as well as food and arts and crafts 
vendors. Gusher Days could be rescheduled if an appropriate date can 
be found. The board planned to meet Tuesday night.

The Tourism & Downtown Association’s Spring Art & Wine 
Swirl in downtown Gladewater set for Saturday, March 28 has been 
rescheduled for Aug. 8.

City, chamber addressing 
cancelations, rescheduling 

due to COVID-19 virus

By Aliyya Swaby
Texas Tribune

In an unprecedented move, 
Gov. Greg Abbott announced 
Monday he would waive testing 
requirements for this year’s 
STAAR exam, as many schools 
expect to be closed at least 
through the April testing window, 
due to the new coronavirus.

He also said he would ask the 
federal government to waive this 
year’s federal standardized testing 
requirements, which apply to all 
states. According to the state, as 
of Sunday afternoon, 569 school 
districts had announced closures 

Texas STAAR test waived due to coronavirus outbreak
due to coronavirus concerns. 
Texas is not alone, since more 
than 30 states have closed schools 
due to coronavirus, affecting at 
least 30 million public school 
students nationwide.

The federal government has 
previously said it might give out 
targeted waivers from testing 
for areas where the COVID-19 
disease has had significant impact.

The state will not mandate that 
districts offer the exam, but some 
superintendents may want the test 
data to see how their students 
are doing, according to the TEA. 
Agency officials are working to 

support those school districts, if 
necessary.

The governor’s announcement 
comes a day after Texas Education 
Commissioner Mike Morath told 
superintendents and lawmakers 
on two separate phone calls to 
prepare for long-term school 
district closures, potentially 
through the end of the school 
year, especially in areas where 
the new coronavirus has spread.

Lawmakers from both parties, 
as well as school superintendents, 
had been calling on the state to 
cancel the test since it became 
clear students would miss many 

days of school, when districts 
started extending their spring 
breaks for a week or two.

Morath said in a statement 
Monday morning that Abbott had 
made the right decision on testing: 
“We are thankful for Governor 
Abbott’s willingness to waive the 
STAAR testing requirement, as 
it allows schools the maximum 
flexibility to remain focused on 
public health while also investing 
in the capacity to support student 
learning remotely.”

State leaders are giving schools 
more leeway than they have in 

By Suzanne Bardwell
Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt says that when Gov. Gregg Abbott 

announced his state of emergency for Texas he thought it was prudent 
to do the same for the county. A declaration of local disaster and a 
public health emergency related to the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic was issued by Stoudt on Monday morning. 

“The declaration will help eliminate bureaucratic red tape and 
opens up assets of the state including supplies and support for Gregg 
County,” Stoudt said.

He also said that the declaration of emergency will allow small 
businesses within the county to get in the system for bridge loans and 
low interest loans to help them manage the financial fall out that may 
occur as a result of the pandemic.

A confirmed Gregg County case of COVID-19 occurred on March 
9 resulting in a press conference called by Judge Stoudt last Tuesday. 
The patient was treated at Christus Good Shepherd Medical Center 

Stoudt declares Gregg 
Co. local disaster/public 

health emergency
and then released under ‘good condition’ to recover at home under 
quarantine. Christus GSMC Chief Medical Officer Mark Anderson 
said that the patient has to test negative twice with a 2-week wait 
between tests before he will be released to leave his home. 

Stoudt said the press conference was essential to ensure transparency 
and that he was depending on the news media to spread the word and 
counter rampant incorrect information. 

“We will be notified if we have any residents testing positive and we 
haven’t gotten any indication of that yet,” Stoudt said. “My concern 
is that we have two major hospitals in Gregg County and we are 
surrounded by rural counties that they serve. We have to ensure that 
the hospitals are able to serve those who really need in-patient care.”

Monday’s declaration expressed concerns about “inappropriate 
accommodations for an influx of local COVID-19 patients, personal 
protective equipment shortages for emergency response personnel and 

MAYOR JD SHIPP
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By Phillip Williams
A former Harmony ISD teacher 

who is past president of the 
school’s band booster club has 
been indicted and arrested on 
felony charges that she stole 
$27,000 from the club over a 
three-year period, the Upshur 
County Sheriff ’s Office said 
Friday.

Accompanied by her attorney, 
Kristen Denson, 45, of Gilmer, 
turned herself in Monday (Dec. 
23) to the sheriff ’s office in 
Gilmer, and was released that 
day on bonds totaling $30,000, 
said sheriff’s Chief Deputy David 
Hazel. They included $10,000 
on a charge of misapplication 
of fiduciary property, a charge 
related to her having been club 
president, and $20,000 on a 
charge of theft by public servant, 
a charge related to her position as 
a teacher, authorities said.

Denson had become a teacher 
at the rural Union Hill School 
in Upshur County, where her 
husband John Denson is high 
school principal, and was placed 
on administrative leave two or 
three months ago, Union Hill 
ISD board president James Parker 
confirmed Friday.

Former Harmony 
teacher charged 
with taking Band 

Booster $$$$

Gladewater City Manager Ricky Tow and Mayor JD Shipp shared 
with The Mirror their thoughts on the state of the city as we emerge 
into the dawn of 2020. 

By JD Shipp & Ricky Tow
We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday spent with family and 

friends!  The new year is now upon us and we reflect on this passing 
year.   

 The city’s infrastructure continues to be a story of both struggles 
and successes.  As we upgrade our services within town so are other 

outside service providers.  Within a period of 
two weeks around Thanksgiving, we had to 
issue two boil water notices.  There were four 
major leaks within that time-frame:  One due 
to aged infrastructure and three as a result of 
contractors.  Of the three contractors, one was 
performing a water line upgrade for the city and 
the other two were in the process of installing 
new lines for the services they provide.   We had 
one water tower in operation and the other was 
undergoing the final stages of rehabilitation.  
This was the perfect storm for our public works 
department but, fortunately, we have a great 
crew of men and women that were ready and 
willing to work around the clock to resolve 
the issues.   They are no doubt unsung heroes 
within our community! 

 We all endured the headaches and 
inconveniences associated with these issues, 
however, this is the unfortunate side of progress 
for a community with aged and unmarked 
infrastructure.   The contractors associated with 
ruptured lines were upgrading their services 

to provide faster internet and another a new option for this service.   
The contractor associated with the city was installing a new section 
of transmission line from the water plant to the city’s water towers.  
As mentioned earlier, the Gay Avenue water tower is in the process of 
being rehabilitated.  A process we will not have to perform again for 
several years but necessary work to provide quality water.   There has 
also been approximately 6500 ft in water line and 500 ft in sewer line 
replacement occurring in various areas around the city.  The intake 
structure at the water plant is an upcoming project for 2020.   We will 
also see sewer plant upgrades take place in 2020 as well.  Gladewater 
continues to hold a Superior Water System rating by the TCEQ. 

 The police and fire departments continue to excel in both 
professionalism and performance.  We are incredibly lucky to have 
Police Chief Gordon Freeman and Fire Chief Cory Crowell.   Both 
departments are now fully staffed.  Chief Freeman took over a 
struggling department that was extremely understaffed.  We certainly 
appreciate the support and staffing provided by our great neighbor, 
the City of White Oak, in the interim period.  Upon his hiring, Chief 
Freeman brought in a tenured staff to serve our community.  He has 
rebuilt and restructured the department to become one of the best 
police departments in less than a year.  The department was awarded 
a grant for a new police vehicle in that same time-frame.  Fire Chief 
Crowell endured a similar rebuilding effort the year prior to lead 
us to having one of the best fire departments.  He has emphasized 
training not only for his staff but has hosted training seminars 
with surrounding departments and worked with local businesses 
on emergency preparedness.  He has updated equipment through 

Gregg County sheriff’s deputies 
and Gladewater Police captured 
a 34-year-old jail escapee on US 

271 Friday 
m o r n i n g 
a f t e r 
s e a r c h i n g 
f o r  t h e 
escapee all 
night long.

J a c e 
L a w s ,  o f 
Gladewater, 
was located 
at 9:36 a.m 

inside Smith County and was 
transported by the Gregg County 
Sheriff’s Office from the scene 
to the Smith County Courthouse 
where he was arraigned by Judge 
Christi Kennedy of the 114th 
District Court who set Laws’ 
bond at $1 million for the charge 
of “Escape While in Custody.” 

Laws was returned to the 
Gregg County Jail where is to be 
held awaiting trial.

“The good thing is that no one 
was killed, no one was hurt and 
the suspect is back in custody,” 
Gladewater Police Chief  Gordon 
Freeman told the Mirror Friday 
shortly after Laws was captured.

According to a Gregg County 
Sheriff’s Office press release 
“the timely apprehension of 
inmate Jace Laws once the 
escape was discovered was due 
to the tremendous teamwork 
and assistance provided by the 
following agencies:

White Oak Police Department, 
Gladewater Police Department 
, Longview Police Department, 
Longview Fire Department, 
Marion County Sheriff’s Office, 
Marion County Game Warden, 
Texas DPS, Texas Rangers and 
USMS Tyler Task Force.”

Laws reportedly carved out 
portions of the brick in the Gregg 
County South Jail in Longview, 
gaining access to the building 
infrastructure and making his 
way to the exterior of the Gregg 
County Courthouse.

Laws was being held in the 
Gregg County Jail after being 
sentenced on two accounts of 
assault on a Longview police 
officer in the 188th District Court 
totaling 70 years. 

Gregg County Sheriff Maxey 
Cerliano in a public statement said 
officers believe Laws had outside 
assistance in moving around the 
area and the matter was still under 
investigation. Before the focus 
shifted to Gladewater, Cerliano 
said Marion County was the 
center of attention.

Jail escapee
captured in
Gladewater

Mayor, City Manager look 
back at 2019’s ups and downs
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By Jim Bardwell
Anyone having business with 

the justice of the peace office 
in Gladewater will soon find an 
empty office.

Effective Feb. 4th the offices 
of Justice of the Peace, Pct. 3, 
of Gregg County will be con-
solidated with the Kilgore office 
located at 622 Kay Street.

“This move will cease the 
duplication of services and effi-
ciently serve Gregg County citi-
zens,” Talyna Carlson, Justice of 
the Peace, Pct 3, told the Mirror 
last week in an email.

In Texas, the justice of the 
peace presides over the justice 
court in cases involving misde-
meanors, small civil disputes, 
landlord/tenant disputes and 
more. They also conduct in-
quests and may perform mar-
riage ceremonies.

The move caught many off 
guard, since the plans to relocate 
the Gladewater office were not 
made publicly known except for 
a sign posted at the Gladewater 
office.

Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp, 
when contacted by the Mirror 
about the move, said he was not 
made aware of the decision to 
relocate the Gladewater office. 
Other members of the Glade-
water business community who 
do business with the Precinct 3 
JP Office said they were caught 
off guard, as well.  And they ex-
pressed concern about the lack 
of notice of the move and why 
local  government officials were 
not given a chance to offer input 
into the decision.

Gary Boyd, Gregg County 
Commissioner Precinct 3,  said 
the decision to move was Judge 
Carlson’s to make and it was his 
understanding the judge’s work-
load was heavier in Kilgore than 
in Gladewater. He said the idea 

JP3 office 
moving to 

Kilgore

Gene Hodges performed country music standards in the 
new Gladewater Rodeo museum wing at Saturday’s Night 
at the Museum. The Weatherford performer is well-known 
to Gladewater Opry audience members. (See more photos 
inside)               Photo By Suzanne Bardwell 

Become a Member!

116 W. Pacific • Gladewater116 W. Pacific • Gladewater

www.gladewatermuseum.org • gladewatermuseum@gmail.com • 903-845-7608

Watch history come to life!

Become a Member!

Reception • Local Historians 
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City holding the 
line on expenses

   By Jim Bardwell
The City of Gladewater’s expenses are running on target, accord-

ing to city manager Ricky Tow, who gave the council a quarterly 
update at Thursday’s regular meeting.

Tow and various department heads gave the council progress re-
ports and when all was said and done the city’s expenses are under 
25-percent at the end of the first quarter of the fiscal year which runs 
from October-December. The council asked Tow to submit quarterly 
progress reports after this past summer’s grueling budget process 
which saw deep cuts in all departments and even the elimination of 
the Main Street manager’s position.

Reports were presented from City Hall/Finance, Code Enforce-
ment, Fire Department, Library, Police Department and Public 
Works/Streets/Water/Wastewater.

In other business, the city council approved a joint election agree-
ment with Kilgore Junior College and Gladewater Independent 
School District, and they approved an ordinance to order city officer 
elections for May 4, 2019. Council members Elijah “Sonny” Ander-
son, Dennis Robertson and Nick Foster are up for re-election and 
the seat held by Quyen Tong, who was appointed to fill J.D. Shipp’s 
term after he became mayor, is also up for grabs. 

The council discussed the ball park and suggested repairs need-
ed from the Gladewater Ball Park Advisory Board. The council ap-
proved allowing: 

* All banner sponsorships will go to the association. The city pre-
viously got a small percentage - a total of $200 last year. 

* The parking lot will be striped free of charge thanks to a gener-
ous volunteer with the association. 

But the council tabled approving needed dirt work at home plate 
and pitching mound at three fields. According to Tracy Griffin, 
chairman of the Ball Park Advisory Board, the dirt mounds are too 
low and the fields retain water - making the fields unplayable. Griffin 
said 30 games had to be canceled last season due to field conditions.

“Everyone knows it (ball fields) wasn’t done correctly,” Griffin 
told the council. “But we appreciate having the field.”

The council was given a $110,000 bid proposal to fix all the prob-
lems with the city’s ballpark. The city doesn’t have extra funds for 
such repairs, so they plan to look at how the city and the Ball Park 
Advisory Board can work together to fix what areas they can afford 
and seek dirty donations and volunteer man-hours. 

The $2.4 million ball park has been a bone of contention every 
since the previous city council voted to incur the debt without taking 
it to the voters for approval. Plus the city has had to regularly sink 
more money into the fields to correct several deficiencies that were 
allowed to pass final approval.

UGISD has new AD

GISD Board 
extends Clark’s 
contract to ‘22

By Suzanne Bardwell
In a brief school board 

meeting Jan. 14, GISD 
Trustees conducted the annual 
superintendent evaluation of 
Sedric Clark and added an 
additional year to his 3-year 
contract which extends to 2022.

“Mr. Clark continues to be 
a student first leader for our 
district,” board president Jon 
Keller said. “The board is pleased 
with his progress and growth at 
GISD. We look forward to the 
future as he continues to lead the 
district.”

In other business trustees 
approved the order of a May 4 
school board trustee election that 
will be held jointly with the city. 
Board members whose terms are 
up as of May 4 are Ross Morgan 
Place 1, Rickie Blackmon Place 
2 and Garth Cockerell Place 3. 

Superintendent Sedric Clark 
opened the meeting held in the 
GHS Library with the reading of 
Gov. Greg Abbott’s proclamation 
celebrating January as School 
Board Appreciation month and 
thanked the trustees for their 
dedicated service to the district.

Clark also gave an update for 
football turf requests for quotes 
with information responses to be 
presented to the Feb. 11 meeting. 
Asst. Supt. Dr. Cliff Lightfoot 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Scotty Laymance is the new AD/head football coach at Union 
Grove I.S.D., hired last Friday at a special school board meet-
ring. He has been with the district since 2014 and has 14 years 
of experience - having coached in Ore City, New Boston and 
Spring Hill. 

He has been a coordinator on both sides of the ball and he 
has coached basketball, baseball, football and served as head 
girls and boys track coach. He has a wealth of experience and 
has contributed to the success Union Grove has had in football, 
baseball and other programs.

He takes over from AD/head football coach Roger Adams. 
UGISD board member Jody Day 
welcomes Scotty Laymance. 

Lunar Spectacle

GLADEWATER ISD SCHOOL BOARD UNION GROVE ISD SCHOOL BOARD

Gladewater Mayor Pro-Tem Elijah Anderson read a proclamation in honor of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. Day following a march from downtown to New Hope Bapist Church.

City Net Payment 
This Period

Comparable Payment 
Prior Year

%
Change

2018 Payments
To date

%
Change

2019 Payments
To date

GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000%  $4,544.19  $3,752.93  21.08% $8,101.68  $7,345.41  10.29%
Easton  1.000%  $1,874.10  $2,039.32  -8.10% $2,705.93  $4,885.77  -44.61%
Gladewater 1.500%  $102,687.28 $99,585.26 3.11% $174,815.41 $170,364.79 2.61%
Kilgore  1.500%  $980,061.17 $730,731.86 34.12% $1,742,764.43 $1,609,560.90 8.27%
Lakeport  1.500%  $17,470.64 $14,081.78 24.06% $30,803.40 $26,349.67 16.90%
Longview  1.500%  $3,562,214.14 $3,342,144.57 6.58% $6,186,953.91 $5,932,262.07 4.29%
Warren City 1.000%  $1,498.95  $941.21  59.25% $4,472.58  $1,777.58  151.61%
White Oak  1.500%  $98,028.82 $77,178.83 27.01% $183,361.45 $131,444.06 39.49%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $24,424.35 $44,238.55 -44.78% $40,013.04 $61,094.43 -34.50%
East Mountain 1.000% $2,689.99 $2,217.07 21.33% $4,677.35 $4,089.44 14.37%
Gilmer 1.500% $180,494.33 $171,141.06 5.46% $333,763.63 $309,095.81 7.98%
Ore City 1.500% $17,138.63 $14,491.29 18.26% $31,158.84 $28,788.11 8.23%
Union Grove 1.000% $699.74 $700.57 -0.11% $976.47 $1,107.26 -11.81%

By Jim Bardwell
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, counties, 

transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $953.9 million in local sales tax 
allocations for February, 4.6 percent more than in February 2018.

These allocations are based on sales made in December by businesses that report 
tax monthly; October, November and December sales by quarterly filers; and 2018 
sales by businesses that report tax annually.

Gladewater’s local monthly sales tax revenue continued to run in the black, 
improving from 1.90-percent last month to 3.11-percent this reporting month - 
$102,687.28 compared to $99,585.26. 

For the year, Gladewater is 2.61-percent ahead of last year - $174,815.41 
compared to $170,364.79. 

White Oak’s local sales tax revenue also increased by 27.01-percent, $98,028.82 
compared to $77,178.83, while Warren City posted an 59.25-percent increase - 
$1,498.95 compared to $941.21. Clarksville City was up 21.08-perent - $4,544.19 
compared to $3,752.93.

Sales tax revenue up
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Sheila Faggans
If you could change some 
things about the greater 
Gladewater area what would it 
be?
“More businesses so we don’t 
have to travel out of the city to 
eat or shop and improve the 
cleanliness of the city.”
What advice would you give 
young people today for their 
future?
“Know your vision and keep 
pressing toward your goals.”
What does being an American 
mean to you?
“We have the ability to live freely 
and express ourselves openly.”
What do you consider your 
three most important values?
“Honesty, treating people with 
respect and faith.”
Do you think Dr. King’s 
“Dream” has been fulfilled?
“No, as a country and mankind 
we still have work to do.”Continued on page 2

Sheila Faggans’ Caring Heart
By Suzanne Bardwell

Shelia Faggans has a caring heart that has made a 
difference in the lives of many. The driving force behind 
Caring Hearts of Gladewater, Faggans works hard at 
creating events that include an annual October 5K run/
walk at Lake Gladewater, a silent auction and more to raise 
money to support cancer patients’ needs.

Aptly she says that her motto or slogan that she lives by is 
“you have not because you ask not”. But Faggans’ doesn’t 
just ask, she works to make things happen.

Rain, cold or sunshine, when the Caring Hearts events 
roll around Shelia Faggans is front and center ensuring 
their success. She is also an active and involved citizen 
of Gladewater serving on the Planning and Zoning board 
member for almost 25 years, as well as an active member 
of the Gladewater Garden Club where she often serves as 
a hostess, as well as organizing plant giveaways and other 
club activities.

The hard-working Faggans is not just community oriented 
but also family oriented and a proud mother of Nick, Nicole 
and son-in-love Haven. She is also a proud grandmother of 
Kaiden, Haven Jr., Kyron, Taylor, Nikki Ray, Simone and 

GISD board moves forward 
with various improvements
Updates on the GISD Administration’s move to the old Broadway 

Elementary campus as well as a review of football turf replacement 
needs was discussed at last week’s board meeting by Superintendent 
Sedric Clark.

“We are making progress on the Broadway conversion project,” 
Clark said. “We hope to have the project completed by the beginning 
of the 2019-2020 school year. We are also moving forward with 
plans to replace turf on the football field.”

Supt. Clark is seeking bids which will be brought to the board 
within the next couple of months.

Resignations accepted by the board included: Weldon Elementary 
teachers Caitlyn Odum, Allison Taylor and Judith Wilbanks; as well 
as GMS Social Studies teacher/coach Jay Terry. Contracts were 
approved for Juliandra Gladden Gladewater Primary School Head 
Start Teacher and Mary Tilman as a fourth grade teacher at Weldon 
Elementary School.

Two contested council 
races on May 4 ballot
GISD incumbents not challenged

By Ellis Hayden
The high school football 

season for the Gladewater Bears 
is over, but more post season 
awards to four of the Bears’ 
player last week.  

Eligia Carter, Tristan Seahorn, 
Rashaud Johnson and Danny 
Badger were selected to the Colin 
Street Bakery 2018-19 Texas 
Sports Writers Association Class 
3A All-State Football Team.  

These four young men were 
a large part of the Gladewater 
Bears’ 11-2 season that included 
the District 8-3A championship, 
Region II bi-district and area 
championships and reaching the 
Regional Quarter-finals. 

The Bears’ sensational 
sophomore running back, 
Eligia Carter earned First Team 

Carter, Seahorn, Johnson, Badger earn All-State Football Honors
All-State recognition for his 
2,606 yards rushing and 24 
touchdowns on the season.  He 
averaged 200 yards per game 
and 10 yards per carry.  

Against Eustace in the area 
round of the playoffs, Carter 
rushed for 290 yards and scored 
five touchdowns.  Carter, also, 
earned First Team honors on the 
Associated Press Sports’ Editors 
Class 3A All State Team.

Senior Tristan Seahorn was 
named to the Second Team 
All-State Team as an offensive 
lineman.  He anchored the 
Bears’ offensive line as a three 
year starter.  He graded out a 
97% and had 52 knockdowns.  
He allowed sacks throughout the 
2018 football season.  He also 
received APSW 2018 Class 3A 

All State Honors as a first team 
offensive lineman. 

Senior Rashaud Johnson and 
senior Danny Badger received 
Honorable Mention recognition 
on the TSWA Class 3A All State 
Team as linebackers.  Johnson, 

who was named the District 
8-3A’s Most Valuable Player 
contributed both defensively 
and offensively for the Bears in 
2018.  He led the team in tackles 
with 110 including 28 tackles 
for loss.  He also had 4 sacks 

and an interception to his credit.  
Offensively, Johnson was a short 
yardage specialist with 254 
yards rushing on 45 carries with 
8 touchdowns and 2 two point 
conversions.

Badger was a beast from his 

outside linebacker position.  He 
posted 86 tackles on the season 
with 18 being tackles for loss.  
He had 6 quarterback sacks, 
3 caused fumbles, 2 fumble 
recoveries, 4 pass break-ups and 
a tackle for a safety.

ELIGIA CARTER TRISTAN SEAHORN RASHAUD JOHNSON DANNY BADGER 

The race is set for the May 4 municipal election - with two con-
tested races and two incumbents unopposed for the Gladewater City 
Council. The deadline to signup was Friday.

Those running unopposed include: Nick Foster – Place 4 and Eli-
jah Anderson – Place 5.

In the contested races, Place 6 incumbent Dennis Robertson will 
face Karla Byrd, and in the race for the Place 7 seat former city coun-
cilman Scott Owens will face Kevin Clark.

Current Place 7 councilman Quyen Tong, who was appointed to 
fill Mayor J.D. Shipp’s unexpired term, told the Gladewater Mirror 
he chose to not run for his council seat. He said his work responsi-
bilities would not allow him to devote the time he felt was needed to 
properly represent the citizens of Gladewater.

In the race for Gladewater ISD school board, all three incumbents: 
Position 1 - Ross Morgan, Position 2 - Rickie Blackmon and Po-
sition 3 - Garth Cockerell - are unopposed in the May 4 election. 
Under Texas law the school district will not be required to hold an 
election, thus saving taxpayers the election expense.

The Gladewater Mirror will host a “Candidate’s Forum” prior to 
early voting so voters can meet the candidates and ask questions.

ROBERTSON BYRD OWENS CLARK

Visitors enjoyed Mrs. 
Lee’s Daffodil Garden on 
an overcast Presidents’ 
Day. The 816 acre tract 
of land hosts millions of 
daffodils scattered over 
28 acres. Mother Nature 
determines when and 
how long the garden is 
open to the public. It is 
open now seven days a 
week from 10 a.m. until 4 
p.m. For road conditions 
and predicted blooming 
schedule, contact the 
gardens directly at 903-
845-5780.  

Photos By 
Suzanne Bardwell

Proud sponsor of Black History Month
895 E Broadway Ave, Gladewater

(903) 374-2533
www.bankatcnb.bank

Carrington.
So proud in fact that when asked what 

Wednesday, April 3, 2019                                Vol. 91, No.  14                           1 Section,  10 pages                50¢     

Recycling @ City Hall 
Second Sat., 8 a.m.-Noon

Continued on page 2
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$57,000 in 
stolen items 
recovered, 

man arrested
Gladewater Police Chief Gor-

don Freeman and his officers 
had a good day Friday and so did 
many people who had fallen vic-
tim to theives.

“We had a good day today,” 
Freeman told the Gladewater 
Mirror after police recovered 
more than $57,000 in stolen 
items and arrested a man they 
believe was responsible.  “And it 
was a good day for the people of 
Gladewater.”

According to a GPD press 
release, on Friday, March 29, 
2019 at approximately 9 a.m., 
officer Ka’Darriaus Sanders was 
inspecting a small utility trailer 
that fit the description of one 
previously reported stolen to the 
Gladewater Police Department.

Officer Sanders phoned Sgt. 
Jason Brannon who responded 
to assist. Upon his arrival, Sgt. 
Brannon observed an enclosed 
cargo trailer that he recognized 
as being reported stolen recent-
ly. Officer Sanders ran the VIN 
number on the cargo trailer and 
confirmed that it had been re-
ported stolen out of Smith Coun-
ty. Continuing the investigation, 
Officer Sanders identified the 
original utility trailer as one sto-
len from a residence in Glade-
water.

East Texas Auto Theft Task 
Force Agent Blake Humber was 
called to assist with locating 
identifying information on the 
vehicles. Also confirmed stolen 
was a 2008 Polaris Ranger side 
by side which was stolen out of 
Smith County. A total of 6 utility 
and assorted trailers were recov-
ered, a smoker pit trailer, and a 
Miller Welding Machine.

Officer Sanders arrested Rich-
ard Blake Duncan, a Gladewater 
resident, on six felony charges. 
The suspect was transported to 

Grand jury finds 
officer’s use of 

deadly force justified
Shooting victim indicted for 
‘assault of a peace officer’

A Gregg County Grand Jury on Thursday absolved former Glade-
water Police Officer Jacob Lira in his use of deadly force and handed 
down an indictment on Matthew Murchison of Gladewater for As-
sault of a Peace Officer.

The offense occurred on Nov. 4, 2018, when GPD officers were dis-
patched to the 1500 block of N. Main St. in Gladewater in reference 
to a suicidal subject.

Accoring to Gregg County District Attorney Tom Watson, upon 
arrival - Officers met with the suspect’s father who advised that his 
son was suicidal and under the influence of methamphetamine. 
During the initial encounter, Matthew Murchison, 30, fled from the 
location and Officer Lira circled around to Florence Street where he 
made contact with Murchison. 

“As Officer Lira was attempting to get out of his patrol unit, Mur-
chison reached into his waistband and subsequently brought his 
hands out of his waistband and took a shooting position in front of 
Officer Lira. In response to this split second and immediate threat 
upon his life, Officer Lira discharged his firearm striking Murchison 
in his right leg. Murchison continued to advance towards Officer Lira 
and subsequently bit Officer Lira, struck Officer Lira about the face 
and neck and also struck Officer Lira below his waistline.”

Watson said after determining that Murchison was unarmed, Offi-
cer Lira reduced the level of force against Murchison in an attempt to 
take him into custody. Officer Lira attempted to use his taser on Mur-
chison to gain control of the combative subject; however, the taser 
had no effect on Murchison. Once Murchison was finally restrained, 
Officer Lira immediately requested emergency medical personnel to 
respond to the location to care for Murchison’s non-life threatening 
injuries.

“As with all officer-involved shootings, the Texas Rangers were 
contacted and conducted a thorough investigation into the inci-
dent. During the investigation, Matthew Murchison confessed to the 
Rangers that his intent was to commit ‘suicide by cop’. The Ranger’s 
findings were delivered to the office of the Gregg County District At-
torney, which in turn presented the case to the grand jury on March 
28, 2019,: Watson reported.

Watson said the grand jury chose to indict Matthew Murchison 
for the offense of “Assault of a Peace Officer” and unanimously found 
that Officer Lira’s use of deadly force during this incident was justi-

GEDCO denies city’s request for help with grant, 
leaves city holding the bag - Main Street in jeopardy

By Jim Bardwell
The City of Gladewater’s request for $75,000 from the Gladewa-

ter Economic Development Corporation to help secure a $250,000 
grant for sidewalk, street and waterline repairs on Center Street was 
denied Monday.

Gladewater City Manager Ricky Tow said after the request failed 
to even go to a vote for a lack of second to GEDCO board member 
John Ussery’s motion that he assumedt the city had “total coopera-
tion” from GEDCO for the project.

The city went to GEDCO for financial assistance because it doesn’t 
have the extra funds required for the city’s portion of the Texas Capi-
tal Fund Main Street Sidewalk Improvement Project Grant. GEDCO 
considered the request last week, but after about an hour of discssion 
tabled the matter until Monday.

Mayor JD Shipp, who attended the special GEDCO meeting 
Monday, said he, too, thought GEDCO was on-board, especially 
since GEDCO executive director Robert Johnson was the one who 
brought the grant to the city last year. Shipp told the GEDCO board 
the Center Street project was an infrastructure project, which GED-
CO can help fund. He also took responsibility for the city’s failure 
to gain GEDCO’s formal support sooner. But he said since Johnson 
was involved from the beginning, he assumed Johnson would keep 

GEDCO board members in the loop. 
Shipp said he won’t make that mistake ever again.
The Gladewater City Council voted last Tuesday to proceed with 

the grant under the stipulation GEDCO would fund the required 
$75,000 ($25,000 for the 10-percent match and $50,000 for engi-
neering fees) matching funds. Gladewater scored the second highest 
points of all the cities that applied for the $250,000 grant.

Robert Green, GEDCO board president, said “GEDCO isn’t that 
rich uncle everyone seems to think it is.” 

GEDCO has about $430,000 in reserves, according to Green. 
GEDCO is a taxing entity which is funded by a 1/2-cent  sales tax. It 
is estimated GEDCO takes in about $300,000 annual. 

GEDCO board members Larry Clemens, Marsh Byrd and Charla 
Nash, along with board president Green, questioned why the request 
wasn’t presented to them sooner.

Tow explained to the GEDCO board that the city applied for the 
grant, but didn’t think it would actually get it, so that’s why they 
never approached GEDCO until recently.

Clemens pointed out that GEDCO had helped the city fund the 
city’s ball park to the tune of $100,000 per year for several years, and 
that the city promised not to come back to GEDCO with additional 

Services for former mayor, 
coach Walter Derrick set 

Services for former Gladewater coach and former Gladewater 
mayor Walter Derrick, 88, will be 1 p.m. Saturday at Gladewater 
High School Auditorum. Visitation will be Friday from 1-6 p.m. at 
D&D All Faith Chapel on U.S. 80.

The beloved coach and mentor to generations 
of young Gladewater men died Monday. He was 
born April 8, 1930.

Derrick was a pioneer, breaking down barri-
ers throughout his life. He was Gladewater’s 
first African-American coach and the first black 
member of the Gladewater Round-up Rodeo As-
sociation. After retiring from coaching he con-

tinued working for the  people by serving the citizens of  Gladewater 
for 22 years - first being appointed to the city council to fill a vacan-
cy in 1990, then Derrick was elected Mayor Pro-Tem in 1993.  

He served in that office until 2008 when he was elected Gladewa-
ter’s first African-American mayor, serving two terms in that post.

Derrick graduated as valedictorian of Weldon High School in 
Gladewater, studied at Huston-Tillotson College, Stephen F. Austin 
State University, East Tennessee State University and the University 
of Texas at Tyler. He earned bachelor of arts and master of arts de-
grees from Texas College in Tyler.

“Coach Derrick had a profound influence on my life as a young 
man. He was a father figure to so many of his players and he lived a 
true Christian example in his words and actions,” said Todd Clifton, 
who played for Coach Derrick. “He seldom raised his voice or had 
many words to say during a game, but when he spoke it was some-
thing important to our team. He will continue to live in the hearts of 
many of his Bear players. I truly loved Coach Derrick.”

“Walter was a special man,” said former mayor John Paul Tallent. 
“We served on the city council together and he always did what was 
right for the people of Gladewater.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

By Jim Bardwell
After several tries, the City of 

Gladewater finally has a street 
named after civil rights leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr..

At a special city council meeting 
held on March 26 a public hearing 
was held to discuss changing Mill-
er Street to Dr. MLK Jr. Drive, fol-
lowed by the council approving the 
change.

In other business, the council 
contracted for election services 

with Gregg County, approved a 
tax refund to J C Fort and Imm 
Thomas & Natividad, and issued a 
blanket permit to the First Baptist 
Church Gladewater for its 2nd An-
nual Auto, Truck, & Cycle Show to 
be held on May 18.

The council also accepted a 
$226,000 bid from PPM Contrac-
tors for the Texas Water Devel-
opment Board (TWDB) Project 
involving backwash ponds Rather 
than haul the material away, PPM 

plans to mix it with cement and use 
it onsite at the wastewater treatment 
plant, saving the city thousands of 
dollars in hauling and disposal fees.

The city got a clean bill of health 
during its financial audit for fiscal 
year 2018.

The city tabled action concern-
ing the assessing and collecting the 
City’s ad valorem taxes and legal 
services.

The Gregg County Tax Office’s 
Gladewater Annex will soon be 

moving to a renovated area of 
Gladewater City Hall. This has 
created a situation that has city 
officials rethinking about using 
Gladewater ISD for handling its 
tax needs. That could save about 
$13,000 annually, but would leave 
current local tax assessor Tercia 
Turner out at city hall. And that has 
many locals upset.

After much discuss on the sub-
ject and stacks of paperwork pre-
sented to council members, coun-

cilman Nick Foster moved that 
the matter be tabled so all the new 
information just received could be 
reviewed.

The city formally accepted an  
amended Paramedic Ambulance 
Agreement between the City of 
Gladewater and CHRISTUS EMS 
freeing the city from its annual 
$90,000 service charge. As re-
ported to months ago CHRISTUS 
EMS has decided to no longer 
charge cities for its service. 

The council approved revised 
“Field Use Agreements” for Glade-
water/Union Grove Youth Baseball 
Association and Gladewater Girls 
Softball Association.

The council also approved the 
proposed Texas Capital Fund Main 
Street Sidewalk Improvement 
Project Grant if the Gladewater 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration would pay the $75,000 in 
matching funds. 

(See story above for details) 

City approves Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive to replace Miller Street

Pictued are some of the $57,000 worth of stolen items recovered by Gladewater police 
last week after receiving a tip that led to an arrest.         Photos by GPD
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KARLA BYRD KEVIN CLARK

And the winners are:
Byrd, Clark win Gladewater city council seats

Woman dies after 
being struck by train
A 36-year-old woman was 

killed Saturday evening after 
being hit by a train in downtown 
Gladewater.

According to Union Pacif-
ic Rail Road officials, at about 
6:50 p.m. a westbound train hit 
Heidi O’Brien near mile post 
103, which is across from Ferry 
Street.

Gladewater Police reported  

O’Brien was spray painting on 
the side of the track when she 
was struck. 

The train’s conductor and 
witnesses at a nearby restaurant 
told police O’Brien looked up at 
the train then continued to spray 
paint the track before being hit.

O’Brien was pronounced dead 
at the scene. Her body was tak-
en to Croley Funeral Home in 
Gladewater.

Union Pacific officials report-
ed no one on the train’s crew was 
injured.

Police closed off the down-
town railroad crossing that cuts 
through Gladewater during the 
initial investigation. 

O’Brien’s death remains un-
der investigation as officials try 
and figure out what caused her 
to be on the tracks and not move 
from the oncoming train.

CITY OF GLADEWATER CITY COUNCIL GENERAL ELECTION
May 4, 2019 UNOFFICIAL TABULATION

CANDIDATE & POSITION MAIL BALLOTS
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1
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ELECTION DAY 
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a Nick D. Foster, Place 4

a Elijah Anderson, Place 5

a Karla Byrd, Place 6

Dennis Robertson, Place 6

a Kevin Clark, Place 7

Scott E. Owens, Place 7

By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater City 

Council has two new faces 
following Saturday’s elec-
tion which saw Karla Byrd 
unseat 2-term councilman 
Dennis Robertson and 
Kevin Clark beating former 
councilman Scott Owens.

Byrd wound up with 247 
votes compared to Robert-
son’s 138.

Clark outdistanced Ow-
ens by 215 votes, 302 to 87.

Incumbents Nick Foster 

in Place 4 and Elijah :Son-
ny” Anderson in Place 5 
were unopposed and will 
join Byrd and Clark for two 
year terms.

Asked what he thought 
was the key to his over-
whelming victory, Clark 
said “I love Gladewater. I 
think people respond to 
real caring and commit-
ment; but it’s more than 
just emotional appeal. I 
brought to them an idea, an 
idea predicated on the idea 

that to achieve dreams we 
must plan. This message, 
create a plan, was relayed by 
family, friends, news outlets 
like yours and social media. 
It is simple and from the 
heart. “

Byrd believes voters 
chose her because “I have 
spent years being involved 
and building a relationship 
with people. Those that 
have been in my life circle 
the last 20 years have been 

A memorial was created 
near the site where O’Brien 
was killed.

O’Brien was seen spray painting on the railroad tracks 
sjhortly before beging struck by the train. She wrote what  
appears to be a name on the side of the track.

Teachers are some of the most 
important and impactful people 
in our lives. Which is why it is 
fitting that every May we cele-
brate the amazing contributions 
they make with Teacher Appre-
ciation Week (May 6-10) and 
Teacher Appreciation Day (May 
7).

Brainly — the world’s largest 
peer-to-peer learning commu-
nity for students, parents and 
teachers with more than 150 
million users globally— polled 
1,000 Americans to discover 
which states most appreciate the 
amazing impact teachers have 
on students.

It turns out there are tons of 
interesting things we never knew 
about how people feel about 
teachers!

Consider this: 91% of Ameri-
cans have a teacher they remem-
ber having had a large positive 
impact on their lives.  But which 
states stand out the most?

 The Brainly State Teacher 
Appreciation Rankings 

Indiana - 100

Thank a teacher during Teacher Appreciation Week

Mississippi - 100
Nevada - 100
Virginia  - 98
Texas  - 97
Illinois  - 97
Georgia - 96
Michigan - 95
Alabama - 94
Oregon - 93
Connecticut - 93
Here are a few more interest-

ing findings from that survey:
TEACHERS DON’T GET THE 

RECOGNITION THEY DESERVE
* 83% of Americans said that 

teachers don’t get the recogni-
tion they should for the massive 
impact they have on America’s 
youth. In a similar vein, 79% say 
that they aren’t paid enough and 
should be paid more. 

 2/3RDS KEEP IN TOUCH WITH 
TEACHERS AFTER GRADUATION
* 62% say that keep in touch 

with their favorite teachers af-
ter leaving school. Maybe it has 
something to do with this other 
datapoint: 53% point to a teach-
er’s passion for the work as the 
most desirable trait in a teacher. 

Gladewater High School 
administrator Becky Lan-
ham has been named 
one of three finalists for 
the Association of Texas 
Professional Educators  
Assistant Principal of the 
Year.           Courtesy Photo

GISD makes 
major admin 

changes
By Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater ISD has an-
nounced several administra-
tive changes for the 2019-2020 
school year. Gladewater Primary 
Principal Amanda Langford has 
been named Weldon Elementary 
School Principal. Langford has 
varied and extensive education-
al experience in addition to her 
six years as Gay Avenue Primary 
Principal. She began her career 
in Mississippi where she taught 
kindergarten, first grade and 
served as a literacy coach under 
the Reading First initiative.

Langford says that teaching 
this impoverished area of the 
country had a profound impact 
on the direction of her career, 
providing the opportunity for 
her to learn that education can 
truly change a community and a 
child’s life.

She completed her Måaster’s 
degree from Mississippi College 
with an emphasis in dyslexia 
therapy. In 2007 she moved to 
Texas to be closer to her fami-
ly and taught third grade and 
served as a dyslexia therapist at 
Kilgore ISD eventually serving 
as assistant principal of Chandler 
Elementary in Kilgore. In 2013 
she was employed as Gladewa-
ter Primary School Principal 
and has held that position for six 
years.

Current Weldon Elementary 
Principal Darren Richardson 
has been named a district level 
instructional coordinator. One of 
Richardon’s primary responsi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

The National Association of Letter Carriers (NALC) will con-
duct its 27th annual national food drive this Saturday, May 11.

The Stamp Out Hunger® Food Drive, the country’s largest 
single-day food drive, provides residents with an easy way to 
donate food to those in need.

Customers simply leave their donation of non-perishable food 
items next to their mailbox before the delivery of the mail on 
Saturday, May 11. Letter carriers will collect these donations on 
that day as they deliver mail along their postal routes, and dis-
tribute them to local food banks, pantries, shelters and churches. 
Visit stampouthungerfooddrive.us to learn more.

Last year, letter carriers collected 71.6 million pounds of food 
donations along their postal routes. That brought the total since 
the food drive began in 1993 to more than 1.67 billion pounds.

When you find someone like 
that, you KIT.

ENGLISH TEACHERS TOP THE 
ALL TIME FAVORITE LIST

* Despite forcing us to slog 
through Ethan Frome, 25% of 

Americans say their English 
teachers were their all-time fave. 
This is followed by Math (16%), 
The Arts (15%), Science (14%), 
and History (12%).  
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News You Can Use 
Anywhere You Want It!

50th Anniversary of Moon Landing 
Saturday, July 20th

There was a great turnout for July’s “Back to the Bricks” cruise into downtown Glade-
water this past Thursday. There were 23 car enthusiasts who brought out their cool 
rides and showed them off. If you missed the event, make plans to attend next month.  
The event is held the second Thursday of the month on Pacific Street.
Photo by Jim Bardwell

O,T&I hosts Eager Readers Club
By Suzanne Bardwell

Eager Young Readers coordinator Jennifer Lampkin plans adventures related to 
reading for a group of 22 plus area kids. Last Thursday the adventure led the group 
to Gladewater’s O,T&I (Operator, Training & Instruction) big equipment training 
center.

Owner Stuart Sadler and his friendly staff hosted the kids in one of their training 
rooms. To the delight of both kids and parents, the crowd was provided sandwiches, 
chips, cookies and treats. The party favors were Matchbox replicas of the big 
equipment the kids were about to experience first hand. The children were also each 
provided a child-sized bright yellow hard hat as the prepared to try their small hands 
at operating the training equipment.

After Lampkin read two age-appropriate books to the group on heavy equipment, 
a brief safety lesson was delivered before the kiddos enthusiastically hit the training 
ground and learned first hand about front end loaders, crane operation, lifts, big 
trucks with loud, loud horns and so much more.

The hospitable O,T&I folks provided a tent with picnic tables and ice cold water 
Continued on Page 10

APOLLO 11 - Lunar Landing Mission
Apollo 11 was the first manned mission to land on the 

Moon. The first steps by humans on another planetary 
body were taken by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
on July 20, 1969. The astronauts also returned to Earth 
the first samples from another planetary body. Apollo 11 
achieved its primary mission - to perform a manned lu-
nar landing and return the mission safely to Earth - and 
paved the way for the Apollo lunar landing missions to 
follow.

Summary of Events
The Apollo 11 spacecraft was launched from Cape 

Kennedy at 13:32:00 UT on July 16, 1969. After 2 hr and 
33 min in Earth orbit, the S-IVB engine was reignited for 
acceleration of the spacecraft to the velocity required for 
Earth gravity escape.

Lunar-orbit insertion began at 75:50 ground elapsed time 
(GET). The spacecraft was placed in an elliptical orbit (61 
by 169 nautical miles), inclined 1.25 degrees to the lunar 
equatorial plane. At 80:12 GET, the service module propul-
sion system was reignited, and the orbit was made nearly 
circular (66 by 54 nautical miles) above the surface of the 
Moon. Each orbit took two hours. Photographs taken from 
lunar orbit provided broad views for the study of regional 
lunar geology.

The lunar module (LM), with Astronauts Armstrong and 
Aldrin aboard, was undocked from the command-service 
module (CSM) at 100:14 GET, following a thorough check 
of all the LM systems. At 101:36 GET, the LM descent en-
gine was fired for approximately 29 seconds, and the de-

Continued on Page 10

By Phillip Williams
GILMER--Upshur County 

Commissioners Court on Mon-
day approved three construction 
contracts for a project of the 
Union Grove Water Supply Cor-
poration.

The project, funded by an 
approximately $350,000 grant 
from the Texas Department of 
Agriculture, involves providing 
water to about 25 additional cus-
tomers on Bobolink and Seagull 
Roads, said David Beavers, the 
corporation’s general manager 
who was unable to attend Mon-
day’s meeting of the court. 

After the meeting, Beavers 
said the corporation hoped to 
start the project by mid-August 
and finish it by next spring, con-
tingent on weather conditions.

The approved contracts, rec-
ommended by a selection com-
mittee which included Precinct 
1 County Commissioner Paula 
Gentry, included $4,194 to Un-
derground Utility Supply for 
meters, $140,501.34 to Hayes 
Pipe Supply Inc. for materials 
for water mains and $111,656 
to Jeff Wilson Boring for labor 
only on road bores.

In other business Monday, 
the court opened proposals 
from three firms vying to be the 
third-party administrator for the 
county’s health insurance plan, 
and referred them for study to a 
Tyler consulting firm. 

The administrator pays bills to 
Continued on Page 6

Court aproves 
Union Grove 
Water Supply 

contracts

GFD finally 
gets JAWS,
council digs 
into budget 

By Suzanne Bardwell
The financial issues facing the 

city were on the table last Thurs-
day in a special city council ses-
sion and budget workshop. With 
only two action items on the 
agenda the almost two and a half 
hour meeting was focused on 
building the budget after hearing 
from departments. 

Mayor JD Shipp called to 
close the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
and called for a second work-
shop session to finish hearing 
from departments and address-
ing council questions to depart-
ment heads before a final budget 
is adopted.

New Councilwoman Karla 
Byrd questioned the fire depart-
ment budget request for salary 
increases and asked why longev-
ity and retention was important. 
She also noted that most towns 
the size of Gladewater have a 
volunteer fire department but 
went on to say her family had 
been a victim of a volunteer 
department when their home 
burned when she was young.

“Every firefighter who leaves, 
leaves a gap that takes six months 
to fill,” Fire Chief Cory Crowell 
said referring to training require-
ments of rookie firefighters.

Gladewater has become a 
training ground for rookies who 
leave for higher paying jobs in 
nearby towns after reaching their 
professional experience qualifi-
cations.

Part-time firefighter Jake Gar-
land said that the number one 

Continued on Page 6

GISD trustee steps down
By Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater ISD Trustee Jamie Cook resigned her position Mon-
day night because of family considerations. The board will fill the 
spot by appointment. 

“It truly has been a pleasure to have you on the board,” president 
Jon Keller said. “We hope we can lure you 
back to the classroom in the future. We un-
derstand and appreciate your service.”

The board accepted Cook’s resignation 
5-0 with George Glenn absent. The board 
will accept applications for the open posi-
tion through Monday, July 22. Forms may 
be downloaded from the GISD website or 
picked up at the Broadway campus admin 
building.

Trustees approved granting Supt. Sedric 
Clark approval to expend up to $390,000 

from the fund balance for renovation and facility maintenance at the 
Broadway Administration site as well as up to $485,000 for the re-
placement of the artificial turf at Jack V. Murphy Stadium.

The board approved a 4-year lease agreement with Apple for 
replacement of staff computers at $63,000 per year. According to 
Technology Director Avon Bateman the contract will consist of a 
five year refresh plan that includes teacher laptop and desktop re-
placements.

Continued on Page 9

Wednesday, Sept. 25, 2019                                Vol. 91, No.  39                           1 Section,  10 pages                50¢     

Continued on Page 6

Cathy Phillips Shipp, Jim Hugman and Sam Griffith will be hon-
ored as “Outstanding Gladewater Alumni” at the 2019 All-School 
Reunion to be held on Saturday, Sept. 28, at the Gladewater Former 
Students Association building and hosted by the GHS 50th Reunion 
Class of 1969.  Each year distinguished former Gladewater High 
School graduates are selected by a nominating committee for this 
coveted honor based on their achievements and contributions to their 
communities. 

This year’s distinguished honorees include:

Cathy Phillips Shipp
Cathy received a B.S. in Education from Stephen F. Austin in 1969 

followed by a Masters’ Degree in 1976 from East Texas State (now 
known as Texas A&M, Commerce). 

She retired from Pine Tree ISD in 2012 after 39 years of service; 
the last 8 years of which she served as the first Executive Direc-
tor of the Pine Tree Education Foundation & Alumni Community, a 
501(c)3 non-profit organization. Under Cathy’s administrative lead-
ership and with the support of community members, the organization 
received its non-profit designation in 2003 and immediately began 
operating on donations from individuals, businesses, and civic orga-
nizations.

Endowment plans were created with the establishment of the Gen-
eral Endowment Fund as well as the Named Endowment Funds with 
Donor Recognition. Several teacher recognition award programs 
were initiated, such as, the Grants to Teachers Awards and the annual 
Beacon Awards (presented to student-nominated district employees 
who have made a life-changing impression on a student). 

Also, during her tenure as Executive director, Cathy managed 

Shipp, Hugman and 
Griffith named GFSA 
‘Oustanding Alumni’ 

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Precinct 3 Commissioner Frank Berka an-

nounced Monday he will not seek re-election to a third term 
in 2020.

In a press release, Berka said his “campaign slogan was 
‘Strictly Business’ and that most all of his promises and goals 
have been met during his two terms. He hopes the new court 
will continue serving with a conservative mantra.”

Berka, 73, took office Jan. 1, 2013, after ousting incumbent 
Lloyd Crabtree in the 2012 Republican primary and winning 
that year’s November general election with no Democratic op-
ponent. He was re-elected in 2016, defeating Haskell Dean in 
the GOP primary and again facing no opposition in that year’s 
November general election.

After issuing the news release, Berka, a veteran auto dealer, 
said he will remain active in his Gilmer business, Henson-Ber-
ka Auto Sales, and that he and his wife are currently building 

Commissioner Berka not 
seeking another term

Continued on Page 8

Michelle Teve was crowned homecoming queen at Friday’s pre-game activities in Jack V. Murphy Stadium. Teve also 
represented Gladewater in the Miss Gregg County Pageant held recently.             Photo by Chris Jones

Bear Football Beau #31 Malachi Pipkin and Football Sweetheart 
Graciosos Hart were honored at homecoming. Hart was 
escorted by #18 Trey Samuels.      Courtesy Photo

Gladewater drum major and Band Beau Chris 
Houston along with Band Sweetheart Lily Cahal were 
honored at Friday’s homecoming.    Courtesy Photo

By Suzanne Bardwell
What appeared to be a routine 

Gladewater Economic Devel-
opment Corporation meeting 
turned into verbal sparring be-
tween GEDCO president Robert 
Green and board member John 
Ussery over budget procedures 
and the fiscal audit report by 
GEDCO CPA Karen Jacks.

GEDCO’s Green, Ussery square off over budget method
Green, said that Jacks report-

ed that “the method the board 
has been using was one that was 
commonly accepted for policy 
setting boards”.

Green stated that Jacks said 
there was nothing wrong with 
the current method or with the 
method Ussery had recommend-
ed the board change to. Ussery 

is a certified public accountant 
who owns his own firm.

Green, said the method GED-
CO was using was so “the aver-
age board member who doesn’t 
have CPA behind their name can 
understand”. Green said that he 
had to look out for the best inter-
ests of the board.

“We all have to look out for 

the best interests of the board,” 
Ussery said. “I am not going to 
vote for or support it (current 
budget method). If this is what 
we are going to give to the city 
it is not a true picture of our in-
come and our expenditures, it’s 
not.”

Green said he had been on the 
board three years and that this 

was the first time Ussery had 
“said anything about” the budget 
method being used.

“I guess it’s just like going to 
a doctor and they give you dif-
ferent…because Karen Jacks 
also has CPA behind her name,” 
Green said. “Karen Jacks said 
she would be happy to meet with 
you.”

Ussery said that he did not 
want to give Jacks billable hours 
to have a discussion of the bud-
get method that has been used.

“I am telling you the correct 
financial way to report to the 
city,” Ussery said. 

Ussery said the issue was that 
the city council had asked for a 

Continued on Page 10

GHS HOMECOMING ROYALTY

CATHY SHIPP JIM HUGMAN SAM GRIFFITH
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GPD Sgt. Shane Guthrie instructs fifth grader Isaac Reed of Whitehouse in gun safety 
and target shooting at Saturday’s annual POWER INC Adaptive Sportsfest at Lake 
Gladewater for disabled children, adults and their families.  Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Cathy Phillips Shipp, Jim 
Hugman and Sam Griffith were 
honored Saturday as “Outstand-
ing Gladewater Alumni” at the 
2019 All-School Reunion held at 
the Gladewater Former Students 
Association building and hosted 
by the GHS 50th Reunion Class 
of 1969. 

Each year distinguished for-
mer Gladewater High School 
graduates was selected by a 
nominating committee for this 
coveted honor based on their 
achievements and contributions 
to their communities. 

Dale Lange, Class of ‘69, 
was presented with the coveted 
“Grizzly Award” at the annual 
reunion.

Abernathy seeking 
commissioner’s seat

The Manna House community ministry is in dire need 
of donations at this time. Canned corn, vegetables, 
soups, chili, grape jelly and boxed macaroni and 
cheese is needed at this time. Volunteers are also 
needed. Food donations may be dropped off at Manna 
House Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. 
until 11 a.m. in the southwest corner of City Hall or at 
the Gladewater Mirror at 211 N. Main Street weekdays 
during business hours. Financial donations may be 
mailed to Manna House, P.O. Box 808, Gladewater, 
75647.            Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Manna House 9-1-1

Jermaine Lewis Inducted 
into KC Hall of Fame

Gladewater High School coach and teacher, Jermaine Lewis was 
inducted into the Kilgore College Athletics Hall of Fame on Satur-
day at the annual Kilgore College Hall of Fame Luncheon of 2019. 

Joining Lewis in the 2019 Class of Hall of Fame inductee were 
Curtis Buckley, Football, 1989-90; Dr. Robert Iden, Football, 1970-
71; Meosha Walker Risby, Women’s Basketball, 2000-02; Martin 
Kardos, Tennis, 1999-2001; Chris Blair, Tennis Coach, 1996-2001; 
Travis Martin, Contributor: Glenn Wells, Contributor (posthumous-
ly), Dr. Hurley Miller, Spirit of Excellence; Phil Castles, Spirit of 
Excellence and the 1963-64 Men’s Basketball Team. 

Upon receiving his Hall of Fame recognition, Lewis said, “This is 
great honor.  It is always nice to know that someone has recognized 
the hard work that you have done.”

Lewis grew up in Houston, Texas and played basketball under the 
legendary coach Jackie Carr at Wheatley High School in Houston.  
He was a part of the 1996-1997 team that reached the semi-finals of 
the UIL State Championship Tournament.  Lewis signed an athletic 

Gladewater businessman Kent 
Abernathy has tossed his hat 

into the 
po l i t i ca l 
ring, seek-
ing the 
U p s h u r 
C o u n t y 
Commis-
sion Pre-
cinct 3 
seat.

Current Pct. 3 Commissioner 
Frank Berka announced last week 
he would not seek re-election.

Abernathy, 61, graduated from 
Gladewater High School in 1976 
and attended Kilgore College 
before graduating from the Uni-
versity of Texas -Tyler with a BS 
in Technology.

He worked for Eastman in 
Longview for 10 years before he 

and his family purchased McKaig 
Chevrolet in Gladewater in 1995.

Abernathy has lived in Upshur 
County since 1985. He and his 
wife Laura have two children 
and one grandchild.

While still associated with 
McKaig Chevrolet, Abernathy 
said he has stepped away from 
the daily operations of the com-
pany, and that gives him the time 
to devote to more community 
service-oriented business like 
county government.

“This is something I have 
been thinking about for many 
years,” Abernathy said Monday 
after making the announcement 
official. “I have no agenda, I just 
want to help guide the county 
and see it flourish.”

Filing for county office begins 
Nov. 9.  

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commission-

ers Court on Monday approved 
accepting a $50,000 cash dona-
tion to the Friends of the Upshur 

County Library from Dallas 
attorney James Hartnett and his 
wife, Emily.

The donation was made to 
honor the late Donna Owen 

Spencer, a former Upshur Coun-
tian who worked as a paralegal 
for James Hartnett for more than 
50 years, and the library’s “teen 
room” will be expanded and 
named for her, county officials 
said.

The court will approve the ex-
pansion, and any leftover funds 
will be refunded to the Hartnetts, 
although they do not expect it, 
said County Judge Todd Teft-
eller.

After meeting with the court 
in Gilmer Monday, County Li-
brarian Cynthia King said the 
funding will provide a “one-
of-a-kind unique area,” making 
her facility one of very few East 
Texas libraries with such a room. 

King, who said she had 
planned to seek a grant for the 
expansion until receiving word 
of the planned donation, also 
said a dedication ceremony will 
be held for the expanded teen 
area.

The librarian told the court 
she planned to add two “study 
rooms”, four new computers 
with computer desks, new car-
pet, shelving, and a printer, 
among other items. If any mon-
ey is left over, she said, it will go 
toward books aimed at teens.

Besides accepting the dona-

tion, the court in a separate vote 
Monday also accepted a dona-
tion of several items of computer 
equipment from the Friends or-
ganization.

They included five computers, 
two wireless scanners, a thermal 
receipt printer and two wireless 
keyboards, both with a mouse, 
all to be used in the library.

In other major business Mon-
day, the court in separate 4-0 
votes approved a motion that 
the county not create its own 
Information Technology Depart-
ment, and that it table until Oct. 
15 choosing one of two firms to 
provide information technology 
services.

The votes came after the court 
met in closed session for more 
than an hour “to discuss person-
nel matters pertaining to award-
ing an IT contract and/or discuss 
hiring an IT manager,” the meet-
ing agenda read.

Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Paula Gentry made the motion 
that the county not form the de-

$50K donated to county library

Continued on Page 5

GFSA honors ‘Outstanding Alumni’ 
Janie Bruns presented Cathy Shipp with her “Oustanding 
Alumni” award Saturday night.

Danny Sorrells presented Jim Hugman with his “Oustand-
ing Alumni” award at the Annual All School Reunion.

US Congressman Louie Gohmert joined his fellow judge Sam Griffith as he is presented 
the “Oustanding Alumni” award by Griffth’s classmate Rocky Hawkins.
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Monday, Jay Dean filed for re-election to the Texas House of 
Representatives District 7, which covers Gregg and Upshur Counties.

“I am blessed to have the confidence of my neighbors to serve as the 
voice for our East Texas communities in 
Austin. I’m proud of the results we have 
achieved, but we must always strive to 
improve government and ensure that the 
rights of Texans are not impeded,” stated 
Dean. “Today, I’m filing for re-election 
to ensure that our East Texas values are 
front and center at the Texas House of 
Representatives.”

Upon filing, Dean received the 
endorsement of Governor Greg Abbott: 
“I am proud to endorse Representative 

Dean for re-election, and I am grateful for his dynamic role in securing 
property tax and school finance reform this session. I encourage the 
people of East Texas to join me in supporting Representative Dean 
for another term in the Texas House.”  

Rated 100% pro-life by Texas Alliance for Life, Dean helped pass 
pro-life legislation that defunds Planned Parenthood, stripping them 
of access to taxpayer dollars, passed the Born Alive Infant Protection 
Act which ensures the lives of the innocent, and funded alternatives 
to abortion for new mothers in need.

Dean has a perfect ‘A’ rating from the NRA and also passed critical 
school safety legislation that provided more safety resources officer 
to keep our students safe while they learn. Dean was overwhelmingly 
elected to the Texas House in 2016. Jay and his wife, Pokie, live in 
Longview where they raised their three girls and helped found their 
local church, St. Matthews.

Dean files for re-election

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury 

returned 35 indictments, 16 of 
them sealed, while no-billing one 
case and passing another 

in Gilmer on Nov. 7, said 
District Attorney Billy Byrd.

Defendants,  charges and 
bond information in the open 
indictments were as follows, his 
office reported:

Deandre Quntial Johnson, 
31, of Gladewater, possession 
o f  c o n t r o l l e d  s u b s t a n c e 
(methamphetamine) on Jan. 
16. Although bond was set at 
$15,000, he remained in county 
jail at Gilmer on a “release of 
surety” (meaning whoever was 
on his bond went off it).

Jeremy Earl Lemley, 40, 
of Hawkins, evading arrest/
detention with vehicle on July 20, 
$25,000 bond

Wesley Don Heist, 17, of White 
Oak, burglary of habitation on 
July 22, $25,000

Kayli Ashland Nokes, 17, of 
White Oak, burglary of habitation 
on July 22, $25,000  

James Rodney Evans, 46, of 
Daingerfield, aggravated assault 
with deadly weapon on July 30, 
$25,000

C a r l o s  B a n d a  J r . ,  3 4 , 
of Pittsburg, assault--family 
v io l ence - -occ lu s ion  w i th 
previous conviction on Aug. 7. 
He remained in county jail under 
$50,000 bond.

James Leo Chasteen III , 
37, of Gilmer, driving while 
intoxicated--subsequent offense 
on June 2, $10,000   

Whitney Allison Brunin, 
42, of Gilmer, driving while 
intoxicated--subseqent offense 
on July 11, $10,000

Longview resident James Earl 
Rollins Jr., who turns 32 Nov. 
28, burglary of habitation on 
Aug. 4. Although bond was set at 
$50,000, he was being held in the 
Gregg County Jail in Longview 
on a charge of violating parole 
and on a release of surety as his 
bondsman went off his bond.

Patty Jean Smith, 58, of 
Marshall, assault (on) public 
servant on May 4. Bond was set 
at $10,000 and when there was a 
release of surety on that, she was 
transferred to Cass County to face 
charges there.

Sean Randall Berry, 47, of 

Local man 
indicted on 

drug charges

Calling all Elves,
Manna House toy 
drive underway at 
Gladewater Mirror
Santa needs some help from 

generous Gladewater elves. 
The Manna House toy drive is 
happening now and will run 
through Friday, Dec. 6. Gently 
used and new toys, books, 
games, bicycles, trikes, footballs, 
basketballs and more are needed 
now to put under the Christmas 
Trees of Manna House families. 
Toys may be dropped off at the 
Gladewater Mirror at 211 N. 
Main Street weekdays during 
business hours or at Manna House 
in the southwest corner of City 
Hall Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. 

Manna House Christmas food 
boxes will be distributed this 
year at Gladewater’s First United 
Methodist Church’s Jeter Hall 
on Wednesday, Dec. 11 and 
Thursday, Dec. 12 from 9 a.m. 
until noon. Families may pre-
register at Manna House during 
its regular weekly hours. Families 
will be able to select a book 
and a toy for each child in their 
families. These donations make 
certain that Santa doesn’t miss the 
homes of these families.

Food donations are needed as 
well. Financial donations may be 
mailed to Manna House, P.O. Box 
808, Gladewater 75647.

By Ellis Hayden
In dominating fashion, the Gladewater Bears defeated Hughes 

Springs, 32-0 to capture the Bi-District trophy at Pine Tree’s Pirate 
Stadium last Friday night.  The Bears improve to 8-3 on the season 
and advance to the Area round of the playoffs to play the Van Alstyne 
Panthers on Friday night at Emory-Rains Wildcat Stadium.  Hughes 
Springs ends the season with a record of 8-3.  

“Our guys came ready to play last Friday,” said Coach John Berry.  
“We got off to a good start in the first quarter and played hard the 
whole game.”  “On offense, things are coming together, we just need 
more consistency and on defense, we looking better each week.” 

Big offensive plays and a suffocating defense were the Bears’ game 
plan against the Mustangs from Hughes Springs.  The Mustangs 
received the opening kick-off and managed only one yard before 
being forced to punt.  The Bears needed only two plays to get into 

Bears win Bi-District with 32-0 shut out
the endzone.  A halfback pass by Eligia Carter to D.J. Allen picked 
up 37 yards, and quarterback Tristan Holmes skirted around the right 
side to go 48 yards untouched for the Bears first score with only two 
minutes off the clock.  

 Hughes Springs would be forced to punt in the next two possessions 
as the Bears had held them to negative yardage. The Bears struck pay 
dirt again.  This time it was Carter streaking around the left side for a 
28-yard touchdown and tacked on the 2-point conversion to give the 
Bears a 14 -0 at the end of first quarter. 

Defenses prevailed in the second quarter, as each team was forced 
to punt or turnover on downs in their possessions.  Bear fullback, 
Devin Walker rumbled for 36 of his 80 yds on the night to set up, the 
Bears next score.  Holmes connected with Robby Hodges on quick 
crossing pattern for a 25 yard touchdown that staked Gladewater to 

Continued on Page 8

Next up for Gladewater - Van Alstyne 
By Ellis Hayden

Gladewater’s opponent in the 
Area round of the UIL Class 3A 
Division I football playoffs will 
be the Van Alstyne Panthers.  Van 
Alstyne (7-4 on the season, 5-1 
in district) was the runner-up in 
District 5-3A behind Pottsboro 
(11-0,  6-0).   Distr ict  5-3A 
included Emory-Rains (6-5, 4-2), 
Commerce (4-7, 3-3), Howe (3-
7, 2-4), Lone Oak (2-8, 1-5) and 
Bonham (1-9, 0-6).

“In the playoffs, all the teams are 
pretty good, and Van Alstyne looks 
like a good team,” said Bears’ 
head coach, John Berry.  They 
have 20 seniors on their roster, 
so they have experience, Berry 
continued saying, “The offensive 
and defensive line play is solid.  
Their big playmakers are at wide 
receiver also play in the defensive 
backfield. The quarterback is tall 

and stays in the pocket.  Their 
middle linebacker looks to be their 
best defensive player,”

With that said, Berry made the 
following comment, “But we’ve 
played some good teams this 
season, so we won’t be facing 
anything new. We are getting better 
both offensively and defensively 
each week.  We just have keep 
it up.”  

The Panthers  were Dave 
Campbell’s  Texas Footbal l 
Magazine’s pick to win the District 
title.  Val Alstyne got off to slow 
start in non-district going 1-3, 
with a win over Aubrey, and 

losses to Sunnyvale, Anna and 
Gainesville.  They won their 
district opener over Emory-Rains, 
but loss to Pottsboro, 48-27. Since 
that loss the Panthers have won 
five straight games including a 
69-27 blistering of Life Oak Cliff 
in their Bi-District Matchup-up 
with the District 6-3A Division 
I’s third seed. 

The Panthers are led offensively 
b y  q u a r t e r b a c k ,  Ty m o t h e 
Rosenthal who has passed for over 
1700 yards and 14 touchdowns 
and running back Jake Carroll, 
who has rushed nearly 1,000 
yds and 14 touchdowns on the 

season.  Wide receiver, Drelin 
Davis is Rosenthal’s favorite 
target with 870 yards receiving 
and 6 touchdowns on the season.  
Defensively, Zachary Moncier 
is their leading tackler with 75 
tackles on the season.  

The Bears will face a team that 
likes to pass the football, but still 
can run.  They are averaging 33 
points per game and defense that 
allows opponents 28 points per 
game. 

No pre-sale playoff tickets
The Bears will host the Van Alstyne Panthers at Rains High School 

Stadium in Emory at 7:30 p.m. Friday. Gladewater will sit on the home 
side. There will be no pre-sale of tickets for the game. Adult tickets are 
$7 and student tickets are $6 at the gate. Passes will be accepted for 
seniors, district passes, THSCA and military.

GISD gets 
clean audit

A fire inside a travel trailer left 63-year-old Rickey Minter of Gladewater dead Sunday 
evening. The fire occurred off Pear Road just after 6 p.m.. The state fire marshal’s 
office is reportedly investigating the cause of the fire.

Photos by Jim Bardwell

The Gladewater Bears hoist the bi-district trophy Friday at Pine Tree Stadium after slamming Hughes Springs 32-0 
and setting up this Friday’s Area Round match-up with Van Alstyne in Emory.                                     Photo by Jim Bardwell 

By Jim Bardwell
Gladewater ISD’s finances are 

in good shape, according to an 
audit report gven to the school 
board at its Nov. 11 meeting held 
in the Gladewater Middle School 
Library.

The “clean” audit of the 2018-
2019 annual finances revealed 
GISD’s “net position increased by 
$517,814 as a result of this year’s 
operations. Program revenues 
accounted for $3,584,569 or 
15.96% of total revenue, and 
general revenues accounted for 
$18,880,797 or 84.04%. 

“During the year, the District 
had expenses  that  to ta led 
$21,947,552 and the general fund 
reported a positive fund balance 
of $8,774,843.”

The report went on to explain 
that “during the year ended June 
30, 2019, the District’s total 
revenues increased by 22.89%. 
The total cost of all programs and 
services increased by 38.32%. 

“The cost of all governmental 
a c t i v i t i e s  t h i s  y e a r  w a s 
$21,947,552. However, as shown 
in the Statement of Activities, 
the amount that our taxpayers 
ultimately financed for these 
activities through District taxes 
was only $7,774,681, because 
some of the costs were paid by 
those who directly benefited 
from the programs $431,014 
or by other governments and 
organizations that subsidized 
certain programs with grants and 
contributions $3,153,555 or by 
unrestricted grants, state funding, 
other revenue or usage of fund 
balance $11,106,116.”

Trustees modified the Middle 
School 2019-2020 calendar to 
accommodate GISD hosting the 
District Academic UIL meet Dec. 
5. Middle students will not be 
required to attend school that day.

JD SHIPP

RICKY TOW

LAWS

Local man 
arrested in 
stolen car 

Saturday night at approximately 
7:40, Teaxs State Troopers 
responded to assist Longview 

P o l i c e 
Department 
on a stolen 
vehicle that 
was evading 
their officers.  
The 29-year-
old suspect, 
Preston Ryan 
Bradford, of 

Gladewater, was apprehended 
without incident by Troopers 
at US 80 and West Loop 281 
at 8:03 p.m.. According to Sgt. 
Jean Dark, Department of Public 
Safety public information officer, 
the suspect was driving a blue 
2004 Hyundai passenger car 
that had been reported stolen by 
Gladewater Police Department.  

No injuries were reported, Dark 
said.  Bradford was transported to 
the Gregg County Jail.

BRADFORD

Fire-damaged 
building 
razed

Demolition crews used Sunday’s light traffic flow on US 271 to bring down the former 
Fork restaurant, which was severely damaged by fire three years ago. A specialized 
fire investigation team from the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
(ATF) investigated the fire for several days in an attempt to identify an origin and 
cause of the fire. The cause was never determined the case remains open. 

Photos by Jim Bardwell
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Recycling @ City Hall Recycling @ City Hall 
Jan. 11, 8 a.m.-NoonJan. 11, 8 a.m.-Noon
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LAWS

Gregg County 
escapee Laws 
pleads guilty
On Thursday, Jan. 2, Gregg 

County inmate Jace Martin 
Laws entered a guilty plea to the 
offenses of Escape while Arrested 

or Confined 
and Evading 
A r r e s t  o r 
De ten t ion 
with a Motor 
Vehicle.

O n 
O c t o b e r 
23 ,  2019 , 
Laws was 
conv i c t ed 

on two counts of Assault of 
a Peace Officer. Laws was 
subsequently sentenced to 40 
years on count one and 30 years 
on count two. Additionally, Laws 
was under indictment for the 
separate offence of Evading 
Arrest or Detention with a Motor 
Vehicle, a third degree felony.

Laws was being house in the 
South Jail Facility at the Gregg 
County Sheriff’s Office awaiting 
trial for the Evading Arrest 
charge. The trial was scheduled 
to be conducted on January 21, 
2020; however, on December 
23, 2019, Laws escaped from the 
Gregg County Jail by carving out 
portions of the brick in the Gregg 
County South Jail, gaining access 
to the building infrastructure, and 
making his way to the exterior of 
the Gregg County Courthouse.

On December 27, 2019, due 
to the hard work of our Sheriff’s 
Office, local Police Agencies, 
the Texas Department of Public 
Safety, Texas Rangers, and the 
U.S. Marshall’s Service Tyler 
Task Force, inmate Jace Laws 
was recaptured without incident.

Last Tuesday in the 188th 
Judicial District Court of Gregg 
County, Texas, the Honorable 
Scott Novy presiding, inmate 
Jace Laws entered a plea of 
guilty to Escape and Evading 
Arrest. Laws was sentenced to 8 
years for Escape and 8 years for 
Evading Arrest. These sentences 
will be stacked on top of his prior 
sentences of 40 years and 30 
years. In other words, Laws will 
have to serve his prison sentences 
for both counts of Assault of a 
Peace Officer before the new 
sentences for Escape and Evading 
Arrest ever begins.

Have you ever wanted to own and operate a lake bait shop?
Well, the City of Gladewater is soliciting sealed proposals from 

qualified individuals or businesses to operate a Lake Store/Bait Shop 
at Lake Gladewater. The contract period begins March 1, 2020 and 
ends February 28, 2023.

Those wishing to submit a business plan may do so by dropping 
off the proposal to Judy Van Houten, City Clerk for the City of 
Gladewater, at 519 E. Broadway in Gladewater. Or proposals may 
be mailed to Van Houten at P.O. Box 1725, Gladewater, TX 75647.

The city asks all proposals to be designated on the front of a sealed 
response envelope with the following: Subject: Lake Store/Bait Shop 
RFP.

The submission deadline is noon on Friday, Jan. 31. Proposals 
received after this deadline will not be considered

For more information call (903) 845-2196.

Wanted: 
Lake store operator

Upshur County candidates forum held Monday

GISD: A glimpse of what’s on the horizon

CLARK

Happy New Year  to  a l l 
members of Bear Nation! 

G I S D 
experienced 
much success 
during the fall 
semester of 
the 2019-2020 
school year in 
the classroom, 
on the playing 
field and in 
o ther  a reas 

of student competition.  This 
success came as a result of our 
students, faculty/staff, parents 
and community working together 
to achieve at high levels. It’s a 
great time to be a Bear!

As we begin the new year and 
this spring semester, it is crucial 
that this collaboration continues. 
Though we have accomplished 
much, there is much more to 
accomplish.  

Our mission is to empower 
every student with the character, 
skills, and knowledge to be 

whoever he/she wants to be. We 
will accomplish this by 

*Continuing to keep student 
and employee safety at the 
forefront

*Continuing to make student 
growth our top priority

* C o n t i n u i n g  t o  u t i l i z e 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  L e a r n i n g 

Communities’ model for teacher 
and student growth

*Continue to utilize Parent-
Student-Teacher Conference days 
to strengthen the school-home 
connection

*Continue to create more 
avenues  for  paren ta l  and 
community involvement

*Utilize the GISD Vision 2025 
Strategic Plan for guidance and 
accountability

As we continue to focus on 
growing the whole child, we will 
help make better students and 
better citizens. With the help of 
all stakeholders, we will finish 
the 2019-2020 school year strong 
- Bear Strong!

School board, city council filings begin 
Filing for 2020 city and school elections begins soon. So if you 

think you can do better than the incumbents, now is your chance.
Gladewater City Council candidates may file for elected office 

anytime between Jan. 15 and February 14 for the May 2 municipal 
election. Filing may be done in person at City Hall, 519 E. Broadway, 
Gladewater (US 80) or by mail at P.O. Box 1725, Gladewater, Tx, 
75647.

Three seats are up on the Gladewater City Council - Mayor John 
“J.D.” Shipp , Place 2 - Farrell Alexander and Place 3 - Brandy 
Flanagan.

And three seats are available on the Gladewater ISD School 

Board - Place 4 - Jon Keller, Place 5 - David Floyd and Place 6 - 
Jamie Robertson. Anyone wishing to file may do so at the GISD 
administration office, 200 E. Broadway, or by mail at the same address.

Three trustee seats are also up in White Oak ISD - Larry Frazier, 
Lance Noll and David Trest. Anyone wishing to file may do so at the 
WOISD administration office, 200 S. White Oak Road, or by mail at 
the same address.

The City of White Oak has three council seats expiring - Mayor 
Kyle Kutch, Place 4’s Greg Hulett and Place 5’s Kevin Hood. 

Anyone wishing to file for city council may do so at City Hall, 906 
S. White Oak Road, or by mail at the same address.

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court last week heard 

former Gilmer City Councilman Steve Dean propose that 
the court provide “leadership” in establishing an economic 
development partnership to benefit the county.

Addressing the court on his 77th birthday Dec. 31, 
Dean proposed that County Judge Todd Tefteller and 
the four commissioners appoint one member each to 
an economic development board since court members 
are insufficiently paid “to go out and solicit and invite” 
prospective businesses except on occasion. 

After the court members each name a board member, the 
board could possibly include others from the community, 
he added.

Dean also said the county cannot try to “make do with 
what we have,” and proposed the court employ him at a 
$25,000 annual salary to run the economic development 
program without receiving a vehicle, retirement 

benefits, or office space. Dean said he would like to 
attend conferences and recruit prospective business, and 
requested he be paid mileage.

In addition, “I could recruit members to be on our 
board” and solicit membership fees from businesses 
for the program, said Dean. The budget for economic 
development would be only 96 cents per county resident 
per year, he noted.

He said the county could, with voter approval, raise 
$30,000 monthly by adding a 1.5 percent county sales tax 
in incorporated cities, and that voters must understand that 
this would eventually raise enough to pave three miles of 
county road.

The ex-councilman said the Gilmer Industrial 
Foundation, which is still active, once had a board similar 
to what he proposes. He said people are looking for places 
to build a plant, and to move.

“We have one of the highest (county) tax rates” in Texas, 

and “we need to lower that” by broadening the tax base, 
said Dean, pointing out that population growth in the 
county raises county expenses for services. “We have to 
have capital investment.”

Dean further asserted that “we have great opportunities 
for tourism here” and “the best water in the state” with 
Lake Gilmer as a backup, and that those involved in 
economic development efforts can pursue facilities for 
health care and education.

He proposed a “partnership with the county and 
the towns (in it) and so forth,” saying that economic 
development is a “process” which involves talking to 
managers of existing businesses on how offficials can help 
them. “We don’t have anybody that has time to do that,” 
although “80 percent of the growth that we have are people 
that are already here,” the former councilman asserted.

“Our mission, you know, would be to get everybody 

Economic Development needed in Upshur County

By Phillip Williams
Such topics as maintenance 

of county roads and property 
taxes were among the topics 
which candidates in the March 
3 Upshur County Republican 
primary discussed Monday night 
at a forum at the Open Range 
restaurant.

Although candidates for offices 
ranging from constable to sheriff 
spoke, the majority of written 
questions from the audience--read 

to the candidates by moderator 
Phillip Williams--were posed 
to the five running for retiring 
Precinct 3 County Commissioner 
Frank Berka’s seat, and the three 
candidates for retiring Precinct 
1 Commissioner Paula Gentry’s 
office.

James Noble, candidate in 
precinct one who spoke more 
briefly than the other candidates 
in either commissioner race, said 
“I just don’t want to raise taxes” 

and that he would “watch over 
the taxpayers’ money” while 
working with the county road 
administrator. 

Noble said he had been in 
business more than 30 years, 15 
of them in the oil field. He said he 
would probably approve raising 
the county’s match on employees’ 
retirement.

One of his opponents, Gene 
Dolle, cited his record as precinct 
one constable, a post he has held 

for the past seven years, and said 
road maintenance is the main 
thing he hears about from county 
residents. He said he would look 
into why “our citizens have so 
many complaints. . .I’ve heard 
time and time again that nobody 
gets with you” about roads.

Dolle also said he wanted to 
lower property taxes, but that he 
could not “guarantee” he would 
not vote to raise them since the 
county might suffer some type of 

“disaster” and because the state 
will force unfunded mandates on 
the county.

The other candidate in precinct 
one, Gladewater Mirror publisher 
Jim Bardwell, said he had been “a 
watchdog for the people” during 
his 40 years in the newspaper 
business. Bardwell, who also 
owns newspapers in White Oak 
and Lindale, said he had covered 
politics those 40 years and that 

Upshur County Precinct 1 and 3 Commissioner candidates wait their turn to answer a questions during Monday’s Upshur County GOP candidate 
forum held at the Open Range in Gilmer.                     Photo by Suzanne Bardwell

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced today he will send cities, counties, 
transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $763.8 million in local sales tax 
allocations for January, 4 percent more than in January 2019. These allocations are 
based on sales made in November by businesses that report tax monthly.

Gladewater’s sales tax revenue continued to rise for the eighth month-in-a-
row - up 24.22-percent over the same period last year - $89,597.91  compared to 
$72,128.13. Gladewater now stands at  24.22-percent ahead of  2018’s totals.

White Oak’s local monthly sales tax revenue slipped -18.80-percent this reporting 
month - $69,282.13 compared to $85,332.63 in 2019. 

Warren City fell 46.52-percent after posting a 30-percent rise last month. 
Clarksville City went up - 10.96-percent and Gilmer was down -3.19-percent, 
as was Union Grove at -44.230-percent.

East Mountain soared 63.34-percent, while Big Sandy slipped a -18.87-percent.
Longview showed a 4.62-percent increase over last year’s posting, while 

Kilgore fell -18.81-percent.

Sales tax revenue up 24.22 %
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City Net Payment 
This Period

Comparable Payment 
Prior Year

%
Change

2019 Payments
To date

%
Change

2019 Payments
To date

GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000%  $3,947.53  $3,557.49  10.96% $3,947.53  $3,557.49  10.96%
Easton  1.000%  $3,245.57  $831.83  290.17% $3,245.57  $831.83  290.17%
Gladewater 1.500%  $89,597.91 $72,128.13 24.22% $89,597.91 $72,128.13 24.22%
Kilgore  1.500%  $619,186.26 $762,703.26 -18.81% $619,186.26 $762,703.26 -18.81%
Lakeport  1.500%  $13,784.04 $13,332.76 3.38% $13,784.04 $13,332.76 3.38%
Longview  1.500%  $2,746,133.55 $2,624,739.77 4.62% $2,746,133.55 $2,624,739.77 4.62%
Warren City 1.000%  $1,590.00  $2,973.63  -46.52% $1,590.00  $2,973.63  -46.52%
White Oak  1.500%  $69,282.13 $85,332.63 -18.80% $69,282.13 $85,332.63 -18.80%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $12,646.01 $15,588.69 -18.87% $12,646.01 $15,588.69 -18.87%
East Mountain 1.000% $3,246.35 $1,987.36 63.34% $3,246.35 $1,987.36 63.34%
Gilmer 1.500% $148,377.85 $153,269.30 -3.19% $148,377.85 $153,269.30 -3.19%
Ore City 1.500% $16,040.20 $14,020.21 14.40% $16,040.20 $14,020.21 14.40%
Union Grove 1.000% $154.33 $276.73 -44.23% $154.33 $276.73 -44.23%

Continued on Page 2

By Jim Bardwell
Filing for the May 2 city and school elections begins today 

(Wednesday, Jan. 15) and Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp has 
announced he plans to seek re-election, as has council members 
Brandy Flanagan in Place 3 and Farrell Alexander in Place 2.

Gladewater City Council candidates may file for elected office 
anytime between Jan. 15 and February 14. Filing may be done in 
person at City Hall, 519 E. Broadway, Gladewater (US 80) or by mail 
at P.O. Box 1725, Gladewater, Tx, 75647.

Also expected to seek re-election is Gladewater ISD School Board 
president Jon Keller in Place 4. Incumbents David Floyd in Place 5 
and Jamie Robertson in Place 6 have not announced if they plan to 
run. Anyone wishing to file may do so at the GISD administration 
office, 200 E. Broadway, or by mail at the same address.

In making his announcement to seek a second term as mayor, Shipp 
“I certainly don’t think that I am the only one capable to take on this 

role. We have a great council of which any one could step in and serve 
our community. However, I’d like that second opportunity to serve 
again. Whether it be a favorite song, scene or picture, they all have 
required more than one take to get it right. We’re on a good path.  I’d 
like to continue to help our community along with this council and 

you to step on a greater path. #teamgladewater.
“I have been approached by several members of our community 

and asked to continue to work for the city. There were some very 
touching comments made in support of a second term.  We have a lot 
to be thankful for in this community: a wonderful volunteer base, a 
great school district, an incredible city staff, and outstanding citizens.  
If I can continue to be a part of this team as deemed by the voters, I’d 
be a very lucky man indeed.”

In his first term, Shipp said the city has made progress, even though 
it might not seem like it at times.

“We have to have a continued focus on infrastructure improvement.  
It is happening. It really is - but it is a continued struggle. We have 
replaced approximately 6,500 ft in water line and 500 ft in sewer line.  
The Gay Avenue water tower is in the process of being rehabilitated.   
The intake structure at the water plant is an upcoming project for 2020 

Shipp, Flanagan, Alexander plan to seek re-election

ALEXANDERFLANAGANSHIPP

Night at the Museum 
not to be missed

By Suzanne Bardwell
The annual Night at the Museum and the grand opening of the Rodeo 

Annex will be held this Saturday night from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. There 
will be a rich resource roster of speakers on hand to answer questions 
and share information with museum visitors.

Rodeo Round Up President Chris Thompson and long time directors 
Harold Wells and James Moore will represent the legendary rodeo 
which has contributed 
so greatly to not only 
Gladewater, but the 
sport of rodeo itself. 
P e r m a n e n t  r o d e o 
exhibits will be housed 
in  the  new Rodeo 
Annex adjacent  to 
the Museum’s main 
b u i l d i n g .  A n n e x 
contractor Michael 
Webber wil l  be in 
a t t e n d a n c e .  T h e 
Gladewater rodeo was 
founded in 1937 by 
local businessman J.N. 
“Jack” Yates, a Sioux 
Indian from North 
Dakota who had moved 
to Gladewater during 
the oil boom. Yates, a 
veteran of World War I, 
organized the first rodeo 
ever to be held in France 
as entertainment for the 
soldiers. According to 
historical documents Yates sought to recreate the event in Gladewater. 
The rodeo has become nationally recognized and ranks among the top 

Pat Applewhite, who is a tribal member 
of the Adai Caddo tribe, will share 
photos and artifacts as well as her 
proud heritage Saturday.  

Gladewater’s Winston Hill, 
the most decorated New York Jet 
and former Weldon Bumblebee 
football star, has been named a 
finalist for the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame’s 2020 Centennial Class. 
The announcement on whether 
Hill will go into the NFL Hall of 
Fame is expected today.

Hill, who earned his first 
AFL All-Star Game berth in his 
second season, 1964, and then 
was chosen for three straight AFL 
All-Star Games from 1967-69, 
was also selected to Pro Bowls 
in the Jets’ first four seasons 
as members of the NFL from 
1970-73. He holds the franchise 
mark for offensive linemen with 
195 consecutive games played 
and 174 consecutive starts. The 

Hill nominated for Hall of Fame
Continued on Page 2

Continued on Page 2

MLK Jr. Parade set MLK Jr. Parade set 
for 10 a.m. Monday, for 10 a.m. Monday, 
Jan. 20 downtownJan. 20 downtown

By Suzanne Bardwell
John Ring is a 7-year member 

of the Georgia National Guard 
Infantry. He also has a background 
in law enforcement and a heart 
for veterans’ issues. A heart 
that breaks a little each time he 
sees veterans falling through 
the cracks or underserved by the 
government that they served.

“I have worked with veterans 
over the last few years,” Ring 
said. “Mostly in the criminal 
justice system and I see the 
flaws in the system, the neglect, 
and veterans not getting proper 
treatment.”

That experience led Ring to 
the Tybee Island Pier in Georgia 
on Nov. 14 where he started his 
Buddy Walk Pier-to-Pier. He 
will end that walk on the Santa 
Monica Pier in California with 
a target date of May 8. The end 
date’s significance is that will be 
the 75th anniversary of Victory 
in Europe Day which effectively 
ended WWII in the European 
theatre.

“When I started my walk no 
one really knew who I was,” 
Ring said. “In Montgomery I 
walked into the American Legion 
headquarters and got support 
through Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Texas as well as nationally.”

That connection put Ring’s 

Buddy Walk Pier-to-Pier raises awareness for veterans issues

walk on the map with veterans. 
And the word is spreading. So 
is the connection veterans 
feel to Ring’s walk to raise 
awareness about veterans’ 
issues.

“I saw what John was 
doing on social media and 
decided to join him when he 
got to Mississippi,” Master 
Sgt. Jimmy Mathews said. “I 
was having some issues after 
retiring from my 25 years 
in the Army as an armored 

crewman. I could relate.”
Mathews joined Ring in Pearl, 

Mississippi on Nov. 18 and he is 
still walking and connecting with 
veterans right along with Ring. 

The duo has slowed down 
their walk of 12 to 20 miles a 
day to visit with veterans. Their 
first stop in Gladewater was at 
Shipp’s Marine to meet Mayor 
JD Shipp. But they also met 19 
year Army veteran Jace Halbrook 
and 5-year Navy veteran David 
Skates. While at Shipp’s they also 

met Vietnam War veteran J.K. 
Sherwood who served in the 
7th Infantry from Long Binh 
to Saigon and a lot of hot 
places in between.

“It doesn’t matter the 
words you use,” Mathews 
said. “Different generations, 
different words. From shell-
shocked to PTSD are just 
names that mean the same 
struggle.”

According to Ring, many 
Continued on Page 8

Army veteran John Ring started his Buddy Walk Pier-to-Pier on the Atlantic Ocean 
on Nov. 14. He was joined by Army veteran Jimmy Mathews in Pearl, Mississippi. 
The duo are walking to raise awareness about veterans issues and to connect 
with as many veterans as possible along their way to the Santa Monica pier on the 
Pacific coast.                       Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

6-4, 270-pound Hill, a tennis 
champion at Weldon HS in 
Texas, was a versatile athlete 
who excelled at both left and right 
tackle and could play any position 
on the line.

“There wasn’t anybody he 
couldn’t handle,” former Jets C 
John Schmitt said in an interview. 
“He could play any position on 
the line and play it well. He was 
the greatest pass-blocker you 
could find. Having the quick feet 
from tennis helped him a lot. He 
was able to move so unbelievably 
well, but he was very strong.”

Hill, a member of the Jets’ 
first Ring of Honor Class along 
with Joe Namath, Don Maynard, 
Joe Klecko, Curtis Martin and 
Coach Weeb Ewbank, protected 

Namath’s blindside in Super 
Bowl III. In the historic Jets’ 16-7 

A motorist created a new drive-thru last week after the car was imvolved in a two-car 
accident at US 80 and Lee Street. Fortunately no one was seeriously injured. 

Photo by Darla Ferguson
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The Gladewater City Council chose to table a request for a new 
HVAC unit for Code Enforcement and Manna House, both located 
at City Hall at last week’s monthly council meeting.

The request was tabled because the bids ranged from around $10,000 
to $5,424 and the council wanted more clarification on the bids before 
spending tax dollars.

The council approved the annual Baseball Association & Softball 
Association Field Use Agreements for 2020 and approved the 
investment report for quarter ending December 31, 2019, approved 
a “Joint Election Agreement” with Gladewater Independent School 
District, authorized an ordinance ordering the city officer election 
for May 2, 2020, and approved a blanket permit for the 2020 Polar 
Plunge and Fire Truck Pull to be held on Feb. 8 at Lake Gladewater.

The council accepted a resolution for a Homeland Security Grant for 
the Gladewater Fire Department for the possible purchase of 30 mobile 
radios. The council was told the grant is not a matching grant, so the 
city will not be out any unbudgeted funds. Fire Chief Cory Crowell 
said the city is having trouble communicating across town with the 
current older model handheld radios and newer ones are needed.

The council accepted a Gladewater Lake Board recommendation 
to replace Nita Clifton with Jim Valentine on the board and add Rita  
Word as the alternate board member.

The council also met with city department heads regarding the 1st 
quarter budget: :City Hall/Finance, Code Enforcement, GEDCO, Fire 
Department, Library, Police Department and Public Works/Streets/
Water/Wastewater.

City tables HVAC bids 
after they varied by $5,000

Brookshire Grocery Co. leaders and Gladewater city and chamber of commerce officials gathered on Jan. 14 for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the renovated Brookshire’s 
Food Store located at 1300 E. Broadway Ave. in Gladewater. The updated supermarket boasts a modern look with new exterior and interior paint, décor and signage. The store 
design is complemented by new flooring, check stands, energy efficient LED lighting and refrigerated cases, along with new shopping carts for customers. “We are very proud 
to have been part of the Gladewater community for more than 70 years and to celebrate this beautifully renovated store,” said Brad Brookshire, Chairman and CEO. Mayor J.D. 
Shipp, Mirror Publisher Jim Bardwell, Chamber president Lois Reed and chamber manager Marsha Valdetero even took a spin in the Brookshire’s giant motorized shopping cart.

Photos by Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater’s boys and girls took to the hardwood last 
week in district contests. Check out how the Bears and 
Lady Bears did last week inside this week’s issue.

Photo by Chris Jones

By Phillip Williams
Former East Mountain Fire Chief James Wilson (Jimmy) Burks 

is awaiting sentencing after pleading guilty last week in Gilmer 
to misappropriating approximately $45,000 of the volunteer fire 
department’s funds, said Upshur County District Attorney Billy Byrd.

Burks, 45, entered the plea to misapplication of fiduciary property 
Jan. 13 to 115th District Judge Dean Fowler, who accepted it, and a 
sentencing hearing “will take place imminently” at a date yet to be 
set, Byrd said in a Jan. 14 news release.

Burks was arrested last Sept. 5, six days after the Upshur County 
Grand Jury returned a sealed indictment against him, said sheriff’s 
Chief Deputy David Hazel. The defendant was released from county 
jail in Gilmer Sept. 15 on $50,000 bond, county records show.

The indictment alleged Burks “knowingly and recklessly” 

misapplied at least $30,000, but less than $150,000, by using the 
funds for “gambling, trips, personal purchases, food and to purchase 
gifts for his girlfriend.” He was charged with committing the offense 
on or about July 16, 2018.

Burks could face two to 10 years in prison for the third-degree 
felony, a fine of up to $10,000, and be ordered to repay the stolen funds, 
Byrd said. He represented the state at the pleading, while Longview 
attorney Craig Bass represented the defendant.

Sheriff Larry Webb had announced last May that his office was 
investigating a criminal complaint received May 23 from then-East 
Mountain Fire Chief Cecil David Aills “related to allegations of 
misappropriation of departmental funds by a member of the East 
Mountain Volunteer Fire Department.”

Ex-East Mountain fire chief pleads guilty 

By Suzanne Bardwell
For about 15 years there has been a Gladewater 

parade to honor the contributions of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. This year a brunch and panel discussion was 
held at the end point of the parade, the Garfield Hill 
Community Center. With 15 walkers, 10 vehicles, 
firetrucks and police escort, south Main Street 
was blocked off as the parade made its way to the 
community center where Mayor JD Shipp read a city 
proclamation “naming Jan. 20, 2020 Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day in our community, as a memorial to this 
apostle of non-violence in the crusade for human 
rights; urging all residents to join me in rededicating 
ourselves to the principals of justice and equality 
for all”.

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Darren Richardson 
led the audience in singing “Lift Every Voice and 
Sing” written by James Weldon Johnson and J. 
Rosamund Johnson. Rev. Emmitt Pettigrew Jr. of New 
Hope Baptist Church gave the opening prayer. The 
panel consisting of Richardson, Shipp, councilwoman 
Brandy Flanagan and Dr. Margo Bell addressed 
questions touching on a variety of issues driven by 
the theme “Where do we go from here?” with Odette 
Alexander serving as the moderator.

Alexander opened with a welcome saying that 
“we have gathered here, black and white, of different 
economic levels and we have made some gains, but 
the question we are addressing today is ‘where do we 
go from here?’” 

Questions addressing criminal justice, poverty and 
economic inequity and voting rights were all a part of 
a wide-ranging discussion.

Dr. Bell pointed out the difference in treatment 

‘Where do we go from here?’ 

Gladewater Police Chief and long time parade participant 
Marilyn Bolden walk down south Main Street in Monday’s 
parade honoring Martin Luther King Jr.   

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Continued on Page 7
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Manna House needs
your help, donations

Manna House is continuing its service to Gladewater area food 
deprived families at this time during its regular hours Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. in the southwest 
corner of city hall. To continue to meet the needs of those served, 
financial donations would be greatly appreciated. 

Many of the basic items stocked are purchased from the East 
Texas Food Bank at discounted prices. Donations are also tax 
deductible. 

To help Manna House continue to feed the least of these during 
this difficult time please mail donations to:  Manna House, P.O. 
Box 808, Gladewater, 75647. To qualify for a family food box 
residency within the Gladewater zip code must be demonstrated, 
as well as financial need. 

Food donations may be dropped off at Manna House during their 
service hours or at the Gladewater Mirror (call to ensure that the 
newspaper office is open before coming 903-845-2235).

The Clothes Closet is closed due to the threat of coronavirus 
and is not accepting any clothing donations at all during this time.

Last week student lunches were passed out at GHS by food services worker Kelly Lewis 
as Supt. Sedric Clark, Asst. Supt. of Instruction Dr. Cliff Lightfoot, COO Kim Chatman 
and School Resource Officer Don Willeford assist in the drive by distribution.
Starting this past Monday, student meals are available from 10:30 a.m. until noon at 
the bus pick up area in the rear of the high school and at the main GMS gym entrance 
doors. Students (18 years old and younger) need to be present in order to receive meals. 
Students will receive a breakfast and a lunch each day. According to Supt. Clark this 
is a grab and go event to adhere to Gov. Abbott’s guidelines to prohibit the spread of 
COVID-19.                  Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

GISD Board members practice social distancing while meeting in an emergency session 
last Friday to approve a resolution to ensure that all employees continue to be paid 
during the COVID-19 health crisis. Supt. Sedric Clark reported on work schedule 
rotations and that employees would be observing the health protocols outlined by Gov. 
Greg Abbott.                    Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

GISD school 
lessons 
continue

Last Friday, GISD Supt. Sedric 
Clark posted a statement on the 
GISD Facebook that all campuses 
are converting into visual online 
schools and will provide lessons 
and learning activities for students 
to complete at home. 

The lessons began Monday 
through Google Classroom. 
New lessons will be available in 
Google Classroom each Monday 
morning for as long as the schools 
are closed.

All families are encouraged 
to use Google Classroom if at 
all possible. Devices such as 
computers, tablets, phones, iPods, 
smart TVs and online gaming 
systems may be used to access the 
lessons. If assistance is needed 
it is requested that the child’s 
teacher be emailed.

If the use of Google Classroom 
is not possible, printed copies of 
learning materials will be placed 
in specially marked containers at 
the front entrance of each child’s 
school and will be available for 
pickup each Tuesday at 8 a.m. 
The printed learning materials 
for the week will remain in 
containers at the front entrance of 
each school all day Tuesday and 
Wednesday of each week. Supply 
is limited, so please do not take 
printed copies if access to Google 
Classroom is available unless 
a child’s teacher gives specific 
instructions to do so.

By Suzanne Bardwell
GISD board members met in 

an emergency meeting Friday 
afternoon to pass a resolution 
on ensuring wage payments to 
contractural workers are covered 
during the COVID-19 health 
crisis. The resolution passed with 
Keller, whose wife is a GMS 
teacher abstaining and David 
Floyd absent.

‘We want to be equitable,” 
board president Jon Keller said. 
“We have worked out a schedule 

GISD approves employee pay/work 
schedule during COVID-19 crisis

that will have a rotation of staff 
workers. The fact that the staff 
is going to keep funding is a big 
deal.”

The salary, workers receive, 
will be based on the hourly 
worker’s average salary, no more, 
no less, according to Keller.

“Different duties to fill gaps 
by workers are being lined out,” 
Supt. Sedric Clark said. “Teachers 
have a list of their students and 
their phone numbers for contact. 
Teachers are creating packets for 

students who do not have internet 
service.”

Keller said that the district 
has accrued 7/10ths of the salary 
from the state for the professional 
staff who will continue to work 
creating, teaching and supervising 
online and packet assignments 
for their students at all grade 
levels as the rest of the school 
year progresses. Teachers will 
continue to receive their regular 
salary as usual.

Council holds marathon session 

Is the City still functioning and how is it coping?
Effective Monday, March 23, the lobby of City 

Hall temporarily closed.  For services that cannot be 
provided over the phone or online, citizens can call 
city hall for an appointment for that service.  This also 
applies to the Code Department.  Online payment for 
utilities and court fees is available.  A night drop box 
is also located at City Hall. 

All employees are still working their normal 
schedules and will continue to provide services.  

Procedural changes have occurred for police and fire to ensure their 
safety as first responders.  I applaud the efforts of all city staff as they 
continue to work for the citizens of Gladewater through this pandemic.

By Suzanne Bardwell
In  a  mara thon  mee t ing 

beginning at 6 p.m. and ending 
at about 9:30 p.m. the Gladewater 
City Council addressed a host of 
issues. 

In an emergency addition to 
the agenda, the council adopted 
an ordinance with JD Shipp 
and Farrell Alexander who 
are running for re-election, 
abstaining and not participating 
in the discussion, postponing the 
May 2 general election for Mayor 
Place 1, Council member Place 
2 and Council member Place 
3 to the Nov. 3, 2020 Uniform 
Election Date. 

G o v.  A b b o t t  s i g n e d  a 
proclamation waiving certain 
provisions of the Texas Election 
Code because of the threat of 
COVID-19 which required the 
local action item which was 
approved 5-0. The measure is 
being adopted throughout the 
state as a result of the threat to 

City election postponed, delapidated homes to be demolished 

citizen health.
City Manager Ricky Tow 

emphasized in his report the 
importance of  communi ty 
members filling out their census 
report to ensure that all the federal 
dollars Gladewater qualifies for 
are available. He also discussed 
a waterline project that began 
Tuesday  with a large tie-in in the 

water plant area. He said a fire 
hydrant at Hendricks and Hall 
streets and the repair of a deep 
leak at Pecan and Harold streets 
would also be repaired at that 
time with three crews working 
in the area.

Tow reported that due to the 
COVID-19 health crisis that 

MAYOR SHIPP

City Hall 4-1-1 

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court, reacting to the worldwide 

pandemic of the COVID-19 virus, on Monday ordered all county 
offices to close to the public at noon weekdays except for “essential” 
functions, and closed gaming rooms in the county until further notice.

At a special meeting which was telecast live on the county’s 
Facebook page since attendance was restricted, the court decreed that 
offices and the county library will open only from 8 a.m.-12 noon 
Monday-Friday, and that the gaming rooms would indefinitely close 
effective at 10 p.m. that night--less than 12 hours after the court met.

County Emegency Management Coordinator Marc Nichols, who 
participated in the meeting by speakerphone, said Upshur County only 
has one confirmed active COVID-19 case, not including a report of 
another one which proved incorrect when it was discovered the person 
does not live here. County Judge Todd Tefteller said the sheriff’s office 
had checked out the address listed for the person, which Nichols said 
possibly was the individual’s old address.

Nichols also said he “can’t comment on or confirm” a report that 
an out-of-county resident who works in Upshur County has the virus. 

Tefteller said that case involved an employer who reported that a 
female worker tested positive after returning from a cruise. He said  
he understood the employee had not come to work afterward, and that 
the state has not confirmed that case.

A substantial portion of Monday’s 83-minute meeting was devoted 
to the gaming room issue.

Precinct 1 Commissioner Paula Gentry, who first raised the issue 

Upshur shuts down game rooms, limits office hours at courthouse
at the meeting, advocated closing such operations, contending they 
were non-essential, not abiding by social distancing recommendations, 
nor obeying a prohibition of more than 10 people being present for 
a social gathering. Precinct 3 Commissioner Frank Berka added that 
the Texas Association of Counties had advised the county could shut 
down such businesses during the crisis.

Sheriff Larry Webb told the court, “I couldn’t tell you how many 
calls I’ve gotten about the game rooms.” He said that although his 
deputies have been reminding them of Gov. Greg Abbott’s emegency 
order affecting them, and that the rooms have abided by them, “I’d 
say close them.”

Concerning the 10-person limit, Webb said some game room patrons 
have been sitting in their cars waiting to enter such establishments 
due to that.

Nichols said such businesses were his “biggest concern.” Most 
surrounding counties have closed such businesses, so their citizens are 
coming to the ones in Upshur County, he said. (The county recently 
passed an ordinance regulating such firms after Webb said he had 
numerous arrests and cases stemming from their operation.)

 After the meeting, Webb also said that while his office must close 
off public access at noon on weekdays since it is in the Upshur County 
Justice Center, the sheriff’s office is fully operational and not curtailing 
services. Citizens wanting to file a complaint, or report a crime, in 
person after noon on weekdays should use the phone in the foyer of 
the county jail at the justice center, and a deputy will be assigned to 
the case, he said.

In addition, the sheriff’s office will still accept 911 phone calls and 
calls at its non-emergency number (903-843-2541) 24 hours a day, 
Webb said. 

Besides the other actions, the court Monday approved indefinitely 
extending a local disaster declaration, and two related directives, 
which Tefteller issued before the meeting.

The disaster declaration, issued March 17, activated the county’s 
emergency plan.

The first directive, issued the same day, named a three-member 
Upshur County COVID-19 Response Committee to advise the 
commissioners court. It consists of Trace Hudgins, who is both a 
county probation officer and registered nurse, Nichols and Julie York, 
a county extension agent.

The public may direct questions to either Hudgins at 903-680-8145, 
Nichols at 903-240-3574 or York at 903-680-8128. Nichols said the 
county was trying to “track and monitor any potential cases through 
the committee.”

The second directive, issued Friday, prohibits certain persons 
from entering county-owned buildings. They include those who 
are under medical orders to self-quarantine or have been diagnosed 
with COVID-19, but not received medical verification that it is not 
contagious. 

The ban also applies to those who exhibit symptoms of the disease 
(fever, cough or shortness of breath), who recently traveled to certain 

Continued on Page 7
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COVID-19 vs local education
By Suzanne Bardwell

Union Grove ISD began drive through pickup 
for meals on March 18. The meals are distributed 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 11:30 a.m. 
until 12:30 p.m. in the high school parking lot.

“We are also blessed to continue 
our backpack program with the 
support of our local community,” 
UGISD Supt. Kelly Moore said. 
“The backpack meals are provided 
with food for two weeks and those 
are delivered meals.”

Lion distance learning began last 
Monday with an online model or 

packets depending on the preference of the student. 
Packets can be picked up on Mondays from 11:30 
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. If students are unable to pick 
up packets during that time they are available at 
the entrance of either campus. Packets may also be 
mailed if transportation is unavailable.

“A major aspect of this new type of learning is 
teacher-to-student communication and our teachers 
are reaching out to students regularly,” Supt. Moore 
said. “They are making calls, emailing and using 
other forms of technology for communication.”

Moore said that new packets are given out each 
Monday and completed packets are returned. She 
said that teachers will use the packets and online 
work to monitor student progress. UGISD is 
currently developing systems to identify student 
progress and document that progress.

“Last week, the Commissioner of Education 
Mike Morath discussed the next steps for progress 
monitoring as we move forward,” Moore said. 
“Out teachers have done a tremendous job 
developing lessons and activities for our students 
given the challenges they have faced. Basically, 
we have asked principals and teachers to create 
distance learning within a few days and they have 
accomplished the task.”

Moore went on to say how much the faculty 
and staff is appreciated for their work during the 
health crisis.

“Our parents have been extremely supportive 
and they are making every effort to help and 
make this work for our students at home,” Moore 
said. “All in all, we are making the very best of a 
challenging situation and in the end our students 
will benefit. UGISD will continue to work hard 
for our students.”

UGISD COVID-19 update:

MOORE

GISD COVID-19 update:

CLARK Food Services worker Kelly Lewis prepares meals to be 
handed at the Gladewater High School site. There are 
now five locations for meal pickup including GHS in the 
bus pickup lane behind the high school, GMS (behind 
the main gym entrance), Clarksville City Baptist Church, 
Pritchett Community Center and Starrville Church of the 
Living God. The meals are available weekdays from 10:30 
a.m. until noon.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
Gladewater ISD has added 

three additional meal delivery 
sites for its students. ‘Grab ’n 
Go’ meals will be offered from 
10:30 a.m. until noon at the 
following locations: GHS, GMS, 
Clarksville City Baptist Church, 
Pritchett Community Center and 
Starrville Church of the Living 
God.

According to Supt. Sedric Clark 
teachers are scheduled to return 
on April 13 and students April 14 
but this date is subject to change. 
As changes occur students and 
teachers will be informed through 
daily posts, robo calls, emails and 
the Gladewater Mirror newspaper 
and its Facebook site.

“We are still working with 
local, state and federal agencies to 
ensure the safety of our students 
and our staff,” Supt. Clark said. 
“Their safety is always our top 
priority.”

School closure extended to April 10. 
If this does not change, teachers will return on 

Monday, April 13 and students on Tuesday, April 
14 (this may be extended). ALL GISD extra or co-
curricular practices, meetings, competitions are 

currently suspended through May 
4. Updates will be posted if dates 
change.

* At a recent special board 
meeting the GISD Board of Trustees 
passed a resolution ensuring that all 
employees will continue to receive 
regular pay through closure.

* Beginning Monday, grab and go 
student meals are available weekdays 

from 10:30 a.m. until noon at GHS (bus pickup lane), 
GMS (main gym entrance), Clarksville City Baptist 
Church, Pritchett Community Center and Starrville 
Church of the Living God. Students, 18 years and 
younger may receive meals.

* The GISD tax office at City Hall has been 
temporarily closed. Citizens who wish to pay their 

taxes may pay be phone by calling 903-845-
2436 or pay online at https://texaspayments.com. 
Payments may also be dropped in the dropbox 
located at City Hall.

* Student lessons and assignments are 
available through Google Classroom each 
Monday morning as long as the school campuses 
are closed. Printed copies of learning materials 
are placed in specially marked containers at the 
front entrance of each student’s school campus 
and available for pickup each Tuesday at 8 a.m. 
The printed learning materials for the week will 
remain in containers at the front entrance of 
each school all day Tuesday and Wednesday of 
each week. Supply is limited so please do not 
take printed copies if students have access to 
Google Classroom unless your child’s teacher 
gives specific instructions to do so.

* Supt. Clark will provides updates on the 
Gladewater ISD between 4 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
weekdays on the GISD website and social media 
pages.

GISD adds meal pick up spots to 5

Help for business 
available via loans

By Jim Bardwell
President Donald Trump on Friday signed a $2 trillion stimulus bill 

that will cut $1,200 checks to many adults, expand unemployment 
insurance payments and extend loans to businesses, all in an effort to 
combat the coronavirus outbreak’s toll on the economy. 

The coronavirus had infected at least 136,880 people in the U.S. as 
of Sunday and killed at least 2,409 people, 678 of which were in New 
York City, according to Johns Hopkins University. New York State 
accounts for roughly 50% of the U.S. total, which accounts for 19% 
of the global total. Worldwide, there were 710,918 confirmed cases of 
the virus and 33,597 reported deaths.

The bill will allocate $350 billion in loans to small businesses to help 
keep them afloat during the weeks (or more) when many businesses 
are closed in an effort to stop the spread of the novel coronavirus. It 
will also give $100 billion to help hospitals that are either struggling 
to cope with the influx of patients or braced for a surge in coronavirus 
patients. The government will also provide a $500 billion fund, which 
will include $46 billion for commercial airlines, among other industries, 
and $454 billion for the Federal Reserve to leverage businesses, states 
and municipalities. 

Taxpayers making $75,000 and below will receive a $1,200 check. 
Married couples making $150,000 and below will receive $2,400. 
Individuals and couples under this earnings cap would also receive 
$500 per child.

The Small Business Administration, under the stimulus package, 
will oversee the Paycheck Protection Program, which will distribute 
$350 billion to small businesses that can be partially forgiven if the 
companies meet certain requirements. The loans will be available to 
companies with 500 or fewer employees.

The SBA loans are designed to strike a balance between loans on 
favorable terms and grants by providing forgiveness to firms that use 
loaned funds for payroll, rent, mortgage interest, and utility payments.

Loans will be administered by banks and other lenders ans that will 
hopefully speed up the process.

Businesses can receive loans up to $10 million, based on how much 
the company paid its employees between Jan. 1 and Feb. 29. The loans 
will carry an interest rate up to 4%. The bill provides for an expedited 
origination process.

If the business uses the loan funds for the approved purposes and 
maintains the average size of its full-time workforce based on when it 
received the loan, the principal of the loan will be forgiven, meaning 
the company will only need to pay back the interest accrued.

According to Brandy Flanagan, a local small business owner and 
Gladewater City Councilwoman who also works as an SBDC Business 

Donna Pannell of White Oak is making medical masks 
because of the extreme shortage of PPE’s (personal 
protective equipment) for medical personnel. She start-
ed by making them for daughter Amber Pannell who 
works at Tucson’s Banner University Medical Center as 
an oncology nurse in the transplant unit. According to 
Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt local family members 
of hospital personnel are also making the masks to pro-
tect those they love. The one and done use masks are 
easy to make. The patterns for the masks can be found 
at www.sharmansewingcenter.com and on Sharman’s 
Sewing Center Facebook page where a video can be 
accessed.        Courtesy Photo

Continued on Page 3

Gregg Co. now has 
5 COVID-19 cases, 

Smith County has 32

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Judge Todd Tefteller announced Monday that the 

county has a second confirmed case of the COVID-19 virus--this one 
in Gilmer city limits.

In a brief e-mail to news organizations Monday, Tefteller said the 
case was confirmed Sunday and that “I can only hope that everybody 
takes the spread of this God-forsaken disease seriously.”

The international virus pandemic has impacted governmental 
offices, as well as private businesses, in the county. At a special 
meeting last week, the Upshur County Commissioners Court ordered 
all county offices closed to the public except from 8 a.m. to noon 
weekdays, and for necessary services.

Though Sheriff Larry Webb’s office is included in the order, he said 
Tuesday his department’s operations otherwise are unaffected. He said 
persons needing to file a complaint or report a crime in person can 
use the phone in the jail foyer during hours when his office is closed, 
and a deputy will be assigned to the case.

Continued on Page 8

2nd COVID-19 case 
in Upshur County

By Suzanne Bardwell
The threat of COVID-19 is no longer a threat, it is here and it is 

dangerous. Last week Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt announced 
a voluntary shelter-in-place directive. By Friday it had become a 
mandate. Upshur County has also issued a shelter-in-place mandate. 
According to Upshur County Judge Todd Tefteller, another case of 
COVID-19 for Upshur County has been confirmed.

“This case is in the Gilmer city limits and I can only hope that 
everybody takes the spread of this godforsaken disease seriously,” 
Judge Tefteller said.

As of Monday Gregg County had five confirmed positives and 
Upshur County had two positive cases.

“This threat has caused us to take unprecedented actions,” Judge 
Stoudt said. “Every county around us has at least one confirmed case, 
some many more. We are a city and a county in the middle of a hot 
spot and we need to continue to address the situation.”

Continued on Page 10

A nurse administers a test in the mobile triage set up outside of Longview Regional 
Hospital’s emergency area last week. Those who think they may be ill should call their 
primary care physician’s office for instructions or the emergency room before coming 
to a clinic or hospital.                 Photo By Suzanne Bardwell
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Perspective
on jobs lost

By Dr. Ray Perryman
Recent estimates of massive 

job losses associated with 
COVID-19 are drawing frequent 

comparisons 
to the Great 
Depression. 
Some calmer 
thoughts in 
the midst of 
the chaos are 
warranted.

A number 
m a k i n g 
headlines is 

that unemployment could jump 
to 32% in the second quarter, an 
estimate derived by researchers 
at the St. Louis Federal Reserve 
Bank. Using detailed occupational 
data, they analyzed whether 
various jobs were essential, could 
be completed remotely, and were 
salaried to estimate the “high-
risk occupations” which met 
none of these criteria. They also 
quantified jobs that are high 
contact. The average of these 
approaches suggested that about 
47 million people could be laid 
off during the second quarter, 
yielding 32% unemployment.

This number aligns closely with 
our recent estimates, which were 
derived through detailed analysis 
by industry and simulations of 
resulting economic interactions 
using our large-scale models. We 
found losses of 11.4 million jobs 
on an annualized basis (or 45.6 
million if concentrated in a single 
quarter). None of us know what 
will ultimately happen, but the 
similarity and enormity of these 
results suggest that the job market 
will endure a powerful jolt.  

The talk of massive layoffs 
and 30% unemployment has led 
to ubiquitous comparisons to the 
Great Depression. THAT IS JUST 
WRONG!! Many researchers 
(including me) have extensively 
examined the forces behind that 
calamity. There were massive 
structural problems at that time, 
and we knew precious little 
about proper policy responses. 
The major harm of the Great 

PERRYMAN

Parks, potholes, water update by city manager

With a pause in their driveway basketball pickup game to greet the Weldon Elementary School teacher car parade 
on Monday morning, Bears seventh grader Joseph Webber, kindergartner Parker Webber and third grader Bentley 
Webber greeted their teachers with their own messages of appreciation.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Guidance for houses 
of worship during 

the COVID-19 crisis 
During these challenging 

times, government and faith 
communities throughout Texas 
need to work together to stop the 
spread of Coronavirus. 

To facilitate this collaboration, 
State and local governments must 
clearly articulate their directives 
aimed at mitigating spread of 
the virus. This joint guidance 
from the Office of the Attorney 
General and the Office of the 
Governor responds to frequently 
asked questions by members of 
the faith community and is the 
official guidance regarding the 
effect of Executive Order GA 14 
on religious services conducted 
in churches, congregations, and 
houses of worship. 

The government must give 
special consideration to houses 
of worship when issuing orders 
related to the COVID-19 crisis. 

The First Amendment to the 
United States Constitution and 
Article I of the Texas Constitution 
protect the right of Texans to 
freely exercise their religion. In 
addition, the Texas Religious 
Freedom Res to ra t ion  Ac t 
(“RFRA”) provides even stronger 
protections to faith communities, 
and government must ensure 
that it complies with RFRA 
when it acts. Thus, when state or 
local governments issue orders 
prohibiting people from providing 
or obtaining certain services, they 
must ensure that these orders do 
not violate these constitutional 
and statutory rights. 

Houses of worship provide 
“essential services.” 

On March 31, 2020, Governor 
Abbott issued Executive Order 
GA 14, which defines essential 
services to include “religious 
services conducted in churches, 
congregations, and houses of 
worship.”1 Institutions providing 
these essential services can 
provide them under certain 
conditions described in Executive 
Order GA 14 and local orders by 
counties or municipalities that 
are consistent with GA 14. To the 
extent there is conflict between 
the Governor’s Executive Order 
GA 14 and local orders, GA 14 
controls. 

Houses of worship must, 
whenever possible, conduct 
their activities from home or 

The Gladewater Mirror donated four newspaper boxes to Union Grove ISD for their lesson packets for their students 
to conveniently pick up the work at the free standing boxes located on the grounds of the secondary campus.  

By Suzanne Bardwell
The Gladewater parks are still 

open according to City Manager 
Rick Tow. However, he cautions 
parents that the playground 
equipment in parks can not be 
kept clean between uses and urges 
parents to use their discretion.

“Parents should wipe the 
area being used and wash hands 
afterward as soon as possible after 
returning from playing as well 
as use hand sanitizer at the site,” 
Tow said. “We are monitoring 
the parks to request that social 
distancing recommendations are 
being observed. We may have to 
reduce some amenities when this 
guidance is not being followed.”

Tow said that all city staff are 
monitoring all areas as they go 
about their work day.

“As we observe a possible 
issue we advise the owners or 
occupants of the need to adhere to 
the guidance from our governor, 
Mayor Shipp and the CDC.”

Tow said that guidelines for 
businesses and individuals are 
posted on the city website.

Crews of two are working daily 
on pothole repairs, limb pickup 
and drainage issues around town 
Tow said. He also reports that 
contract crews have finished the 

water line project tie ins and 
are now in the cleanup phase. 
Crews continue with line repairs 
as needed and the repair of the 2 
lift station with pump repairs Tow 
reported.

“Our construction projects this 

past week have seen the completion 
of the Gay Avenue tower rehab and 
the tower is back in service now,” 
Tow said. “We will be starting the 
last phase of water projects in the 
next 30 days which includes the 
intake structure repairs.”

Tow said that the crews continue 
to work on the wastewater plant 
and that crews have completed the 
building that will cover the new 
belt press and installations of the 
belt press. He said that the project 
when completed will put four new 

pumps online to handle the flow 
that comes through the plant.

“We have been working with 
two pumps for a number of years,” 
Tow said. “The work at the plant 
will continue for approximately 
five more months.”

The City of Gladewater extended its disaster declaration last week to May 21. Due to the Covid-19 Social Distancing 
Directives the City Council Special Session meeting was held by video conferencing online. Taxpayers were able to 
watch and listen online using Zoom Meeting or by watching the  Gladewater Mirror Live Facebook Stream. No one 
signed up for “citizen comments” to speak during the meeting.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
An average of 120 meals 

were served to hungry Lions 
last Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday according to Union 
Grove ISD Superintendent 
Kelly Moore.

“We are blessed to be able 
to provide these meals to our 
students and we look forward 
to seeing them during the 
week,” she said. “The cafeteria 
staff is doing a tremendous job 
preparing meals.”

Moore said that the third 
week of distance learning 
i s  now comple ted  wi th 
a significant increase in 
packet pickup on Mondays 
at the secondary campus. 
The packets are available 
in four newspaper boxes 
which are labeled according 
to campus and courses. The 
boxes were donated by the 
Gladewater Mirror. She said 
that the students who are 
completing work on line 
are primarily from the high 
school. Moore said that the 
teachers are establishing 
lines of communication and 
checking in on students on a 
regular basis.

“Our teachers are using a 
variety of strategies to reach 

UGISD to light stadium nightly in recognition of sacrifices,
Asks community to turn porch lights on in solidarity

students including phone calls, 
emails, virtual meetings and 
other technology platforms,” 
Moore said. “We are here for 
academic support and guidance 
and that will continue, but most 
importantly we want them to 
know that we love and support 

them. I can honestly say our 
teachers, parents and students 
are doing the very best they can 
given the circumstances. We are 
all working together and there 
will be a light at the end of this 
tunnel.”

Beginning this week, Moore 

said that UGISD will light the 
stadium lights from 8 p.m. until 
9 p.m. to show support for staff, 
students and the community.

“The light is a symbol of hope 
that we will get through this 
challenging time,” Moore said. 
“We want everyone to keep their 

porch light on from 8 p.m. 
until 9 p.m. to recognize 
the Seniors of 2020, our 
students, staff, community 
and most importantly those 
on the front lines of this 
battle. Let’s all show our 
Lion Pride.”
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $6,004.82 $4,990.58 20.32% $20,730.66 $16,003.54 29.53%
Easton 1.000% $2,619.04 $2,171.14 20.62% $12,900.96 $7,349.82 75.52%
Gladewater 1.500% $78,223.06 $82,098.98 -4.72% $410,012.91 $322,775.70 27.02%
Kilgore 1.500% $541,809.50 $756,796.21 -28.40% $2,650,005.57 $3,391,837.70 -21.87%
Lakeport 1.500% $16,532.81 $14,838.48 11.41% $66,715.90 $63,215.15 5.53%
Longview 1.500% $2,157,695.65 $2,427,165.18 -11.10% $11,108,902.55 $10,982,782.18 1.14%
Warren City 1.000% $1,219.99 $1,226.84 -0.55% $5,909.26 $7,050.17 -16.18%
White Oak 1.500% $68,348.89 $100,758.03 -32.16% $335,000.66 $372,643.67 -10.10%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $14,069.48 $13,438.66 4.69% $66,986.58 $66,414.72 0.86%
East Mountain 1.000% $2,757.89 $1,834.48 50.33% $14,216.57 $10,607.57 34.02%
Gilmer 1.500% $140,895.07 $142,599.19 -1.19% $651,070.90 $614,493.12 5.95%
Ore City 1.500% $15,166.18 $13,598.23 11.53% $66,451.18 $59,129.29 12.38%
Union Grove 1.000% $402.11 $74.94 436.57% $1,373.15 $1,580.63 -13.12%

Local sales tax slips -4.72%
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar on April 8 announced he would send cities, 

counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $701.8 million in 
local sales tax allocations for April.

The amount is 0.5 percent less than the amount distributed in April 2019. 
Revenue allocations are based on sales made in February by businesses that 

report tax monthly. 
Next month’s allocations, which will mostly reflect sales made in March, will 

begin to show the impact of pandemic-related business shutdowns. The agency, 
therefore, expects local allocations in May to be lower, and June allocations will 
likely deteriorate further, Hegar said.

Gladewater’s nine-straight-months of positive numbers ended this reporting 
period. Gladewater’s sales tax revenue slipped to -4.72 percent compared to last 
year at this time - $78,223.06 compared to $82,098.98 in 2019. But Gladewater’s 
previous double-digit performance has the city’s totals well above last year by 
27.02-percent -  $410,012.91 compared to $322,775.70.

Clarksville City posted a 20.32-percent rise, while White Oak posted a 
-32.16-percent decline, and Warren City posted a -0.55-percent slip.

Continued on Page 6

Wearing a face mask takes 
some getting used to. To get the 
most benefit, you need to avoid 
these common mistakes.

Almost overnight, masks in 
a variety of colors, styles and 
materials have appeared on the 
faces of people around us. While 
it’s good news that many people 
are doing their part to slow the 
spread of coronavirus, the bad 
news is that many people are 
wearing their masks wrong.

Wearing a mask takes some 
getting used to and you are 
probably wearing it exactly right 
if it’s a little stuffy.

One of the biggest mistakes 
people make is that they fidget 
with their masks, and pull them 

How NOT to Wear a Mask
under their noses or completely 
off their faces to rest under their 
chins.

You should not be pulling up 
and putting down your mask 
while you’re out. If you’re going 
to go to the trouble of using a 
mask, leave it on.

Here are the dos and don’ts of 
wearing a mask. 

DON’T: Wear the mask below 
your nose.

DON’T: Leave your chin 
exposed.

DON’T: Wear your mask 
loosely with gaps on the sides.

DON’T: Wear your mask so it 
covers just the tip of your nose.

DON’T: Push your mask 
under your chin to rest on your 

neck.
DO: Wear your mask so it 

comes all the way up, close to 
the bridge of your nose, and all 
the way down under your chin. 
Do your best to tighten the loops 
or ties so it’s snug around your 
face, without gaps.

And once you’ve figured out 
the correct position for wearing 
your mask, follow these tips to 
stay safe:

• Always wash your hands
before and after wearing a mask.

• Use the ties or loops to put
your mask on and pull it off.

• Don’t touch the front of the
mask when you take it off.

• For apartment dwellers, put
the mask on and remove it while 

inside your home. Elevators 
and stairwells can be high-
contamination areas.

• Wash and dry your cloth

mask daily and keep it in a clean, 
dry place.

• Don’t have a false sense of
security.

Masks offer limited protection, 
and work better when combined 
with hand washing and social 
distancing. 

The Gladewater Mirror newspaper recently won 
several awards for journalistic excellence including 
first place in Community Service for its support of 
Gladewater’s recycling program. The community 
service award includes all newspapers from daily to 
weeklies. 

“Great community cause to champion,” the judges 
wrote. “It’s especially important in a small town that 
does not have the big recycling programs of major cities.”

The Mirror has been recognized with the community 
service award multiple times since Jim and Suzanne 
Bardwell became owners of the Gladewater Mirror.

“The public awareness promoted by the Gladewater 
Mirror has increased participation (in recycling) and 
noticeably contributed to a cleaner community which 
makes Jim and I very proud,” Suzanne Bardwell said. 
“To make a difference using our community newspaper 
is one of the most satisfying parts of our work. To have 
it recognized by community members who are joining 
in with our efforts is the cherry on top. To know that we 

Mirror earns community service award
are contributing to improving the quality of life for 
our community and setting an example for younger 
members of Gladewater is the absolute best feeling 
of all.”

The Mirror also won first place for editorial writing 
with the judges’ remarking “clear and straight forward 
in making a call to action.”

Suzanne Bardwell won second place in the region 
for column writing. The judges said the columns 
were “very readable on timely topics. Well written 
and engaging.”

Jim Bardwell won second place for headline 
writing, third place for advertising design and fourth 
place for sports photography and fourth place for 
feature writing.

I am always very appreciative of these awards 
which are judged by our fellow newspaper men 
and women,” said Jim Bardwell. “But I am most 
appreciative to our loyal readers and advertisers who 
allow us to do our job week end and week out.”

First local 
cases of 

COVID-19 
confirmed 

Easter Sunday’s storm not only caused wide-spread property 
damage in Gregg and Upshur County, but it also cost one man 
his life.

Kelly ‘Bear’ Kalinec, 60, of Upshur County, was pronounced 
dead Sunday evening after  a tree fell on him in his driveway.

Kalinec was a teacher and coach at Linden-Kildare CISD, 
coaching football and baseball and taught special education.

The severe storms included straight-line winds and possible 
tornadoes Sunday, leaving approximately 22,000 SWEPCO 
customers without power.

And a reported 38,000 Upshur Rural Electric Cooperative 
members were left without electricity throughout.

The primary reason for the majority of the outages was wind 
blowing large trees onto lines, according to Upshur Rural Electric 
Cooperative officials. Many large trees were uprooted from the 
ground that was softened by the large amount of rain that fell 
on Easter morning. They reported the damage to the system is 
extensive.

“Our URECC crews went to work immediately to begin repairsThe property at 712 Quitman Street had what appeared to be total damage with a tree 
not only destroying the roof but the house as well. The destruction occurred when high 
winds took their toll on the area.             Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Matt and Alex Sturkie 
were hard at work 
Monday morning 
cleaning up Sunday 
night’s storm damage 
at their properties. 
The couple had 
already filled a trailer 
with limbs and debris 
on Hendricks Street. 

Easter storms leave Easter storms leave damdamage, outages, 1 dead
As of Monday evening, Gregg 

County now has 47 confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 - five more 
cases since Easter Sunday - and 
one is in Gladewater.

G l a d e w a t e r  a l s o  h a s 
a confirmed case in Upshur 
County, bringing its total to two. 
Gladewater is situated in Gregg, 
Upshur and Smith counties.

“We now have a second 
confirmed case of COVID-19 
within the Gladewater city 
limits,” Mayor J.D. Shipp said. 
“This case is found within the 
Gregg County region of our 
community. 

“We are only now experiencing 
what other communities have 
experienced for weeks. We are 
not alone in this pandemic.  
However, this does emphasize 
the continued need to practice 
social distancing and follow 
CDC guidelines. This must be a 
concerted community effort and 
Gladewater can do this!  We are 
Gladewater strong!”

The number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Upshur 
County has risen to eight, Upshur 
County Judge Todd Tefteller 
announced Sunday.

Tefteller said the other new  
case was on the east side of the 
Diana community.

“Stay home. Stay safe. Stay 
within your own social circle,” 
the judge urged.

Upshur County commissioners 
court recently voted to close 
county offices to the public at 
noon each weekday, and close 
all game rooms in the county 
indefinitely as precautions against 
the virus. The Gladewater and 
Diana branches of the Upshur 
county  tax assessor-collector’s 
office also temporarily closed 
altogether, as is the Gregg County 
tax assessor-collector’s office at 
Gladewater City Hall. 

A downed pole in front of the GISD Broadway Administration 
building was narrowed to one lane on Monday morning due to the 
low hanging wire. The damage was caused by Sunday’s storm.

New COVID restrictions required - capacity goes from 75% to 50%

Wow!   Here we are in the 11th hour of one of the most trying 
years of all our lives…2020!   We end the year with vaccines being 
distributed across the world.   It’s not just a distribution of vaccines but 

of hope.   We all anticipate a better and brighter 
2021!  We deserve it…all of us!!!

We have all journeyed together through the 
uncertainty of 2020 and the COVID pandemic.   
It changed how we interacted with one another.  
On the lighter side, we exchanged a handshake 
for a fist bump, an elbow tap or even a foot 
tap.  We began wearing masks to protect 
one another.   How often did you get to the 
storefront and then recognize you didn’t have 
your mask?  I did it numerous times!  On a 
sadder note, we were unable to see loved ones 
for long periods of time and, in some cases, still 

have not seen loved ones to date.   This serves as a reminder to cherish 
every moment with a loved one.   Should there be a positive impact 
of the pandemic, may it be a greater respect and love for one another. 

The pandemic has changed how we do business.   Ordering online 
has always been an option but not for all businesses.  Businesses who 
did not previously offer online service began doing so.   We also saw 
curbside pick-up for meals or products becoming more available.  
Zoom meetings allowed businesses to keep operating while also 
protecting staff.   Conventions went online as well.  Will we continue 
to see these business practices once the pandemic is over?   Will a 
demand for use of convention centers and office buildings return?   
After the pandemic is over, the economics of these choices still remain.

The city faced how to continue serving its citizens while also 
protecting staff and citizens.   First responders were made aware 

Continued on Page 9

Mayor anticipates a better 
and brighter 2021

Upshur County had suffered 31 state-confirmed 
deaths as of Monday out of a total of 710 confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, but the state also reported 
the county has had 955 total “probable cases,” 
according to county Emergency Management 
Coordinator Marc Nichols.

The Texas Department of State Health Services 
also reported the county has an estimated 182 active 
cases, and an estimated 1,452 cases in which the 
patient recovered, Nichols added.

In Gregg County, NET Health officials reported 
Monday that there were 985 active cases, 76 deaths 
and 3,038 recoveries. NET Health also reported 77 
new cases in Gregg County on Dec. 28. 

Over the past two weeks, the number of cases in 
Upshur county has been rising at a faster rate than 
before, said the coordinator, adding that “Folks still 
need to be diligent in what they’re doing” in taking 
precautions against the virus.

That includes hand washing, wearing masks and 
social distancing, Nichols said.

The coordinator also said he does not know how 
the state is compiling its statistics.

DSHS announced Dec. 21 that Upshur and 18 
other counties which comprise the “Piney Woods 

Trauma Service Area” are now in an “area with high 
hospitalization,” as defined by Gov. Greg Abbott, 
and thus will come under restrictions on business 
operations.

They include limiting the capacity for restaurants 
and many business establishments. Firms which 
were allowed to operate up to 75 percent of their 
total listed occupancy are now restricted to 50 
percent. 

In addition, customers cannot visit bars unless 
those places are allowed to keep operating drive-
through, pickup and delivery operations.

Trauma Service Area G (TSA-G), operated by the 
Piney Woods Regional Advisory Council, includes 
the counties of Anderson, Camp, Cherokee, 
Franklin, Freestone, Gregg, Harrison, Henderson, 
Houston, Marion, Panola, Rains, Rusk, Shelby, 
Smith, Trinity, Upshur, Van Zandt. and Wood 
counties.

Trauma Service Area  G
 2020 Population Estimate - 968,611
Total Staffed Hospital Beds - 3,217

Available Hospital Beds - 934
Available ICU Beds - 26

Available Ventilators - 222
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…new year, auld wishes
Well friends and neighbors, here we are in the last days and hours of 

2020. That is a cause for celebration in itself. End-of-year columns are 
usually reflective or a look back. I feel the urge to run full speed ahead 
into 2021 with its vaccinations, family gatherings, open businesses, 
banquets, concerts, rodeos and festivals.

But here’s the problem, we can’t run yet. Just because we turn the 
calendar this weekend doesn’t mean our problems are going away. 
For some, the cost of 2020 will weigh heavily for a long time to come. 

Shortly before Christmas one of my dearest friends lost both of her 
parents within a few days of each other from this 21st century plague, 
COVID-19. My friend’s heartbreak will not mend with the turn of the 
calendar page. Few heartbreaks do.

When life is well-lived and folks are well-loved, loss makes an 
awful hole. My favorite movie “It’s a Wonderful Life” is filled with 
profound messages about life well-lived. Three timeless quotes from 
the film well worth remembering are:

~”All you can take with you is that which you have given away.” 
~”No man is a failure who has friends.” 
“Strange isn’t it? Each man’s life touches so many other lives. When 

he isn’t around he leaves an awful hole, doesn’t he?” 
The point of the movie is that our individual lives matter. We have 

purpose in this life and we need to find what our purpose is…over 
and over again throughout our lives.

We need to remember, just as George Bailey needed reminding in 
the movie, that we seldom know the impact we have on others.

What will your impact be?
You have the next few days or hours of tired, old 2020 to ponder 

what you would like your impact in 2021 to be. We need to recognize 

that there will always be a Mr. Potter (the movie villain) in our lives. 
That villain could be a betrayal, an illness, a financial crisis, a personal 
mistake of gigantic proportions, depression, or an injustice that we 
struggle to overcome. The goal is not to give in and let the Mr. Potters 
take our joy and purpose from us.

No matter how broken, ill or fallen we are, our lives have value. 
If you have no other resolution for the new year than this, please 
recognize that life is a gift. And while you are unwrapping that gift 
see past the superficial to the transcendent. When you can do that, 
life is full of wonder.

The real lesson of “It’s a Wonderful Life” is that what we think we 
want out of life and how we spend our days in it, may not be nearly 
as important as the journey and our relationships. The importance of 
not necessarily doing great things, but small things in a great way, 
creates genuinely wonderful lives. Like the ‘auld’ song says:

“We’ll take a cup o’ kindness yet, for days of auld lang syne”.
Pass out those cups people, we are all ready for a little more 

kindness in 2021. 
Raise those cups of kindness in a toast to 2021, a year of promise 

filled with hopes for a better tomorrow. Now let’s roll up our sleeves 
and work for that better tomorrow.

Cheers!

 Texans urged to roll up their sleeves
Gov. Greg Abbott and other Texas leaders are rolling up their 

sleeves to get the COVID-19 vaccine and to encourage the public 
to follow suit.

“I will never ask any Texan to do something that I’m not willing 
to do myself,” Abbott said before getting vaccinated at a televised 
event in Austin.

The next round of vaccines will go to people 65 and older and 
to those who are at greatest risk of severe disease and death from 
COVID-19. More than 70 percent of COVID-19 deaths in Texas have 
occurred in people 65 or older, Texas Department of State Health 
Services officials said in announcing the updated priority list.

“The focus on people who are age 65 and older or who have 
comorbidities will protect the most vulnerable populations,” said 
Imelda Garcia, Expert Vaccine Allocation Panel chairwoman. “This 
approach ensures that Texans at the most severe risk from COVID-19 
can be protected across races and ethnicities and regardless of where 
they work.”

The state is in Phase 1A of vaccine distribution, which includes 
residents of long-term care centers and front-line health care workers. 
With an estimated 1.9 million Texans in those groups, it will likely be 
at least two weeks people in Phase 1B can get the vaccine.

The Phase 1B priorities are below, and additional information is 
available at dshs.texas.gov:

• People 65 years of age and older
• People 16 years of age and older with at least one chronic medical 

condition that puts them at increased risk for severe illness from 
the virus that causes COVID-19, such as but not limited to cancer, 
chronic kidney disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, 
heart conditions, such as heart failure, coronary artery disease 
or cardiomyopathies; solid organ transplantation, severe obesity, 
pregnancy, sickle cell disease and type 2 diabetes.

Capitol to reopen
Closed since March, the Texas Capitol will reopen Jan. 4, about a 

week before the 87th Legislature convenes.
In announcing the reopening, Abbott, Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick and 

House Speaker Dennis Bonnen said safety protocols have been put 
in place to maintain a safe environment for all visitors, lawmakers 
and staff. 

“Preparations to safely conduct business in the Texas House and 
Senate are ongoing, and each chamber will vote upon their respective 
rules and protocols at the start of the legislative session,” the officials 
said in a statement.

 The session opens at noon Jan. 12. 
 Also last week, Austin and Travis County officials, alarmed by 

a spike in cases, raised the community’s COVID-19 risk warning 
to its highest level since the pandemic began. Under the Stage 5 
risk warning, the local officials are asking people not to gather with 
anyone outside their household and to limit their trips outside homes 
to essential ones such as going to the grocery store or work.

 Dr. Mark Escott, Austin-Travis County interim health authority, said 
the Stage 5 warning was necessary even though the hospital system 
in Austin remained stable.

“When you see smoke, are you fully alarmed and call the fire 
department, or do you wait until the flames roll down the hallway?” 
he told KXAN-TV. “What we’ve learned over and over again … if 
you wait to pull the alarm until the hospitals are full, that surge will 
continue until the hospitals, and the morgues, are overwhelmed.”

State vs. local CARES money
The state of Texas is not living up to its promise of allocating 

federal pandemic relief funds to local governments, an advocacy 
group contends.

After Congress passed the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security, or CARES, Act in March,  Gov. Abbott said $1.85 billion 
of the funding Texas received would go toward supporting local 
governments. However, advocacy group Texas Housers said its 
analysis shows the state has not delivered.

The local governments are supposed to apply through a 
reimbursement process administered by the Texas Division of 
Emergency Management, according to a May 11 letter from the 
governor.

“Since the letter, TDEM has stymied local governments at every 
turn,” Houser officials said in a statement. “Although the process 
should have been a clean handoff of resources specifically earmarked 
for cities and counties, money has been complicated for local 
governments to access and has flowed slowly or not at all.” 

A Texas emergency management official has said the largest barrier 
to reimbursement has been local governments not submitting the 
correct documents. Also, some of the CARES money has been spent 
on state projects that benefit cities and counties.

Chris Cobler is a board member and past president of the Freedom of 
Information Foundation of Texas. He welcomes email at ccobler@texaspress.com.

Mayor anticipates a better 
and brighter 2021

of the location of active cases 
in the community.  Without the 
ability to clean public restrooms 
on an hourly basis, they were 
shutdown.  Basketball courts 
were shutdown.  The municipal 
elections were moved from May 
to November.  The city hall lobby 
was shutdown with services 
available by appointment.  Cross 
training saved the day for city 
operations to continue as positive 
cases appeared among staff at city 
hall.  Council meetings continued 
via Zoom.   Face masks and 
temperature readings became 
the practice for those wishing to 

enter City Hall.  I applaud all city 
staff…fire, police, public works 
and city hall…for continuing 
to work their normal schedules 
whi le  making  p rocedura l 
adjustments to ensure services 
to our citizens continued without 
interruption!   Thank you!       

We appreciate our citizens for 
adjusting to the various mitigation 
recommendations throughout the 
pandemic!   We must continue to 
practice social distancing, proper 
hygiene, wearing a mask and, 
most of all, stay at home if you’re 
sick!  We must all do our part as 
it’s the best way to put 2020 in the 
rearview mirror and have a better 
year in 2021!  
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Guest Column:

 FOOLING GOD?
   I suppose man has always tried to get away with fooling his fellow man. Kids have forever been 
trying to fool their parents. Remember Joseph’s brothers deceiving their father about the fate of their 
brother in Genesis thirty-seven? Politicians give us a steady diet of foolery. Criminals are forever 
trying to bluff or fool their way into getting away with their crimes. 
   For example, when two service station attendants in Ionia, Michigan refused to hand over the cash 
to an intoxicated robber, the robber threatened to call the police. When they still refused, the robber 
called the police and was arrested. 
   Then, there was the case where the police fooled the criminal. This was in Radnor, Pennsylvania. 
They interrogated the suspect by placing a metal colander on his head and connected it with wires to 
a photocopy machine. The message “He’s lying” was placed in the copier, and the police pressed the 
copy button each time they thought the suspect wasn’t telling the truth. Believing the “lie detector” 
was working, the suspect confessed.” Trying to keep secrets from God is even more foolish than 
these two examples. I’m sure you have heard the old saying: “You can fool all the people some of 
the time, you can fool some of the people all of the time, but you can’t fool all of the people all of 
the time!” Or, as Spanky of the Little Rascals would say, “But you can’t fool Mom any of the time!” 
   But you can be sure, “You can never fool God!” Proverbs 15: 3 says, “The eyes of the Lord are in 
every place. Beholding the evil and the good.” Hebrews 4: 13 says, “And there is no creature hidden 
from His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.” 
Nothing escapes the scrutiny of God! He sees all things! He hears all things! He knows all things! 
Thus, those who think they have God fooled are only fooling themselves! Think on these things.

Dennis Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454-White Oak, TX 75693-903-845-6139-preachab@suddenlink.net

Members of the Gladewater High School Band competed for spots in the Region 4 
ATSSB All Region Band. Band members who earned a place in the All Region band 
are Antonio Menjivar (euphonium), Matt Smith-euphonium, Sarah Walbridge-trumpet, 
Hannah Edwards-flute, Madisyn Bedair-clarinet and Hailey Head-clarinet. All of the 
musicians placed high enough to compete in the January All Area round of competition.
“Students in East Texas are very talented and that makes it difficult to earn a spot in our 
All-Region Band,” GHS Band Director Jeff Smith said. “I’m so proud of these students. 
In a few weeks, the four students who are advancing will have a shot at making the Texas 
1A-2A-3A All State Band. That is very exciting for the students and their teachers.”  
The Gladewater HS Band directors are Jeff Smith, Rhett Pilcher, Don Kitchell, and 
Mitchell Smith.              Courtesy Photo

Gladewater Museum 2021 preview
By Elaine Roddy 

Gladewater Museum Director
Remember Jan. 18, 2020 when the Gladewater Museum sponsored 

“Night at the Museum”? Over 100 visitors enjoyed the fellowship, 
refreshments, demonstrations and exhibits in the main museum and 
the annex. This past year of the pandemic and its continuing impact 
has changed our lives and our plans. 

The museum board has agreed to postpone its celebration for 
2021 until a later date. Watch for the date in the Gladewater Mirror 
newspaper and on the Gladewater Museum website.

The museum opened in 2005, therefore 2020 was our year to 
celebrate and remember 15 years of operation. A previous date, June 
19, 1987, should also be honored. That is the date the Gladewater 
Heritage Society was formed. 

A quote from the first minutes reports: “John Ben Shepperd called 
together a group of ‘old-timers’ of Gladewater who met in the 
Jess Turner Room of the Chamber of Commerce. Attending were: 
Sheppered, Fredaline Clark, Elizabeth Osteen, Virginia Baker, Wallace 
Bozman, Dorothy Sypert, Mozelle Berryhill and Nauty Byrd Mayer”.

In a July 1989 letter to the public, the group stated that the purpose 
was “to capture and preserve the colorful history of our town”.  The 
officers listed were president Fredalene Clark, Vice president Harold 
Wells, Vice president Elizabeth Osteen, secretary Nauty Byrd Mayer 
and treasurer Mildred Barker.

The dream of the Heritage Society is realized in the Community 
Building built in 1939 by Gregg County at the corner of Pacific and 
Dean streets. The building was the library, tax office and a well-
used building for community events. Now it houses the Gladewater 
Museum, which is honored to “capture and preserve the colorful 
history of our town”. We are open every Friday and Saturday from 
10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at 116 West Pacific Street in Gladewater. Thank 
you for your continued support.

Union Grove Junior High One Act Play students competed in a virtual district competition 
prior to Christmas break and took first place and the district crown. The play was 
directed by Sandy Spears.             Courtesy Photo

Union Grove High School was awarded the Carter Blood 
Care Center Great Grant before the Christmas holiday 
break.             Courtesy Photo

By Dr. M. Ray PerrymanTHE ECONOMIST
To say that 2020 has been a rough 

year is an extreme understatement. 
The pandemic and actions taken to 
slow the spread of COVID-19 

h a v e  b e e n 
disruptive and, 
in many cases, 
devas t a t ing . 
Millions have 
s l ipped  in to 
pover ty,  a re 
n o w  f o o d 
i n s e c u r e  o r 
face housing 

challenges, or are experiencing 
mental health issues.

It is worthy of note that, beyond 
the pressing human concerns for 
those affected, failing to support 
these vulnerable populations has 
profound economic consequences. 
We’ve studied these phenomena 
for decades, and the empirical 
evidence is incontrovertible.

B e y o n d  t h e  o b v i o u s 
consequences of poverty and the 

Compassion: An Economic Perspective
incalculable toll on the stability 
and dignity of families across the 
US, there is also a tremendous 
economic cost. For example, 
health care needs of people who 
are food insecure are higher due to 
increased incidence and severity 
of disease. 

In addition, outcomes are 
worse, thus reducing productivity 
and lifetime earnings.

Educa t ion  expenses  a re 
also higher. Food insecurity is 
associated with a greater need 
for intervention, and achievement 
levels (and, hence, lifetime 
earnings) are negatively affected. 
COVID slide only magnifies the 
issue.

The dislocations caused by 
the pandemic and the necessary 
response have caused millions 
to lose jobs and, for many, their 
health insurance. Every person 
who loses health insurance costs 
the economy about $46,000 per 

year.
Others are facing eviction, and 

we estimate that every newly 
homeless person brings long-
term economic losses of over 
$900,000. The added stress is also 
contributing to domestic violence, 
and every child suffering first time 
maltreatment brings lifetime costs 
of almost $2 million.

The negative effects of poverty 
and food insecurity multiply as 
they work their way through the 
business complex and are largely 
borne by the whole of society. 
Even after fully accounting for 
various stimulus packages, we 
have determined that the increase 
in poverty in the US during the 
pandemic will bring long-term 
losses of $436.4 billion in gross 
product and 4.7 million job-years 
of employment (a job-year is the 
equivalent of one person working 
for one year). For Texas, the 
pandemic-related losses are $48.5 

billion in output and over 500,000 
job-years.

The benefits of reducing 
such problems are profound. 
We estimate that every $1.00 
contributed to combat hunger 
yields $33.00 in benefits to 
the  economy.  Government 
investments in food programs, 
mental health services, and 
indigent health care brings 
dynamic annual rates of return 
to taxpayers of between 40% and 
111%.

The humanitarian reasons for 
easing these burdens are readily 
apparent. In this season of giving 
and celebration, it is also an 
economic imperative. In fact, if we 
fail to do so, we will permanently 
lose  subs tan t i a l  po ten t i a l 
activity and productivity even 
as vaccinations and therapeutics 
bring prospects of recovery much 
closer to reality. Happy Holidays! 
Stay safe!
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See your helpful 
hardware folks at... Bailey's �fCE 
Store hours: Gladewater, TX Mon-Fri 
Sat 

7:00-7:00 
8:00-6:00 
1 :00-5:00 903.845.5787 Sun 

BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist• 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist• 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist• 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 First 

Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 Friendship 
Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 Gladeview 

Baptist• 903-845-3842 Gladewater 
Missionary Baptist• 903-845-517 4 Grace 

Baptist• 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist• 903-845-517 4 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist• 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist• 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist• 903-845-4894 
Joy Baptist• 903-790-4978 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
North Loop Church of Christ• 903-845-2531 
North Main Church of Chtist • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa's Catholic Church• 903-845-2306 
CHARISMA TIC 

New Life Church • 903-845-8108  
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran• 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Living Stone Chwch • 903-845-8108 
NAZARENE 

Church of the Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First United Methodist Church • 903-845-2565 
McCrary's Chapel United Methodist 

FUNERAL HOME 
(903) 845-2155

croley _gwater_fh@yahoo.com 
401 N. Center St. (off Main St., Hwy 271) 

Mail: P.O. Box 706 • Gladewater, TX 75647 

Since 1936 
300 Hwy. 80 East 

Gladewater 
903.845.2222 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX 

903-845-2171
www .fbcgladewater.org 

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER 
SUNDAY - 10: 15 Morning Worship 

Get your message out for 
just $12/week 

Call 
903-845-2235

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Stanville Methodist• 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist• 903-845-1050 
NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 

Grace Tabemade • 903-309-8801 
PENTECOSTAL 

First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 
Northside Pentecostal 

Abundant Ute Temple UP. C. • 903-845-6043 
Southern Pentecostal Church (Stanville) PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyte1ian • 903-845-2905 
OTHER 

Stanville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3205 
Friendship Community Church 

Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195 

St. James Missionary Baptist Church 
Join us each Wednesday at 6: 15 pm for 

ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and 
each Sunday at 11 am. 

2800 W. Commerce Street 
Gladewater, Texas 75647 

903-845-5028

America's · . 

Hwy. 80 
Gladewater, TX 

903.845.2559 
Drive•ln. We don't start coo kin' ti I we hear from you! 

Unforgettable QX-FMI 
The greatest music of the 40s, !50s, 60s & 
70's as well as today's really cool musicians( 

You'll hear Dean Martin; Frank Sinatra; 

��t0�j���re���;�e:;M�ie�i6i��:nK��i1t
Buddy Holly; The Beatles; Bobby Darrin; 

The Tijuana Brass; John Denver; Peter, Paul & 
Mary; ond hundreds of other 

fovorite.s. 

(903) 643-7711 FM 
r-t·'s -the music you grew up wi-th! ... LISTEN! 

Grace Baptist Church 
212 E. George Richey Rd., Gladewater 

Schedule of Services 
Sunday 

Sunday School 10 a.m. 
Morning Service 11 a.m. 
Evening Service 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday 
Prayer and Bible Study 

903-845-6440

Pastor Jim Withers 
www.gbcgladewater.org

Full Gospel Fellowship 
Gladewater Revival Church 

700 p.m. 

Living Hope Fellowship• 903-261-2023 
Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 

Union Temple CME Church• 903-845-1050 

Black Dog Designs and Builders 
Commercial and Residential Construction, 

remodeling and repair. 35 years experience. 
Excellent Reputation and References.Contact: 

Black Dog Gallery/Designs 

903-663-0936

OBITUARYOBITUARY
MR HERSHAL L. GAGE

Mr. Hershal L. Gage 66 of Longview, was born on June 8, 1954, 
in Dallas to Jimmy and Betty Phillips Bowles and passed away on 
Friday, December 18, 2020, in Longview. 

 Hershal earned a degree in Computer 
Technology at the University of Texas in 
Tyler and later became a master printer and 
worked for the Gladewater Mirror for 15 
years. He was also an active member of the 
Pritchett Church of Christ. Mr. Gage will 
be greatly missed by the many friends and 
family members he leaves behind.

 Mr. Gage is survived by his wife, Cindy 
Gage; mother, Betty Holmen; stepsons, 
Charles Keller-Weaver, John E. Watkins, and 

William Watkins; brothers, Clarence, Thomas, and Dennis Gage; and 
sister, Liz Garner.

 He is preceded in death by his father, Jimmy Bowles; and brother, 
Billy Bowles.

The winners (or guardians) 
of the bicycles given away 
by The Manna House were:
Girls - Kiara Murphy (age 5) 
parent/guardian Shakeyia 
Murphy, Averi Chase (age 
8) parent/guardian Destiny 
Fishburn and Lilly Rogers 
(age 12) parent/guardian 
Frederic Rogers
Boys - Fisher Weiss (age 4) 
parent/guardian Anthony 
Weiss, Kade Fortson (age 
6) parent/guardian Stacie 
Minter and Kolton Hock 
(age 11) parent/guardian 
Roxanne Hock
Robert Baker, son of Man-
na House volunteer Kathy 
Baker, donated $500 to The 
Manna House with instruc-
tions that the money be 
used for the purchase of 
bicycles.

Courtesy Photos
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Black Dog Designs 
and Builders

 Commercial and Residential Construction, 
remodeling and repair. 35 years experience. Excellent 

reputation 
and references.

903-663-0936

Get your business featured here for just $15/week. Call 903-845-2235 for details.

YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter

SM Tree Service, Stump 
Grinding & Lawn Care
No job is too small!!!

Tree service, hauling off 
trees, stump grinding, box 
blading, driveways, brush 
hogging, lawn care, weed 

eating and clean up

903-402-9647

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com

Your money shouldn't stop 
working when you do.

Dallas D Long 
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101 
Gladewater, TX 75647 
903-845-6680

All East Texas 
Volleyball

Gladewater
Hai’leigh Oliver -OH

Jakiya Bell-MB
Alexis Boyd-MB

Union Grove
2nd Team

Sydney Chamberlain-libero
HM

Avery Brooks-OH
Carleigh Judd-MB

Makena Littlejohn-Setter

Sabine
1st Team

Aubree McCann-MB
Sierra Richter-Setter

2nd Team
Ally Gresham-Libero

HM
Cale Brown-MB

White Oak 
HM

Lexi Baker-OH
Macy Weeks-OH

Alysa Hall-MB
Emma Hill-Setter

 The Gladewater Lady Bears improved their win 
streak to 4 with a 40-34 victory over New Diana. 

Kiyona Parker topped the scoreboard with 12 while 
Hai’leigh Oliver and Ebony Pipkin each added 10. 
Pipkin also grabbed 6 steals giving Gladewater more 
opportunities to score while subsequently denying 
the Lady Eagles. 

JaKiyah Bell was held to only 3 points, but grabbed 
10 rebounds to keep the Lady Bears in possession of 
the ball. Kamryn Floyd had a solid afternoon with 4 

points, 3 rebounds, and 2 steals. 
While New Diana wouldn’t go away, Gladewater 

remained steady and consistent to grab their 7th 
win of the season and improve to 3-0 in district 
play. 

The Lady Bears closed out 2020 at home 
Tuesday against Nacogdoches in their final non-
district match-up before traveling to Hughes 
Springs on Jan 5 to begin the new year trying to 
stay on top of 3A Region II District 15.

AUSTIN -  On Monday, 
Texas Land Commissioner 
George P. Bush announced the 
2021 “Treasures of the Texas 
Coast Children’s Art Contest” 
is open for entries. All Texas 
students (public, private, and 
home-schooled) in grades K-6 
are encouraged to participate. 
Artwork should be based on the 
theme “Treasures of the Texas 
Coast” and portray why the Texas 
coast is important or noteworthy 
to the participating student. 

The top 40 pieces of art will 
appear in a 2022 calendar, 
distributed throughout the state.

“Each year, I am inspired 
by the Adopt-A-Beach Art 
Contest entries and how these 

young students are eager to 
showcase their work and how 
our coast is special to them,” said 
Commissioner Bush. “I share 
these young students’ excitement 
and look forward to see the Texas 
coastal environment pictured 
through their talent.”

This year’s grand prize winner 
will receive two round-trip coach-
class tickets to United Airlines’  
destinations throughout the 48 
contiguous United States, Alaska, 
Canada, Mexico, Central America 
and the Caribbean, one 7-night 
Caribbean cruise from Royal 
Caribbean International departing 
out of Galveston, Miami, Tampa, 
Ft. Lauderdale, Port Canaveral or 
Puerto Rico, and a Feed the Fish 

Tour at the Texas State Aquarium. 
The grand prize winner’s 

teacher will also receive two 
round-trip coach-class tickets 
from United Airlines, and one 
7-night Caribbean cruise courtesy 
of Royal Caribbean International. 
All 40 winners will receive a 
ticket to the USS Lexington 
in Corpus Christi, prizes and a 
certificate of recognition from 
the Texas General Land Office 
and copies of the 2022 calendar 
displaying the winning artwork.

All entries must be postmarked 
by Wednesday, March 3, 2021. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n , 
guidelines and entry form for the 
art contest, visit the Adopt-A-
Beach website.

Treasures of the Texas Coast 
Children’s Art Contest now open

Lady Bears beat New Diana, 4--34

Senior Hai’leigh Oliver

Senior Sydney Spurlock
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GREGG CO.  PCT #3 J P:  ......................................... 903-845-2672
GREGG CO.  AUTO & TAX:  ....................................... 903-845-3514
GREGG CO.  VOTER REGIS:  ................................... 903-236-8458
HOUSING AUTHORITY:  ............................................ 903-845-2493
RODEO ASSOCIATION:  ............................................ 903-845-5126
MEALS ON WHEELS:  ................................................ 903-309-7968
SUDDENLINK COMM.:  .............................................. 903-845-4036

Helpful Contact Numbers ...

GPD ACTIVITY REPORTGPD ACTIVITY REPORT

CALL DATE CALL DESC CFS# CALL TIME BUSINESS NAME ADDRESS

12/21/20 EMS 202007477 1:22 22 JULIAWOOD HOMES JULIAWOOD HOMES

ALARM/OTHER 202007478 4:53 SUPER STOP EXXON 601 N MAIN MAIN ST

ASSIST 202007479 8:29 N MAIN N MAIN

FIRE DEPT 202007480 8:43 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 202007481 8:50 606 E BROADWAY AVE E BROADWAY AVE

EMS 202007482 9:17 5763 SWEETGUM RD. SWEETGUM RD.

EMS 202007483 9:31 305 W OLIVER AVE. W OLIVER AVE.

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007484 9:45 1520 E SHEPPARD E SHEPPARD

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 202007485 10:36 DOLLAR GENERAL 1621 N MAIN MAIN ST

CRIM MIS 202007486 12:23 3043 E LAKE E LAKE

10-50 MINOR 202007487 12:45 SOUTH MAIN SOUTH MAIN

SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 202007488 13:47 DOLLAR GENERAL 1621 N MAIN MAIN ST

HARASSMENT 202007489 14:03 506 NORTH NORTH ST

10-50 MINOR 202007490 14:04 105 BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 202007491 14:35 510 WOOD WOOD ST

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 202007492 15:51 902 MARTHA MARTHA DR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007493 16:15 507 MELBA MELBA

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007494 17:07 507 MELBA MELBA

FIRE DEPT 202007495 17:19 1402 GAY GAY

ALARM/OTHER 202007496 17:25 311 HAYNES HAYNES

10-50 MINOR 202007497 17:51 514 AMES AMES

ABANDONED 911 202007498 18:50

EMS 202007499 20:38 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

FIRE DEPT 202007500 21:04 1114 N SHELL SHELL RD

FIRE DEPT 202007501 21:55 1911 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 202007502 22:31 3043 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

THEFT 202007504 23:40 1208 NORTH NORTH ST

12/22/20 MISCELLANEOUS 202007505 5:02 1013 KAY KAY DR

ALARM/OTHER 202007506 8:20 214 E GLADE E GLADE

ASSIST 202007507 8:32 MELBA MELBA

Report Name: GPD MEDIA REPORT (BY DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_CFS_BADGE_OFFICER

Report View: CFS-BADGE-OFFICER

Report Group: CALL DATE

Report Criteria: CALL DATE {is greater than or equal to} 12/21/2020, CALL DATE {is less than or equal to} 12/28/2020, IS BACKUP {is one of} 'Y','N'

Report Date: 12/28/2020

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007508 10:14 1576 N RODEO N RODEO

EMS 202007509 11:10 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 202007510 11:18 FAMILY DOLLAR 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

CRIM MIS 202007511 12:17 1102 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR

ASSIST 202007512 12:54 3043 E LAKE E LAKE

FIRE DEPT 202007513 14:50 620 GREEN GREEN ST

10-50 MINOR 202007514 15:50 WALTON WALTON

TERROR THREAT 202007515 17:05 SONIC DRIVE IN 1103 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007516 17:11 W GAY GAY AVE

ASSIST 202007517 17:56 CASH AMERICA PAWN #552 207 S MAIN MAIN ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007518 19:55 MELBA MELBA AVE

ASSIST 202007520 20:38 1602 E VIOLA VIOLA ST

ASSIST 202007521 23:29 ACE OF PAWN 207 S MAIN MAIN ST

12/23/20 ALARM/OTHER 202007522 1:36 SUPER STOP EXXON 601 N MAIN MAIN ST

FIRE DEPT 202007524 4:20 283 SWAMP CITY SWAMP CITY RD

EMS 202007525 7:29 1102 E SHEPARD E SHEPARD

THEFT 202007526 10:01 BREITBURN OPERATING LP N LOOP 485 N LOOP 485

EMS 202007527 10:28 1502 E VIOLA E VIOLA

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007528 12:43 1202 SANDERS SANDERS

EMS 202007529 13:53 1022 CHEVY CHACE CHEVY CHACE

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007530 14:51 1202 SANDERS SANDERS ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007531 14:58 3043 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 202007532 15:53 E SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

EMS 202007533 16:14 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

ASSIST 202007534 17:50 1202 SANDERS SANDERS ST

10-50 MAJOR 202007535 18:33 REGENCY INN 1009 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ASSIST 202007536 18:50 525 NORTH NORTH ST

ALARM/OTHER 202007537 21:13 AEP SCHOOL 700 MELBA MELBA ST

FIRE DEPT 202007538 21:28 596 BRIARCOVE BRIARCOVE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007539 21:59 AEP SCHOOL 700 MELBA MELBA ST

FIRE DEPT 202007540 22:54 706 CULVER CULVER

12/24/20 MISCELLANEOUS 202007541 2:34 DEARION AND DAVIS FUNERAL HOME 900 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

FIRE DEPT 202007542 3:53 1305 N OLIVE OLIVE

FORGERY 202007543 5:46 EZ MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 202007544 7:36 600 WOOD WOOD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007545 9:44 215 W GAY W GAY

ANIMAL CONTROL 202007546 10:35 2101 OLD LONGVIEW HWY OLD LONGVIEW HWY

BURGLARY/VEHICLE 202007547 11:54 ANTIQUE CAPITAL RV PARK 500 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ASSIST 202007548 12:15 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007549 16:33 1503 HUMBLE HUMBLE

FOUND/LOST/RECOVERED 202007550 17:37 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EMS 202007551 17:40 5501 SWEET GUM SWEET GUM RD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007552 18:27 500 E EDDY EDDY

10-50 MINOR 202007553 19:18 DOMINOS 1050 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007554 20:43 601 TENERY TENERY

EMS 202007555 21:20 1012 KAY KAY DR

EMS 202007556 21:46 222 W GAY GAY

EMS 202007557 21:51 309 N LEE LEE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 202007558 22:16 614 JEANETTE JEANETTE

12/25/20 EMS 202007559 7:34 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

EMS 202007561 9:59 307 W SHEPPARD W SHEPPARD

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007562 10:56 605 N GARY N GARY

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007564 12:28 1520 E SHEPPARD E SHEPPARD

FIRE DEPT 202007565 18:58 10290 S US 271 US 271

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007566 19:09 604 GAYLE GAYLE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007567 19:15 7 JULIA WOODS JULIA WOODS

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 202007568 21:43 505 GAY GAY

FIRE DEPT 202007569 21:58 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007570 22:21 503 RIVERSIDE RIVERSIDE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007571 22:30 1502 VIOLA VIOLA

EMS 202007572 23:51 2416 HENDRICKS HENDRICKS

12/26/20 FIRE DEPT 202007573 7:32 308 TEXAS TEXAS ST

EMS 202007574 8:20 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007575 10:09 505 S OAK OAK

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007576 11:32 303 MUSTANG MUSTANG DR

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 202007577 13:21 1629 CRONJE CRONJE

ASSAULT CLASS A 202007578 13:47 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 202007579 13:51 63 JULIA WOODS JULIA WOODS

EMS 202007580 14:00 208 ELEANOR ELEANOR

THEFT 202007581 15:20 REGENCY INN & SUITE 1009 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

EMS 202007582 16:06 GARDENS OF GLADEWATER 108 N LEE LEE ST

EMS 202007583 16:47 1620 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007584 17:50 WILCO 1298 E BOADWAY BOADWAY AVE

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 202007588 18:43 DEAN DEAN

CRIM TRESPASS 202007589 19:57 1520 SHEPPHERD SHEPPHERD

10-50 MAJOR 202007590 21:58 1307 RODEO RODEO

12/27/20 MISCELLANEOUS 202007591 2:24 CENTER CENTER

EMS 202007592 3:15 3689 WHITE OAK WHITE OAK RD

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 202007593 4:17 BUMBLE BEE PARK 605 S COACH COOKSEY COACH COOKSEY

ALARM/OTHER 202007596 10:37 CHRISTUS TRINITY CLINIC 1600 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

ANIMAL CONTROL 202007597 12:32 JORDAN JORDAN

FOUND/LOST/RECOVERED 202007598 12:34 NEW LIFE CHURCH 815 N MAIN MAIN ST

ASSIST 202007599 13:04 N MAIN MAIN ST

ANIMAL CONTROL 202007600 13:33 S TYLER TYLER ST

RECKLESS DRIVING 202007601 14:15 507 W GAY GAY

HARASSMENT 202007602 14:25 2109 OLD LONGVIEW OLD LONGVIEW HWY

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 202007603 15:48 1211 SHELL SHELL RD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007604 17:31 205 S MILL MILL

EMS 202007605 18:20 2418 HENDRICKS HENDRICKS

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 202007606 18:38 S WHITE WHITE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007607 19:57 1520 SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007608 21:30 2405 WOODBINE WOODBINE

12/28/20 THEFT 202007609 8:33 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EMS 202007610 9:14 2808 W GAY W GAY

GPD ARREST REPORTGPD ARREST REPORT
ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1 JUVENILE

12/21/20 12/21/20 14:25 SAPP, CHRISTAL ANN W F DISORDERLY CONDUCT: ABUSIVE LANGUAGE IN PUBLIC PLACE1621 N MAIN ST

12/26/20 12/26/20 20:04 SAPP, CHRISTAL ANN W F CRIMINAL TRESPASS 1520 E SHEPPARD

12/27/20 12/27/20 2:30 COLOGNA, BRANDON W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 100 S MAIN

12/27/20 2:30 MONTES DE OCA QUINTERO, JOSE ELIAS W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 100 S MAIN

12/27/20 2:30 SANCHEZ, ABEL W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 100 S MAIN

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATE

Report Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 12/21/2020, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 12/28/2020, JUVENILE {is not equal to} 'Y'

Report Date: 12/28/2020

GPD ACTIVITY REPORTGPD ACTIVITY REPORT
CALL DATE CALL DESC CFS# CALL TIME BUSINESS NAME ADDRESS

12/14/20 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007338 1:20 FM 2685 FM 2685

ALARM/OTHER 202007339 1:29 PIZZA HUT 1210 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 202007340 7:13 1106 N RODEO N RODEO

TERROR THREAT 202007341 11:04 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

EMS 202007342 11:52 500 EDDY EDDY

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007343 15:05 THE RIBBON PLACE 203 W COMMERCE COMMERCE

ANIMAL CONTROL 202007344 16:17 405 N POST POST

10-50 MAJOR 202007345 17:35 HWY 271 HWY 271

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007346 17:49 S TYLER TYLER

EMS 202007347 18:24 312 HAYNES HAYNES

RUNAWAY 202007348 18:50 18 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

FIRE DEPT 202007349 20:46 604 VIRGINIA VIRGINIA DR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007350 21:43 409 N MAIN MAIN ST

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007351 21:59 1560 PHILLIPS SPRINGS PHILLIPS SPRINGS RD

12/15/20 BURGLARY/HABITATION 202007354 0:53 2816 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007355 1:01 413 S MILL MILL ST

EMS 202007356 11:09 591 BRIARWOOD BRIARWOOD

EMS 202007357 11:09 1016 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE

THEFT 202007358 14:11 1619 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR

EMS 202007359 14:19 418 GODFREY GODFREY ST

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007360 15:09 2816 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

BURGLARY/VEHICLE 202007362 16:33 BROOKSHIRE'S GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 202007363 22:00 500 WOOD WOOD

EMS 202007364 23:14 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

12/16/20 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007365 5:23 GUY GUY

MISCELLANEOUS 202007366 7:42 207 S CENTER S CENTER

EMS 202007367 8:42 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

ESCORT 202007368 9:34 1016 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE

ASSIST 202007369 10:03 S LOOP 485 S LOOP 485

RECKLESS DRIVING 202007370 10:41 500 S TYLER S TYLER

Report Name: GPD MEDIA REPORT (BY DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_CFS_BADGE_OFFICER

Report View: CFS-BADGE-OFFICER

Report Group: CALL DATE

Report Criteria: CALL DATE {is greater than or equal to} 12/14/2020, CALL DATE {is less than or equal to} 12/21/2020, IS BACKUP {is one of} 'Y','N'

Report Date: 12/21/2020

ANIMAL CONTROL 202007371 11:03 SMART MART (FMR G&J'S SUPER STOP) 227 S MAIN MAIN ST

EMS 202007372 12:46 608 CANFIELD CANFIELD

MISCELLANEOUS 202007373 13:01 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007374 13:28 801 N RODEO N RODEO

EMS 202007375 13:43 215 W GAY W GAY

MISCELLANEOUS 202007376 14:18 1800 W GAY GAY AVE

FOUND/LOST/RECOVERED 202007377 14:17 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EXTRA PATROL 202007378 15:35 1114 N SHELL SHELL RD

ANIMAL CONTROL 202007379 16:03 SHERROD SHERROD ST

ASSIST 202007380 17:11 S TYLER TYLER ST

THEFT 202007381 17:28 RES-MOR APARTMENTS 700 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 202007382 18:22 417 S MILL MILL ST

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007383 19:00 BOOM TOWN RV PARK 301 W COMMERCE COMMERCE ST

ASSIST 202007384 19:55 2 MCKAIG MCKAIG CIR

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007385 21:08 1005 E PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

ALARM/OTHER 202007386 22:15 3043 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE

12/17/20 MISCELLANEOUS 202007387 1:06 1202 NELWYN NELWYN

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007389 5:56 601 W GAY GAY

10-50 MINOR 202007390 7:01 E BROADWAY E BROADWAY

EMS 202007391 8:48 GREENWAY VILLAGE 22 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

BURGLARY/HABITATION 202007392 9:03 2250 FM 2685 FM 2685

ALARM/OTHER 202007393 9:40 410 MONEY MONEY

MISCELLANEOUS 202007395 11:27 312 HAYNES HAYNES

ESCORT 202007396 11:32 N MAIN N MAIN

EMS 202007398 11:59 305 W OLIVER W OLIVER

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007399 13:21 MIKE'S MINI MART 1324 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 202007400 14:21 1106 N RODEO RODEO

FIRE DEPT 202007401 15:38 12 JULIA WOODS JULIA WOODS

HARASSMENT 202007402 15:55 RAMPY RAMPY

MISCELLANEOUS 202007403 16:10 TENERY TENERY

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007404 21:21 EDDY EDDY ST

MISCELLANEOUS 202007405 21:24 MARTIN LUTHER KING MARTIN LUTHER KING

SUSPICIOUS NOISE 202007406 21:24 EDDY EDDY ST

10-50 MINOR 202007407 22:14 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

10-50 MINOR 202007408 23:42 205 W GAY GAY AVE

12/18/20 INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007409 8:14 S TYLER S TYLER

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 202007410 9:12 100 E UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 202007411 10:49 417 S MILL S MILL

10-50 MINOR 202007412 10:56 CEFCO 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

EMS 202007413 11:58 1100 N SHELL RD N SHELL RD

EMS 202007414 12:06 215 W GAY AVE W GAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007415 12:33 3043 E LAKE E LAKE

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007416 13:28 507 1/2 MELBA MELBA

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007417 13:34 2816 W UPSHUR W UPSHUR

EMS 202007418 13:58 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

CRIM TRESPASS 202007419 14:24 3043 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

FIRE DEPT 202007420 14:37 17917 CR 3132 CR 3132

MISCELLANEOUS 202007421 14:38 LOCUST LOCUST

EMS 202007422 15:52 169 PINE PINE ST

MISCELLANEOUS 202007423 16:04 KILGORE POLICE DEPT 909 N KILGORE KILGORE ST

THEFT 202007424 16:21 1911 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 202007425 17:19 1911 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

CRIM TRESPASS 202007426 17:29 1504 N ALICE ALICE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007427 17:32 1111 N LYNN LYNN

EMS 202007428 18:23 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007429 18:35 800 WILLOW WILLOW BLVD

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007430 20:14 407 HOWARD HOWARD

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007431 21:09 1599 SCARLETT OAK SCARLETT OAK

RECKLESS DRIVING 202007432 21:22 GEORGE RICHEY GEORGE RICHEY

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007433 21:33 24 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

UNAUTHORIZED USE MOTOR VEH 202007434 22:25 504 WILLOW WILLOW

MISCELLANEOUS 202007435 22:35 CEFCO 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

12/19/20 ABANDONED 911 202007436 0:05 ALLSTATE COATINGS 100 N LEE LEE ST

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007437 1:27 RODEO GROUNDS 2502 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ALARM/OTHER 202007438 2:21 PIZZA HUT 1210 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

FIRE DEPT 202007439 7:27 507 S WHITE WHITE

EMS 202007441 10:27 1107 N LYNN LYNN

EMS 202007442 11:08 7 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007443 12:08 PRAYER ROOM 1104 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 202007444 12:33 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 202007445 13:10 704 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007446 13:18 601 GAY GAY

RECKLESS DRIVING 202007447 14:51 BODACIOUS BBQ 1105 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 202007448 16:23 512 RODEN RODEN LN

RECKLESS DRIVING 202007449 16:48 S 271 271

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007450 17:07 1600 E VIOLA VIOLA

MISCELLANEOUS 202007451 17:28 606 N MAIN MAIN ST

EMS 202007452 21:12 1592 N RODEO RODEO

MISCELLANEOUS 202007453 22:00 106 OLIVE OLIVE ST

EMS 202007454 22:42 5501 SWEET GUM SWEET GUM RD

EMS 202007455 23:31 1106 N RODEO RODEO

12/20/20 MISCELLANEOUS 202007457 0:12 CEFCO 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 202007459 1:38 FAMILY DOLLAR 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 202007460 2:13 3043 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 202007461 3:19 1208 NORTH NORTH ST

EMS 202007462 6:03 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 202007463 6:07 TRUMAN SMITH 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

ANIMAL CONTROL 202007464 9:20 1107 N OLIVE OLIVE ST

EMS 202007465 12:20 PROGRESSIVE CHURCH OF GOD 119 S EDWARDS EDWARDS ST

EMS 202007466 12:25 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

ASSIST 202007467 13:30 BROOKSHIRE'S GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

EMS 202007468 13:58 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

FOUND/LOST/RECOVERED 202007469 14:59 1818 OLD LONGVIEW OLD LONGVIEW HWY

MISCELLANEOUS 202007470 16:07 901 CANFIELD CANFIELD

EMS 202007471 16:55 222 W GAY GAY

MISCELLANEOUS 202007472 17:50 1818 OLD LONGVIEW OLD LONGVIEW HWY

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007473 18:22 317 W SUNSET SUNSET

RECKLESS DRIVING 202007474 18:25 1109 N OLIVE OLIVE

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 202007475 20:26 1106 N RODEO RODEO

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 202007476 21:55 302 MAPLE MAPLE ST

12/21/20 EMS 202007477 1:22 22 JULIAWOOD HOMES JULIAWOOD HOMES

ALARM/OTHER 202007478 4:53 SUPER STOP EXXON 601 N MAIN MAIN ST

ASSIST 202007479 8:29 N MAIN N MAIN

FIRE DEPT 202007480 8:43 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 202007481 8:50 606 E BROADWAY AVE E BROADWAY AVE

GPD ARREST REPORTGPD ARREST REPORT
ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1JUVENILE

12/14/20 12/14/20 21:53 CHAMBERS, MICHAEL THOMAS W M WARRANT (LOCAL) 409 N MAIN ST

12/17/20 12/17/20 13:21 STARKEY, SHANON ELIZABETH W F EVADING ARREST DETENTION W/VEHICLE 100 W GREGG ST

12/17/20 13:21 STARKEY, SHANON ELIZABETH W F UUMV-UNAUTHORIZED USE OF A VEHICLE 100 W GREGG ST

12/17/20 13:21 STARKEY, SHANON ELIZABETH W F ACCIDENT INVOLVING DAMAGE TO VEHICLE >= $200 - FAIL TO COMPLY100 W GREGG ST

12/17/20 23:55 LEIMER, JESSI NICOLE W F WARRANT (LOCAL) 205 W GAY

12/17/20 23:55 MATNEY, DANIEL MACK W M DRIVING WHILE LICENSE INVALID W/PREV CONV/SUSP/W/O FIN RES205 W GAY

12/17/20 23:55 MATNEY, DANIEL MACK W M DRIVING WHILE INTOXICATED 3RD OR MORE 205 W GAY

12/18/20 12/18/20 9:21 ALLEN, LARRY ALLEN B M IMPEDING TRAFFIC 106 E UPSHUR AVE

12/18/20 9:21 ALLEN, ANGELICA MARIE B F WARRANT (LOCAL) 106 W UPSHUR AVE

12/18/20 9:21 ALLEN, ANGELICA MARIE B F WARRANT (LOCAL) 106 W UPSHUR AVE

12/20/20 12/20/20 13:05 HADAWAY, JEREMY CLINT W M PUBLIC INTOXICATION 511 TYLER S

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATE

Report Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 12/14/2020, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 12/21/2020, JUVENILE {is not equal to} 'Y'

Report Date: 12/21/2020

UPSHUR CO. PCT #3 J P:  ......................................... 903-844-8254
UPSHUR CO.  AUTO REG. & TAX :  .......................... 903-844-0658
AIRPORT:  ................................................................... 903-845-2116 
CITY HALL :  ................................................................ 903-845-2196 
WATER BILLING:  ....................................................... 903-845-2474 
TAX ASSESSOR:  ....................................................... 903-845-2436 
CODE ENFORCEMENT:  ............................................ 903-845-2011 



The Gladewater Mirror, Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2020, Page 7

NOTICE OF RATE CHANGE REQUEST

On October 13, 2020, Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO or Company) filed a Petition and Statement of Intent to Change Rates (the Petition) with the 
Public Utility Commission of Texas (PUC or the Commission) in Docket No. 51415, and with those municipal authorities in its Texas service territory that have original 
jurisdiction over SWEPCO’s electric rates.  This notice is being published in accordance with Section 36.103 of the Public Utility Regulatory Act and Commission 
Procedural Rule 16 Tex. Admin. Code § 22.51(a)(1).

SWEPCO has approximately 187,000 Texas retail customers.  All such customers and all classes of customers will be affected by the relief requested in SWEPCO’s 
Petition.

SWEPCO’s request to change its rates is based on the financial results for a 12-month test year ending on March 31, 2020.  SWEPCO’s Petition seeks an overall increase 
of $105,026,238, an increase of 30.3% over adjusted Texas retail test year base rate revenues exclusive of fuel and rider revenues.  SWEPCO’s proposed revenue increase 
will be offset by a $14,826,502 decrease in annualized Transmission Cost Recovery Factor (TCRF) and Distribution Cost Recovery Factor (DCRF) revenue. Thus, the net 
proposed Texas retail revenue increase is $90,199,736, an increase of 26.0% over adjusted Texas retail test year base rate revenues exclusive of fuel and rider revenues. The 
overall impact of the rate change, considering both fuel and non-fuel revenues, is a 15.6% increase.  The impact of the rate change on various customer classes will vary 
from the overall impact described in this notice, as shown in the table below.  In addition, SWEPCO is seeking recovery of the reasonable rate-case expenses, including 
expenses paid to reimburse intervening municipalities, that it incurs in this case and those rate-case expenses incurred in three prior dockets that have yet to be recovered.

A Residential Service customer using 1,000 kilowatt-hours of energy per month will see an increase in their total bill (including fuel costs and rate riders) of $15.71 per 
month, an increase of approximately 15.0%.

The following table presents the percentage annual revenue increases, by type of service, under the proposed rates in this proceeding:

SWEPCO Texas Proposed Base Rate Increase

Applicable Service Change in Non-Fuel 
Revenue ($)  *

Change in Non-Fuel 
Revenue (%)  **

Change in Total Bill (%) 
***

RESIDENTIAL $   34,924,204 23.75% 15.64%

GENERAL SERVICE W/DEMAND 4,461,476 26.25% 18.45%

GENERAL SERVICE WO/DEMAND 2,167,555 38.23% 27.15%

LIGHTING & POWER - SEC 28,784,427 28.49% 14.96%

LIGHTING & POWER - PRI 6,789,019 28.44% 14.40%

COTTON GIN 69,427 26.14% 15.74%

LARGE LIGHTING & POWER - PRI 1,506,976 28.44% 14.40%

LARGE LIGHTING & POWER - TRANS 6,300,461 28.14% 13.23%

METAL MELTING - SEC 40,125 27.91% 17.81%

METAL MELTING - PRI 369,199 26.32% 13.11%

METAL MELTING - TRANS 320,810 21.40% 9.74%

OILFIELD PRIMARY 3,009,127 28.29% 13.23%

OILFIELD SECONDARY 191,671 32.55% 15.94%

MUNICIPAL PUMPING 196,244 9.76% 7.00%

MUNICIPAL SERVICE 171,173 10.37% 6.60%

MUNICIPAL LIGHTING 221,268 9.76% 7.00%

Street Lighting Sheet IV-23                           226 19.75% 13.39%

Municipal Street Lighting Sheet IV-24                           389 23.23% 19.12%

Municipal Street and Parkway Lighting Sheet IV-25                     268,331 12.60% 9.23%

Municipal Street and Parkway Lighting Sheet LED IV-65  n/a n/a 14.84%

Street Lighting Service Sheet IV-31                     (48,498) -22.61% -19.90%

Public Highway Lighting Sheet IV-27                           819 19.50% 13.02%

PUBLIC STREET & HWY (Sheet IV-26)                           800 2.65% 1.23%

PRIVATE, OUTDOOR, AREA 595,175 14.34% 10.18%

Private Lighting Sheet IV-28 210,792 29.00% 21.99%

Area Lighting - Outdoor Sheet IV-29 6,910 18.49% 14.65%

Area Lighting - Outdoor Sheet IV-30 326,842 9.68% 7.06%

Floodlighting Service Sheet IV-32 26,157 28.82% 20.79%

Outdoor Lighting Sheet IV-33 24,474 32.98% 28.11%

Area Lighting - Outdoor LED Sheet IV-66  n/a n/a 14.84%

CUSTOMER-OWNED LIGHTING 79,569 27.15% 14.84%

Recreational Lighting Sheet IV-21 65,016 24.55% 14.84%

Customer Supplied Lighting Sheet IV-22 14,554 24.55% 14.84%

*       Base rate revenue net of transmission and distribution cost recovery revenues.

**     Transmission and distribution cost recovery factor revenue recovered in existing base rates will be reset to zero with this filing.

***   Bill impact includes base rate revenue plus fuel factor, energy efficiency cost recovery factor, rate case expense surcharge, transmission cost 
recovery revenue, and distribution cost recovery revenue.

SWEPCO has proposed that its requested rate change become effective 35 days after the filing of the Petition and Statement of Intent.  The proposed effective date is 
subject to suspension and extension by actions that may be taken by the Commission and other regulatory authorities.

SWEPCO is proposing revisions to most tariffs and schedules.  In addition, in order to facilitate future TCRF, DCRF, and Generation Cost Recovery Rider (GCRR) filings 
pursuant to 16 TAC §§ 25.239, 25.243, and 25.248, respectively, SWEPCO requests that the Commission: (1) set the Company’s current TCRF and DCRF to zero; and (2) 
establish in this docket the baseline values consisting of the inputs to the calculations that will be used to calculate SWEPCO’s TCRF, DCRF, and GCRR in future dockets. 

Persons with questions or who want more information on this Petition may contact SWEPCO at 428 Travis Street, Shreveport, Louisiana 71101, or call toll-free at (888) 
216-3523 during normal business hours.  A complete copy of the Petition and related filings is available for inspection at the address listed in the previous sentence.

Persons who wish to intervene in or comment upon these proceedings should notify the Commission as soon as possible, as an intervention deadline will be imposed. A 
request to intervene or for further information should be mailed to the Public Utility Commission of Texas, P.O. Box 13326, Austin, Texas 78711-3326. Further information 
may also be obtained by calling the Public Utility Commission at (512) 936-7120 or (888) 782-8477. Hearing- and speech-impaired individuals with text telephones (TTY) 
may contact the commission at (512) 936-7136. A request for intervention or for further information should refer to Docket No. 51415. The deadline for intervention in 
the proceeding is 45 days after the date the application was filed with the commission, unless otherwise provided by order of the presiding officer. The presiding officer for 
Docket No. 51415 has ordered an intervention deadline of February 10, 2021.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the preferred method for you to file your request for intervention or comments on the application is electronically, and you will be 
required to serve the request on other parties by email.  Therefore, please include your own email address on the intervention request.  Instructions for electronic filing via 
the “PUC Filer” on the Commission’s website can be found here:  https://interchange.puc.texas.gov/filer.  Instructions for using the PUC Filer are available at http://www.
puc.texas.gov/industry/filings/New_PUC_Web_Filer_Presentation.pdf. Once you obtain a tracking sheet associated with your filing from the PUC Filer, you may email the 
tracking sheet and the document you wish to file to: centralrecords@puc.texas.gov.  For assistance with your electronic filing, please contact the Commission’s Help Desk 
at (512) 936-7100 or helpdesk@puc.texas.gov. You can review materials filed in this docket on the PUC Interchange at: http://interchange.puc.texas.gov/. 

11.625x21
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GHS Friday 
graduation 
guidelines
Event live-streamed 
on GHS Facebook

Continued on Page 3

The Gladewater Fire Department accepted a check for $15,000 from the Texas A&M 
Forest Service last week. The money will be used to pay for much-needed equipment on 
the department’s brush truck. On hand for the check presentation were GFD firefighter 
Christian Allen, City Manager Ricky Tow, Chief Cory Crowell, Mayor J.D. Shipp, Captain 
John Moore, Engineer John McNevin, TFS RFC Josh Bardwell, Firefighter Chris Warren, 
Firefighter Dylan Lassen. See story on Page 6.          Photo by Jim Bardwell

CONGRATSCONGRATS
GHS GRADSGHS GRADS

PITTMAN

Guns, drugs 
seized in Union 

Grove arrest

The 2020 graduation ceremony 
will be held at Jack V. Murphy 
Stadium at 8 p.m. this Friday. 
The stadium will open at 7 p.m. 
Seniors will walk directly to their 
designated chairs on the field and 
remain seated until the ceremony 
begins. The graduation will be 
broadcast on the Jumbotron and 
will be live-streamed on the GHS 
Facebook page for those unable 
to attend.

Families will  follow all 
social distancing guidelines and 
proceed to the orange or white 
tables to turn in the state required 
COVID-19 quest ionnaire . 
Family tickets and questionnaire 
match the color of the table. 
The orange table is on the home 
side and the white table is on 
the visitor’s side. Families of 
seniors whose last names begin 
with A-N will sit on the home 
side. Families of seniors with last 
names beginning with 0-Z will sit 
on the visitor side.

There is no reserve seating. All 
students and guests in attendance 
m u s t  h a v e  a  c o m p l e t e d 
questionnaire in order to be 
permitted into the stadium. All 
guests must have tickets in order 

Hometown hero awards all 
GHS grads scholarships,
develops drug that fights 

blood cancers
By Suzanne Bardwell

The Bear Scholarship Godfather, 1985 GHS alum Dr. John Hood 
and his wife Sally, have for the second consecutive year offered all 
GHS graduates a $500 scholarship if they attend college. Six of the 
112 grads got a bigger boost for their futures. Four students have 

been honored with $2,500 renewable to $10,000 
scholarships. Those hardworking senior standouts 
are Daisey Bewley, Graci Hart, Bailey Smith 
and Ramzey Osteen. Two $10,000 scholarships 
renewable to $40,000 each were awarded to 
promising seniors Chris Houston and Ashley Lara.

“I strongly believe that talent is everywhere but 
opportunity isn’t,” Dr. Hood said last year in an 
interview with the Gladewater Mirror. “There are 

special people graduating from GHS, Sally and I wanted to help make 
sure they get the opportunity to get out into the world and see what 
they can become.”

Dr. Hood is recognized as a hero on a lot of levels. And not just to 
the GHS Classes of 2019 and 2020, but also to patients who have been 
impacted by the development of pharmaceutical drugs that address 
their diseases. Dr. Hood’s journey from Gladewater where he grew 

DR. HOOD

According to a press release 
from the Upshur County Sheriff’s 
Office released Friday, on May 
28, 2020, the Upshur County 

S h e r i f f ’ s 
Office’s Special 
Investigations 
Unit executed a 
search warrant 
at 9955 Union 
Grove Rd as 
the result of 
a n  o n g o i n g 

investigation into the alleged sale 
of narcotics. The search resulted 
in the seizure of 42 grams of 
Methamphetamine, 14 ounces of 
Marijuana, 119 grams of Ecstasy, 
17 firearms and almost $3000.00 
in cash.

So far, 3 of the firearms have 
been confirmed stolen by serial 
number. The circumstances of the 
other guns are being investigated.

A two way portable police 
radio was also recovered with 

UGHS Class of 2020,
Thank you for a great year! You all 

did amazing things in only seven short 
months. However, I am most proud of your 
perseverance and determination to finish 
this year strong. In a time of great adversity, 
I witnessed all of you demonstrate kindness, 
thankfulness and resilience.  I have no doubt 
that all of you will go on to do great things, 
and I look forward to hearing about your 
accomplishments.

As you close the door on one chapter 
of your life, another chapter begins. Each 
day is like a page in a book, and you are 
the author,  make the most of it. You can 
do whatever you set out to do and if, along 
the way you need guidance or support, our 
door is always open to you. Union Grove 
ISD will always be your home, and you are 
always welcome. 

We wish you the best as you embark on 
the next phase of your journey. Make each 
day count, work hard, be kind and remember 
you are a Union Grove Lion!

Best Wishes,
Kelly Moore

Gladewater High School seniors beat back COVID-19, which took away their last quarter of school and traditional events like prom, and took to 
the streets Friday night for a Graduation Parade and was met by parents, family and friends who lined along the way celebrating their seniors’ 
accomplishment. Valedictorian Elizabeth Fortenberry led the way in the parade. This Friday, June 5, at 8 p.m. graduation ceremonies will be 
held at Jack V. Murphy Stadium for ticketed guests of seniors. Social distancing will be observed and masks are encouraged. See more photos 
inside.                         Photo by Jim Bardwell

Valedictorian Hannah Carter and the Union Grove Class of 2020 celebrated their senior year at graduation ceremonies held Monday.
Photos by Kim Hill
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Elaine Osteen observes COVID-19 CDC recommendations 
for grocery shopping by wearing her mask and social 
distancing. It is still necessary to practice precautions 
to ensure that the most vulnerable in our communities 
remain protected.                Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Welcome friends, family, GHS faculty, board, and class of 2020. 
We’ve made it. Even through this pandemic, we made it. Sure, it’s 
definitely not the senior year we expected, but we’ve made the most 
of it. I want to thank all the teachers of Gladewater High School for 
trying to make the rest 
of the year as normal 
as it could be. Coach 
Clark, I didn’t think 
I would say it, but 
explicating all those 
poems was actually 
kind of fun. Reading 
Frankenstein actually 
captivated my interest, 
and my little brother’s 
because I made him 
read it with me. You’re 
welcome, Nathan. I love you. 

To all my fellow classmates, thank you for these past four years. 
It has been wild. From freshman to senior year, we’ve been through 
a lot together. From random cafeteria fights to crazy projects, high 
school sure has been one heck of a ride. There are so many people to 
thank, and so many memories to share, but so little time.

Hannah Ballard, I loved being a part of our little hype squad at 
football games. Also, bop bop. 

Bethanie, I love how often teachers mixed us up. You are amazing 
and I’m glad if I got mixed up for someone else, that it was you.

Ramzey, everybody get mad in 3,2,1. No but seriously, you are 
awesome and classes with you were always pretty epic.

Logan, my dude, I will never forget the first 10 amendments thanks 
to our silly video. 

Aubrey, I will never forget us being dumb together in 7th period 
and making tik toks sometimes. You are just so blunt and honest, and 
I live for it.

Heavyn, you are the sweetest human that I have ever met, and I’m 
glad we got closer this year. You are as beautiful as a butterfly, and I 
know that you will do good things in life.

TJ, what can I say? You’ve always been there to make me laugh. 
Especially at lunch. You were an amazing knight and I’m excited to see 

Continued on Page 8

Good evening friends, family, faculty and of course, the graduating 
class of 2020. To our friends and family, we are honored you were 
able to join us. A few short weeks ago we feared we would be having 
our graduation via Zoom; since then, we’ve been elated to hear that 
not only would we be having an in-person graduation, but would also 
be able to have six guests join us. That means to our class, you are 
some of the most influential people in our lives. If no one has told you 
lately, you are essential. 

To our administration, we sincerely thank you for finding a 
way to give us this opportunity and closure. It means so much 
to us that you have 
jumped through hoops 
to make sure that this 
graduation happened. 
To our teachers, thank 
you for being dedicated 
to our education and, 
in what seemed to be 
overnight, transformed 
the way you teach, 
present, communicate 
a n d  m o t i v a t e  t o 
approximately 500 
students. 

To our graduating class… I know many of you, much like myself, 
have felt mixed emotions during all this. Salty. Disappointed. 
Heartbroken. Unfinished. Defeated. Discouraged.  Robbed. Lost.  
Allow yourself to feel those things.  Process those emotions, but then 
let them go and hold onto something greater. Hope. 

Relish this moment as it is a moment that almost didn’t happen. 
If there is anything that I have learned since the day our world 
turned upside down, take nothing for granted, leave nothing unsaid; 
remember that tomorrow is not promised. None of us had any idea 
our last moments would be our last; our last lunch with friends, our 
last performance, our last game, our last time to walk down those 
hallways and out those doors. We had no idea we would never have 
a senior prom. Cherish everything. We all loved social media, until 
it was our only platform for being social. Put down your phones, 
drink in the moment, the lights, your family, your friends, your tribe. 

Approximately 18 years ago, when the world was blessed with 
our presence, our nation had just been through one of the greatest 
tragedies our country has ever known and here we are, at our rite of 
passage into adulthood, again overcoming great tragedy.  Just as we 
did after 9/11, I am confident that we will rise from the ashes stronger, 
braver, more compassionate, and more determined to succeed. 

The last three months do not define our high school career, our 
senior year, or where we are heading. The last three months have 

ELIZABETH 
FORTENBERRY

ABIGAIL 
TOWNSEND

How COVID-19 will affect 
Gladewater’s bottomline

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp and city 
manager Ricky Tow met with down-
town merchants last Friday to discuss 
reopening the public restrooms. The re-
strooms have been closed ever since the 
COVID-19 Pandemic arrived in Texas and 
Texas Gov. Gregg Abbott closed down 
businesses across the state.
Most Gladewater downtown merchants 
do not have public restrooms and now 
that Gov. Abbott has reopened business-
es local merchants have been asking the 
city to reopen the public restrooms for 
the convenience of their shoppers.
The city and local merchants decided to 
work together in reopening and keeping 
the facilities clean for shoppers, adher-
ing to CDC rules pertaining to COVID-19 
concerns.                 Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Jim Bardwell
Governor Greg Abbott, in repsonse  to a letter from members of the 

Texas Democratic Congressional Delegation regarding tax burdens 
on Texans, recently voiced his support of lessening the tax burden on 
Texans by local governments like the City of Gladewater.

Abbott pointed out that local governments -  not the State of Texas 
- set the property tax rates.

“Property owners shouldn’t be saddled with rising property taxes
while dealing with a pandemic,” said Governor Abbott. “As a result, 
local governments, who set property tax rates, should find ways to 
reduce the tax burden on Texans. Whether we’re facing times of 
challenge or times of prosperity—raising taxes on the people of Texas 
is never the answer.”

While Gov. Abbott’s push to curb potential tax hikes by local 
governments is a plus for taxpayers, it is sure to put cities and counties 
in a bind as each struggles to maintain expected services at a time 
when extreme belt tightening has been the norm for several years.

Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp said as the city begins preparing next 
years’s 2020-2021 budget, he is “apprehensive about the upcoming 
budget.  There is a level of uncertainty that has not existed heading 

Continued on Page 7

By Suzanne Bardwell
On a muggy June 5, Friday night in Jack V. Murphy Stadium at 8 

p.m. the culmination of 13 years of learning, play, competition and
growth was celebrated with the Gladewater High School Class of
2020. Born during the year that 9/11 occurred, and lucky to have an
in-person graduation during the COVID-19 pandemic thanks to the
herculean efforts of GISD administration and staff, the graduates were 
at last celebrated after missing out on the last two and half months
of their senior year.

“Not having a face-to-face ceremony was never an option,” Supt. 
Sedric Clark said. “After completing 13 years of school and after 
having their senior year cut short by the pandemic, our graduates 
deserved to have the ceremony. Celebrating them was of the utmost 
importance to us.”

The families in attendance were seated on both sides of the stadium 
with families together and social distanced from other families. 
National Honor Society President Chris Houston gave the welcome 

GHS graduation not 
stopped by COVID-19

followed by a prayer offered by Class Historian Bethanie Longmire.
Salutatorian Abby Grace Townsend delivered a reflective speech 

that gave context to the unusual experiences of the Class of 2020 
which included the following closing.

“In all seriousness, how fitting is it that the Class of 2020 is the class 
that holds the clarity and vision to see the things that are important 
in life? Love big. Push forward. Find your passion. Take nothing 
for granted. Above all, be proud of the name you make for yourself. 
Know that always, this community, your tribe, Bear Nation, will be 
rooting you on. Hold on to what we have learned the last several 
weeks. Whether we are together or apart, we are all in this together.”

The Top 10 percent were recognized by GHS Counselor Brandy 
Humphreys. Those students in order of rank are: Elizabeth Fortenberry, 
Abigail Grace Townsend, Bethanie Longmire, Ashley Lara, Zoie 
Pilgrim, Jacob Weaver, Daisey Bewley, Chloe Caldemeyer, Chris 
Houston, Lily Cahal and Victoria Perry.

Continued on Page 7
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $5,692.23 $5,127.49 11.01% $35,688.16 $27,505.75 29.74%
Easton 1.000% $3,259.79 $2,976.92 9.50% $21,013.58 $12,570.62 67.16%
Gladewater 1.500% $90,951.92 $85,161.25 6.79% $603,972.82 $516,427.97 16.95%
Kilgore 1.500% $447,349.32 $801,239.51 -44.16% $3,813,439.18 $5,107,217.36 -25.33%
Lakeport 1.500% $17,359.98 $19,765.49 -12.17% $107,837.90 $107,473.75 0.33%
Longview 1.500% $2,182,633.37 $2,841,649.95 -23.19% $16,287,072.73 $17,135,328.42 -4.95%
Warren City 1.000% $1,290.98 $1,701.40 -24.12% $8,509.72 $10,542.24 -19.27%
White Oak 1.500% $86,464.39 $106,049.21 -18.46% $518,571.96 $570,788.70 -9.14%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $23,413.48 $16,769.84 39.61% $112,077.85 $104,445.24 7.30%
East Mountain 1.000% $3,717.25 $2,364.73 57.19% $21,138.48 $16,748.56 26.21%
Gilmer 1.500% $181,488.82 $149,340.96 21.52% $1,041,131.93 $935,669.84 11.27%
Ore City 1.500% $18,752.97 $16,398.89 14.35% $108,380.33 $93,225.10 16.25%
Union Grove 1.000% $379.24 $661.20 -42.64% $2,020.88 $2,738.16 -26.19%

Sales tax revenue up 6.79%
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar on June 10 announced his office would send 

cities, counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $690.4 million 
in local sales tax allocations for the month of June.

The revenue to be distributed is 11.7% less than the amount distributed in June 
2019, a decline Hegar attributed to social distancing statewide in April. The June 
2020 allocation percentages, based on sales made in April by businesses that 
report tax monthly, break down as follows: cities, down 11.1%; counties, down 
7.2%; transit systems, down 17.4%; and special purpose districts, down 4.4%.

Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, widespread social distancing requirements 
were in place across much of the state in April, leading to the steepest year-over-
year decline in allocations since September 2009. While most cities’ numbers went 
down, Gladewater’s sales tax revenue went up 6.79-percent compared to last year at 
this time - $90,951.92 compared to $85,161.25 in 2019. And the city’s totals were 
well above last year by 16.95-percent -  $603,972.82 compared to $516,427.97.

Clarksville City also went up 11.01-percent while White Oak posted a 
-18.46-percent decline. Warren City also posted a -24.12-percent slip..

Continued on Page 8
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Upshur to regulate game rooms like Gov. Abbott regulates bars

COVID-19 
up locally

By Jim Bardwell 
and Phillip Williams

Gladewater reported another 
positive case of COVID-19 
Monday, bring the total number 
of cases to five for the city.”

“The city of Gladewater has 
a new confirmed positive case 
within the Upshur County region 
of our community,” Mayor J.D. 
Shipp announced Monday. “This 
results in the following within the 
city limits of Gladewater:

Confirmed Positives     5
Recovered Cases          4
Active Cases                 1
“While mitigation strategies 

are becoming less restrictive 
to our actions, the pandemic is 
not over.  Continue to practice 
social distancing and following 
current CDC guidelines to protect 
yourself and others from the 
spread of this virus.”

As of Monday, Gregg County 
had 285 total cases of COVID-19 
with 173 active cases being 
reported by the Northeast Texas 
Public Health  District.

Upshur County now has 40 
confirmed cases of the COVID-19 
virus, including 22 active and 18 
recoveries, county Emergency 
Management  Coord ina to r 
Marc Nichols told the county 

The Gladewater Museum hosted a special 
event in the Rodeo Annex Saturday for area 
rodeo lovers. Director Elaine Roddy read the 
‘Cowboys’ Prayer’ and Boy Scout Troop 198 
presented the flags and led the pledge. Glade-
water Mayor J.D. Shipp read a Proclamation 
proclaiming June 13 a day of celebration for 
“The Rodeo That Almost Happened” since 
the rodeo was canceled due to the COVID-19 
Pandemic. Former rodeo association presi-
dent James Moore shared rodeo stories with 
attendees. Jamie Cook was the winner of the 
Rodeo Annex Quiz! It was a wonderful oppor-
tunity to share Gladewater’s Rodeo History 
with visitors. Rodeo scholarship winners were 
announced - Maci Brooke Childress - Big San-
dy ISD, Luke Thomas Davidson - Union Grove 
ISD, Audrey Nolan - Gilmer ISD and Bailey Ni-
cole Smith - Gladewater ISD.  

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners 

Court on Monday approved 
applying to game rooms whatever 
regulations Gov. Greg Abbott may 
order concerning the reopening of 
bars and taverns.

The court on March 23 ordered 
such rooms in the county closed 
as a precaution against the 
COVID-19 virus, but County 
Judge Todd Tefteller issued a 
June 4 directive letting them 
re-open at up to 50% of their 
customer capacity. In the order, 
he said he did so because Abbott 
allowed bars and saloons to do 
the same, and the judge said he 

considered game rooms to be 
similar operations to those.

Tefteller’s order also requires 
the gaming establishments to 
“socially distance” customers at 
least six feet apart between games 
and outside, as well as operate 
within regulations set by the 
court in late February, and follow 
state health protocols applicable 
to bars. 

Sheriff Larry Webb told the 
court only three of the county’s 
19 game rooms are currently 
operating.

Concerning his directive, 
Tefteller said citizens had wanted 
to know when such establishments 

would re-open and that he could 
not see “treating them any worse 
than a saloon or tavern.” In 
addition, “We just didn’t have 
a justification to keep them all 
closed” for “political reasons.”

The court took no action on an 
agenda item to ratify Tefteller’s 
June 4 directive, but it remains in 
effect. He said he put the matter 
on the agenda only because “I 
was being nice” since he was 
unsure a vote on ratifying was 
necessary.

Webb, meanwhile, told the 
court a hearing is set for 9 a.m. 
June 23 on Harry Fox’s appeal 
of the sheriff’s office denying 

Continued on Page 8

Celebrating 30 years of service as an educator, GISD 
Coordinator of Community Relations and 1985 Bear alum, 
Darren Richardson’s retirement reception was held Monday 
at the newly renovated Broadway Campus board room with 
a packed house. Richardson’s career led through GHS to the 
University of North Texas where he played bassoon in the band 
and was a vocal major. He received his Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of North Texas in 1990. Richardson spent 10 years as 
an elementary music teacher in Tyler ISD before coming home 
to Gladewater where he has served as choir teacher, Fine Arts 
Director, GHS Assistant Principal, Weldon Elementary Principal 
and culminating his career in the GISD community relations 
position.
Richardson also teaches private piano and voice lessons, is 
a member of the Gladewater Rotary Club and a Chamber of 
Commerce Director. His music career was built on God-given 
talent that saw him receive All State Choir honors as a high 
school student. During his career as a choir director he helped 
many other students strive for that goal. Richardson plans to 
continue his work with his private students and is considering 
sharing his music educator talents by working part-time in 
the future. Richardson was gifted with a rocking chair and a 
commemorative plaque in recognition of his years of service to 
the district.  Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

his application to open three such 
rooms. 

(Under the regulations the 
court approved in February, 
gaming rooms must submit such 
applications. The court appointed 
former Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Don Gross as hearing officer for 
appeals of application denials).

The sheriff’s office recently 
said it denied Fox’s applications, 
and had launched a criminal 
investigation of him, after he 
falsely stated on the documents 
that he made certain donations 
to that office and three city police 
departments. 

U p s h u r  C o u n t y  C r i m e 

Stoppers, a private organization, 
made the donations instead and 
confirmed Fox donated funds to 
it, said Sheriff’s Chief Deputy 
David Hazel.

In other business Monday, 
the court approved seeking 
slightly more than $32,000 in 
state “coronavirus emergency 
supplemental funding” to provide 
special “negative pressure cells” 
in the county jail for prisoners 
with COVID-19 and other 
contagious diseases.

Webb said such cells allow 
quarantining inmates inasmuch 
as air is pulled from the cells 
and does not circulate back into 

the jail. He also said that type 
cell could hold more than one 
prisoner.

In other action Monday, the 
court voted to table approving a 
licensing agreement with NET 
Data Corporation, a firm which 
provides computer software and 
collection services.

The court wants a two-year 
agreement with NET Data, whose 
services have drawn mixed 
reviews from county officials, 
instead of a five-year pact. 
Tefteller, noting he and Precinct 2 
Commissioner Dustin Nicholson 
recently met with representatives 

GISD Calendar start 
changed to Aug. 12

By Suzanne Bardwell
With a full plate of business items and reports for the June meeting, 

GISD board members voted to alter the 2020-2021 school calendar. 
Asst. Supt. Dr. Cliff Lightfoot presented a proposed a revised student 
start date from Aug. 17 to Aug. 12 and for teachers from Aug.10 to 
Aug. 5.

“This will add three instructional days to the school year, padding 
our instructional minutes in case we have to close temporarily due to 
further COVID concerns,” Dr. Lightfoot said.

According to Dr. Lightfoot the benefits of the calendar revision 
include additional face-to-face instructional time for students at a 
time when learning gaps will likely be wider than usual; give GISD 
more flexibility if school closure locally becomes necessary and it will 
reduce the likelihood of extending the school year into June, 2021 to 
make up missed school days. Board members approved the revised 
calendar 5-0 with Jon Keller and George Glenn absent.

Board members also approved a budget amendment from existing 
funds for a $75,068 payment to Upshur County Coop because of 
service costs resulting from school closure issues.

Supt. Sedric Clark reported on the study to reduce bus routes 
eliminating pick up of students living within one mile of their school 
campus because of a shortage of bus drivers. Transportation Director 
Steve McFarland presented a report on possible fuel savings if the 
district installed its own diesel and gas fuel station. The proposal 
suggested a tank lease option that requires the district to expend 
money only on lighting, security cameras and securing the station at 
a cost of $1,500. McFarland said he has spoken to the County Fire 
Marshall about the suggested site and that it was distanced from 
nearby homes and structures.

McFarland said that only one district employee would fuel vehicles 
recording a ticket for each fill. He said that monthly savings could 
be over $2,000. He also said that after one year of purchasing from 
the company maintaining the tanks, fuel could be purchased from 
any company. The initial proposed cost would be 22 cents above the 

The Gladewater City Council will 
discuss a lease proposal between the 
city and the Union Pacific Railroad 
concerning land along the downtown 
tracks at Thursday’s 6 p.m. meeting.

The Union Pacific is asking the city to 
renegotiate its lease and the two parties 
have been hashing out the dollar value 
of the lease for several months. The 
railroad is asking for more money.

In other action, the council is expected 
to:

* Approve a blanket permit from the 
First United Methodist Church for a 
Pastor Appreciation Parade to be held 
Saturday, June 20.

* Conduct a public hearing and 
possibly approve a request regarding 
a  zoning  change  reques t  f rom 
neighborhood shopping to light industrial 

for a distillery 105 Broadway Avenue; and a 
request to rename a portion of E. Upshur 
Avenue to N. Mill Street; and a specific use 
permit for a request to sell beer and wine at 
Booshay’s located at 103 N. Main Street.

The council will also consider  board 
appointments/reappointments – Airport, Ball 
Park, Beautification, Board of Adjustments, 
Cemetery, GEDCO, Lake, Library, Planning 
& Zoning Commission.

A proposed donation of Lots 22, 23, 24, 
25, 26 and 27, Block 5, of the Briar Wood 
subdivision, Lots 1, 13 and 14, Block 3, of 
the Briar Wood subdivision, and 0 50’ portion 
of proposed street Briar Wood Drive will also 
be reviewed.

The Baseball Association and Softball 
Association is asking for credit towards next 
year’s lease due to shortened season because 
of COVID-19.

Public hearings on council agenda
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By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater City Council 

came away from Thursday’s 
monthly meeting a little bit better 
off than it was going in as John 
Paul and Beverly Tallent donated 
nine lots of land to the city and 
offered to pay to re-carpet the 
council chambers.

The former mayor said the 
couple had recently visited city 
hall and was impressed with the 
new look city employees had 
worked to develop by repainting 
the inside. But the new paint 
made the old carpet look out of 
place, so the decided to pitch in 
and pay for up to $5,000 in new 
flooring for the council chamber.

The council accepted the 
Tallent’s generous offer Thursday 
night and decided to re-floor the 
rest of City Hall. The additional 
work will cost less than $10,000.

In addition to the new carpet, 
the Tallents also donated nine 
lots from an undeveloped section 
of land they owned and had 

previously planned to turn into 
a subdivision. But as a full 
disclosure  - Mr. Tallent told 
the council he was making the 
donation to get the nine lots off 
his personal tax roll after the 
Gregg County Appraisal District 
increased each lot’s values from 
$500 to $15,000. He told the 
council he had challenged the 
appraisal and got no relief, so he 
decided to let the city have it.

Council woman Karla Byrd 
thanked Tallent for his up front 
reason for offering the donation  
and the council voted to accept 
the land, which  adjacent to 
Everett Park and will allow the 
city to possibly expand the park 
in the future.

In other business Thursday 
night, the council voted to hire a 
land appraiser to see how much 
land owned by the Union Pacific 
Railroad along the downtown 
tracks is worth.

For several months the Union 
Pacific has been asking the city 

Council makes city board appointments,
accepts generous land, carpet donations

United THEY Stood ...United THEY Stood ...

to renegotiate its lease of the 
downtown property currently 
used by the city for parking and 
the public restrooms.  The two 
parties have been going back 
and forth on the negotiations. 
The railroad is asking for more 
money.

In other action, the council 
approved a blanket permit from 
the First United Methodist Church 
for a Pastor Appreciation Parade 
that was held last Saturday.

The council also held public 
hearings and approved requests 
to rename a portion of E. Upshur 
Avenue by Broadway School to 
N. Mill Street and a specific use 
permit for a request to sell beer 
and wine at Booshay’s located at 
103 N. Main Street.

The council  also made city board 
appointments and reappointments 
to the following boards:

Airport: Mark Carpenter, 
Terry Bewley, and David Sorrells 
were reappointed.  Steven Shore 
was appointed to fill a vacancy.  

J.D. Clark was appointed as 
alternate.

Beautification: Todd Clifton, 
Suzanne  Bardwel l ,  Tracy 
McKnight, and Matt Ruesing 
were reappointed.  Vabbie 
Fortson and Greta Matthews 
were appointed to fill vacancies.

Board of Adjustments: Jerry 
Stone, J.L. Elder, and Weldon 
Davis were reappointed.  Colt 
Edwards will fill a vacancy.

Lake: Rocky Hawkins, Mark 
Wittig, Jim St. John, and Jim 
Valentine were reappointed.

Planning & Zoning: Mark 
Friend, Harry Sutphen, Tameka 
Gordon, and Sheila Faggans were 
reappointed.

G l a d e w a t e r  E c o n o m i c 
Development  Cooperat ion 
r eappo in tmen t s  we re  no t 
approved because there was 
confusion between the city and 
GEDCO as to who’s term was up.

The council also decided to 

Families who are struggling because of the COVID-19 
economic downturn are encouraged to come by the 
Manna House Food Ministry on Mondays, Wednesdays 
or Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. Family food boxes 
help stretch dollars and provide much needed staples 
and food items for families in need. Please bring 
proof of residence with a Gladewater zip code. Manna 
House is located in the southwest corner of City Hall 
on Hwy. 80.                        Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
By Phillip Williams

Suspects remained jailed on murder charges Monday in connnection 
with two unrelated shootings in rural Upshur County last week, said 
Sheriff Larry Webb’s office.

In the first incident, Matthew Gregory Harris, 36, of Gilmer, is 
charged with killing Michial Clint Moses, 45, 
of Gilmer last Thursday morning at a home in 
Rhonesboro community, said Webb.

In the second, Dylan Lee Baker, 22, of Gilmer, 
is charged with shooting Michael Jermaine 
Odom, 29, of Longview, early Saturday at 
a residence on Texas 154 east of Gilmer, 
authorities said. 

In both cases, the suspect and the victim knew 
each other, said sheriff’s Chief Deputy David 
Hazel.

Harris was in county jail at Gilmer Monday under $500,000 bond 
set by Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace Lyle Potter, and Baker was under 
$1 million bond set by Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Rhonda Welch, 
said James Grunden, chief deputy of the jail.

In a news release, Webb gave these details surrounding the first 
incident:

The sheriff’s office responded about 7:40 a.m. to a report of a 
shooting at a residence in the 200 block of Private Road 3051. When 
deputies arrived, witnesses told them the victim was being taken to the 
UT Health Quitman hospital by private vehicle and that the shooter 
had left the scene.

Deputies found and arrested Harris at a home in the 300 block of 
Private Road 4351. Hazel said that site is about five miles from the 
shooting scene. 

Wood County Precinct 1 Justice of the Peace Tony Gilbreath said he 
pronounced Moses dead at the hospital after doctors ruled time of death 

at 8:18 a.m. Gilbreath said Monday an autopsy he 
ordered performed at Forensic Medical of Texas 
outside Tyler showed a provisional finding that 
the death was a homicide caused by a gunshot 
wound which punctured the aorta and the heart’s 
right atrium. Results of a toxicology test on 
Moses were pending, Gilbreath added.

In a separate news release from the one on the 
first shooting, Webb gave these details on the 
second incident:

Deputies responded to a shooting call in the 
2500 block of the highway about 12:15 a.m. and found Odom lying 
in the driveway with a gunshot wound in the chest. Emergency 
medical services transported him to Longview Regional Medical 
Center, where Gregg County Precinct 4 Justice of the Peace Robby 
Cox pronounced him dead.

Baker was at the residence when deputies arrived, and was arrested. 
The site is about 2.5 miles from Gilmer, Hazel said.

Cox ordered an autopsy on Odom, which was performed Monday, 
but the sheriff’s office had not yet received results as of that afternoon, 
the chief deputy added. He said he did not yet know Odom’s time 
of death. 

Arrests made in Upshur County shootings

BAKER

By Suzanne Bardwell
Powerful prayers and evidence of striking community unity were 

at the heart of Friday’s Juneteenth prayer vigil held at Gladewater 
City Hall’s parking area with well over 100 community members in 
attendance.

“Thank God for the reason to assemble for prayer, for intense prayer 
for our nation, our state and our communities,” New Hope Baptist 
Pastor Emmitt Pettigrew said in the opening prayer. “It is good that 
we can gather in a peaceful manner. Pray for yourself, your neighbors 
and your co-workers.”

Unity in the Community Prayer Vigil draws 100+
The gathering included 14 speakers leading prayers in the hour 

long community service. Darnisha Davis Ifeoma passed out masks 
which she said were a mission to bless the community. The masks 
were accompanied by a handout that encouraged crowd members to 
mask up and protect each other.

“I am so proud to see all our participants here today,” Mayor Pro-
Tem Sonny Anderson said. “We want all of you to pray and you can 
pray without opening your mouths. Just pray and let God get the glory.”

Anderson was followed by Mayor JD Shipp who said that despite 
the COVID-19 concerns the gathering needed to be held because it 

held “great purpose”.
“Gladewater consists of many wonderful people from all walks of 

life and all professions,” Shipp said. “Gladewater is a family of people. 
Given the size of our community, it certainly should be. We should all 
know one another, we should all feel both comfort and trust among 
us. This is our home…a home consisting of brothers and sisters of 
colors white, black, brown and blue.”

Shipp went on to address the national discussion of lives that matter.
“To our entire family, I acknowledge that it is our black brothers and 

HARRIS

Workers prepare this hallway at City Hall for a new floor 
covering made possible by a generous donation by John 
Paul and Beverly Tallent.

Photo by Jim Bardwell
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Gladewater city officials provided the latest official county 
information for the week ending on August 7, 2020 on Fruday.

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp said the information is based on cases 
found only within the city limits of Gladewater. He pointed out that 
Gladewater’s mailing addresses do exist beyond the city limits. 

“Also be aware that confirmed cases may be immediately known 
by family members and not yet found within the official reporting 
by Upshur and Gregg Counties. This is due to the processing time of 
that information to reach these Emergency Management Officials. 

“Please continue to practice social distancing and follow CDC 
guidelines. Remember we are all in this together,” Shipp said.

Upshur County had recorded 229 confirmed COVID-19 cases, three 
of them fatal, as of late Monday afternoon, said county Emergency 
Management Coordinator Marc Nichols.

Some three new non-fatal cases in the rural unincorporated part of 
the county were reported that day, he said.Thirty-one of the 229 total 
have been in the Upshur County portion of Gladewater, including 16 
(one of them fatal) at a nursing home and one at an assisted living 
center, Nichols said. Of the 31, 26 recovered and four cases were still 
active Monday, he said.

The coordinator said he believed only one nursing home patient’s 
case remained active. The person in the assisted living facility 
recovered, he said. The nursing home patient who died was a man 
between ages 70 and 80, Nichols said recently. He said the other deaths 
involved a woman between the ages of 90 and 100 who resided in 
a Gilmer assisted living facility, and a male rural resident between 
75 and 85.

On their first last day of school at Union Grove ISD, seniors 
Carlos Escobedo and Ashley Hart were as prepared as 
they could be for a year like no other they had experienced.
“Personally I am concerned and wonder if schools should 
have waited longer,” Hart said. “Everybody needs to take 
this seriously.”
Despite pandemic concerns that are common to teachers, 
parents and students throughout the state the two 
seniors were ready to tackle their last year of school with 
enthusiasm.                 Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Union Grove Elementary School was 
a beehive of activity Monday morning 

on the first day of school. Orderly lines 
under the watchful eye of the crossing 

guard, Dean of Students Chris Wayt and 
the district’s resource officer, teachers 
unloaded students with efficiency and 

warm welcoming words.  
Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Council proposes - ‘Year of the Roads’
By Jim Bardwell

The Gladewater City Council will hold a public hearing regarding 
the proposed budget and proposed tax rate for fiscal year 2021 on 
Thursday, August 20 at 6:00 p.m. at Gladewater City Hall.

The proposed tax rate is $0.751562, which is slightly higher than 
the current tax rate of $0.74449. The proposed rate will only give 
the city the same amount of tax revenue as this year due to declining 
mineral values. 

The proposed budget calls for 2020’s revenue to be $8,495,515 
- $4,389,821 from Maintenance and Operation Fund (M&O) and 
$3,926,341 from Interest and Sinking Fund (I&S), while expenses will 
be $8,361,428  - $4,326,187 in M&O and  $3,926,341 in I&S, leaving 
a cushion of $63,634 - which is much better than the $13 contingency 
fund the city wound up with two years ago. 

During last week’s budget workshop councilman Kevin Clark 

proposed the city focus on infrastructure - primarily the streets and 
potholes. Clark said 2020-21 should be the “Year of the Roads.”

He and other council members said everyone knows the city’s streets 
are in serious need of repair. Clark also said the city has talked about 
fixing potholes for years, but each time some expensive repairs occur 
and road repair money has to go elsewhere.

He said it is time for the city to actually fix the roads, which are 
a reflection of the city. He pointed to Hendricks Street as a prime  
example - saying many visitors to Gladewater travel that shoddy 
roadway on their way to the high school and sporting events. 

As a cost-saving measure for citizens, the council proposed dropping 
the $25 fee for a burn permit. Councilman Ferrell Alexander said it 
wasn’t right to charge people to burn in their yards. Gladewater Fire 
Chief Cory Crowell pointed out that most Texas cities don’t allow 
burning at all in the city limits. A final plan will be discussed later.

Arts & Crafts Festival 
gets OK from city

Grab your mask and hand sanitizer, the 47th Annual Arts and Crafts 
Festival sponsored by the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce is a GO.

The Gladewater City Council approved the chamber hosting the 
event at Thursday’s special council meeting. Chamber president Lois 
Reed and chamber manager Marsha Valdetero presented a detailed 
plan for promoting social distancing and other CDC guidelines. 

Gladewater Fire Chief Cory Crowell obtained permission from  the 
district coordinator for the Texas Division of Emergency Management 
(TDEM) for the event to be held Sept. 19-20 on the Broadway School 
Campus, 200 Broadway Ave., under the following conditions:

* Masks are required to be worn by attendees
* Directional flow of attendees defined by signage
* Social distancing
* Vendor spacing to accommodate social distancing 
If you want a booth call 903-845-5501.

By Phillip Williams
SULPHUR SPRINGS--Nine Upshur County Republican Party 

officials participated in an unusual special election Saturday in which 
GOP officials from the Fourth Congressional District chose Pat Fallon 
as the party’s nominee for the district’s U.S. House seat vacated by 
John Ratcliffe’s recent resignation.

Fallon, a state senator from Prosper, overwhelmingly defeated 11 
opponents who were nominated from the floor, drawing 82 votes while 
runner-up Jason Ross, who was Ratcliffe’s onetime district chief of 
staff, received 34 of the 145 cast, The Texas Tribune reported. 

Only other candidate to reach double-digits was Atlanta Mayor 
Travis Ransom, who got 16, the online publication and Upshur County 
Republican Chairman DeBorah Bankston Deaz reported. Voting were 
members of the Congressional District Executive Committee for 
Congressional District 4, she said.

Only county Republican chairmen and GOP precinct chairmen who 
live in the district and were elected to their offices in the party’s March 
3 primary to take office Aug. 3 were eligible to vote, although Fallon 
himself does not reside in the district. He faces Democrat Russell 
Foster in the Nov. 3 general election.

Saturday’s election came after Gov. Greg Abbott declined to call 
a special public election for filling the rest of Ratcliffe’s unexpired 
term, the Tribune said. (Ratcliffe resigned to become U.S. director 
of national intelligence in President Trump’s administration). His 
successor will take office in January, the online publication reported.

Ten Upshur County GOP officials were eligible to attend Saturday’s 
election as voters, but one, John Ussery, was unable to, said Deaz. 
Besides herself, she said, county precinct chairmen participating 
included Jesse Loffer, Blanton Dawson, Jackie Oliver, Charlie Pelezo, 
Lewis Miller, Mickey Denton, Stacy McMahan and Madaline Barber.

Fallon picked as nominee 
for Ratcliffe’s House seat 
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Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send 
cities, counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts 
$908.7 million in local sales tax allocations for August, 3.6 percent 
more than in August 2019. These allocations are based on sales made 
in June by businesses that report tax monthly and on sales made in 
April, May and June by quarterly filers.

Widespread social distancing requirements were more relaxed 
across the state in June than in previous months.

For the fist time this year Gladewater’s sales tax revenue dipped into 
the red 14.16-percent. But for the year, Gladewater remains strong at 
9.52-percent for the year over last year’s numbers.

Gladewater’s sales tax revenue was $111,446.51 compared to 
$129,839.96 for the -14.16 percent posting. For the year Gladewater’s 
sales tax revenue stands at $799,208.30. When compared to last 
year’s $729,711.96, Gladewater is holding at 9.52 percent above 
2019 revenue.

Clarksville City went up - soaring 94.59-percent, and White Oak 
posted a 25.54-percent jump in sales tax revenue. Warren City went 
up by 9.03-percent, while Kilgore slipped to a -29.74-percent.

Continued on Page 6

Local sales tax revenue 
dips to -14.16 percent

Texas Die 
Casting 
closes

Texas Die Casting, which  was 
started in Gladewater in 1984 by 
John Patrick with a 28,000 square 
foot manufacturing facility on 
south Loop 485, has closed its 
doors.

According to Gladewater city 
officials, employees were let 
go the first week of August and 
there are no plans to reopen 
the facility. At the time of the 
closure it was estimated 80 people 
were employed by Texas Die 
Casting. Patrick retired and sold 
the company in 2007.

It is estimated more than half 
of the employees who included 
machin i s t s ,  f in i shers  and 
maintenance workers live in or  
just outside Gladewater.

Texas Die Casting ranked 
behind Gladewater ISD, with 300 
employees, as the second-largest 
employer in Gladewater. 

“I was saddened to learn of 
the closing of Texas Die Casting 
last week,” said Gladewater 
Mayor JD Shipp. “This was 
initially a locally owned and 
operated business. The late John 
Patrick was very involved with 
the city during his tenure as 

With her second place NTPGA trophy almost as big as 
she is, Elizabeth Harris of Sabine hefts it proudly after the 
results of the 2-day NTPGA Summer Series Championship. 
Elizabeth competed against Metro and West area golfers. 
Elizabeth had a 97-stroke game just one stroke over first 
place winner Jillian Chu of Frisco. Third place was Ada 
Schmedes of Tijeras, New Mexico with a score of 101. The 
Sabine third grader qualified for the invitational tourney 
by being the East Texas Prep Champion.
“My husband, Matthew, is a Wounded Warrior who 
started golf as therapy when our our oldest, Stephen, was 
a year and a half,” Elizabeth’s mother Lucero Harris said. 
“Since then our two children have been involved in golf 
programs such as the First Tee of the Piney Woods as 
soon as they could.”
Elizabeth’s brother, Stephen, tied for third in the East 
Texas Medalist Championship to earn an invitation to the 
Summer Series Championship but had to decline because 
the team was a caddy short. Stephen encouraged his sister 
in her competition sharing tips on the range, cleaning her 
clubs and supporting her. Due to COVID-19 Elizabeth’s 
qualification to compete in the 2020 Texas Challenge in 
Austin and the Texas vs. Mexico Cup in San Antonio were 
cancelled but she is looking forward to qualifying for 
those events in 2021.           Courtesy Photo

Gladewater High School math teacher Jamie Cook sends 
off her son Juddson for his first day of school from 
the GPS drop off station. The car pickup line stretched 
several blocks as parents grappled with first day jitters 
and pandemic protocols. The last primary school student 
entered the building around 8:20 a.m.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Masked and ready to learn, Zyler Vaughn is welcomed by GPS ESL teacher Jennifer 
Ritchey after taking his temp and he was sent on his way to class for his first day of 
school. Although children under the age of 10 are not required by the state to wear 
masks to school many have chosen to do so.  

Confident Madilyn Villalpando is 
ready for her first day of kindergarten 
at Gladewater Primary School loaded 
with supplies and a full backpack. 
There will be limited to no shared 
classroom supplies due to the state’s 
pandemic protocols. 

First grade big brother Conrad Burks escorts his sister Harlo into 
Gladewater Primary School for her first day of kindergarten. Parents were 
required to remain in cars due to COVID-19 protocols which were enacted 
at school campuses throughout East Texas.  

By Suzanne Bardwell
Bears and Cubs alike are excited to be 

back in school. That was evident on the 
first day as students headed into GISD 
campus buildings. But much about the 
year is different and it is a mountain that 
school administrators, staff, students 
and parents are climbing together. The 
COVID-19 pandemic protocols have 
rewritten how school is held.

“The greatest challenge in this 
situation has been uncertainty,” GISD 
Supt. Sedric Clark said. “We’re fighting 
an enemy who is both invisible and 
unknown. The guidance (from the state) 
that we get on how to fight COVID-19 
has changed several times. As the 
guidance changes, so do our COVID 
protocols, practices and procedures, all 
of which are put in place to protect our 
students and employees.”

Campus administrators agree that 
the constantly changing information 
is making it difficult to guide their 
campuses. GMS Principal Chris 
Langford says that developing plans 
to meet all of the protocols laid out for 
schools to follow has been a huge task.

“Just being present in the building 
is a challenge,” Langford said. “The 
direction and guidance we were getting 
(from the Texas Education Agency) 

GISD tackles COVID challenges 
‘We’re fighting an enemy who is both invisible and unknown…’

seemed to change weekly during the 
summer. We also had to figure out how 
to refine the online learning piece too. 
Some of this is unreasonable, but we 
are trying our best to have school.”

GHS Principal Cathy Bedair said 
that the administration team met many 
times in person and by ZOOM to make 
plans and procedures that adhere to 
TEA guidance and Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
directives.

“Our kids are wearing their masks 
and following the new procedures,” 
Bedair said. “I have been impressed 
with how well they are wearing their 
masks. This is very important in the 
classrooms, hallways and on buses 
because it is not possible to distance 
in those places.”

GPS Principal Kerry Hradecky said 
the planning was detailed to ensure 
preparedness.

“A new master schedule was created 
and every procedure from the first 
minute of arrival to the last minute of 
dismissal was reviewed and adjusted,” 
Hradecky said. “Our administration, 
nurses, maintenance and custodial 
department worked all summer 
preparing for students and staff. We 
have a plan that is flexible.”

Hradecky expressed confidence in 

planning by GISD administration while 
Langford says that guidance from the state 
has been limited.

“TEA and most government agencies are 

GISD opens
without hitch

Continued on Page 5

By Suzanne Bardwell
Gladewater  ISD students 

started school on Wednesday, 
Aug. 12 which was the first time 
campuses were open since March 
5 according to Supt. Sedric Clark 
who reported on that start to school 
board members Monday night.

“I am pleased to report that the 
reopening has been very smooth,” 
Clark said. “All campuses and 
departments are functioning at 
high levels. Unfortunately, we 
have had to make three calls, 
including one today, announcing 
that two employees and two 
students have tested positive for 
COVID-19. It saddens me to say 
that I do not believe that those 
calls will be the only ones like 
them that I will have to make. 
Those calls serve as a reflection 
of the time in which we live 
and the protocols that we have 
put in place to protect and hold 
ourselves accountable to our 
stakeholders.”

Clark went on to praise the 
parents, students, employees and 
community members that have 
worked together to observe the 
practices and protocols that have 
been put in place by the state.

“I personally want to thank 
the administrative team for their 
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By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury returned 32 indictments, nine of 

them sealed, and no-billed four cases in Gilmer on Aug. 13, District 
Attorney Billy Byrd announced last week.

Defendants who were indicted, charges, and bond information were 
as follows, Byrd’s office said Aug. 18:  

Cory Neal Pitman, 26, of Gladewater, was separately indicted on 
three counts of theft of firearm, all alleged to have occurred May 28. He 
remained in county jail at Gilmer under bonds of $10,000 per charge.

John Marvis McGill, 45, of Gladewater, possession of controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) on July 22, 2019, $10,000

James Edward Frost, 56, of Gilmer, assault/family violence--
occlusion on April 13, 2018, $15,000 bond  

Jesus Dominguez, 19, of Ore City, assault/family violence--
occlusion on Jan. 19, 2019, $25,000

Cristobal Campuzano, 33, of Gilmer, assault/family violence--
occlusion last Sept. 28, $5,000   

Christopher Wayne Nelson, 36, of Ore City, assault/family violence-
-occlusion on April 26, $10,000

Sandra Beth Collier, 42, of Big Sandy, aggravated assault with 
deadly weapon on May 24, $10,000  

Local men indicted 
on drug charges

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County had recorded 315 COVID-19 cases, including 

three deaths, as of Monday, said county Emergency Management 
Coordinator Marc Nichols.

Some 242 of those stricken recovered while 70 cases remain active, 
he said.

More than half the total cases--199--occurred in unincorporated 
rural areas, Nichols noted. Of those, 156 recovered, 42 are active 
and one died.

The Upshur County portion of Gladewater has had 36 cases, 
including one death, 31 recoveries and four active, said Nichols, 
while Big Sandy has had 10 cases, including seven recoveries and 
three active. 

“With a couple of nursing facilities, we had quite a bit of cases,” the 
coordinator said. In addition, “We’ve had some sort of an issue (one 
or more cases)” in all seven school districts centrally located in the 
county, and while some staff members and students have been sent 
home, the overall impact is “so far fairly minimum,” Nichols said.

The schools include Union Grove, Big Sandy, Harmony, Gilmer, 
Union Hill, New Diana and Ore City.

The city of Gilmer has recorded 65 cases, including 43 recoveries, 
21 active and one death, said Nichols. Ore City, meanwhile, has had 
five cases, all of whom recovered, he added.

Nichols urged citizens to continue hand-washing, wearing masks 
and staying home when ill as precautions against the virus.

COVID-19 cases up

Council fills GEDCO 
board, discusses

wake boating at lake

Battle of the Orange and Black Thursday

Gilmer leads the series 36-25 with 2 ties 
First meeting - 1929. Gilmer 77 Bears 0 
Last meeting - 2017 Gilmer 49 Bears 39 
Between 1991- 2017 Gilmer has dominated the series 24-2. 
Between 1929 -1990 Gladewater was ahead in series 23-12. 
Gilmer has 5 shutouts - 1929 77-0, 1932 44-0, 1961 28-0, 1997 
28-0, & 2004 42-0. 
The Bears own 8 shutouts over Gilmer - 1934 7-0, 1935 20-0, 
1937 33-0, 1966 33-0, 1975 28-0, 1976 26-0, 1977 34-0, & 1986 
34-0.

Closest game (not including ties) 1933 Gilmer won 13-12. 
Highest point of margin was 77 points in Gilmer shutout of 
the Bears in 1929. 
Most points in a game by both schools was 2009 that Gilmer 
won 67-12. 
Total points scored In the series is Gilmer 1473 to the Bears 
1180. 
Gladewater’s last win was a 20-14 overtime in 2001 
The two ties were in 1971 20-20 & 1981 21-21.

Gladewater vs. Gilmer - By The Numbers

By Jim Bardwell
It was standing room only at Thursday’s Gladewater City Council 

meeting, but it wasn’t because the council was naming two new 
members to the Gladewater Economic Development Corporation 
board (GEDCO) and it wasn’t because of the public hearing concerning 
the proposed budget and proposed tax rate for fiscal year 2021.

The crowd was there to discuss wake/wave boats on Lake 
Gladewater. The council was asked by the Lake Board to rescind 
allowing wake/wave boats on Lake Gladewater. Wake surfing involves 
boats creating waves big enough for people to surf without the need 
of a tow rope. The council addressed this issue two years ago and 
decided to set out buoys to keep the wake/wave boats at last 150 
feet from docks. This was done to safeguard fishermen and help cut 
down on erosion.

Several boat owners spoke at the meeting and asked the council 
to not stop wake/wave boating in the lake. One person said if he 

By Phillip Williams
After a judge rejected his plea for probation, former East Mountain 

Fire Chief James Wilson (Jimmy) Burks was sentenced to eight years in 
prison Monday, seven months after pleading guilty to misappropriating 
approximately $45,000 of the volunteer fire department’s funds, said 
Upshur County District Attorney Billy Byrd.

Burks, 45, entered the plea to misapplication of fiduciary property 
Jan. 13 to 115th District Judge Dean Fowler, who rejected his request 
in a contested sentencing hearing in Gilmer, said Byrd.

“The investigation showed that Burks was taking the fire 
department’s money and using it to fund his gambling habits, purchase 
items for his girlfriend and personal purchases,” Byrd wrote in a news 
release Monday. “During the hearing today, he admitted he would 

Former East Mountain 
fire chief gets 8 years 

Continued on Page 3
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By Phillip Williams
Two onetime arch-rivals armed with 

new head coaches, the Gladewater Bears 
and Gilmer Buckeyes, inaugurate their 
surreal 2020 football season by renewing 
acquaintances at 7:30 p.m. Thursday at 
Jack V. Murphy Bear Stadium.

With attendance severely restricted 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, Gilmer 
Coach Alan Metzel and Gladewater Coach 
Jonny Louvier make their respective 
debuts as their teams’ head honchos before 
a stadium limited to 50 percent capacity 
by the University Interscholastic League.

Neither, however, is a stranger to 
their respective schools. Metzel, an 
assistant at Gilmer for the past 18 years 
(including three Buckeye state champion 
seasons), is undertaking his first head 
football coaching job. Louvier, who was 
head coach last year at Spring Hill, is a 
Gladewater High alum.

The teams, who share common school 
colors of orange and black, have not met 
in several years. Metzel, however, doesn’t 
seem to think that will lessen the intensity 
of the contest.

“Anytime Gilmer and Gladewater play, 
it’s gonna be a battle,” Metzel mused 
Monday. “That’s just a gimme.”

He lauded the Bears, saying they should 
have won the double overtime game they 
lost to Pottsboro 35-34 last year under 
then-Bear Coach John Berry.  

“They’ve got a good number of their 
good players back” with a “good strong 
coaching staff,” and Louvier returning to 

his hometown has “energized them,” 
Metzel said. “I believe they’ll be a 
formidable foe.”

“I’m excited for our kids to get out 
there and perform,” Bear Head Coach 
Jonny Louvier said. “I grew up watching 
and playing in this game, and for it to be 
my first game as the head coach of the 
Bears is a great way to get the season 
started. Both communities have a lot of 
pride in their football team, and we are 
ready to perform.”

Asked what type of wargame he 
expects Thursday (weather permitting), 

the Buckeye boss said “I think both 
teams have a chance to put points 
on the board,” but possibly stormy 
weather that night could have an 
impact.

The Buckeyes weigh in with 21 
returning lettermen, including 11 
returning starters, which Metzel 
says is one of his reasons for 
optimism. Although senior Mason 
Hurt started at quarterback most of 
the past two seasons, he is being 
moved to receiver while junior 
Brandon Tennison, who started two 
playoff games at quarterback for last 
year’s 10-4 Gilmer team when Hurt 
was injured, will become starting 
signal-caller.

Hurt “is really doing a great job” 
at his new position, said Metzel, 
who assumed his post when his 
predecessor Matt Turner retired. 
The Buckeye commandant is also 
counting on senior running back/
safety Davion Smith and outside 
linebacker/wide receiver Luke 
Watson.

As for what Bears he esteems, 
Metzel said returning starting senior 
Tailback Elijah Carter is “kind of 
what makes ‘em go” in the power 
running game. The coach also hails 
senior quarterback Tristan Holmes 
and junior receiver D.J. Allen.  

The Gladewater Bears’ running game looked impressive at last 
week’s scrimmage against Daingerfield.           Photos by Jim Bardwell
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Pull Out the Special Spirit Pull Out the Special Spirit 
Banner and Bring It to the Banner and Bring It to the 

Homecoming Game Friday!Homecoming Game Friday!
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Local SportsLocal Sports
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Look Inside ...
Check out this year’s 2020 Fall Sports Guide, featuring area 
football previews, team photos and schedules for football, 
volleyball and X-Country. 

With #5 Nic Lincoln helping to clear the lane and Buckeye junior #16 Colten Griffin in pursuit, Bear senior standout 
#8 Eligia Carter pulled his weight in Friday’s matchup with Gilmer including a 101-yard return for a touchdown. The 
Bears lost to Gilmer 55-41 and will now face the Spring Hill Panthers Friday for Homecoming. 

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Bears battle Panthers 
for Homecoming

By Suzanne Bardwell
Union Grove Seconday Principal Rachel Evers knows a thing or 

two about being an administrator. 
She has been a part of the Union Grove Junior High and High 

School leadership team for the past six 
years with the last four years as secondary 
principal. Her skill and the success she has 
been a key part of creating for her campus 
teachers and students has been recognized 
at the state level.

Evers has been named the Texas 
Association of Secondary School 
Principal Association Region VII Middle 
School Principal of the Year and the 
TASSP Region Outstanding Principal of 
the Year.

TASSP recognizes outstanding 
principals and assistant principals from 20 region education service 

Evers named TASSP Principal of Year
centers throughout the state. Those administrators recognized 
are nominated and chosen by their peers within the regions. 
Nominations are based upon exemplary performance and 
outstanding leadership. As a Region VII winner Evers is 
eligible to compete for the state title Texas Principal of the 
Year.

Evers attended East Texas Baptist University where she 
earned her Bachelor of Education degree. She earned her 
Masters of Arts in School Counseling from the University 
of Texas at Tyler and her Texas Superintendent certification 
from Stephen F. Austin University.

Evers has been recognized as a risk taker, visionary and 
leader of learners.

“I take pride in my position and love being a part of the 
Union Grove family,” Evers said.

She will be recognized during the Josten’s Night of the Stars 
Awards Dinner held in conjunction with the TASSP summer 
conference held each year in June in Austin. 

Emylie Reynolds was caught drawing a complex mosaic 
in her driveway near Lake Gladewater last week as her 
children 3-year old Orson,  8-year old Cullen, 4-year old 
Dylan and 6-year old Atticus played in the yard. Reynolds 
said that chalk art is her therapy.
Her husband, Andy Reynolds, a GMS Social Studies 
teacher, contracted a rare immune disorder which 
resulted in his hospitalization for five weeks. On the day 
of his dismissal last week, his wife Emylie was awaiting 
COVID-19 test results and she and the children were 
currently in quarantine  while their dad was staying 
with other family members. Her chalk art message to 
passersby was meant to inspire strength during the 
current challenges.               Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
Perspective is everything and Emylie Reynolds has it and wants 

to share it with her community. A week ago she was seen creating 
a complex chalk mosaic which included the inspirational message 
“times are tough but so are you” at her home on Pinecrest near Lake 
Gladewater.

The mother of four has plenty to keep her busy including 8-year old 
Cullen, 6-year old Atticus, 4-year old Dylan and 3-year old Orson. 
That would be enough in ‘normal’ times but Emylie and her family 
haven’t known ‘normal’ for quite awhile.

Her husband Andy, a GMS social studies teacher, was diagnosed 
with Guillain-Barre Syndrome earlier this summer, three days after 
they moved into their new home. 

“The day we moved in, he started feeling numbness and tingling in 
his toes and feet,” Emylie said. “It quickly progressed into his fingers 
and hands, then over the next couple of days up through his limbs 
and into his whole body.”

Emylie said that the day Andy was admitted to the hospital the 
numbness had progressed into most of his body to the point he was 
unable to walk without support.

“He had gone to urgent care and the hospital twice already and 
even started steroids for a possible pinched nerve,” Emylie said. “ 
His diagnosis for Guillain-Barre Syndrome was determined when his 
blood tests came back with normal results.”

But there wasn’t anything normal about what was happening.
After a lumbar puncture showed high protein levels in his blood 

the diagnosis was made.

‘Times are tough 
but so are you’

The Gladewater Daily Times-Tribune put out an EXTRA 
edition with the end of the the War in the Pacific. Sept. 2 
marks the 75th anniversary of the end of WWII. Formal 
surrender documents were signed aboard the USS Mis-
souri designating the day as the official Victory over Ja-
pan Day (V-J Day) on Sept. 2, 1945. More than 400,000 
Americans sacrificed their lives in the global effort to 
stop fascism and protect democracy. The number of 
Americans who served in World War II numbered ap-
proximately 16.1 million with an estimated 72 million 
war related deaths worldwide including over six million 
European Jews in the Nazi Holocaust.

Gladewater/Spring Hill By the Numbers 
Record- Bears lead series 23-8
First Game- 1984- Bears won 40-7
Last Meeting- 2019- Bears won 39-26
Spring Hill’s Last Win - 42-23 in 2015
Total Points Scored in Series- Bears 1041 Spring Hill 526
Most Points in a Game- 113, Bears won 57-56 in 2017
Fewest Points in a Game- 16, Bears won 10-6 in 2012
Largest Point Spread- 55, Bears won 62-7 in 2016
Closest Game- 1 point, Bears won 21-20 in 2001 Area Playoff Bears won 
57-56 in 2017
Shutouts- Bears have shutout Spring Hill 3 times; 1985 35-0, 1988 45-0 & 
2005 34-0, Spring Hill has never shutout the Bears

Both the Gladewater Bears and the Spring Hill Panthers will be 
looking for their first win of the new season after the Bears dropped 
their opened to Gilmer, 55-41, and the Panthers got beat by Sabine 
by a score of 17-14.

The loss for the Bears dropped them from No. 6 to No. 8 in the state 
rankings. Spring Hill is not in the Top 25.

The Friday night game at Jack V. Murphy Stadium will be 
Homecoming for GHS students, with the pre-game festivities set to 
begin around 7 p.m. It also will be Bear head coach Jonny Louvier’s 
first match-up against his former team. Louvier was head coach at 
Spring Hill last year and led the Panthers to their first playoff win in 
over a decade, but left to come home to Gladewater when John Berry 
took a coaching position at Longview High School.

The Bears hold a 23-8 winning record over the Panthers and in their 
meeting last season Gladewater beat Spring Hill 39-26.

GHS
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Sales tax holiday for 
emergency preparation 
supplies announced for 
April 25 through April 27
While it may feel like the whole world has paused, natural disasters 

will continue to occur amid the coronavirus pandemic.
Comptroller Glenn Hegar established a sales tax holiday for 

emergency preparation supplies from April 25 to April 27.
The primary intent of the law that established this holiday is to help 

Texans prepare for events like hurricanes and turbulent spring storms.
“Unfortunately, strong spring storms, wildfires and the upcoming 

hurricane season will still threaten Texans in the months ahead, and so 
it’s important that homes and businesses have the supplies they need 
to face these emergencies,” Hegar said. “As this pandemic continues 
to spread, I want to remind all Texans this sales tax holiday applies to 
qualifying items they purchase online, from the safety of their homes.”

Hegar urges Texans to shop online or practice strict social distancing 
measures for in-store purchases during the sales tax holiday for 
emergency preparation supplies.

The list of tax-free items is established by law and does not include 
items such as masks or personal protection equipment that are required 
during the coronavirus pandemic.

There’s no limit on the number of qualifying items you can purchase.
These include:
Household batteries, fuel containers and flashlights priced at less 

than $75
Hurricane shutters and emergency ladders priced at less than $300
Portable generators priced at less than $3,000
Things that you might want to stock up on but do NOT qualify are:
Batteries for automobiles, boats and other motorized vehicles
Camping stoves and camping supplies
Chainsaws
Plywood
Extension ladders and stepladders
Tents

On April 17 Governor Greg Abbott signed an Executive Order 
authorizing the re-opening of retail businesses effective April 24. This 
guidance is based on the best information currently available and will 
be updated when appropriate. 

“Governor Abbott held a conference call for mayors and judges in 
Texas at 3 pm Friday, April 17, following the announcements made at 
noon,” said Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp. “He provided background 
for the retail-to-go decision and provided insight on how future orders 
concerning businesses would be made.   

“The Governor and his team decided the restaurant strategy in 
practice was effective in allowing these businesses to continue to 
operate while also being sensitive to current mitigation strategy.  He 
also noted that his team found the current level of PPE, hospital bed 
vacancies, and available ventilators were at a desired capacity to 
treat this pandemic moving forward.  It was consideration of these 
two factors that led to the decision to allow retail business to open 
on a to-go or curbside basis on April 24th and as a lead-in to greater 
discussion of further opening Texas businesses. 

“Over the next 10 days (beginning on April 17th), the Governor’s 
Strike Team for re-opening businesses in Texas will study data from 

COVID-19: Guidance for employers, employees, and customers of reopened retail services
across the nation, state, and counties to determine the best strategies 
for this process.  On April 27, the Governor will announce new orders 
for select businesses to become effective on May 4th.  He stressed that 
these orders would be developed based on the recommendation of his 
Strike Force and the 10 day period focused on this issue.”  

The following guidance is intended for employers, employees, 
and customers of retail businesses reopening under the .Governor’s 
Executive Order issued on April 17. This guidance does not apply 
to businesses considered essential. This guidance is based on 
recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC).

I am an Employee of a retail business re-opening. What should 
I do to keep myself and our customers safe?

• All employees must be trained on environmental cleaning and 
disinfection, hand hygiene, and respiratory etiquette.

• All employees must be screened before coming into the business 
for new or worsening cough; shortness of breath; sore throat; loss of 
taste or smell; feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than 
or equal to 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit; or known close contact with a 

person who is lab-confirmed to have COVID-19. Any employee who 
meets any of these criteria should be sent home.

• Upon entering the business, employees must wash or sanitize 
hands.

• All employees must wear face coverings.
• Employees must maintain at least 6 feet separation from one 

another.

I am a Customer. How do I purchase and obtain goods from a 
retail store that has just re-opened?

Customers may purchase items from a retail location for pickup, 
delivery by mail, or delivery to the customer’s doorstep, but may not 
enter the premises. 

Retail to-go:
 •  All payments should be done over the phone or internet if 

possible, and contact should be minimized if remote payment is not 
available.

 • Purchased items should be delivered by the employee to 

Gladewater Primary 
School Principal Kerry 
Hrdacky and her faculty 
went on a Bear Hunt to find 
their missing GPS cubs 
last Friday. The parade 
of over 20 vehicles were 
decorated with messages 
and stuffed bears. 
Children of all ages along 
the route that wended its 
way through town were 
delighted to see how 
much their GPS family 
of teachers and staff 
cared about them. Many 
along the route wore their 
COVID-19 PPE masks and 
made sure to practice 
social distancing.  

Photos By 
Suzanne Bardwell

By Jim Bardwell
Gladewater ISD AD/Head 

Football Coach John Berry 
is headed back to Longview, 

a c c e p t i n g 
a  f o o t b a l l 
c o a c h i n g 
p o s i t i o n 
w i t h  h i s 
former boss 
L o n g v i e w 
Lobo Head 
Coach John 
King.

In his six 
years as the Bear’s head coach, 
Berry racked up a 48-21 record. 
The Bears were 10-4 last season 
and made it to the Regional Finals 
playoff round before losing to 
Pottsboro 34-35 in double OT. 

The Bears were 12-2 in 2018, 
after posting a 2-8 record in 2017 
and 8-3 in 2016 and 5-6 in 2015. 
Berry’s first year as head coach 
resulted in an 11-2 record.

“It was a tough decision to 
make,” Berry said. “We have 
a great staff in place here 
(Gladewater). I think we have 
left the program in better shape 
than we found it.”

Berry said King made him an 
offer he simply couldn’t refuse. 
He said he plans to continue to 
live in Gladewater and his wife, 
Kelly Berry, plans to continue 
coaching at GISD.

Berry was officially hired as 
GISD athletic director and head 
football coach in April 2014. It 
was the first-ever head coaching 
job for Berry, who was named 
the interim AD/Football Coach in 
mid-January 2014  after long-time 

Bears AD 
headed 
to Lobos

JOHN BERRY

On-going social distancing has city council meetings looking a lot different theses days. 
Last Thursday Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp was the lone council member physically in 
attendance in the council chamber. Other council members and city officials were in 
virtual attendance through Zoom Teleconferencing. 
At the meeting, the council accepted the financial audit for fiscal year 2019. Karen Jacks, 
the CPA handling the audit said nothing was found out of order and the city was in good 
financial shape. The council also approved Gladewater Fire Department applying for a 
$500,000 grant for a new fire truck. The 10-percent match for the grant ($5,000) will be 
paid for through the Upshur County Emergency Services District, leaving the city with 
no capital outlay for the grant.           Photo by Jim Bardwell

Get the facts insideGet the facts inside

GISD Trustee George Glenn 
who, as a paramedic under-
stands the importance of 
avoiding spread of conta-
gion. At Monday’s meeting, 
Glenn, in his Hospitality ER 
scrubs, had his mask and, 
gloves on. Several other 
board members also came 
to the meeting wearing 
masks as well as superin-
tendent Sedric Clark.  
Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater ISD Trustees 
navigate COVID-19

By Suzanne Bardwell
GISD Trustees met Monday night hearing several administrative 

reports and approving a budget amendment of $15,414.80 to cover the 
final expenses of the Broadway Admin campus renovation. The monies 
were moved from the general fund and covered by the sale of aging 
and surplus equipment that was sold at online auction earlier this year.

Supt. Sedric Clark reported that over 400 students were being served 
school meals which are available weekly with students receiving two 
meals per day for each school day of that week for a total of 10 meals.

The meal service calendar is Monday, April 27, Monday, May 4, 
Monday, May 11, Monday, May 18 and Tuesday, May 26. Meal service 
hours are 10:30 a.m. until noon at the following sites:  Clarksville 
City Baptist Church, GHS, GMS, New Mountain Church and Pritchett 
Community Center.

Home-based learning will continue throughout the rest of the 
school year. Asst. Supt. Dr. Cliff Lightfoot reported that engaging 
students in learning through online lessons as well as available paper 
packet lessons continue to be provided for students at all levels. Dr. 
Lightfoot said that student work evaluation by teachers was designed 
to encourage engagement.

Continued on Page 3
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Coronavirus’ impact on economy
The coronavirus pandemic has steered 

the economy into the path of a recession. 
In Texas alone, more than 1.3 million 

people filed for unemployment relief in 
the last five weeks. The real number of 
people facing job losses is even higher; 
the Texas Workforce Commission’s 
website and phone lines have been 
overwhelmed by millions of queries 
daily.

What has emerged is lagging data and 
an undercount of jobless Texans who 
need help.

In just a five-week span during March 
and April, 1,301,441 Texans applied 
for unemployment insurance, more 
than in all of 2019. The Texas Tribune 
is tracking the number of out-of-work 
Texans filing for unemployment relief 
with the Texas Workforce Commission 
each week.

Gov. Abbott to let restaurants, movie theaters 
and malls open with limited capacity Friday

Businesses must limit occupancy to no more than 25%.
By Patrick Svitek

Texas Tribune
Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday 

said he will let the state’s stay-at-
home order expire at the end of 
the month and allow businesses to 
begin reopening in phases starting 
Friday, the latest ramp-up in his 
push to restart the Texas economy 
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

First to open on Friday: retail 
stores, restaurants, movie theaters 
and malls. But they will only 
be allowed to operate at 25% 
capacity. Museums and libraries 
will also be allowed to open 
at 25% capacity, but hands-on 
exhibits must remain closed.

Abbott said a second phase 
of business re-openings could 
come as soon as May 18 — as 
long as the state sees “two weeks 
of data to confirm no flare-up 
of COVID-19.” That second 
phase would allow business to 
expand their occupancy to 50%, 
according to the governor.

Abbott made the announcement 
during a news conference at the 
Texas Capitol that began with him 
saying he would let the stay-at-
home order expire because it has 
done its job to slow the growth of 
COVID-19.

“Now it’s time to set a new 
course, a course that responsibly 
opens up business in Texas,” 
Abbott said, flanked by Lt. Gov. 
Dan Patrick and Texas House 
Speaker Dennis Bonnen. “”Just 
as we united as one state to slow 
COVID-19, we must also come 
together to begin rebuilding the 

lives and the livelihoods of our 
fellow Texans.”

Abbott said his new order 
“supersedes all local orders” 
saying those businesses must 
remain closed. But he stressed 
his order “gives permission to 
reopen, not a requirement,” and 
business can remain closed if they 
would like to.

At the same time, Abbott said 
he is holding off on reopening 
certain businesses for the time 
being, including barbershops, 
hair salons, bars and gyms. He 
said he hopes those businesses 
can open “on or no later than 
mid-May.”

Abbott’s news conference 
Monday marked his second 
announcement about restarting 

the Texas economy amid the 
pandemic. He announced initial 
steps 10 days ago that included 
the formation of a task force, 
loosening of restrictions on 
medial surgeries, reopening of 
state parks and allowance of 
“retail-to-go.” That option, which 
lets stores make deliveries to 
customers’ cars or homes, went 
into effect Friday.

Since Abbott’s  Apri l  17 
announcement, Abbott has had 
to contend with a small but 
increasingly vocal faction of 
his party that wants him to act 
more aggressively to get the state 
economy going again. Abbott has 
also had to be mindful of President 
Donald Trump, who has agitated 
for an economic restoration but 

Search for AD begins, 
interims announced

By Suzanne Bardwell
With the resignation of GISD Athletic Director and head football 

coach John Berry to rejoin the coaching team of Longview High 
School’s Lobos, the positions have been filled on an interim basis 
while the interview process begins.

“First, we are grateful to Coach John Berry for 
all that he did during his time in Gladewater,” 
Supt. Sedric Clark said. “He is both a great man 
a a great coach. We wish him well.”

Clark went on to say that the district was 
fortunate to be able to move two other “great men” 
into the the interim positions, Coach Scott Clower 
will serve as interim athletic director and Coach 
Jermaine Lewis as interim head coach. 

“These two men will ensure that our programs 
remain stable as we transition,” Clark said. “As 

with all positions in our district we are looking for the best possible 
person and fit to make us better. This means that we are looking for 
someone who is student centered and focused and who has a passion 

for making the Bear athletic program the best it 
can be, a person who can meet both our student 
athletes and coaching staffs where they are and 
work to make them better.”

Berry was the Lobo defensive coordinator for 
a decade before coming to Gladewater in 2010 
and was named athletic director and head coach 
in 2014. Berry racked up a 48-21 Bear record 
during his time with the district.

“Gladewater has historically had both a strong 
football team and a strong athletic program,” Supt. 

Clark said. “We will proceed with this search in a manner that ensures 
the same type of success.”

LEWIS

Without a doubt the graduation plans for seniors throughout the 
country will be radically different from those in the past. Gladewater 
High School’s plans are no exception.

“Gladewater High School and Gladewater ISD are heartbroken 
over the losses that our seniors have to experience because of this 
pandemic,” GHS Principal Cathy Bedair said. “We want our seniors 
to know that they are loved and very important to us.”

The plan to celebrate the seniors, as well as have graduation in a 
way that keeps everyone safe is in place with the goal of holding a 
face-to-face celebration for seniors and their families. The 2020 Senior 
Plan includes the purchase of senior signs with students’ names, 2020 
and their senior cap and gown picture to place along the high school 
grounds and downtown to celebrate their accomplishments.

Graduation 2020 Celebration, Friday, May 29 with the time to be 
determined at a later date, will include the following guidelines:

*senior parents’ guardians will drive their senior in a Graduation 
2020 parade (one car per student and absolutely no trailers allowed).

*Parents/Guardians will drive the car so no senior is distracted.
*Seniors will wear their cap, gown and tassel.
*Cars line up beginning at the rodeo grounds through the student 

parking lot.
*Students and their families may decorate cars.
*Places of business and families are encouraged to decorate in 

honor of seniors.
*Top 10 percent will be first in the procession.
*The procession will drive throughout town with the route to be 

determined and published at a later date.
*The procession will return to the high school bus ramp where 

diplomas will be presented to each senior in their car.
*A photo opportunity will be available next to the Jack V. Murphy 

sign by the stadium for 24 hours after graduation. Please follow 
Governor Abbott’s social distancing guidelines by having one senior 
photographed at a time. Do not congregate together with other seniors 
and families.

*Gladewater’s Chief of Police and GISD’s School Resource Officers 
will provide safety supervision during and after the parade.

“We are proud of our graduates and hate that graduation can’t go on 
as normal,” Supt. Sedric Clark said. “We plan to have a face-to-face 
graduation exercise before the members of the Class of 2020 begin 
the next stage of their lives. 

“We await guidance from our state and local leaders on when that 
may happen. We hope that the plan that we have communicated and 
are executing show our graduates how proud we are of them and how 
much we want to celebrate them and their success. 

“Kudos to Mrs. Bedair and her graduation team for the creation 
of this plan.”

GHS Class of 2020 graduation plans

last week dinged another red-state 
governor, Georgia’s Brian Kemp, 
for moving too quickly.

Democrats have continued 
to argue the state is woefully 
unprepared to reopen without 
a long-promised ramp-up in 
testing, which has not happened 
yet.

Abbot t ’s  announcement 
Monday came as the number 
of coronavirus cases in Texas 
reached at least 25,297, including 
663 deaths, according to the 
latest figures from the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services. Over 80% of Texas’ 254 
counties — 205 — are reporting 
cases. At the same time, the 
DSHS numbers show there have 
been 290,517 tests done in Texas.

GPS Kindergarten grad parade May 27
Gladewater Kindergarten graduation is scheduled for Wednesday, 

May 27 with a car processional at Gladewater Primary school 
according to GPS Principal Kerry Hrdackey.  Parents are encouraged 
to come in a decorated car with student name and BEAR pride. 
There is a limit of one car per student. Parents and students will 
remain in their cars for the ceremony. There will be a special guest 
appearance by Miss Texas 2019 Ba’Leigh Burns.

Cars will line up at GPS parent pick up/drop off in front of the 
school and pass through as the kindergarteners are celebrated. The 
parade schedule includes a 10 a.m. parade for Mrs. Easley’s, Ms. 
Carr’s, Mrs Mawer’s and Mrs Rapp/Ms. Hightower’s classes and 
a 1 p.m. parade for Mrs. Almanza’s, Mrs. Tennison’s and Mrs. 
Mize’s classes.

UPDATE:  COVID-19 confirmed cases
   *Source: DSHS, NET Health 4/2720

County  Total  Recovered  Fatalities
Gregg    73  42         0
Upshur    13   8        0
Smith  136  76        3
Harrison   86  6        4
Panola   78  3        5
Rusk   34  7        1
Wood  7

“I do understand that the re-opening of the State while still under 
the threat of a pandemic is disconcerting to some 
but it is truly necessary for all.   The economy 
is what provides the necessary resources for 
government to function and provide services to all.  
The economy is what provides for the livelihood 
of business owners and employees alike affecting 
countless families across the State.  While the 
re-opening of Texas is to occur in phases, there 
is a constant that exists throughout this process 

and that is an individual’s right to choose how one reacts to this re-
opening.   An individual may choose to continue sheltering in place, 

Mayor Shipp taking concerns of business 
owners not allowed to reopen to Governor

Highlights of the plan:
Executive Order to Stay at Home expires at midnight on Thursday, April 30
Phase 1 will begin May 1, 2020
25% Occupancy at Restaurants, Retail, Movie Theaters, and Malls
25% Occupancy at Libraries and Museums
Sole Proprietorships can reopen
Churches & Places of Worship can expand capacity
Outdoor Sports limited to 4 participants (example golf & tennis)
Dr., Nurses, and Dentist (all licensed healthcare providers) can see 
patients
Phase 2 will begin May 18, 2020 (if curve continues to slow)
50% Occupancy at Restaurants, Retail, Movie Theaters, and Malls
50% Occupancy at Libraries and Museums
Barbershops, Hair Salons, Bars and Gyms will not reopen at this time and 
the Governor did not give a timeline for reopening, but the hope is Mid 
May.

Gladewate r  Mayor  J .D . 
Shipp anounced last week that  
the three confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 within the city limits 
of Gladewater (two in Upshur 
County and one in Gregg County)  
were no more.  

“All three cases have been 
updated to recovered.  This means 
that as of today at 8 pm on April 
24, 2020, we currently have no 
confirmed cases within the city 
limits,” Shipp said.

Shipp reminded everyone to 
“please keep in mind that the 
pandemic is not over and that 
this status could easily change 
tomorrow.  We ask all citizens 
to continue to do their best to 
practice social distancing and 
following CDC guidelines.  We 
love you Gladewater!”     

Gladewater free of 
COVID-19 cases
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Poll shows voters trust 
how local leaders are 
handling pandemic

TYLER – The University of Texas at Tyler 
announced today that a recent election poll by the UT 
Tyler Center for Opinion Research, in conjunction 
with The Dallas Morning News, indicates Texas 
voters appreciate and trust local leaders for their 
efforts to keep communities safe during the pandemic. 
The survey also indicates the severity of the pandemic 
is not causing voters to blame political leaders.

“The public is most comfortable interacting in our 
communities in the ways in which our leaders have 
approved,” said Dr. Mark Owens, UT Tyler assistant 
professor of political science, who conducted the poll. 
“Across a series of questions, we found respondents 
are more likely to feel comfortable visiting friends 
and family members in their home (+6 percent), 
getting food from a restaurant (+5 percent) and 
returning to work (+2 percent) once public spaces 
and businesses re-open.”

Presently, 56 percent of the respondents would 
feel comfortable shopping at retail stores “curbside,” 
but the percentage of those comfortable shopping 
dropped by 21 percent when we asked if they would 
shop inside the store after they open, he added.

Findings from the poll show that 68 percent of 
voters approve of how their local leaders have 
handled the coronavirus outbreak in Texas. Voters 
across the state also approve of how Gov. Greg 
Abbott has responded to the coronavirus, with broad 
bipartisan support (46 percent among Democrats, 
57 percent among Independents, 86 percent among 
Republicans).

Sporting Events
As movie theaters reopen with 25 percent capacity, 

the next big question is will Texans feel comfortable 
going back to watch sports if fans are allowed to 
attend. The clear answer was no, with only about 
20 percent of the respondents indicating any level 
of comfort to attend football games (19 percent), 
baseball games (19 percent), basketball games (18 
percent), racing (17 percent) or soccer matches (17 
percent). In each case, the majority of respondents 
indicated they would be extremely uncomfortable 
sitting in the stands in the near future, according to 
Owens.

Travel
The survey results also suggest Texans won’t be 

traveling soon. A majority of respondents indicated 
they do not plan to fly on an airplane until after July 
30. Eighty-four percent of those who will travel by 
air will do so for vacation. Of those vacations only 
29 percent of people might rebook the same trip and 
82 percent of people will wait more than four weeks 
after the coronavirus is over to take that vacation.

Voting 
When asked how voters would prefer to vote in 

upcoming elections, 37 percent of voters would prefer 
to request an absentee ballot to avoid the risk of 
contracting the coronavirus. As the courts determine 
whether the coronavirus is a valid reason to vote 

It was announced in April that the FEMCO - Spencer Harris Facility 
based in Gladewater, TX will cease operations permanently.  

FEMCO Holdings, LLC will continue to operate its existing five 
locations based in Colorado, California, Georgia, Pennsylvania, and 
Indiana, continuing to support its existing customers and OEM’s 
through these locations, according to Brad H. Kerkhoff, Vice President, 
Sales & Marketing. 

“FEMCO’s additional locations will continue to specialize in 
manufacturing, fabrication, refurbishment, commissioning, line 
boring, turn-key equipment installation and relocation services, as 
well as 24/7 emergency repair and maintenance services across the 
United States, Kerkhoff, said in a press release. “Thank you for the 
many years you have allowed us to serve you.:

Spencer Harris began in 1934 as a job shop serving the East Texas 
oilfield. Spencer Harris evolved into a manufacturer of trailer-mounted 

FEMCO Spencer Harris leaving Gladewater location
vertical drill rigs and a repair center for drilling components.

In 2008, Femco Holdings LLC purchased Spencer Harris with the 
main goal of developing this company into a world class manufacturer 
of innovative drilling and support equipment and a supplier of quality 
equipment repair services.

Spencer Harris has been designing and manufacturing drilling rigs 
since 1950 and many of these drilling units are still in use providing 
reliable and dependable service. The Spencer Harris no-nonsense 
design was manufactured by experienced oil and gas professionals 
who knew what it took to set up a rig, drill, and move the rig to the 
next job as quickly as possible.

The portable rig manufactured by Spencer Harris incorporated the 
highly dependable Spencer Harris drawworks and can be transported 
on a standard trailer which operates within most states weight and 
width limitations.

Spencer Harris LLC Operated a 60,000 square foot Facility 
in the Heart of East Texas Oilfields in Gladewater,

Rodeo still on 
for June 10-13
Alternate date being explored 
if COVID-19 situation persists

FBC prayer gathering 
Thursday at all

GISD campuses
First Baptist Church Pastor Bailey Harris 

has announced a Thursday, May 7, noon social 
distancing observed gathering on each of 
GISD campuses to pray for students and staff 
in observance of the National Day of Prayer. 
Individuals participating will not be expected to 
pray publicly and there will be a leader at each 
campus to facilitate prayers. All attendees will be 
standing six feet apart and there will be no hand 
holding. First Baptist Church members who are 
able will stay after the prayer gathering to pick 
up trash, landscape cleaning and weed pulling.

Margaret Larkins owner of Gladewater Antique Mall was ready for customers Friday on the first day 
businesses were officially allowed to open per Gov. Greg Abbott’s COVID-19 guidelines. Larkins 
said that she had had about 40 customers and had sanitized the doors after each entry ensure her 
customers’ safety.               Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

92-year old Marie Hoffer’s 
family turned out with three 
generations to celebrate their 
matriarch at last Friday’s 
Legend Oaks family parade. 
Great-granddaughter Audrey 
Henderson, granddaughter 
Jamie Henderson and 
daughter Ida Parson along with 
her husband Mike, decked out 
their car in style to honor their 
loved one.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Legend Oak Nursing and 
Rehab Center’s staffing 
coordinator LaTonya 
Bailey and 101-year old 
resident Pearlie Johnson 
enjoy the family and 
friends parade held last 
Friday morning so that 
residents and family 
members could see each 
other from a safe distance 
despite the COVID-19 
restrictions that do not 
allow visitors at nursing 
homes because of the 
risk.  

By Phillip Williams 
and Jim Bardwell

The number of confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in Upshur 
County and Gregg County had 
risen to 15 for Upshur and 97 for 
Gregg as of Monday.

Since the state conducted 
testing for the virus on Wednesday 
of last week at the Gilmer Civic 
Center, Upshur County Judge 
Todd Tefteller said in an email 
that “We look for that number 
to increase some. I’ll post those 
results as soon as we have them.”

As of Monday afternoon, the 
number remained at 15 - eight of 
whom were confirmed to have 
recovered and been released 
from treatment, while the other 
seven have been instructed to 
stay home, said County Extension 
Agent Julie York, a member of the 
county’s  advisory committee on 
the public health crisis.

Of  Gregg  County’s  97 , 
44 people have recovered. 
Gladewater had no positive cases, 
according to Mayor J.D. Shipp.

East Texas
stores reopen 

while COVID-19 
cases climb

It’s almost Rodeo Time in 
Gladewater, Texas! And even 
with all the COVID-19 troubles 
in the world, the Gladewater 
Round-Up Rodeo plans to ride 
into town June 10 - 13, at the 
Gladewater Rodeo Arena. 

Gladewater Rodeo officials 
are in constant contact with the 
PRCA regarding the status of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. However, 
at this time, there is no expected 
change to the 2020 Gladewater 
Round-Up Rodeo schedule, 
except for Saturday’s popular 
Gladewater Handicapable Rodeo 
for children and people with 
special needs. Due to health 
concerns for the children the 
rodeo board has decided to drop 
this even from the schedule.

But all the high-flying action 
will  be held -  start ing on 
Wednesday, June 10, with a full 
night of XTreme Bulls, followed 
by three nights of PRCA rodeo 
excitement Thursday, June 11 - 
Saturday, June 13. Gates open 
nightly at 6 p.m.

Tickets for the 83rd Gladewater 
Round-Up Rodeo are $16 for 
adults / $8 for kids (12 and under) 
and can be purchased online at 
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Due to the uncertainty of the 
COVID 19 virus outbreak, the 
Gladewater Former Students’ 
Association Board has made the 
decision to cancel the Annual 
Memorial Day Celebration that 
was scheduled to be held this 
year on May 25th at the Vererans’ 
Memorial Plaza on Pacific Street  
in downtown Gladewater.  

Although we will not gather 
that day with friends and family 
at the Plaza, we encourage you to 
take a moment to “Remember and 
Honor” our military personnel 
who died while serving in the 
United States Armed Forces.

First Baptist Church 
members Leon and Pat 
Watson along with their 
granddaughter Katherine 
Watson participated in last 
Thursday’s National Day 
of Prayer at Gladewater 
High School. The largest 
group met at the high 
school with Supt. Sedric 
Clark and school board 
member Garth Cockerell 
in attendance. Groups met 
at all GISD campuses to 
pray and to volunteer in a 
campus cleanup.  

First Baptist Church Pastor Bailey Harris leads a prayer group at Gladewater Middle 
School at last Thursday’s National Day of Prayer noon service. School Board 
member Ross Morgan also participated in the GMS group.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Manna House Director Ron Byers, president David Clark, treasurer Donna Seerey and 
director Lisa Wilburn receive a $1,000 donation from Gladewater Brookshire’s Manager 
Aquilla Crater. The community food ministry provides family food boxes for food 
deprived individuals who live within the Gladewater 75647 zip code. Financial donations 
may be mailed too: Manna House, P.O. Box 808, Gladewater, 75647.  
Photo By Suzanne Bardwell.

Gladewater 
Museum to 

open May 22 

By Elaine Roddy
Gladewater Museum Director
The Gladewater Museum will 

open its doors to visitors again on 
Friday and Saturday, May 22 and 
23 with CDC restrictions in place, 
including social distancing. 

Our volunteers will wear masks 
and guests are encouraged to do 
likewise. Our hands-on activities 
will not be available. Our policy 
will be to sanitize public surfaces 
after each guest. Regular hours 
for the museum are from 10 
a.m. until 4 p.m. The museum is 
located at 116 W. Pacific Avenue.

We have missed welcoming 
our guests who visit with the 
expectation of learning about 
Gladewater. You had no choice 
except to stay home and we had 
no choice about closing. We are 
all trying to protect our health—
the health of our visitors and 
our volunteers. We sincerely 
hope that you have enjoyed the 
virtual tours on our website and 
facebook page while we have 
been closed. We appreciate all of 
you who follow, share and ‘like’ 
the museum.

Please stop by the museum 
when you visit Gladewater. There 
is always something new to 
see or a new story that we can 
tell. Remember that we depend 
on donations and memberships. 
Thanks for your support.

Game warden urges safety on Lake Gladewater
With the COVID-19 pandemic 

ongoing situation closing school 
early, many businesses closed 
or operating under limited 
capacity rules and many people 
unexpectedly unemployed, 
Gladewater Lake is getting used 
much more.

And this has Gregg County  
Game Warden Todd Long 
concerned because he is seeing 
many people not obeying basic 
safety rules.  

“With more and more people 
off work, school closings, warm 
weather, and others practicing 
social distancing, Gladewater 
Lake has recently grown in 
popularity amongst local boaters 
and fishermen,” Long said. 
“During this time, wardens will 
have an added presence there 
and all East Texas waterways to 
educate boaters of all ages the 
importance of being familiar 
with their safety equipment, 
boating rules and regulations, and 
operational do’s and don’ts.  We 
will also be cautioning boaters 

regarding recent high water levels 
and currents that have concealed 
stumps, submerged docks, and 
dislodged items just beneath the 
surface.

“Wardens will continue to 
stress the importance that boaters 
be familiar with all local city 
ordinances like those in place at 
Lake Gladewater. 

“Some of those ordinances 
include a specialized buoy system, 
counter-clockwise direction of 
travel, restricted boating areas, 
protected swimming areas, and 
related.”

Long said “Slowing down, 
wearing a life jacket, avoiding 
alcohol, having a float plan, 
using common courtesy, and 
completing a TPWD boater 
education workshop will help 
boaters avoid potential mishaps 
and ensure a safe outing on our 
East Texas lakes this summer and 
year-round.” 

Long urges everyone who plans 
to enjoy the lake to familiarize 
themseleves with the following 

rules:

BOATING 
REGULATIONS

It shall be unlawful for any 
person operating a boat with 
toi le t  accommodat ions to 
discharge waste materials from 
the boat’s toilet into the waters 
of Lake Gladewater.

No person may operate any 
boat or water craft at a rate of 
speed greater than is reasonable 
and prudent, having due regard 
for the conditions and hazards, 
actual and potential ,  then 
existing, including weather and 
density of traffic, or greater than 
will permit him, in the exercise 
of reasonable care, to bring the 
boat to a stop within the assured 
clear distance ahead. In the boat 
docking area the operator of a 
boat shall control the speed of 
said boat as may be necessary 
to prevent the leaving of a wake 
behind said boat.

 No person may operate a boat 
or water craft propelled in whole 

or in part by a motor fueled by 
gas, gasoline, diesel, or naphtha, 
unless the same is equipped with 
a muffler, underwater exhaust, 
or other device capable of 

adequately muffling the sound of 
the motor’s exhaust. Adequately 
muffling shall mean that the 
motor’s exhaust is at all times so 

By Suzanne Bardwell
These Red Raiders could be called the Masked 

Entrepreneurs. Meeting their sophomore year at 
Texas Tech University the duo’s college friendship 
has grown over the years and now they are 
business partners. East 
Texan Kristin Kennedy 
and West Texan Liz 
Staggs, after decades of 
friendship, have become 
business partners in a 
company, that with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
is currently focusing on 
the production of anti-
microbial masks.

Staggs taught middle 
school  Engl ish  and 
Special Education in 
Lubbock in the early 
‘90s and after receiving 
her graduate degree in 
instructional technology 
she worked for Region 10 
Education Service Center in Richardson. Kennedy 
worked in technology for global tech companies 
including InFocus where she was the senior director 

of sales, Optoma’s general manager, and BenQ’s 
Vice President of Sales for the last 20 years. 

A 1988 White Oak High School grad, Kennedy 
traveled extensively throughout Asia and Europe in 
her former positions. Staggs owns Scrubs ’n Style, 

a healthcare uniform 
shop in Lubbock which 
includes a small sewing 
studio in Wolfforth. 
The college buddies, 
now business partners, 
saw a  demand for 
quality face masks at 
the beginning of the 
COVID 19 pandemic. 
Kennedy, like most 
people, couldn’t find 
reusable face masks for 
herself or her family. 

“After a long phone 
call, we decided to 
take a leap and work to 
solve this problem as 
quickly and efficiently 

as possible,” Kennedy said. “After discovering 
that elastic ear loops only properly fit one-third 

Red Raiders create COVID-19 masks

COVID-19 UPDATE:

By Phillip Williams and Jim Bardwell
The number of confirmed COVID-19 cases in Upshur County had 

risen to 17 as of last week, while Gregg County has 131 cases.
Of Upshur’s 17 cases, eight were confirmed to have recovered, 

and none are believed to have emanated from nursing homes, County 
Judge Todd Tefteller said. A mobile unit from the state which tested 
45 persons at the Gilmer Civic Center on April 29 found all tested 
negative, which was a “big relief,” the judge said.

Before learning that, Tefteller had said the result of those tests would 
weigh heavily on when county offices will resume normal operating 
hours. The county commissioners court voted March 23 to order all 
county offices to close to the public at noon on weekdays, and the 
judge said last week that “I hope that we can get something decided 
really soon” on returning to normal hours.

Of Gregg County’s 131 cases there have been two deaths and 48 
recoveries. Gladewater has had four cases - two in Upshur County 
and two in Gregg County - but Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp said 
the latest Gregg County case attributed to Gladewater is actually 
outside the city limits.

As of Monday, May 11, there are 1,569 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in the East Texas area, with 43 deaths. There are four 
COVID-19 related fatalities within Smith County as of Monday, May 
11 and 106 reported recovered cases in Smith County as of Monday.

Governor Greg Abbott Monday directed the Texas Health and 
Human Services Commission (HHSC), the Texas Division of 
Emergency Management (TDEM), and the Texas Department of State 
Health Services (DSHS) to test 100 percent of residents and staff in 
Texas nursing homes. The Governor instructed HHSC, TDEM, and 
DSHS to develop and implement a plan based on the guidance of 
Vice President Mike Pence and Dr. Deborah Birx.

“The State of Texas is working to rapidly expand our testing capacity 
- especially among vulnerable populations in Texas nursing homes,” 
said Governor Abbott. “This important collaboration among HHSC, 
TDEM, and DSHS will ensure that any potential clusters of COVID-19 
cases in nursing homes are quickly detected and contained.”

Gregg County has 131 cases, 
Upshur County up to 17
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POTHOLE OF THE WEEKPOTHOLE OF THE WEEK

GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $7,667.74 $3,375.85 127.13% $61,079.92 $39,512.83 54.58%
Easton 1.000% $5,429.46 $3,209.05 69.19% $35,995.37 $21,592.82 66.70%
Gladewater 1.500% $85,840.07 $83,322.06 3.02% $885,048.37 $813,034.02 8.85%
Kilgore 1.500% $517,679.73 $780,361.32 -33.66% $5,439,984.52 $7,645,900.97 -28.85%
Lakeport 1.500% $18,668.79 $16,721.13 11.64% $173,916.33 $163,134.84 6.60%
Longview 1.500% $2,986,598.30 $2,678,445.29 11.50% $25,156,106.14 $25,714,719.51 -2.17%
Warren City 1.000% $1,189.32 $1,452.18 -18.10% $12,604.65 $15,194.79 -17.04%
White Oak 1.500% $98,335.64 $110,160.73 -10.73% $838,621.93 $853,286.16 -1.71%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $19,813.03 $15,173.95 30.57% $181,398.54 $151,653.12 19.61%
East Mountain 1.000% $3,213.63 $2,552.19 25.91% $31,975.71 $24,311.34 31.52%
Gilmer 1.500% $168,656.54 $149,496.97 12.81% $1,604,899.67 $1,402,955.25 14.39%
Ore City 1.500% $21,176.58 $15,864.26 33.48% $173,671.91 $142,663.12 21.73%
Union Grove 1.000% $215.20 $190.01 13.25% $3,243.23 $3,839.22 -15.52%

A reader shared this week’s Pothole of the Week with 
the Mirror. This one is at US 80 and Loop 485, which 
gets a lot of traffic every day and is TxDOT’s respon-
sibility. Got a pothole to share? Send your photo to: 
gladewatermirror@aol.com or snap a photo using the 
Gladewater Mirror App.

Continued on Page 3

Record- Bears 12 Tatum 9 Ties- 1
First Game- 1986 Bears won 25-0
Last Game- 2019 Bears won 28-14
Tatum’s Last Win- 2009 29-28
Total Points Scored- Bears 588 Tatum 470
Most Points in a Game- 89-1998-Tatum won 62-27
Fewest Points in a Game- 14-1992 Bears won 14-0, 1994 Bears 7 
Tatum 7
Largest Point Spread-44-1987 Bears 44-0, 1990 Bears 50-6
Closest Game Tie not Included-1point 2009 Tatum 29-28, 2018 
Bears 36-35.
Number of Times Bears Have Shutout Tatum- 5
1986 Bears 25-0, 1987 Bears 44-0, 1991 Bears 35-0, 1992 Bears 
14-0, 2000 Bears 19-0
Number of Times Tatum Has Shutout Bears- 0

Gladewater Bears vs. Tatum Eagles 
Friday, Sept. 25, at 7:30 p.m. in Gladewater

By Elizabeth McKamy 
The fans got all they asked for Friday night at R E St John Memorial 

Stadium in Kilgore as the visiting Gladewater Bears scored 21 
unanswered points to come from behind to defeat the host Kilgore 
Bulldogs 35-28 and spoil their Homecoming. 

Gladewater’s WR DJ Allen scooped up a Devon Walker fumble 
and raced 72 yards with 2:51 left in the game to put the Bears up for 
good. Gladewater,  who had started the possession at their own 1 yard 
line, after a 53 yard punt by Kilgore’s Cade Pippen, called Walker’s 
number up the middle. Walker plowed his way for 27 yards, but a hard 
hit from the Bulldogs Donovan Adkins knocked the ball loose and 
right into the hands of Bear speedster Allen who took it to the house.

Gladewater, for the 2nd week in a row, used outstanding special 
team play to keep themselves in the game, overcoming a 28-14 late 
3rd Quarter Kilgore lead. The Bears scored the last 21 points and the 
Bear defense shutout the potent Bulldog offense in the 4th Quarter.

It took Kilgore less than a minute to get on the scoreboard. After 
receiving the opening kickoff, Sr QB Dalton McElyea hit Sr RB Tray 
Epps on a swing pass and Epps broke tackles and ran 58 yards for 
the score. Jr Chris Baldazo’s kick was good and the Bulldogs led 7-0 
with 11:15 left in the 1st Quarter.

Gladewater struck back with lightning speed as the Bears return 
man Sr Eligia Carter took the ensuing kickoff 102 yards to paydirt. 

Bears rally to 
capture 35-28 win

Last weekend’s Gladewater 
Arts & Crafts Festival, held 
on the Broadway School 
front lawn, was a huge suc-
cess with 65 vendors fill-
ing 73 booths. Blue skies 
and fall-like temperatures 
brought out waves of ea-
ger East Texas shoppers 
who have been hunkered 
down for months due to 
COVID-19. Vendors said 
the festival helped save 
what had become a dismal 
selling season as event af-
ter event got canceled due 
to the pandemic. Several 
vendors reported they sold 
more items this Saturday 
alone than they did over 
both days last year.

Photos by Jim Bardwell

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $765.3 million in local 
sales tax allocations for September, 4.5 percent less than in September 2019. These 
allocations are based on sales made in July by businesses that report tax monthly.

Rising COVID-19 infection rates in July likely suppressed economic activity.
Gladewater posted a 3.02-percent increase in sales tax revenue over the same 

reporting period - $85,840.07 compared to $83,322.06 in 2019. Fot the year, 
Gladewater is 8.85-percent ahead fo 2019 - $885,048.37 compared to $813,034.02 
the previous year.

“We are very fortunate that our local economy is weathering the pandemic 
storm,” said Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp. “We still have growth-to-date over 
last year which is amazing.  Thank you to our local businesses for enduring the 
hardships of the pandemic to serve our community’s needs! Thank you Gladewater 
for shopping local!”

Manna House volunteers Bob Sedgwick and Gary Hines 
unload food donations from generous Gladewater Mirror 
readers for the community food ministry. Food donations 
may be dropped off at the newspaper office at 211 N. 
Main St. weekdays during business hours or at Manna 
House in the southwest corner of City Hall on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. 
Financial donations may be mailed to Manna House, P.O. 
Box 808, Gladewater, 75647. 
Families and individuals who are food deprived are 
warmly welcomed to come by Manna House Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Gladewater’s local sales tax 
revenue steady, up 3.02%

Continued on Page 8

GISD board looks 
to save big bucks

By Suzanne Bardwell
It was all about money and how to save it at Monday’s GISD 

board meeting. While many homeowners are refinancing their home 
loans because of record low interest rates the board is looking at the 
possibility of doing something similar with the refinancing of the 2014 
bond. Attorney Jeff Gulbas of the firm McCall, Parkhurst & Horton 
made the proposal for the district to be prepared for the opportunity 
to do so when the market is right. The amount to be refinanced is 
about $27,720,000 which was financed at between 3-5 percent interest 
based on “market give or take” according to Chief Financial Officer 
Glenda Hickey.

Gulbas said that the possible savings would run somewhere in 
the neighborhood of $239,000 to $244,000 annually over the life of 
the loan to 2044. Gulbas said there would not be any fees or costs 
associated with the refinancing and the rate they were looking for 
would be in the 1.4% to 1.5% range. It would also take debt off of 
GISD books with the refinancing.

“We are looking at a six month window,” Gulbas said. “GISD would 
not be committed unless the market is conducive to the move. We 
would hope to have it done before the November election.”

Trustees unanimously approved Hickey and Supt. Sedric Clark to 
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By Elizabrth McKamy
The skies over Jack V. Murphy “Bear” Stadium were filled with 

missiles as Gladewater’s “Air Raid” brought down the Eagles of Tatum 
42-21 here Friday night in the District 6 3A Div. 1 season opener. Bear 
Sr QB Tristan Holmes threw for 350 yards and connected with Jr WR 
DJ Allen for 5 touchdowns and the Bear defense came up with two 
key interceptions enroute to the victory. 

Gladewater got on the scoreboard first, taking the opening kickoff 
and going 65 yards in 17 plays, eating up over 7:00 minutes off the 
clock, converting three 4th downs to keep the drive moving. Holmes 
hit Allen with a 15 yard TD strike and Sr K Justice Hassek split the 
uprights to give Gladewater a 7-0 lead with 4:16 left in the 1st Quarter. 

The Bears scored again in the 2nd Quarter after Jr DL Eli Kates 
intercepted Tatum QB Kendric Malone’s pass and returned it 14 
yards to give Gladewater great field position at their own 46 yard 
line. Four plays later Holmes hit Allen again,  this time from 48 yards 
out. Hassek’s pat was good and the Bears led 14-0 with 10:04 left in 
the 2nd Quarter. 

Tatum got their first points of the game  going on a 9 play, 70 yard 
drive. Malone, who was 18 of 31 passing for 302 yards in the game, hit 
Jr WR Kendall Williams for 13 yards and the touchdown. Sr K Omar 
Rodriquez was perfect on the extra point and the Eagles narrowed 
the Bear lead to 14-7 with 2:51 left in the half. Two minutes later 
the Bears answered Tatum’s TD with one of their own when Holmes 

Bears shoot down 
Tatum Eagles, 42-21

Continued on Page 8

Noted local philanthropist and KC alumnus Mike Clements has a 
motto that he distinctly stands by: “When life becomes about everyone 
else and not about you, great things can be accomplished.”

 Clements fully embraces this motto with a gracious gift of $100,000 
to Kilgore College athletic programs to 
benefit student-athletes.

 “I’m blessed to be in a situation where 
I am able to give back to change students’ 
lives, one student at a time,” Clements said.

 A portion of the funds will supplement 
The Lane Johnson Athletic Performance 
Center project which is set for construction 
this semester on the Kilgore campus.

 “We are so grateful that Mike has stepped 
forward to make a transformational gift that will have a lasting impact 
on our student-athletes for years to come,” said Dr. Brenda Kays, KC 
president. “Our primary mission will continue to afford our student-
athletes the best possible academic and athletic experience during 
their time as Rangers, and in order to continue to do so, contributions 
such as this are vital for us to achieve those goals.”

 Clements, owner of Energy Weldfab, has a long and proud 
partnership with the college that began in 1974 when Mike met his 
late wife, Amy, while attending classes at KC.

 Energy Weldfab’s success has been a tool that has allowed Clements 
to support and give generously to charities and organizations that serve 
local communities and others.

 In the early 2000s Mike and Amy collaborated with programs 
throughout KC to begin what has been a tremendous relationship 
between his family and the college.

 
“We are beyond grateful to Mike for this gift to our athletic 

department,” said Jimmy Rieves, athletic director. “His generous and 
selfless gift will allow student-athletes to have an exceptional college 
athletic experience.”

 For information on philanthropic opportunities to support students 
and student success at KC, visit https://giving.kilgore.edu.

 

Clements gifts $100K to 
Kilgore College athletics

The Education Foundation of 
Gladewater (EFG) is hosting a 
Giddy Up & Give 2020 virtual 
online auction which runs from 
Oct. 5 through 10 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 10. A live auction will be 
held Oct. 10 with a live stream 
to the Education Foundation of 
Gladewater’s Facebook page. The 
Oct. 10 live event at Stockyard 
Steakhouse in Gladewater was 
limited to 100 guests due to 
COVID-19 restrictions and 
is already sold out. However, 
the greater community can 
participate in both the online and 
live-streamed auctions to support 
Gladewater ISD teachers as they 
strive to meet their students’ 
individual needs by creating 
unique and effective classroom 
learning environments with 
innovative curriculum for their 
students pre-K through seniors.

The EFG’s mission is to 
support instructional innovation 
and creativity in the classroom 
by funding educational grants 
submitted by Gladewater ISD 
faculty and staff. The teachers 
of GISD strive to add engaging 
curriculum and learning tools to 
classrooms, but budget constraints 
at times limit purchase. 

By supporting Giddy Up & Give 
2020, Bear Nation supporters can 
help teachers develop richer 
learning environments for their 
students. The goal is to work in 
partnership with GISD and the 
community to create a premier 
school district. The EFG is 
accepting donation items now. 
Honorariums and memorials 
are also a dedicated method of 
donation.

To  l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t 
t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  a n d ,  o r 
the auct ions go to:  www.
educationfoundationgladewater.
org/giving and visit the auction 
website at www.gladewater.
m u r a b i d . c o m / .  I t e m s  a r e 
being added as received. For 
information or to donate email:  
efgladewater@yahoo.com.

Giddy Up 
& Give 2020

EFG calls all Bear 
Nation supporters

Commissioner indicted for tampering with votes
AUSTIN – Senator Bryan Hughes (R-Mineola) issued the following 

statement in conjunction with Representative Jay Dean (R- Longview) 
on last week’s indictment of four defendants on charges related to 
election fraud in the 2018 Democratic primary race for Gregg County 
Commissioner for Precinct Four:

On Wednesday, September 23, a Gregg County Grand Jury indicted 
four defendants on election offenses committed during the 2018 
Democratic primary race for Gregg County Commissioner for Precinct 
Four. The indictment alleges 134 felony counts against the four 
defendants, including Gregg County Commissioner Shannon Brown. 

The indictments cover a range of offenses including engaging in 
organized election fraud and fraudulent use of a mail ballot application.

 During the 2018 race between Kasha Williams and Mr. Brown, 
some concerning numbers were released.

 In all other Gregg County precincts, a combined total of 12 mail 
ballot applications were requested based on a voter’s disability. 
In Precinct 4, voters requested 366 ballots based on the voters’ 
disabilities. While Williams defeated Brown by more than 20 points 
in in-person early voting and election day ballots, 73% of these 366 

City-wide cleanup 
set for Oct. 10

Gladewater’s City-Wide Clean 
Up Day will be Oct. 10 from 
8 a.m. to noon. But due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and social 
distancing requirements the 
procedure will be a little different 
this year.

Gladewater residents may 
still get rid of bulky, household 
garbage and other items at the 
usual East Commerce Street 
location in downtown Gladewater, 
but you will need to unload your 
own items.

City workers will direct you 
to the drop off location, then 
they will scoop up the piles and 
deposit the items in  dumpsters 
located at the location. This 
process is to reduce personal 
contact and keep everyone safe. 

Prohibited items include paint, 
shingles, batteries, chemicals, 
tires, refrigeration items and 

commercial waste.
The City of Gladewater will 

also provide curbside pick-up for 
any disabled and senior citizens, 
as available. To schedule this 
complimentary service please call 
903-845-2196 by Friday, Oct. 9 
during business hours.

Your help is also needed to keep 
our community clean. Volunteers 
are asked to meet at the Ken 
Bennett Pavilion on E.  Pacific 
at 8 a.m. on Oct. 10 where they 
be given plastic trash bags and 
gloves and dispersed throughout 
town to help in the parks and 
neighborhoods in Gladewater.

The Gladewater Chamber of 
Commerce and the Gladewater 
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation will reward all 
volunteers and city workers with 
a free hotdog lunch at noon at the 
Ken Bennett Pavilion.

Gladewater Bear wide receiver DJ Allen makes a finger-tip reception good for one of five 
touchdowns Friday night against Tatum. 

Photo by Jim Bardwell

Wednesday, Oct. 7, 2020                                Vol. 92, No.  41                         1 Section,  8 pages                            50¢     

Fixed potholeFixed pothole

The last Pothole of the Week in front of Jack V. Murphy 
Stadium on Hendricks Street is no more. It is fixed 
along with the family of potholes that ran the length of 
the street to Gay Avenue. Kudos to city workers for the 
fix with hundreds of visitors coming to Gladewater for 
Bear football games, soccer, cross country meets and 
more the ride is now a much smoother one.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Bears vs Atlanta By the Numbers
Record- Bears 10 Atlanta 10
First Meeting- 1962 Atlanta won 12-8
Last Meeting- 2019 Atlanta won 35-28
Last Bears win- 2018 Bears won 37-20
Total Points in Series- Bears 462 Atlanta 355
Most Points in a Game- 84 Bears won 46-39 in 2013
Fewest Points in a Game- 19 Bears won 13-6 in 1965
Largest Point Spread- 22 Atlanta won 28-6 in 1965, Atlanta won 
30-8 in 2006, Bears won 36-14 in 2014
Closest Game- 1 Bears won 34-33 in the 2013 Area Playoff game 
at Lobo Stadium in the rain.
Shutouts- None

Gladewater Bears vs. Atlanta Rabbits 
Friday, Oct. 9, at 7:30 p.m. in Gladewater

Continued on Page 4

By Elizabeth McKamy
The Gladewater Bears jumped out to a 35-6 1st Quarter lead and 

then cruised their way to a 61-16 victory Friday night in New Boston’s 
Lion Stadium.  

After racking up several team records through the air last Friday 
night,  the Bears did the majority of their damage against New Boston 
on the ground. Gladewater,  
who is averaging 207 yards 
a game rushing, used their 
“ground and pound” attack to 
pile up 319 yards on 32 carries 
and 6 touchdowns. Leading the 
way for the Bears was Sr RB 
Eligia Carter who ran for 131 
yards on 7 carries while scoring 
2 touchdowns, including a 
72 yard barn burner. Not to 
be outdone, Jr RB Devon 
Walker pounded his  way for 3 
scores on 6 carries. Soph Kolin 
Lewis, who took over at the QB 
position in the 2nd half, scored 
on a 7 yard TD run in the 4th 
Quarter. Lewis was also on the 
receiving end of a 34 yard TD 
pass from QB Tristan Holmes 
to give Gladewater a 42-6 
halftime lead.  

Gladewater ’s  “Specia l 
Teams”, who have shown out 
all year, came up big once again.  In the 1st Quarter Lewis recovered 
a Bear onside kick that led to Gladewater’s 2nd score of the night 
and a 14-0 Bear lead. On New Boston’s next possession, Sr Nick 
Lincoln broke through the New Boston line to block a Lion punt and 
teammate Eli Kates scooped up the loose ball and ran 38 yards to 
paydirt.  Gladewater got another “Special Teams” touchdown when 
K’Havia Reese took a New Boston onside kick 54 yards to the house 
that ended the 1st Quarter and gave the Bears a 35-6 lead. 

The Bear defense played big all night, causing 3 turnovers. Lincoln 
intercepted his 1st pass of the year and Kates and Austin Verner 
recovered Lion fumbles. 

Gladewater will host the (1-5, 1-1) Atlanta Rabbits Friday night, 
October 9th at Jack V Murphy “Bear” Stadium. Game time is 7:30pm. 
The Rabbits are coming off a 28-14 win over Sabine, after dropping 
their first 5 games of the year. The Bears are looking to stay undefeated 
in District 6 3A D1 and atop the standings pursuing the District crown 
and the coveted #1 seed in the Texas High School playoffs. 

Bears slam Lions 
61-16, host Rabbits

Bear Nation supporters are need to help fund classroom and campus 
grants to make sure every student from our Bear Cubs to our GHS 
Big Bears have the tools they need to be successful. The Education 
Foundation of Gladewater (EFG) has re-formed and is working 
hard to raise funds to ensure that those funds are available to enrich 
classroom environments.

The EFG is hosting a Giddy Up & Give 2020 virtual online auction 
which is running through 10 p.m. this Saturday. A live auction will 
be held Oct. 10 with a live stream to the Education Foundation of 
Gladewater’s Facebook page. 

The online auction can be accessed from the Education Foundation 
of Gladewater’s Facebook page where items may be viewed and bid 
on. Follow the directions on how to register. Items include: Los Pinos 
Dinner and VIP tasting tour, a $750 orthodontics coupon, spa laser 
treatment, guided Lake Fork catfish trip, 2-hour part at Gamesters, gym 
memberships, 4-rounds of golf at Tempest, art, crafts, autographed 
Bear football, photo sessions, gift baskets, Roger Staubach 
autographed jersey, Bob Lilly autographed football, Earl Campbell 
autographed Houston Oilers helmet, Nolan Ryan autographed print, 
Patrick Mahomes print, designer purses, Mossberg 300 Winchester, 
Fredricksburg B&B and much more.

The Oct. 10 live event at Stockyard Steakhouse in Gladewater was 
limited to 100 guests due to COVID-19 restrictions and is already sold 
out. However, the greater community can participate in both the online 
and live-streamed auctions to support Gladewater ISD teachers as they 

EFG auction to benefit GISD
sports memorabilia, unique 

items appeal to bidders

City-wide cleanup 
set for Oct. 10

Gladewater’s annual City-
Wide Clean Up Day will be this 
Saturday, Oct. 10, from 8 a.m. to 
noon. But due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and social distancing 
requirements the procedure will 
be a little different this year.

Gladewater residents may drop 
off bulky, household garbage 
and other items at the usual East 
Commerce Street location in 
downtown Gladewater, but you 
will need to unload your own 
items.

City workers will direct you 
to the drop off location, then 
they will scoop up the piles and 
deposit the items in  dumpsters 
located at the location. This 
process is to reduce personal 
contact and keep everyone safe. 

Prohibited items include paint, 
shingles, batteries, chemicals, 
tires, refrigeration items and 

commercial waste.
The City of Gladewater will 

also provide curbside pick-up for 
any disabled and senior citizens, 
as available. To schedule this 
complimentary service please call 
903-845-2196 by Friday, Oct. 9 
during business hours.

Your help is also needed to keep 
our community clean. Volunteers 
are asked to meet at the Ken 
Bennett Pavilion on E.  Pacific 
at 8 a.m. on Oct. 10 where they 
be given plastic trash bags and 
gloves and dispersed throughout 
town to help in the parks and 
neighborhoods in Gladewater.

The Gladewater Chamber of 
Commerce and the Gladewater 
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation will reward all 
volunteers and city workers with 
a free hotdog lunch at noon at the 
Ken Bennett Pavilion.

Bears roll to 61-16 win

District 6 3A D1 Standings 
Gladewater 4-2, 2-0
White Oak 3-0, 2-0
Sabine 3-3, 1-1
Atlanta 1-5, 1-1
Tatum 2-1, 0-1
Jefferson 2-3, 0-1
New Boston 1-3, 0-2

Friday Game Scores
Gladewater 61 New Boston 16
White Oak 34 Jefferson 33
Atlanta 28 Sabine 14
Tatum open

This Week’s Schedule 
Gladewater vs Atlanta 
Tatum vs New Boston 
Sabine vs Jefferson 
White Oak open

Byrd’s Nest owner Karla Byrd stops for a moment to 
express appreciation to Sheila Faggan of Caring Hearts 
of Gladewater for not only the downtown posting of the 
colorful ribbons that represent the fight against specific 
cancers, but also for saving Byrd a pink one which 
represents the fight against breast cancer. Byrd’s friend 
Heather Nolan was diagnosed in 2004 at the age of 34. 
Nolan’s legacy of friendship also includes the organization 
Hope for the Future Warriors of Breast Cancer.  

Kolin Lewis leaps up in the air for a catch during the Gladewater 61-16 victory over New Boston Friday night.
Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Phillip Williams
The number of state-confirmed COVID-19 cases in Upshur County 

has now reached 401, but county officials are still trying to clarify 
conflicting reports from the state on the number of deaths from the 
disease, county Emergency Management Coordinator Marc Nichols 
said Monday.

While the Texas Department of State Health Services website lists 
10 deaths, the agency tells him in its telephone updates that the number 
is three, Nichols said.

He added that he had received an email address for the state health 
coordinator “that I have reached out to” to clear up the discrepancy.

Nichols also said Upshur is not the only county “having the issue 
of getting accurate information” from the state health department.

He made that observation in a phone interview after issuing a 
news release saying local officials received information that 350 of 
the 401 persons stricken have recovered, and that there are 48 active 
cases besides the three deaths. County Extension Agent Julie York, 
a member of the county’s COVID advisory committee, issued the 
release on Nichols’ behalf.

When York informed the Upshur County Commissioners Court 
at its meeting on Wednesday of  last week that the state listed three 
deaths, but was working with Nichols to update that total, County 
Judge Todd Tefteller said the state was “behind the curve” as “we 
know we have 10.”

Tefteller also said county officials have known for a month the 
amount was more than three.

County COVID cases climb to 401
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POTHOLE OF THE WEEKPOTHOLE OF THE WEEK

GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $5,191.37 $3,146.20 65.00% $66,271.29 $42,659.03 55.35%
Easton 1.000% $4,269.25 $3,390.23 25.92% $40,264.62 $24,983.05 61.16%
Gladewater 1.500% $81,340.71 $90,997.90 -10.61% $966,389.08 $904,031.92 6.89%
Kilgore 1.500% $469,195.15 $873,099.02 -46.26% $5,909,179.67 $8,518,999.99 -30.63%
Lakeport 1.500% $22,014.41 $17,541.43 25.49% $195,930.74 $180,676.27 8.44%
Longview 1.500% $2,647,870.72 $2,682,059.44 -1.27% $27,803,976.86 $28,396,778.95 -2.08%
Warren City 1.000% $1,149.25 $1,360.77 -15.54% $13,753.90 $16,555.56 -16.92%
White Oak 1.500% $75,059.22 $85,699.42 -12.41% $913,681.15 $938,985.58 -2.69%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $20,118.98 $14,344.26 40.25% $201,517.52 $165,997.38 21.39%
East Mountain 1.000% $4,576.53 $3,255.96 40.55% $36,552.24 $27,567.30 32.59%
Gilmer 1.500% $155,575.46 $181,989.78 -14.51% $1,760,475.13 $1,584,945.03 11.07%
Ore City 1.500% $17,022.49 $15,651.66 8.75% $190,694.40 $158,314.78 20.45%
Union Grove 1.000% $343.02 $264.20 29.83% $3,586.25 $4,103.42 -12.60%

Continued on Page 6

This “Pothole of the Week” at US 80 and Loop 485 was 
featured two weeks again and is still not fixed. This in-
tersection gets a lot of traffic every day and is TxDOT’s 
responsibility. Got a pothole to share? Send your pho-
to to: gladewatermirror@aol.com or snap a photo us-
ing the Gladewater Mirror App.

By The Numbers 
Record- Bears 11 Jefferson 8 Ties- 1
First Meeting- 1929 Jefferson won 54-0
Last Meeting- 2003 Jefferson won 
Total Points Scored in Series- Bears 377 Jefferson 339
Most Points Scored in a Game- 56 1994 Jefferson won 42-14
Fewest Points Scored in a Game- 12 1991 Tie 6-6
Largest Point Spread- 54 1929 Jefferson won 54-0
Closest Game Not Including Ties- 1998 Bears won 27-26
Bears Shutout Jefferson 3 Times- 1966 27-0, 1968 41-0, 1987 35-0
Jefferson Shutout Bears 2 Times- 1929 54-0, 1930 33-0

Gladewater Bears vs. Jefferson Bulldogs 
Friday, Oct. 16, at 7:30 p.m. in Jefferson

Bears eye playoffs 
after beating Rabbits

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $751.5 million in 
local sales tax allocations for October, 2.8 percent less than in October 2019. These 
allocations are based on sales made in August by businesses that report tax monthly.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to weigh on the Texas economy and sales 
tax revenue.

Gladewater posted a -10.61-percent decline in sales tax revenue over the same 
reporting period - $81,340.71 compared to $90,997.90 in 2019. But for the year, 
Gladewater is still ahead of 2019 - 6.89-percent - $966,389.08 compared to 
$904,031.92 the previous year.

Clarksville City’s sales tax revenue soared over the same reporting period last 
year 65-percent - $5,191.37 compared to $3,146.20, but White Oak experienced 
a -12.41 drop in sales tax revenue over 2019 numbers - $75,059.22 compared to 
$85,699.42, as did Warren City with a -15.54-percent decline.

Gladewater’s local sales tax 
revenue slips in red 10.61%

Continued on Page 3

District 6 3A D1 Standings 
Gladewater 5-2, 3-0
White Oak 3-0, 2-0
Tatum 3-1, 1-1
Jefferson 3-3, 1-1
Sabine 3-4, 1-2
Atlanta 1-6, 1-2
New Boston 1-4, 0-3

Friday’s Game Scores
Gladewater 42 Atlanta 27
Tatum 56 New Boston 32
Jefferson 41 Sabine 34
White Oak open

This Week’s Games 
Gladewater at Jefferson 
Tatum at Atlanta 
Sabine at White Oak 
New Boston open

By Elizabeth Mckamy
The Gladewater offense outscored Atlanta 21-7 in the 3rd Quarter 

and the Bear defense shutdown the potent Rabbit running attack, 
allowing only 13 rushing yards in the 2nd half, giving the host team 
a 42-27 victory here at Jack V. Murphy Stadium Friday night. The 
win keeps Gladewater atop the District leader board and gets them 
one step closer to the District crown and a #1 seed into the State 3A 
D1 playoffs.

The  Bears ,  who have 
outscored opponents 85-34 
in the 1st Quarter, found the 
going tough against a ball 
control Atlanta offense and 
a stubborn Rabbit defense. 
Gladewater won the toss, but 
deffered to the 2nd half as is 
their custom. Atlanta took the 
opening kickoff, using a steady 
diet of Jr RB Keith Kinney, and 
drove from their own 15 yard 
line to the Bear 45 in 6 plays, 
but on 2 & 9 the Gladewater 
defensive line broke through 
and tackled Kinney for a 5 
yard loss. After an incomplete 
pass and a 32 yard punt, the 
Bear’s offense went to work 
from their own 18 yard line. 
Proving that they could run the 
“ground and pound” as well as 
any team, Gladewater marched 
down the field in 10 plays. Mixing in a couple of pass plays, the Bears 
got on the scoreboard when QB Tristan Holmes hit Jr WR DJ Allen 
with a 22 yard touchdown pass. Kicker Justice Hassek’s extra point 
was good and the Bears led 7-0 with 3:50 left in the 1st Quarter. 

On the ensuing kickoff the Bears tried an onside kick, but the 
Rabbit’s Adrian Kennington fell on the loose ball, giving Atlanta great 
field position at their own 49 yard line. It only took the Rabbits 6 plays 
to cover those 51 yards, tying the game on QB Justin Pierce’s 30 yard 
touchdown pass to Kam Dickerson. K Daniel Hernandez’s kick was 
good and the score was knotted at 7 with :37 left in the 1st Quarter.

On the Bear’s next possession they ran up against a tough Atlanta 
defense, giving the ball back to the Rabbits at the Bear 41 yard line.  
Despite the good field position Atlanta couldn’t get anything going 
and punted the ball back to Gladewater. It only took the Bears 3 plays 
to cover the 81 yards to their 2nd score of the night. Holmes hit Kolin 
Lewis with a short pass, but the speedster Lewis outran all Rabbit 
defenders 70 yards for the score. Hassek’s kick was good and the 
Bears went back ahead 14-7.

Atlanta notched the score at 14, going 75 yards in 8 plays, scoring 
on a 5 yard run by Kinney with 2:54 left in the 1st half. The tie lasted 
all of 1:31 as the Bears took the ensuing kickoff and went 64 yards 
in 3 plays. RB Eligia Carter got his only TD of the night on a run of 
60 yards. Hassek, who was 6 for 6 kicking extra points on the night, 
banged his kick through the uprights, giving Gladewater a 21-14 lead 
with 1:21 left in the half. 

It didn’t take Atlanta long to put more points on the board after a 

State Troopers responded to the scene of the fatal crash on Texas  
300, approximately four miles northwest of the city of Longview in 
Upshur County.

According to DPS spokesperson Jean Dark, the investigator;s report 
indicates the driver of a 2003 Hummer H2, Steven Earl Montgomery, 
55, of Big Sandy was traveling southeast on SH 300 Oct. 8 when the 
vehicle went off the roadway to the left and entered the east side ditch 
where it struck a group of trees and overturned. 

Mr. Montgomery was pronounced at the scene by Judge Betterton 
and was taken to Grubbs-Loyd Funeral Home in Gilmer.

Montgomery had been reported missing on Oct. 7 and was last 
seen by his family leaving his residence for work around 5:15 a.m. 
that day.  A land owner discovered the crash on Oct. 8 and notified 
emergency personnel.

The crash remains under investigation.

Missing man found, 
killed in traffic accident

Early voting has started in Texas 
this week and this November 3  
General Election will be like no 
other election ever seen.

There will be a few major 
changes that will affect every 
voter.

First, there will be no more 
“Straight Party” voting – the 
option will NOT be on your ballot. 
Voters will need to read each 
office and select their candidate 
for that office. The candidate’s 
party affiliation will be listed next 
to the candidate’s name.

Second, physicians urge all 
Texans to play it safe as they 
fulfill their civic duty, reminding 
everyone that it is possible to vote 
safely during a pandemic.

“Voting can be made safe 
by following the public health 
guidelines,” said Diana L. Fite, 
MD, president of the Texas 
Medical Association (TMA). “A 
little planning goes a long way.”

With the coronavirus still 
actively spreading in Texas, some 
elderly patients and Texans with 
disabilities wonder if it’s safe 
for them to vote in this year’s 
election, since they are most at 
risk for serious illness if they 
catch COVID-19.

Texans might have two options 
to vote: an individual might 
qualify to vote by mail, or he or 
she may vote in person.

“For those over 65 years old 
or who have chronic illnesses, 

it would be preferable to stay at 
home and send off an application 
for a mail-in ballot,” said Dr. 
Fite. “It’s certainly safer for 
these people to vote at home 
and mail their ballot than to 
venture out among crowds.” 
Any registered voter 65 years or 
older on Election Day or with a 
disability may vote early by mail 
in a Texas election.

The Texas Secretary of State 
has information and instructions 
about how to apply to vote by 
mail. 

Tip: The voter’s local voting 
clerk must receive an application 
for a mail-in ballot by Friday, 
Oct. 23.

For Texans opting to vote in 
person, there are options as well.

The early voting period runs 
Tuesday, Oct. 13 through Friday, 
Oct. 30. During this period, 
registered Texans can vote in 
person at any polling location in 
their home county. Voters might 
consider looking online for less-
busy polling places and times, to 
avoid crowds. 

Dr. Fite recommends early 
voting if possible to avoid any 
unforeseen problems. “If a person 
is sick on Election Day, that 
person should not go out to vote,” 
said Dr. Fite. “Instead, early 
voting is a consideration to avoid 
that possibility from occurring.”   

On Election Day, Nov. 3, 
voters registered in a county that 
participates in the Countywide 
Polling Place Program may vote 
at any polling location in the 
county. If someone’s county does 
not participate in that program, 
he or she must vote in their own 
precinct on Election Day.

Whether voting early or on 
Election Day, physicians urge 
everyone to plan ahead and 
practice the same public health 
best practices as if they were 
going to the grocery store or 
anywhere else in public.

“Wash hands or use sanitizer 
before and after voting, try to 
stay 6 feet from others, and wear 
a mask,” said Dr. Fite. Simply 
maintaining space while waiting 

Take proper health precautions when voting early

Giddy Up & Give event auctioneer Chuck Darling, who is Vice President of Tyson 
Fundraising,  assisted by Education of Foundation of Gladewater board member Katie 
Abernathy Ellis were exuberant and successful elements of Saturday’s wildly successful 
event.                   Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
Giddy Up & Give was the event 

and people did just that to the 
tune of approximately $35,000. 
The newly re-formed Education 
Foundation of Gladewater (EFG) 
hosted its first event Saturday 
night at Stockyard Steakhouse 
with 100 tickets sold.

“This time last year, we were 
a steering committee of only a 
few members studying how to 
best move forward with plans 
for establishing a sound and 
permanent education foundation 
for Gladewater,” EFG president 
Cathy Shipp said. “Within a few 
short months the EFG was well on 
its way as a nonprofit organization 
with a new set of bylaws, elected 
officers and directors of about 
20 members, ready to go to 
work to raise funds for teacher 
grants and to provide a means 
for the community to support our 
mission of enhancing the quality 

EFG’s Giddy Up & Give did just that,
$35K raised for future grants

of education for GISD students 
by distributing needed resources 
towards the programs, activities 

and projects of the classroom 
teachers.”

Those resources have been 

dramatically increased by the 
wildly successful Giddy Up & 

Continued on Page 4

Early voting now Early voting now 
underway, see polling underway, see polling 
locations on Page 6locations on Page 6

Voting ends Oct. 30thVoting ends Oct. 30th
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Early voting 
underway in 

Upshur County 
Commissioners 

Pct. 3 race
On July 14, Texas will hold its 2020 runoff elections to decide the 

final spots for Democrats and Republicans on the November general 
election ballot. There are 35 congressional, legislative and state board 
nominations up for grabs. And locally, there are two runoff races in 
Upshur County - Kent Abernathy is facing Michael Ashley for the 
Pct. 3 Commissioner seat. There is no one running on the Democratic 
Party side, so the winner of this runoff will be the next commissioner, 
replacing retiring commisisoner Frank Berka. Early voting started 
Monday, June 29.

To help voters make an informed decision, the Gladewater Mirror 
is offering the following Q&A for both candidates. 

KENT ABERNATHY MICHAEL ASHLEY

Q - Briefly tell us your experience and expertise that will help 
you in representing Upshur County Pct. 3 on the Commissioner’s 

A - Gradua ted  f rom 
Gladewater High School then 
UT Tyler with a BS-Technology 
Degree in 1984. I took numerous 
classes dealing with Finance, 
M a r k e t i n g ,  E c o n o m i c s , 
Accounting, Communication 
Skills, and Computer Skills along 
the way. I have also had hundreds 
our hours with General Motors 
Management Training. Nothing 
compares to the on the job training 
that I have experienced in the last 
36 years of my life. During these 
years- I have served on Little 

A - I have recently retired 
after a 40 plus year career at 
TXU Mining in Mt. Pleasant. For 
the last 31 years and until now 
I have managed and operated a 
successful  cattle ranch. I have 
been responsible for maintaining 
a budget, buying supplies, and 
keeping all equipment in good 
working condition. My ability 
to problem solve and the fact 
that work well with others are 
just some of the many assets I 
will bring to the Commissioners 
Court.

Continued on Page 3

Positive COVID-19 
cases at city hall 
causes doors to 
close for 21 days

The Upshur County Sheriff’s Office was notified last week that the 
Upshur County Game Room Hearing Examiner Don Gross has upheld 
the Sheriff’s Office denial of three game room permit applications 
from Harry Fox due to misleading information being provided with 
the application. 

“After reviewing the evidence, personal testimony and video 
testimony presented at the June 23, 2020 hearing on The Country 
Store, LLC, I find the information provided in Exhibits 3 and 4 to 
be misleading. I am denying the appeal and uphold the ruling by the 
Upshur County Sheriff’s Office. Thank you, Don Gross.”

According to a press release from the Upshur County Sheriff’s 
Office, Fox and his partner Randall Rudd had appealed the Sheriff’s 
Office decision to deny their game room applications due to 
misleading information regarding contributions being made to area 
law enforcement. 

The press release gos on to say, “The Sheriff’s Office, knowing that 
the applicants had not made a donation to this office, checked with 
other law enforcement agencies in the area and learned that they too 
had not taken direct donations from the applicants as listed in the 
application. 

“The investigation of the donations determined that the listed 
donations were made by the Upshur County Crime Stoppers 
organization, not the applicants. The applicants have donated to 
Upshur County Crime Stoppers, a separate organization not governed 
by County of Upshur officials. 

“The applicants have the right to appeal the Hearing Examiner’s 
decision to the 115 District Court within 30 days of the Examiners 
ruling. This week, Upshur County Sheriff’s investigators will turn in a 
criminal case report to the District Attorney’s Office for consideration 
of criminal charges related to the incident.”

Game room permit denial upheld

The Mirror 
office will 
be closed 

Friday 

By Phillip Williams
The annual East Texas Yamboree festival, which draws thousands to 

the city of Gilmer each October, and the city’s annual July 3 fireworks 
show have been canceled due to the COVID-19 pandemic--the first 
time in 75 years the Yamboree has been suspended.

City and Upshur County officials cited Gov. Greg Abbott’s order 
regulating public gatherings as a factor in the decision, and County 
Judge Todd Tefteller and Mayor Tim Marshall issued a directive 
Monday (June 29) effectively canceling the 83rd holding of the festival 
and the fireworks show. 

Tefteller said his meeting Friday with the county’s COVID-19 
advisory committee, Marshall, and the Yamboree board’s executive 
committee produced “the unanimous decision by all that there is no 
way in the world to hold the Yamboree or 4th of July celebrations 
this year responsibly.” 

Although the festival was not scheduled until Oct. 15-17, Tefteller 
said the issue of whether to hold it had to be addressed now partly 
because contestants for “Queen Yam” of the annual gathering were 
due to start their contest Monday (June 29) of selling tickets to 
Yamboree events.

The other factor in the decision, he said, was Abbott’s order 
generally prohibiting “gatherings of more than 100 people without 
approval of local officials.” 

The judge wrote that his Monday order willl ban all activities on 
county property of 100 people or more, and “This I do with a heavy 
heart, but there is no other way.” Tefteller added, however, that “Going 
forward we will address future events one on one that involve more 
than 100 people.”

He also said Marshall would sign Monday’s directive since some 

Annual Yamboree festival canceled due to COVID-19

City manager Ricky Tow explains to the city council how 
the city’s water supply is handled at the wastewater plant 
during Saturday’s ‘ride around’ where the council looked 
at city facilities as they prepare to tackle the budget.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

GPD probes rash of burglaries

Free testing set
By Jim Bardwell

Gladewater City Hall will 
be closed for the next three 
weeks to the public, following the 
discovery that three employees 
have now tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Gladewater Mayor J.D. Shipp 
said Monday access to city hall 
by staff will require a temperature 
check and a mask will be required.
Access to the Police Department, 
Fire Department, and Public 
Works buildings will also require 
a temperature check prior to 
admission.

Shipp reported all surfaces 
within these buildings will 
continue to be diligently cleaned.

In a press release, city officals 
stated:

Over the weekend of June 
26-28, three City of Gladewater 
employees tested positive for 
COVID-19. None of the employees 
required hospitalization but are 
in isolation as they recover. In 
the best interest of public health 
and welfare, we are reporting 
these cases ahead of official 
county notification. We care for 
our citizens and staff, so it was 
important to make all of you 
aware of this development.  

If you have any health concerns 
or health questions, we encourage 
you to consult with your own 
medical care provider. 

You may contact City Hall at 
903-845-2196 with questions. 
However, please know that we 

ByJim Bardwell
Gladewater has been experiencing a rash of burglaries – 

business, residential and vehicle over the past few months.
And Gladewater Police Chief Gordon Freeman wants everyone 

to know his department is actively investigating the burglaries, 
but needs everyone’s help to snap this string of illegal activity 
by staying alert and calling in anything they see that’s out of the 
ordinary.

Freeman said he plans to host a seminar for merchants to teach 
them how to safeguard their businesses and to answer questions. 
The Gladewater Mirror has partnered with the Gladewater  police 
in this effort and will make the seminar available to everyone 
through its Facebook Page, like it currently does with city council 

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Grand Jury 

returned 37 indictments, 18 of them 
sealed, and no-billed three cases 
Thursday. 

Defendants,  charges and bond 
information in the open indictments 
were as follows.

Rodney Dale Williams, 63, of 
Gladewater, possession of controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) last Sept. 
12, $10,000

Clayton Ryan Odom, 24, of Big 
Sandy, burglary of habitation on April 
14, $35,000 bond

Corey Patrick Vickers, 18, of Big 
Sandy, possession of controlled substance 
(THC) last Aug. 12, $5,000

GISD approves budget
By Suzanne Bardwell

GISD Financial Director Glenda Hickey led a public 
meeting prior to the special called meeting of the school 
board Monday night. Hickey reviewed the proposed 2020-21 
budget. She said based on preliminary information she expects 
the tax rate to be $1.4497 with $1.0547 in maintenance and 
operation and $0.3950 in interest and sinking.

“We will not know until certified values are out,” Hickey 
said. “So the tax rate adoption will fall later in July or in 
early August.”

The proposed budget for maintenance and operation is set at 
$19,305,097 with $1,979,991 for debt service which the board 
approved 7-0 as the first action of the special called meeting.

The board also unanimously approved a budget amendment 
for $35,000 for security resource officer salary, as well as 
approved contracts for Gladewater High School math teacher 
Christie Ernst, Special Education Inclusion Teacher Debbie 
Henderson and Agriculture Teacher Kendra Valchar. 

Kristin Susanna Wycoff, 43, of Diana, 
possession of controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) last Aug. 31, 
$5,000

Wendell Dale Lewis, 60, of Gilmer, 
delivery of controlled substance 
(methamphetamine) in drug-free zone 
last Oct. 15. Although bond was set 
at $10,000, he remained in county jail 
at Gilmer on a state “blue warrant” 
alleging parole violation.

Jesus Manuel Aguillon, 21, of Gilmer, 
possession of controlled substance 
(THC) on May 18, 2019, $10,000

Krystal Denese Nix, 40, listed as 
“homeless,” possession of controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) on June 
10, 2019. 

Local man indicted on drug charge
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Masks mandated, but law enforcement mixed on enforcement
GHS food 

services worker 
COVID-19 positive

A Gladewater ISD cafeteria 
employee has tested positive 
for COVID-19, according to 
Sedric G. Clark, 
Superintendent 
of Schools for 
the Gladewater 
I n d e p e n d e n t 
School District.

The employee 
w o r k e d  t h e 
summer feeding 
program at GHS on Monday, 
June 29 but had no interaction 
with students or parents.  The 
employee exhibited no symptoms 
and had no fever while at work, 
but tested positive on Wednesday, 
July 1.

Clark said Gladewater High 
School closed and was scheduled 
to reopen on Monday, July 6. 

The GHS cafeter ia  was 
disinfected and sanitized during 
the closure. He said all employees 
who worked the summer feeding 
program will be quarantined for 
14 days.

By Jim Bardwell
While the Gregg County 

S h e r i f f ’s  O ff i c e  a n d  t h e 
Gladewater Police Department 
plan to follow the Governor’s 
executive order for the wearing of 
masks, Upshur County will turn a 
blind eye to the mandate.

A statement from Gregg 
County Sheriff Maxey Cerliano’s 
office says:

The Gregg County Sheriff’s 
Office would like to address 
questions on the enforcement of 
the Governor’s executive order 
for mask.

“First, please understand if a 
business refuses you service for 
not wearing a mask they have the 
right to do so.

“Second, if the Gregg County 
Sheriff’s Office is placed in a 
position where enforcement is 
necessary we will start with 
educa t ion  and  reques t ing 
voluntary compliance.

“If Gregg Country Sheriff’s 
Office Deputies encounter 
an individual that refuses to 
voluntarily comply, verbal 
warnings and or written warnings 
will follow. As a very last resort 
a citation can be written at the 
discretion of the deputy.

“Please continue to send your 
thoughts and prayers for everyone 
affected by COVID-19 across our 
great nation.”

Gladewater Police Chief 
Gordon Freeman is taking a 
similar stand when to comes to 
the Governor’s executive order, 
issuing the following statement:

“If a business refuses you 
service for not wearing a mask 
they have the right to do so.

“If enforcement becomes 
necessary we will prefer to educate 
and request voluntary compliance. 
If there is an individual that 

refuses to voluntarily comply, 
verbal warnings and or written 
warnings will follow. As a very 
last resort a citation can be written 
at the discretion of our officers.

“We are all in this together and 
we can safely get through it if we 
work together.”

She r i f f  La r ry  Smi th  in 
neighboring Smith County is 
urging people to voluntrily 
comply with Gio. Abbott’s order 
saying - “The Smith County 
Sheriff ’s Office STRONGLY 
encourages all citizens to practice 
safe social distancing during 

these times of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“Most of you have heard by 
now the governor’s order to wear 
a mask while in public. While 
we STRONGLY encourage the 
public to take all precautions, we 
will encourage VOLUNTARY 
compliance regarding wearing 
a mask and will not be issuing 
citations for failure to comply.

“Our deputies out in the public 
will be adhering to the governor’s 
executive order as an example to 
the public.

“Should a business refuse to 

serve someone for failure to 
comply they do have the right to 
request you to leave.

“We hope this answers some of 
the many questions we have been 
answering since this order went 
in to effect.”

Sheriff Larry Webb said in 
a press release that the Upshur 
County Sheriff’s Office will not 
take actions to enforce the Texas 
Governor’s Office Executive 
Order GA29, issued on July 2, 
regarding the mandatory use of 
face masks. 

By Phillip Williams
Republican voters in two Upshur County precincts on Tuesday 

decide GOP runoff races for two county precinct offices, while 
Democratic runoff voters statewide choose nominees for the United 
States Senate and a seat on the Texas Railroad Commission.

Voting hours are 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 14 polling locations in Upshur 
County. Early voting, meantime, continues daily through Friday at 
County Election Administrator Lory Harle’s second-floor office in the 
Upshur County Courthouse on the downtown Gilmer square.

Early voting hours are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily through Wednesday 
(July 8), 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday. As of 11:40 a.m. 
Monday, said Harle, 331 GOP voters and 71 Democrats had cast 
ballots, which she termed a “moderate” turnout considering that only 
Republicans in two precincts could vote in that party’s election.

The GOP runoffs feature Kent Abernathy and Michael Ashley vying 
for retiring Precinct 3 County Commissioner Frank Berka’s seat, and 
Precinct 4 Constable Larry Sewell seeking re-election against David 
Thompson (no Democrats are seeking those posts.) Republican voters 
in one of those precincts cannot vote in the other precinct’s runoff.

The Democrats’ ballot in Upshur County has only the two statewide 
races. State Sen. Royce West and Mary (M.J.) Heger are vying to 
oppose Republican incumbent John Cornyn in the Nov. 3 senate 
election, while Chrysta Castaneda and Roberto R. (Beto) Alonzo seek 
the nomination for the railroad commission to oppose Republican Jim 
Wright in November.

Anyone who voted in one party’s March 3 primary cannot legally 
vote in the other’s runoff. Photo identification, such as a driver’s 
license or military ID, is required for in-person early voting and 
election-day voting, but under the county’s “countywide” voting 
system, a qualified Upshur voter can cast a ballot at any polling place 
in the county on election day.

Harle’s office will provide curbside early voting for persons who are 
too handicapped to enter the courthouse. They should call the office 
at 903-680-8506 to receive the service. In addition, mail-in ballots 
must be received by her office at 100 W. Tyler by election day to be 
counted, and deadline for requesting such ballots has passed.

All in-person early voting and election day voting is electronic.
Election day polling places include East Mountain Community 

Center, Glenwood Water Supply Corporation, Ashland Masonic 
Lodge No. 1138 in Diana, Assembly of God in Gilmer, Walnut Creek 
Baptist Church in Diana, Ore City Community Center, Big Sandy 
School, Pritchett Community Center, St. James Baptist Church in 
Gladewater, Enon Community Center, Oak Hill Baptist Church at 
Bettie, Simpsonville Volunteer Fire Department, Rosewood Baptist 
Church and the Upshur County Library in Gilmer.

Two polling places used in the March 3 primaries, in Lafayette and 
Indian Rock communities, will not be utilized this time.

Texas political party runoffs were originally set in May, but Gov. 
Greg Abbott postponed them due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Upshur runoff election 
set for Tuesday, July 14

For months now Gladewater city officials have been keeping citizens 
up to date with the latest COVID-19 test results.

But now the city will only release numbers that are inside its city 
limits. Gladewater is geographically situated in Gregg and Upshur 
counties. In addition, a Gladewater mailing address can stretch far 
beyond the city limits - going as far south at Liberty City and north 
in Union Grove. So while some COVID-19 positive cases have been 
attributed to Gladewater, the person may not have lived in Gladewater.

“We are providing the latest official county information for the week 
ending on July 3, 2020. The information provided is based on cases 
found only within the city limits of Gladewater,” said Mayor JD Shipp. 
“Please note that Gladewater mailing addresses do exist beyond the 
city limits. Also be aware that confirmed cases may be immediately 
known by family members and not yet found within the official 
reporting by Upshur and Gregg Counties. This is due to the processing 
time of that information to reach these Emergency Management 
Officials. Practice social distancing and, most importantly, show 
respect and love to one another. We are all in this together. 

City plans to only 
release local numbers 

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners 

Court on Tuesday of last week 
received an updated report on the 
number of confirmed COVID-19 
cases in the county--which was 
57 then, but had jumped to 75 by 
Monday of this week.

County Emergency Management 
Coordinator Marc Nichols told the 
court there had been a significant 
rise reported Monday, June 28, but 
37 persons had recovered and 20 
cases remained active. On Monday, 
however, the total numbers had 
risen to 40 recovered and 35 
active, said County Extension 
Agent Julie York, a member of 
the county’s COVID-19 advisory 
committee.

In other business last week, 
the court tabled accepting the 
resignation of Don Gross as 
hearing examiner for appeals of 
denials of applications to operate 

Upshur County COVID-19 cases jump to 75
game rooms. County Judge Todd 
Tefteller said Gross submitted a 
June 24 letter saying he planned 
to travel and spend time with his 
family, but after holding a closed 
session on possibly replacing 
him, the court voted to table both 
his resignation and appointing 
anyone else.

The court also tabled approving 
a license agreement with Net 
DATA Corpora t ion ,  which 
provides software and collection 
services to county governments. 
The court has been negotiating 
with the corporation for a three-
year agreement to continue its 
services instead of a five-year 
one, and Tefteller suggested 
commissioners take no action 
“pending further negotiations.”

In another matter, the court 
approved using grant funds for 
COVID-19 relief to employ two 
part-time workers, each for up to 

28 hours weekly at $12 hourly.
They will perform such tasks as 

taking temperatures and cleaning.
Commissioners also approved 

an interlocal agreement with 
the city of Big Sandy for road 
maintenance and repair after 
hearing from City Administrator 
Laura Rex and County Road 
Administrator Andy Jordan.

In another matter, the court 
heard Tefteller report that the state 
had denied the county any further 
funding for now for the long-
planned renovating of the 83-year-
old county courthouse. The judge 
said, however, the county would 
re-apply for the funds if the state 
would help pay for updating the 
renovation plan.

The court additionally approved 
the county employees manual.

Commissioners further approved 
a three-year service contract with 
NetMotion to provide software 

maintenance and support to Sheriff 
Larry Webb’s office for computer 
tablets in department vehicles.

Cost is $4,331.25 monthly.
In other business, the court:
--authorized County Treasurer 

Brandy Vick to open an additional 
account at First National Bank 
in Gimer for depositing and re-
issuing unclaimed property.

--took no action on the idea 
of amending the county policy 
on naming or designating roads 
before they are accepted into the 
county road inventory.

--approved the amended plat 
of the Woodbriar subdivision on 
Flamingo Road and accepted it 
for recording.

--authorized the Open Range 
Cowboy Church to play music and 
sing on the courthouse law on the 
earliest available Saturday.

--recognized county volunteers 

Last Thursday night, the State 
Republican Executive Committee 
(SREC) of the Republican 
Party of Texas (RPT) passed a 
resolution in support of moving 
forward with the Party’s in-
person Convention at the George 
R. Brown Convention Center in 

Houston from July 13-18. 
“After  extensive  debate 

Thursday evening, the State 
R e p u b l i c a n  E x e c u t i v e 
Commit tee  re in forced  i t s 
support for proceeding with our 
State Convention in person in 
Houston,” said RPT Chairman 

James Dickey. 
The convention is prepared 

with multiple precautions and 
safety measures for attendees. 
Thermal  scanners  wi l l  be 
present at entryways. Expanded 
seating will be in place for social 
distancing in caucus and general 

session meetings. Meeting areas 
will be deep-cleaned thoroughly 
after each gathering to prepare for 
the next meeting. Hand sanitizer 
stations will be found throughout 
the convention center. Sponsors 
have donated masks which will 
be readily available for delegates’ 

and attendees’ use in compliance 
with Governor Greg Abbott’s 
most recent order.

Committee meetings begin on 
Monday, July 13, and the general 
session to open convention is on 
July 16. The State Convention is 
set to conclude on Saturday.

GOP plans to go ahead with state convention in Houston

Stores posted signs on doors in an effort to obey Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s executive order on wearing masks. 
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $9,265.27 $6,374.72 45.34% $29,995.93 $22,378.26 34.04%
Easton 1.000% $4,852.83 $2,243.88 116.26% $17,753.79 $9,593.70 85.05%
Gladewater 1.500% $103,007.99 $108,491.02 -5.05% $513,020.90 $431,266.72 18.95%
Kilgore 1.500% $716,084.29 $914,140.15 -21.66% $3,366,089.86 $4,305,977.85 -21.82%
Lakeport 1.500% $23,762.02 $24,493.11 -2.98% $90,477.92 $87,708.26 3.15%
Longview 1.500% $2,995,536.81 $3,310,896.29 -9.52% $14,104,439.36 $14,293,678.47 -1.32%
Warren City 1.000% $1,309.48 $1,790.67 -26.87% $7,218.74 $8,840.84 -18.34%
White Oak 1.500% $97,106.91 $92,095.82 5.44% $432,107.57 $464,739.49 -7.02%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $21,677.79 $21,260.68 1.96% $88,664.37 $87,675.40 1.12%
East Mountain 1.000% $3,204.66 $3,776.26 -15.13% $17,421.23 $14,383.83 21.11%
Gilmer 1.500% $208,572.21 $171,835.76 21.37% $859,643.11 $786,328.88 9.32%
Ore City 1.500% $23,176.18 $17,696.92 30.96% $89,627.36 $76,826.21 16.66%
Union Grove 1.000% $268.49 $496.33 -45.90% $1,641.64 $2,076.96 -20.95%

Local sales tax slips -5.05%
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, 

counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $824.1 million in local 
sales tax allocations for May - 5 percent less than in May 2019. These allocations 
are based on sales made in March by businesses that report tax monthly, and sales 
made in January, February and March by quarterly filers.

Widespread social distancing requirements were not in place across much of 
the state until late March, meaning the impact of those measures affected only a 
portion of allocations for this month. 

The agency expects next month’s allocations, based on April sales, will show 
steeper declines compared to a year ago.

Gladewater’s sales tax revenue slipped to -5.05 percent compared to last year 
at this time - $103,007.99 compared to $108,491.02 in 2019. But Gladewater’s 
previous double-digit performances this year has the city’s totals well above last 
year by 18.85-percent -  $513,020.90 compared to $431,266.72.

Clarksville City posted a 45.34-percent rise, White Oak posted a 45.34-percent 
increase, while Warren City posted a -26.87-percent slip.

Continued on Page 5 Continued on Page 6
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Round-Up Rodeo 
canceled, first
time in history

By Jim Bardwell
For the first time in the Gladewater 

Round-Up Rodeo’s 82-year history, the 
chutes will not open and the stands will 
be silent, empty of excited fans.

While  Texas Gov. Gregg Abbott said 
Monday he would permit restaurants to 
operate at 50% capacity and gyms can 
reopen with limited capacity, but his rules 
on 25% occupancy for rodeos will make 
it impossible for the Gladewater rodeo to 
open June 10-13 as planned.

The governor’s rules state:
“Effective May 22, 2020, individuals 

may engage in, and sponsors may put on, 
rodeos and equestrian events. Spectators 
are allowed, provided that indoor venues 
limit the number of spectators to no more 
than 25% of the total listed occupancy 
of the venue, and outdoor venues may 
operate at up to 25% of the normal 
operating limits as determined by the 
facility owner. Six feet of separation 
between individuals not within the same 
household should be maintained to the 
extent feasible. To the extent the rodeo or 
equestrian event has spectators, the person 
sponsoring the event must ensure that 
ingress and egress from the venue allows 
for 6 feet of social distancing between 
individuals on entering and exiting the 
venue. Larger gatherings that include 
a rodeo or equestrian event, such as a 
county fair, are not authorized at time.”

Rodeo President Chris Thompson said 
canceling the rodeo was necessary to 
ensure the safety of participants, fans, 
vendors, sponsors and volunteers. He 
added it was a difficult decision, made in 
consultation with health experts as well 

GHS Social Studies teacher 
Sarah Creech along with a 
team of workers that included 
GHS Principal Cathy Bedair, 
government teacher Diane 
Clark, asst. principal Becky 
Lanham and Bruce Lanham 
volunteers Beverly Tallent, 
Cindy and Jon Rowe work 
to place individual senior 
signs along the railing in 
downtown Gladewater last 
Friday. The signs will remain 
up until all graduation 
activities are complete on 
June 6 when students may 
take their individual signs 
at that time. There will be a 
Parade of Graduates Friday, 
May 29 at 6:30 p.m. A face-
to-face graduation will be 
held Friday, June 5 at 8 p.m. 
at Jack V. Murphy Stadium 
with a limit of six guests 
per graduate per social 
distancing guidelines.  
Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

2020 Seniors honored2020 Seniors honored

Not all Gladewater Fire Department calls are for a fire. Last week the GFD received a 
call for a rescue, but not a person - it was of the four-legged variety. A person’s dog 
had become stuck in a drainage culvert and GFD was able to get him out without 
harm.                GFD photo

Gov. Greg Abbott on Monday 
announced his next wave of 
reopenings designed to restart 
the Texas economy during the 
coronavirus pandemic, saying 
child care facilities can reopen 
immediately, bars can open 
Friday with limited capacity and 
sporting events can return without 
fans at the end of the month.

Abbott also said he would 
permit restaurants to operate at 
50% capacity starting Friday, up 
from 25% that’s allowed now.

At the same time, Abbott 
exempted two hotspots — 
Amarillo and El Paso — from 
his latest decisions, saying they 
would need to wait a week.

Abbott’s news conference 
came 18 days after he started a 
phased reopening of the state, 
starting with letting restaurants, 
stores, movie theaters and malls 
open up at 25% capacity. He 
then allowed barbershops and 

Gov. Abbott opens up Phase 2
salons to reopen May 8 under 
certain restrictions. Monday 
was the first day gyms were 
allowed to open up, also under 
restrictions.

Abbott’s news conference 
Monday came a day after the 
total coronavirus cases in Texas 
increased to at least 47,784, 
including 1,336 deaths, according 
to the latest data from the state 
Department of Health Services. 
Out of Texas’ 254 counties, 222 
are reporting cases.

The number of cases — and 
deaths — keeps rising in Texas, 
though the testing tally has also 
gone up, reaching 693,276 as 
of Sunday. Abbott, meanwhile, 
continues to highlight the 
relatively stable number of 
hospitalizations and declining 
infection rate.

While testing has ramped up, 
it is still failing to regularly reach 
Abbott’s own goal of 30,000 tests 

a day. Over the last week, the state 
averaged 25,614 tests per day.

However, in recent days, it was 
revealed that the state is including 
an unknown quantity of antibody 
tests in its testing total, casting 
uncertainty over the reliability of 
that data for the time being.

Amarillo has been a hotspot due 
to outbreaks at its meatpacking 
plants, and earlier this month, 
the state dispatched one of its 
Surge Response Teams to the 
city to try to get things under 
control. Of the 1,801 new cases 
that Texas reported Saturday, over 
700 were linked to the Amarillo 
meatpacking plants, according to 
Abbott’s office.

In El Paso, the situation has 
deteriorated enough that the 
county judge, Ricardo Samaniego, 
and other local officials asked 
Abbott last week to exempt 
the county from the reopening 
process.

Clower new AD, 
Louvier named 

GHS head coach
By Suzanne Bardwell

Scott Clower was named GISD 
Athletic Director while Bear head 
football coach went to home 
grown GHS 2002 alum Jonny 

Louvier in a 
unanimous 
vote by GISD 
Trustees at 
M o n d a y ’ s 
b o a r d 
meeting.

“ C o a c h 
Clower is a 
great man, a 
great coach 
and a great 
m a n  o f 
character,” 
Supt. Sedric 
Clark said. 
“ H e  w i l l 
e n s u r e 
stability and 
continuity in 
the program 

just as Coach Berry did.”
Clower  has  worked  for 

GISD for a decade and holds 
degrees from Stephen F. Austin 
University in Kinesiology and 
Exercise Science and in American 
History. Clower was named to the 
interim AD position when athletic 
director and head football coach 
John Berry resigned to take 
a position at Longview High 
School. Clark said there were 
over seven applicants for the AD/
head coach positions with some 
strong candidates in the running.

“Jonny Louvier is a hometown 
hero,” Clark said. “There are 
some special things he has in his 
arsenal, he is a great coach. We 
are expecting great things.”

Louvier has coaching stints 
under his belt that include the past 
year at Spring Hill ISD where he 
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GRAD SALUTE INSIDEGRAD SALUTE INSIDE

Continued on Page 7

The COVID-19 pandemic has shuttered thousands of schools across the country and 
canceled large group gatherings, including graduations. It is truly a different time for 
graduating seniors.

It has thrust new responsibilities onto teens during a pivotal time in their lives and 
made their futures more uncertain. Now, instead of packing auditoriums, gymnasiums 
and football fields with graduates and their families, some schools have even shifted 
to virtual ceremonies or socially distant celebrations at drive-in movie theaters and 
school parking lots. Gladewater, Union Grove and White Oak schools were able to  
delay graduations or scheduled individual ceremonies at which a graduate can walk 
across a stage and receive their diploma, with just immediate family in attendance. 

Texas has now approved outdoor in-person graduation ceremonies in June as long 
as attendees stay at least six feet apart and are questioned about possible COVID-19 
symptoms beforehand.

Gladewater high school graduates will kick off the area graduation events Friday, 
May 29 at 6:30 p.m. with a “Graduation Parade.” Graduates will wear their cap and 

gown during the parade, which will travel throughout downtown. Residents are 
encouraged to join in the celebration by waving at the  graduates as they pass 
through neighborhoods.

The parade cals for one car per family for each graduate. No trailers permitted. 
Graudates will enter the rodeo grounds through the GHS Student Parking Lot to 
line up. The Top 10% will line up first at 5:45 p.m., followed by the rest of the 
Class of 2020 who will line up beginning at 6 p.m.. 

The parade will leave the rodeo grounds promptly at 6:30 p.m..Seniors who don’t 
plan to attend the face to face graduation on June 5, will receive their diploma at 
the end of the parade. 

GHS graduates who do participate in the traditional walk across the stage on 
June 5 will receive six tickets for graduation at the end of the parade. Seniors 
whose last name begins with A-N will receive orange tickets and sit on the home 
side. Seniors with last names beginning with O-Z will receive white tickets and 
sit on the visitor side. 

ELIZABETH FORTENBERRY
GHS VALEDICTORIAN

HANNAH CARTER
UGHS VALEDICTORIAN

Gladewater High School will 
hold a Graduation Parade Friday, 
May 29 at 6:30 p.m. On Friday, 
June 5 at 8 p.m. graduation cer-
emonies will be held at Jack V. 
Murphy Stadium for ticketed 
guests of seniors. Social distanc-
ing will be observed and masks 
are encouraged.

Valedictorian for the GHS Class 
of 2020 is Elizabeth Fortenberry 
with a GPA of 9.34918, Saluta-
torian is Abigail Townsend with 
a GPA 9.26935 and Historian is 
Bethanie Longmire with a GPA 
of 9.16721. GHS weighted grade 
point averages are on a 10-point 
scale.

Valedictorian Elizabeth Forten-
berry is a 7-year Bear Band mem-
ber, a member of the flag line 
for six years and captain for two 
years. She has participated in aca-
demic UIL and is a member of the 

Continued on Page 3

Union Grove High School will 
celebrate the Class of 2020 with 
graduation ceremonies Saturday, 
June 1 at Glyn Johnston Stadium 
at 8 p.m. There will be limited 
seating and guests will be by 
invitation only and required to 
have wristband to attend.

Valedictorian for the Lion 
Class of 2020 is Hannah Carter 
with a GPA of 98.796. She has 
been an active member of the 
National Honor Society, the Sys-
tems Go Rocketry program, the 
powerlifting and softball teams. 

Hannah plans to attend Baylor 
University with a major in neuro-
science with the goal of becoming 
a surgeon. Her parents are Brandi 
Carter and Michael Carter.

Salutatorian Grayson Kowalik 
with a GPA of 98.38 has been 
an active member of the Lion 
Sweepstakes Band and FFA 
program. 

He has been on the FFA officer 
team, swine show team livestock 
judging team, wildlife team, quiz 
team and Creed speaking team. 
He has served as FFA Greenhand 

GHS ceremony 
May 29 & June 5

UGHS ceremony 
set for June 1

Special Supplement to the Gladewater Mirror & the White Oak Independent - May 2020

 Gladewater High School  Gladewater High School 
 Friday, June 5, 2020   Friday, June 5, 2020  
 8 p.m. at Jack V. Murphy Stadium 8 p.m. at Jack V. Murphy Stadium

 White Oak High School  White Oak High School 
 Saturday, May 29, 2020 Saturday, May 29, 2020
 6:30 p.m. at Roughneck Stadium 6:30 p.m. at Roughneck Stadium

 Union Grove High School Union Grove High School
 Friday, June 1, 2020 Friday, June 1, 2020
 8 p.m. at Glyn Johnston Stadium  8 p.m. at Glyn Johnston Stadium 

ELIZABETH FORTENBERRY
GHS VALEDICTORIAN

MEGAN WOODARD
WOHS VALEDICTORIAN

HANNAH CARTER
UGHS VALEDICTORIAN

City seeking relief grants

By Phillip Williams
The Upshur County Sheriff’s Office is investigating the death of, 

and seeking the public’s help in identifying, a person whose body 
was found Saturday morning off rural Crabapple Road in Pritchett 
community, said sheriff’s Chief Deputy David Hazel.

The fully-clothed body, discovered by a passerby, appeared to be “a 
white male with long hair and a beard,” Hazel said in a press release. 
Upshur County Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Rhonda Welch, in 
whose precinct the remains were found, said Precinct 2 Justice of 
the Peace Lyle Potter ordered an autopsy, but that the body remained 
unidentified as of Monday.

The passerby contacted the sheriff’s office just before noon after 

Body found along roadway
Continued on Page 7

By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater City Council met last Thursday through 

teleconferencing, due to COVID-19 pandemic precautions and 
approved the following the agenda items.

Residents will see a 3.7-percent in their trash pickup bills. The 
increase will be reflected on the next water bill.

* Approved a blanket permit temporarily suspending City of 
Gladewater Code of Ordinance §9.07.040(b) concerning “sound 
amplifications systems” for outdoor church services during COVID-19 
social distancing.

* Approved a blanket permit for the GHS Graduation Parade to be 
held May 29 at 6:30 p.m. and approved the Chamber of Commerce 
Hotel/Motel Report for January - March 2020

* Approved a resolution to extend the City of Gladewater Disaster 

Impromptu Memorial Day gatherings 
were held in Downtown Gladewater 
Monday honoring Brad Gaudet and all 
veterans who lost their lives to keep 
America safe. Gold Star Mother Rhonda 
Owens gathered with family and friends 
and Gaudet’s stepfather Scott Owens 
paid tribute as well..  
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POTHOLE OF THE WEEKPOTHOLE OF THE WEEK

This ginormous pot canyon can be found on the corner 
of Hampton and Woodbine streets. It was contributed 
by a Gladewater Mirror reader whose chassis has suf-
fered from its effects. Got a pothole to share? Send 
your photo to: gladewatermirror@aol.com or snap a 
photo using the Gladewater Mirror App.

Continued on Page 6

By The Numbers 
Record - Bears 27 White Oak 7
1st Meeting - 1974 White Oak won 16-6 (My Senior year. White Oak 

watered-down their field all week to make it difficult for our speedster 
RBs. On top of that it rained all week. At halftime the water was ankle 
deep. Sure was hard marching in the mud and water.

Last Meeting - 2019 Bears won 44-0
White Oak’s Last Win - 2004 27-14
Total Points - Bears 1064 White Oak 380
Most Points in a Game - 88 1985 Bears won 68-20
Fewest Points in a Game - 14 1978 Bears won 14-0
Largest Point Spread - 55 1983 Bears won 55-0, 1996 Bears 

won 55-0
Closest Game - 3 1999 Bears won 24-21
Bears Shutout White Oak - 10 times- 1978 14-0, 1979 34-0, 1983 

55-0, 1990 47-0, 1994 34-0, 1996 55-0, 2000 41-0, 2001 28-0, 2018 
49-0, 2019 44-0.

White Oak has Shutout the Bears - 1 time- 1997 31-0

Gladewater Bears vs. White Oak Roughnecks 
Oct. 23, at 7:30 p.m. Jack V. Murphy Stadium

Bears roll over 
Bulldogs, 51-13

Continued on Page 3

District 6 3A D1 Standings 
Gladewater  6-2, 4-0
White Oak  4-0, 3-0
Tatum   4-1, 2-1
Jefferson   3-4, 1-2
Sabine   3-5, 1-3
Atlanta   1-7, 1-3
New Boston  1-5, 0-3

Friday’s Game Scores
Gladewater 51, Jefferson 13 
Tatum 44, Atlanta 20
White Oak 30, Sabine 11 
New Boston open

This Week’s Games 
White Oak  at Gladewater
Jefferson at Tatum 
Atlanta at New Boston 
Sabine - Open

By Elizabeth Mckamy
The Gladewater Bears, despite missing several key starters, proved 

why they are a team to be afraid of this season. Gladewater’s Eligia 
Carter and Devon Walker combined for 317 yards and 6 touchdowns to 
lead the Bears to a 51-13 victory over the host Jefferson Bulldogs here 
Friday night at W. F. Lockett 
Field in Jefferson. 

Gladewater’s “ground and 
pound “ was in full force as 
the Bears offense clawed their 
way to 391 yards rushing as the 
defense mauled the Bulldogs,  
causing 3 turnovers and 
holding the potent Jefferson 
offense to 13 points. Jefferson,  
who had racked up over 500 
total yards of offense last week, 
in their 41-34 win over Sabine,  
wished on this cold night that 
the Bear defense had gone into 
hibernation, but it wasn’t to 
happen, as the Bulldogs were 
running for their lives all night 
long. 

Gladewater got their only 
passing touchdown on the 
night, on their first possession 
of the game,  when QB Tristan 
Holmes hit WR K’Havia Reese on a 46 yard strike with 7:37 left in 
the 1st Quarter. Four plays later Reese showed his defensive skills 
snagging a Jefferson pass and setting the Bears up at the Bulldog 
25 yard line,  but the Jefferson defense came away with their only 
turnover of the night when a Holmes pass was knocked out of the Bear 
receiver’s arms, straight to a Bulldog who returned the interception 38 
yards.  A penalty on the play set Jefferson up in great field position at 
the Bear 38 yard line. It was for naught,  as once again the Gladewater 
defense stepped up big, getting their second interception of the contest,  
this one by the Bears Tyrone Maddox. Marching 70 yards down the 
field and eating up the clock on their way,  Gladewater got on the 

Continued on Page 4

Early voting now Early voting now 
underway, see polling underway, see polling 
locations on Page 6locations on Page 6

Voting ends Oct. 30thVoting ends Oct. 30th

Gladewater’s DJ Allen was awarded Monday with the 2020 Built Ford Tough Texas High School Football Player of the 
Week trophy for week 5 – where the Bears beat Tatum 42-21, with Allen burned the secondary with 10 catches for 283 
yards and five touchdowns. Allen was joined at the presentation by Bear Head Coach Jonny Louvier and J.O. Williams’ 
Josh Johnston, Dash Williams, Mason Williams and Michael Williams. As a “Built Ford Tough” gridiron hero Allen was 
honored for his performance on the field and leadership off the field, as well as significant statistics from that week’s 
game and contribution to the team’s success through individual leadership abilities.        Photo by Jim Bardwell

Gladewater losing majority of 
firefighters to neighboring ESD

Eli Carter hurdles over a Jefferson Bulldog defensive-man as he gains a crucial first 
down for the Bears Friday night. Gladewater rolled over the Bulldogs 51-13 and are 
unbeaten in district play. The Bears take on the undefeated White Oak Roughnecks this 
Friday in Jack V. Murphy Stadium. 

Photo by Jim Bardwell 

By Jim Bardwell
A l t h o u g h  i t  w a s n ’ t  o n 

Thursday’s Gladewater City 
Council agenda, Mayor JD Shipp 
felt compelled to address the 
recent news that eight Gladewater 
firefighters are leaving for better 
paying jobs - about $10,000 more 
per year.

Gladewater Fire Department 
employs a staff of 13, including  
GFD Fire Chief Cory Crowell, 
with seven part-time firefighters 
and five volunteers. 

The firefighters have chosen 
to leave to join Smith County 
Emergency Services District No. 
2, which was approved by voters 
in November 2019 to raise sales 
taxes to fund and hire additional 
firefighters for stations across 
rural Smith County. The ultimate 
goal is to have paid firefighters at 
each fire department 24 hours a 
day 7 days a week. According to 
the Smith County ESD 2 website, 

the starting pay for qualified 
firefighters is $46,345.

“The  sa les  tax  increase 
approved by voters within Smith 
County ESD 2 allows the hire of 
additional full time staff at a rate 
of $10,000 more than ours,” Shipp 
told the crowd at the council 
meeting and on the live-stream on 
the Gladewater Mirror Facebook 
page. “$10,000 more. Where 
would Smith County ESD 2 most 
likely pull from local full-time 
departments to fill those new 
positions? Where? Longview?  
Tyler?  Kilgore?  Or Gladewater?   
Gladewater, of course.  

“We have a really great group 
of firemen. This opportunity 
which recently opened is an 
excellent opportunity for our 
guys to take the next step in their 
careers within the fire service 
industry and to better care for their 
families with the substantial pay 
increase.”

Gladewater’s starting salary is 
$35,823, while the median annual 
salary of firefighters in state of 
Texas ranges from $32,280 to 
$71,300. The highest paying area 
for firefighters in Texas is Waco 
with a median annual salary of 
$71,300. The second highest 
paying city/area in Texas is Fort 
Worth-Arlington (mean annual 
salary $66,180). The lowest 
paying area is Gulf Coast Texas 
non-metropolitan area with a 
median annual salary of $32,280.

Closer to home, Tyler’s median 
pay for firefighters is $37,890 per 
year, while Longview’s $63,030.

Shipp assured everyone that 
the decision to part company was 
totally on the firefighters, not the 
city. 

Shipp said some comments 
being posed or made on social 
media claimed the city didn’t 
even try and meet the firefighters 

Trustees hear 
pandemic 
challenges

By Suzanne Bardwell
GISD trustees approved the 

mineral and real estate tax levy 
for the 2020 tax year as presented 
by tax assessor/collector Trecia 
Turner with real estate assessed 
at $6,781,766.45 and mineral 
valuation at $1,168,422.08. 

Supt. Sedric Clark recognized 
campus  p r inc ipa l s  Ker ry 
Hrdackey, Amanda Langford, 
Chris Langford and Cathy Bedair 
for their exceptional work. 
October is principal appreciation 
month.

“The most important position 
in a district is the classroom 
teacher,” Clark said. “The most 
difficult position is probably that 
of the campus principal. They 
have to come through when it 
matters the most. They have a 
significant impact on our success 
and our students’ success. I thank 
them for all their hard work.”

Asst. Supt. Dr. Cliff Lightfoot 
reported on the challenges and 
frustrations of distance learning 
instruction to remote learners. 
He reported that the failure rate 
for the at-home learners was 
higher. The first nine weeks 
saw 302 students choosing 
remote learning with 110 of 
those students experiencing 
failure in one or more subjects. 
Those statistics do not include 
quarantine students.

“Our teachers are doing all they 
can,” Dr. Lightfoot said. “But 
it still pales in comparison to 
in-person learning. We continue 
to do the work. Our teachers are 
spending countless hours calling 
parents and kids and even making 
home visits in some cases. It is 
hard work, double the work for 
our staff. We can meet needs of 
struggling students better if they 
are with us.”

Dr. Lightfoot reported that the 
number of remote learners as of 
Oct. 12 had dropped to 216. 

“We are reaching out to those 
failing on a personal level,” Supt. 
Sedric Clark said. “We have a 
situation we have to handle and 
we are handling it.”

Dr. Lightfoot pointed out that 
the situation was not unique to 
GISD but was comparable to 
other districts throughout the 
region and state. He also noted 
that districts would be dealing 
with the struggles of pandemic 
learning constraints for years 
to come because of the learning 
deficits for many students.
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By The Numbers 
Record - Bears 24 Sabine 0
First Meeting - 1986- Bears won 54-0
Last Meeting - 2019- Bears won 40-16
Total Points Scored in Series - Bears 961 Sabine 208
Most Points in a Game - 88- 1990 Bears won 74-14
Fewest Points in a Game - 20- 1994 Bears won 14-6
Largest Point Spread - 61- 1991 Bears won 61-0
Smallest Point Spread - 2- 1997 Bears won 14-12
Bears Shutout Sabine 7 times - 1986 54-0,1987 39-

0,1989 52-0,1991 61-0,1995 48-0,1998 35-0, 2003 41-0

Gladewater Bears vs. Sabine Cardinals 
Oct. 30, at 7:30 p.m. Cardinal Stadium

Bears drill Necks,
face Cardinals next

Continued on Page 3

District 6 3A D1 Standings 
Gladewater  7-2,    5-0
Tatum.          5-1,    3-1
White Oak.   4-1,    3-1
Atlanta.         2-7,    2-3
Jefferson.     3-5,    1-3
Sabine.          3-5,     1-3
New Boston  1-5,     0-4

Friday’s Game Scores
Gladewater 31 White Oak 14

Tatum 59 Jefferson 7
Atlanta 40 New Boston 20

Sabine was open
This Week’s Games 
Gladewater at Sabine 
Tatum at White Oak 

Jefferson vs New Boston 
Atlanta is open 

By Elizabeth McKamy 
The Gladewater offense opened up a 21-0 halftime lead and the 

stingy Bear defense held White Oak to 21 yards rushing enroute to a 
31-14 victory here Friday night at Jack V Murphy “Bear “ Stadium 
on “Senior Night”. The “run heavy” Roughnecks,  playing without 
their starting QB couldn’t get 
their rushing attack on track 
all night, forcing them to the 
air against the “bend but don’t 
break “ Bear secondary. 

Racking up 206 yards on the 
night, through the air, White 
Oak fought back in the 2nd half,  
but the Gladewater defense 
stood firm, while the Bear 
offense put the game out of 
reach.  The Bear’s balanced 
offense put up 198 yards of 
their own through the air along 
with 170 yards on the ground. 

Legendary football coach  
Paul “Bear “ Bryant once said,  
“Offense sells tickets.  Defense 
wins championships.” In the 1st 
Quarter Friday night,  defense 
was on full display,  as both 
teams proved why they are at 
the top of the District 6 3A D1 
standings. After six series, three by each team,  the offenses had only 
managed a combined 19 yards. The Gladewater offense was the first 
to get untracked as QB Tristan Holmes hit WR Kolin Lewis with a 
29 yard strike with :55 left on the clock in the 1st Quarter. Justice 
Hassek’s extra point was good and the Bears took a 7-0 lead.  After 
another big defensive stand on White Oak’s next drive, it only took 
the Bears one play to add to their lead,  this time on a 64 yard pass 
from Holmes to WR DJ Allen. Hassek’s kick was again good and 
Gladewater went up 14-0 with 11:35 left in the 2nd Quarter. 

The Bears got their third 1st Half score after an 11 yard Roughneck 
punt gave them the ball at the White Oak 45 yard line.  Taking 
advantage of the great field position,  Gladewater drove to the 
Roughneck 24 yard line, but a holding penalty backed the Bears up. 
On 3rd and 20 from the White Oak 34, Gladewater coaches dialed up 
the perfect play. Holmes threw a 9 yard strike to Lewis who flipped 
the ball to RB Eligia Carter who streaked down the sidelines on a 
beautiful “hook and lateral “ into the end zone for the score to give 
the Bears a 21-0 halftime advantage. 

The Bears took the 2nd Half kickoff,  but on 3rd and 9 from their 

COVID-19 making 
Halloween even scarier

Halloween is a unique day each year when people gather together for 
parties, parades and of course, trick-or-treating. October 31 is a day that 
most children eagerly await each year because it means an opportunity 
to don a costume and come home with bags full of sweet treats. 

This year Halloween figures to look different than it has in years past. 
Homes may have carved pumpkins on the doorstep and paper ghosts 
blowing on tree branches. And horror movies will no doubt dominate 
streaming service top 10 lists. But thanks to the COVID-19 virus, certain 
Halloween traditions may not be possible.

Depending on local regulations parties, trick-or-treating and school 
functions may be canceled or significantly modified. Since COVID-19 
is so easily spread, health officials have long touted the need for social 
distancing. And while masks in public have long since become the norm, 
Halloween masks may not be sufficient. 

The coronavirus already has scared off some Halloween attractions. 
Universal Orlando and Disney World have canceled mainstream 
Halloween events for this year. Plus, a recent Harris poll on Halloween 

Continued on Page 5

Pct.
1, 19
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11, 16
12
13
14
15
17, 20, 21

Location
Indian Rock Baptist Church 4944 St. Hwy 154 E. 
East Mountain Community Center 103 Municipal Dr.
Glenwood Water Department 6792 FM 726 S.
Ashland Masonic Lodge #1138 10478 St. Hwy 154,Diana,
Assembly of God Church 1060 US Hwy 271 N. 
Walnut Creek Baptist Church 1969 N. Sego Lily Rd., Diana
Ore City Community Center 408 Althea, Ore CityFrontier Cowboy 
Church 2791 FM 593
Big Sandy ISD, #1 Wildcat Dr.
Pritchett Community Center 1092 FM 1404, Big Sandy
St. James Baptist Church 2800 W. Commerce Gladewater
Enon Community Center 5223 Armadillo Rd. 
Oak Hill Baptist Church 3084 FM 2088
Simpsonville Fire Station 10282 FM 556
Rosewood Baptist Church 8261 Arrowwood Rd. 
Upshur County Library 702 W. Tyler St. 

Election Day
NOVEMBER 3, 2020 GENERAL ELECTION       7:00 am-7:00 pm

Voting available county-wide at any polling location

Early voting ends Friday,
Election Day is Nov. 3 

$500 GEDCO utility 
grant deadline nears

The early voting period ends 
Oct. Friday, Oct. 30 and a new 
poll by The University of Texas 
at Tyler and The Dallas Morning 
News revealed the economy and 
the coronavirus are the most 
influential issues on the minds of 
Texas voters.

Upshur County voters can only 
vote early at the Civic Center, not 
the courthouse. Gregg County 
voters have more options.

(See all Upshur and Gregg 
County early and election day  
voting locations on the charts 
provided.)

“When asked which candidate 
would be best at handling the 
economy, Texas voters prefer 
President Donald Trump 53-46,” 
said Dr. Mark Owens, associate 
professor of political science and 

director of the UT Tyler Center 
for Opinion Research. “However, 
voters are also concerned with 
public health, and only 45 percent 
of the voters had a fair amount 
or great deal of confidence in 
President Trump to keep our 
communities healthy and safe 
from the coronavirus.”

When asked the same question, 
53 percent of Texas voters 
indicated that they trusted Gov. 
Greg Abbott to keep communities 
healthy and safe during the 
pandemic.

The survey results show that 
Texas is a battleground, and the 
final result will depend on the 
enthusiasm of voters, which will 
drive them to the polls as early 
voting continues, said Owens.

Continued on Page 6

Time is running out to apply 
for Round 2 of the Utility 
Suppor t  and  Promot iona l 
Advertising Program sponsored 
by the Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation.

GEDCO distributed 18 checks 
worth $9,000 during the first 
round of application.

GEDCO voted to give $25,000 
in funds in the form of $500 
checks to businesses hit hard by 
the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Now GEDCO is seeking 
applications for a second round 
of financial assistance. But the 
deadline to apply is Oct. 31.

The second round of checks is 
open to any small retail, restaurant 
and manufacturing businesses 
that have been economically 
impacted due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and that are located 
within the Gladewater city limits 
and employ 30 or fewer full-time 
employees. Funds may be used 
for utility bills such as gas, water/

sewer, electricity, internet, and 
phone services and for eligible 
promotional services and costs.

If your business received a 
check in the first round of the 
Utility Support and Promotional 
Advertising Program you are not 
eligible for another check.

To apply for this financial 
assistance simply download the 
Application Form and return 
the completed form to GEDCO 
between Oct. 1-31. 

Priority will be given to 
businesses that due to COVID-19 
mitigation, have had to close, lay 
off employees, limit operations 
to take-out, curbside, or delivery, 
or that can show other direct, 
negative impacts which threaten 
the ability of the business to 
continue operations long-term.

Upshur County Early Voting
Gilmer Civic Center

1218 US Hwy 271 North
Gilmer

Early Voting 
 

Location: Gilmer Civic Center 
1218 US HWY 271 N. 

Gilmer, TX 75644 
 

Dates      Times 
 

  October 13, 2020-October 17, 2020     8:00 am-5:00pm 
  October 18, 2020                        10:00 am-2:00pm 
October 19, 2020-October 23, 2020  7:00 am-7:00 pm 
October 24, 2020                      8:00 am-5:00 pm 

 October 25, 2020                      10:00 am-2:00pm 
October 26, 2020-October 30, 2020  7:00 am-7:00 pm 

 

 
There will be no voting 
at the Courthouse this 

Election. 

Gregg County Early Voting
(Various locations)

October 26, 2020-October 30, 2020           8:00 am-6:00 pm

Election Day
NOVEMBER 3, 2020 GENERAL ELECTION       7:00 am-7:00 pm

Voting available county-wide at any polling location

NAME OF BUILDING 
LONGVIEW COMMUNITY CENTER 
SAINT ANDREW PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
ALPINE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
JUDSON COMMUNITY CENTER 
SPRING HILL FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 
PINE TREE COMMUNITY CENTER 
COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
GREGGTON COMMUNITY CENTER 
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 
EMMANUEL BAPTIST CHURCH 
GLADEWATER 1ST METHODIST CHURCH 
SABINE ISD OLD ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA 
KILGORE COMMUNITY CENTER 
MEADOWBROOK COUNTRY CLUB 
ELDERVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER 
SAINT MARK CME CHURCH 
STAMPER PARK RESOURCE CENTER 
BROUGHTON RECREATION CENTER

LOCATION 
500 E WHALEY ST, LONGVIEW 75601 
2500 MCCANN RD, LONGVIEW 75605 
4102 TRYON RD, LONGVIEW 75605 
1129 FM 1844, LONGVIEW 75605 
4000 GILMER RD, LONGVIEW 75605 
1701 PINE TREE RD, LONGVIEW 75604 
501 PINE TREE RD, LONGVIEW 75604 
3211 W MARSHALL AVE, LONGVIEW 
75604 471 TENNERYVILLE RD. 
501 E HIGHWAY 80, WHITE OAK 75693 
217 W QUITMAN AVE, GLADEWATER 
5219 OLD HIGHWAY 135 N, LIBERTY CITY 
622 KAY ST, KILGORE 75662 
1306 HOUSTON ST, KILGORE 75662 
10450 HWY 349, LONGVIEW 75603 
1100 SAPPHIRE ST, LONGVIEW 75602 
502 S CENTER ST, LONGVIEW 75601 
801 S MLK BLVD, LONGVIEW 75602

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 
WHITE OAK COMMUNITY CENTER 
SABINE OLD ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA 
ELDERVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER 
KILGORE COMMUNITY CENTER 
BROUGHTON RECREATION CENTER 
LONGVIEW COMMUNITY CENTER 
JUDSON COMMUNITY CENTER

501 Pine Tree Rd, Longview 
Center St, White Oak 
Hwy 135 N, Liberty City 
10450 Hwy 349, Longview 
622 Kay St, Kilgore 
801 S Martin Luther King, Longview 
500 E Whaley St, Longview 
1129 FM 1844, Longview 

Set your clocks back 
1 hour  Saturday night
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Elizabeth McKamy
The “Air Raid” was in full force here at Jack V. Murphy Stadium, 

as the Gladewater Bears and their fans celebrated Homecoming with 
a 66-21 victory over the Panthers of Spring Hill.

Coach Jonny Louvier got his first win as HC of the Bears beating 
his former team by unleashing an air attack in the 1st half that was 
unlike Gladewater teams of the past. Bear signal caller, QB Tristan 
Holmes, passed for 266 yards and 3 TDs and WR D. J. Allen threw 
for another TD to give Gladewater a 38-7 halftime lead. Allen also 
caught 5 passes for 187 yards and 2 touchdowns, leading all Bear 
receivers in the 1st half. Soph. WR Kolin Lewis added 4 catches for 
72 yards and 2 touchdowns.

Gladewater got on the board first after a Tyrone Maddox interception 
gave the Bears great field position at the Spring Hill 8 yard line. Two 
plays later Allen took the end of round handoff from Holmes and threw 
a perfect strike to a wide open Lewis in the endzone for six. Justice 
Hassek’s kick split the uprights to give Gladewater a 7-0 lead. Hassek 
was perfect on the night hitting 9 of 9 extra points and booting a 35 
yard field goal to end the first half. 

It didn’t take the Bears long to add to their score after the Gladewater 
defense held the Panthers on their next series. RB Eligia Carter hit 
paydirt exploding for 50 yards on his only TD of the night. Carter, 
who only carried the ball twice, added another 50+ yard run that was 
nullified by a Bear penalty. 

The Panthers got a drive going on their next series, going 40 yards 
in 7 plays, but on 4th and 5 from the Bear 21 yard line, LB Zach 
Polanco sacked Spring Hill QB Brennan Ferguson for a 10 yard loss. 
Four plays later Holmes hit Lewis for a 41 yard TD, giving the Bears 
a 21-0 1st quarter lead. 

Gladewater’s defense rose up again on the Panther’s next series, 
holding Spring Hill to a 2 yard loss, but a Bear penalty on the punt 
gave the visitors an automatic first down and renewed hope of getting 
on the board. The Panthers drove down to the Gladewater 10 yard 
line, but the stingy Bears built their stone wall keeping Spring Hill off 
the scoreboard. Taking loving at their own 2 yard line, the hometown 
Bears weren’t fazed. Holmes threw his 2nd TD of the night to Allen 
who outran the Panther defense on his way to a 74 yard TD and a 
28-0 lead.

Bears’ air attack bombs 
Spring Hill, 66-21

Gladewater travels to Center Friday

GHS Senior Pamela Zarate was crowned 
Homecoming Queen by 2019 Queen Michelle Teve 
at Friday’s pre-game festivities. Pamela is also the 
drum major of the Bear Band.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

Senior Bear standout Nic Lincoln was named football beau and 
presented football sweetheart Shelby Miller with flowers as she 
was named at Friday’s pre-game homecoming activities.  

Band Beau Kaden McCaskle escorted Band Sweetheart Jayden 
Shirey who were presented to the fans by GHS Band Director 
Jeff Smith at Friday’s Homecoming pre-game activities. 

Gladewater/Center By The Numbers 

Record - Bears 16 Center 2
First Game - 1954 Bears won 54-0
Last Game - 2019 Bears won 48-28
Center’s Last Win - 2009 Center won 7-0
Total Points - Bears 580 Center 200
Most Points in a Game - 78  2014 Bears won 56-22
Fewest Points in a Game - 7  2009 Center won 7-0
Largest Point Spread - 54  1954  Bears won 54-0
Closest Game -  1970  Center won 7-6
Shutouts - Bears shutout Center 4 times- 1954  54-0, 1955  40-0, 

1971  40-0, 2008  18-0.
                  Center shutout Bears once - 2009  7-0

Junior Bear wide receiver, #2 DJ Allen heads for the TD with Panther #6 Curtis Crowe steps behind. Allen pulled in five 
receptions for a big 187 yards scoring touchdowns from 74 yards and 63 yards in game two of the season at Jack V. 
Murphy Stadium. The Bears coasted to a 66-21 Homecoming win over Spring Hill.  

Photo By Jim Bardwell

Gladewater Bears vs. Center Roughriders, 
Friday, Sept. 11, at 7:30 p.m. in Center

Specially designed mugs were presented to retired 
Fire Chief Derek Zivney by Executive Board President 
Dickey Roger and to retired Asst. Chief Larry Robinson 
at the recent dinner honoring Clarksville/Warren City VFD 
retirees.             Courtesy Photo

By Suzanne Bardwell
The Clarksville-Warren City 

communities recently celebrated 
the contributions of volunteer 
firefighters Chief Derek Zivney, 
Asst. fire Chief Larry Robinson, 
founder and volunteer Billy 
Si lver tooth and long-t ime 
volunteer and trainer John Power 
with a reception and dinner.

Zivney has an extensive 
background in firefighting and 
emergency response getting his 
initial training from the LSU 
Fire Academy and his EMT basic 
certification through Acadian 
Ambulance.  He cont inued 
his service as a volunteer first 
responder from Mandeville to 
Brazos County where he met 
his wife Lindsay at Texas A&M 
University and led him eventually 
to White Oak where he served 
on both WOVFD and CC/WC 
VFD. Due to time constraints 
Zivney eventually chose to focus 
his volunteer efforts on CC/WC 
VFD.

VFD retirees honored 
“My grandad, Basil Dollins 

was a board member and the 
department desperately needed 
additional help,” Zivney said. 
“Fire Chief Ricky Wallace 
quickly involved me in the 
agency and had me responding 
on calls quickly. Chief Ricky 
Wallace, Capt. David McGee, 
Capt. Rusty Fields and Lt. Dale 
Ermel taught me how to manage 
incident scenes with limited 
manpower and the importance of 
mutual aid.”

Zivney said that he quickly 
learned that a large percentage of 
response would need assistance 
with manpower and equipment 
from other agencies.

“ T h i s  r e q u i r e d  g o o d 
relationships and constant 
trainings with the White Oak 
Volunteer Fire Dept. and the 
Gladewater Fire Dept,” Zivney 
said. “After 20 years in the fire 
service I decided to retire as fire 
chief alongside the retirement of 
Chief Robinson on June 16 with 

the appointment of the new Fire 
Chief Anthony Jenkins and Asst. 
Fire Chief Sherry Robinson.”

Zivney said that the department 
grew quickly with high quality, 
long term and dedicated members 
consisting of current Fire Chief 
Anthony Jenkins, Capt. Ben 

Watson, Lt. Colton Tulles and 
firefighter Byron Bogue.

“These dedicated volunteers 
are the backbone of the volunteer 
service and got CWC VFD to 
where it is today,” Zivney said.

Asst. Fire Chief Larry Robinson 
Continued on Page 9

Wednesday, Sept. 16, 2020                                Vol. 92, No.  38                         1 Section,  8 pages                            50¢     

Continued on Page 3

Bears vs Kilgore By the Numbers 
Record- Kilgore 24 Bears 12 Ties 4
First Game- 1931 Kilgore won 19-0
Last Game- 2017 Kilgore won 33-21
Last Bear Win- 2016 Bears won 29-27
Total Points- Kilgore 765 Bears 477
Most Points in a Game- 92- Kilgore won 54-38 in 1959
Fewest Points in a Game- 0  1949 & 1950 no scoring either year.
Largest Point Spread-48- Kilgore won 48-0 in 1958
Closest Game without tying- 1944 Kilgore won 8-7
Shutouts- Kilgore shutout Bears- 1931 19-0, 1937 19-0, 1939 8-0, 

1941 28-0, 1946 6-0, 1956 41-0, 1958 48-0, 1970 18-0, 1978 27-0, 
1979 7-0, 1980 14-0

Bears shutout Kilgore- 1936 33-0, 1939 8-0, 1945 12-0

Gladewater Bears vs. Kilgore Bulldogs 
Friday, Sept. 18, at 7:30 p.m. in Kilgore

Continued on Page 8

GEDCO utility checks distributed

Congratulations to Maya Huffman, UGHS Homecoming Queen 2020
Photos by Kim Hill

By Elizabeth McKamy
It was the Keomodre Horace show Friday night at Roughrider 

Stadium.  Center’s Sr RB amassed 381 yards on 23 carries, scoring 5 
touchdowns and leading the Roughriders to a 41-40 victory over the 
visiting Gladewater Bears.

The Bears, after spotting Center 7 points on a Horace 52 yard TD 
run, ran off 20 unanswered points. Gladewater got their first points 
of the night going 82 yards in 11 plays. Jr WR D J Allen caught a 
QB Tristan Holmes pass in the endzone for 6. Gladewater, who was 
without their kicker for the game, had to go for the 2 point conversion. 
Sr RB Eligia Carter ran the ball in for the successful pat and the Bears 
took a 8-7 lead with 5:06 left in the 1st Quarter. Gladewater got on 
the board in the 2nd Quarter after Allen returned a Roughrider punt 
83 yards, giving the Bears a 1st and goal at the Center 5 yard line. 
QB Holmes got the call, scoring from 3 yards out. The 2 point try was 
no good,  giving Gladewater a 14-7 lead with 9:42 left in the half.

On the ensuing kickoff, Bear kicker Zach Polanco, delivered 
a perfect onside kick and Gladewater was in business again in 
Roughrider territory. Eight plays later Jr FB Devon Walker scored 
from the 1 yard line. The 2 point try was no good, but the Bears were 
up 20-7 with 6:16 left in the 2nd Quarter.

Center stormed right back going 67 yards in 6 plays. Jr QB Jake 
Hanson hit WR Makel Johnson for an 11 yard TD strike. The pat was 
good and the Roughriders cut the Bear lead to six at the half.

Roughriders edge 
Bears in 41-40 win

Former Gladewater mayor and Red Rock project manager John Paul Tallent, Mayor JD Shipp, Red Rock Historical 
Association founding member Bennie Moore, St. James Baptist Church Pastor James L. Collins, RRHA founding 
member and president Darren Richardson and former mayor Harold Wells break ground with ceremonial shovels 
at the site for the Red Rock Community Center and museum.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
Standing on the shoulders of giants is something Bennie Moore 

understands and she wants to ensure that future generations are 
aware of the shoulders that form the foundation they stand on. As a 
founding member of the Red Rock Historical Association (RRHA) 
she is working hard to keep the history of the Red Rock community 
from being lost.

A ground blessing and breaking was held Friday morning at the 
building site of the community center which lies at the heart of 
preserving the culture of the Red Rock Community. Nearby is a 
building which will house historic exhibits that preserve the stories 
of the historic Red Rock community.

“I am here because I represent groups much larger than I,” Moore 
said. “I represent all of the devalued citizens of the small African-
American communities that were prospering and to some level self-
sustaining at the time of desegregation, most of these communities 
are disappearing.”

Moore said that she grieves the loss of history of those who settled, 
cleared and made a life in those communities.

“I am the product of one such community, and I am responsible 
to be sure that the lifestyles, accomplishments, achievements and 
contributions of those citizens are preserved and will stand as 
proof of their existence and in spite of their hardships, they not 
only survived but they rose above the obstacles that were placed 
before them,” Moore said. “Our mission is to bring value to the 

RRHA community center ground blessing held
unrecognized state that our ancestors were relegated to.”

Moore has certainly passed on her passion for the project to her 
daughter Bridget Moore who is a founding member of RRHA, 
as well as board member Brenda Moore. The two conceived the 
ground blessing idea, organized and planned the event as a public 
witness to the milestone of the establishment of the community 
center and museum. Due to the pandemic, the event was limited 
to 10 individuals. Social distancing was observed as well as 
commemorative masks given to those in attendance with the 
RRHA infinity symbol and the phrase “Beginning With No End—
Gladewater, Texas”.

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp thanked the Red Rock Historical 
Association for committing to protect the memories and histories 
of early families with descendants still living in the area.

“I am honored to be here today for the ground blessing event,” 
Shipp said. “Red Rock emerged as a bustling community of 
commerce around 1840. It featured a port or landing that had two 
active ferries. This community predated Gladewater and the railroad. 
It is essential that this story, this history be preserved.”

Shipp went on to note the significance of the contributions of 
generations of Red Rock community members. That history will 
be displayed in exhibits in a building next to the community center.

“This is a new chapter in our history as we break the ground and 
dedicate this site,” RRHA President Darren Richardson said. “I want 

Lola May of The Screen Door was presented the first $500 GEDCO utility grant check by 
GEDCO secretary/treasurer Laura Talley and board president Jim Bardwell. A total of 
18 checks were handed out last week. See what other local businesses received utility 
assistance on Page 5. 

Small retail, restaurant and 
manufac tur ing  bus inesses 
within the Gladewater city 
limits economically impacted by 
COVID-19 got some relief last 
week in the form of $500.

The Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation is 
providing $25,000 in funds 
through its GEDCO Utility 
Suppor t  and  Promot iona l 
Advertising Program. Up to 
$500 in funds may be used for 
utility bills such as gas, water/

sewer, electricity, internet, and 
phone services, as well as eligible 
promotional services and costs.

“I think it is important for 
GEDCO to reach out to our local 
businesses in these challenging 
times,” said GEDCO president 
Jim Bardwell. “While $500 may 
seem like a small amount to 
some, it can make the difference 
between keeping the lights on 
or not.

“I would like to thank former 
GEDCO board member John 

Ussery for coming up with 
this idea. We plan to carry on 
his vision and expand on it by 
opening the program up for a 
second round of applications 
soon. We have $25,000 allocated 
and we hope to give it all out.”

Businesses receiving funding 
include: Dabble & Resale, 
The Screen Door, Sasquatch’s 
Trading Post, Phyllis & Melissa’s 
Hair Salon, BC Enterprise, 
Just OoWee’z BBQ, McKaig 

Continued on Page 52020 UGHS Homecoming Queen’s Court
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POTHOLE OF THE WEEKPOTHOLE OF THE WEEK

This beaut of a pothole is at the corner of Wood and 
Jeanette streets and is a hazard for anyone who strays 
too close to the curb. Both streets have stretches of 
rough spots but this pothole wins the prize.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Continued on Page 3

Continued on Page 3

TXDOT is working on the east side of Warren City with George Richey Road down to one 
lane. Motorists are advised to use caution or choose a different route. Gregg County 
Precinct 3 workers are also working on the south end of East Mountain Road with only 
one lane open.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

5th District Court of Appeals 
justice dies in wreck on I-30

Justice once served as assistant district attorney 
for Smith and Upshur County

By Phillip Williams
David Bridges, a former Upshur County assistant district attorney 

who had served as a state appellate judge for the past 23 years and 
was running for Congress, was killed Saturday night in a fiery crash 
involving an alleged drunk driver in Royse City.

Bridges, 65, of Rockwall, worked from February 1987 until 
December 1988 under then-Upshur County District Attorney O.W. 
(Buddy) Loyd. The judge’s widow, Sandy, formerly resided in the 
county.

In March, he had won the Republican nomination for re-election to 
a fifth six-year term on the Dallas-based Fifth Court of Appeals, but 
was also among several candidates in a special unusual Aug. 8 election 
for the GOP nomination for the vacant District 4 Congressional seat.

That seat in that district, which includes most of Upshur County, 
came open when John Ratcliffe resigned a few months ago to serve 
in a post in the Trump Administration. Republican precinct chairmen 
and county chairmen from that district will elect the party’s nominee 
for the post next week.

Royse City police said Saturday’s crash occurred on I-30 near FM 
2642 about 9:30 p.m. when a vehicle going the wrong way in the 
westbound lanes struck two vehicles, one of them driven by Bridges. 
His vehicle caught fire and he was pronounced dead at the scene.

COVID-19 can affect pets:
Positive tests in a household require extra protection for pets

By Kay Ledbetter
Social distancing applies to pets as well as humans in households 

with positive cases of COVID-19. Confirmed cases of pets infected 
with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes COVID-19, are being 
reported across the U.S. 

Pets may be a comfort when we are sick, but experts recommend 
staying away from them if testing positive for COVID-19.

“We do need to talk about our pets,” said Susan Culp, DVM, Texas 
A&M AgriLife Research and Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service 
veterinarian in the Institute for Infectious Animal Diseases. “If you 
do have a human in a home that is diagnosed positive, in addition 
to isolating from other people, they need to isolate from their pets.”

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, CDC, recommends 
avoiding contact with your pet including petting, snuggling, being 
kissed or licked, sharing food and sleeping in the same bed. If you 
must care for your pet or be around animals while you are sick, wear 

a cloth face covering and wash your hands before and after you 
interact with them.

Positive-testing animals with COVID-19
Texas Animal Health Commission, TAHC, reported a dog in Tarrant 

County was confirmed to be infected with SARS-CoV-2 on July 7. The 
case was confirmed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture National 
Veterinary Services Laboratories.

Although the dog from Tarrant County was tested through a private 
veterinary diagnostic laboratory, the Texas A&M Veterinary Medical 
Diagnostic Laboratory, TVMDL, also performs testing for SARS-
CoV-2.

TVMDL began testing for SARS-CoV-2 in April and works with 
the Texas Department of State Health Services, DSHS, and TAHC. 
Currently, animals can only be tested with approval from the DSHS 
state public health veterinarian and the TAHC state veterinarian.

TAHC, TVMDL and DSHS work together using a “one health” 
approach by providing guidance in accordance with CDC.

While that was the first confirmed animal detection in Texas, there 
have more than 20 diagnosed cases in the U.S., according to USDA, 
which states, “We are still learning about the SARS-CoV-2 virus, 
which causes COVID-19 in people, but it appears that it can spread 
from people to animals in some situations.”

A small number of animals worldwide have been reported to be 
infected with SARS-CoV-2, mostly after close contact with people 
with COVID-19. Culp said according to the CDC, the risk of a 
positive-testing animal spreading COVID-19 to people is considered 
to be low.

“Based on current knowledge, there is no evidence that pets play 
a significant role in spreading SARS-CoV-2 to people,” said Andy 
Schwartz, DVM, TAHC state veterinarian. “It’s always important 
to restrict contact with your pets and other animals, just like you 

Continued on Page 3

Governor Abbott waives grade promotion 
requirements for 2020-2021 STAAR testing
Governor Greg Abbott Monday announced that the grade promotion 

requirement related to the State of Texas Assessments of Academic 
Readiness (STAAR) test for students in grades 5 and 8 has been 
waived for the upcoming school year. Typically, school systems must 
take into account a student’s score on the STAAR test to determine 
whether the student can be promoted to the next grade level. The 
traditional A-F rating system will remain in place, albeit with certain 
adjustments due to COVID-19.

Typically, students enrolled in grades 5 and 8 are required to re-
take a STAAR test late in the school year, and sometimes again in the 
summer, if they do not meet grade level when taken during the spring. 
With this waiver, there will only be one administration of the STAAR 
grades 5 and 8 mathematics and reading assessments for the 2020–21 
school year. The test will be administered in May to coincide with the 
administration of other STAAR grades 3-8 assessments. 

“As always, our goal is to provide a high quality education for 
every Texas student,” said Governor Abbott. “This will be a uniquely 
challenging school year, therefore, this year is about providing students 
every opportunity to overcome the disruptions caused by COVID-19. 
By waiving these promotion requirements, we are providing greater 
flexibility for students and teachers, while at the same time ensuring 
that Texas students continue to receive a great education — which we 
will continue to measure with high quality assessments.”

“Parents deserve to know how well their children have learned 
grade level knowledge and skills in reading and math, especially in 
a time when education has been substantially disrupted,” said Texas 
Education Commissioner Mike Morath. “And educators use this 
valuable information to make adjustments to support students the 
following year. But there is no benefit to our children by requiring them 

Early voting period 
for November 3rd 
election extended
Governor Greg Abbott Monday issued a 

Proclamation extending the early voting period 
for the November 3rd Election by nearly a week. 

Under this proclamation, early voting by 
personal appearance will begin on Tuesday, 
October 13, 2020, and continue through Friday, 
October 30, 2020. The proclamation also 
expands the period in which marked mail-in 
ballots may be delivered in person to the early 
voting clerk’s office, allowing such delivery prior 
to as well as on Election Day.

“As we respond to COVID-19, the State of 
Texas is focused on strategies that preserve 
Texans’ ability to vote in a way that also mitigates 
the spread of the virus,” said Governor Abbott. 
“By extending the early voting period and 
expanding the period in which mail-in ballots 
can be hand-delivered, Texans will have greater 
flexibility to cast their ballots, while at the same 
time protecting themselves and others from 
COVID-19.”

Upshur records 1st
death from COVID-19

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County has recorded its first death from the 

COVID-19 pandemic, and the total number of cases in 
the county had reached 162 as of Monday, said County 
Emergency Management Coordinator Marc Nichols.

Nichols said the state health department notified him 
Friday that an unnamed man between the ages of 75 
and 85, who resided in an unincorporated area of the 
county, had died, but that he did not know the victim’s 
date of death, nor whether the man died in a hospital.

According to statistics on the county’s website 
Monday, the city of Gladewater has had 22 cases, 
including 16 active and six recoveries, while the city 
of Big Sandy has had eight COVID-19 cases, four 
recovered and four active.

The unincorporated area of the county has had the 
overwhelming majority of the total cases--109--with 
47 active and 61 recovered besides the one death. 

The city of Gilmer has had 19 cases, including 10 
active and nine recoveries, while Ore City has had 
four cases, including two active and two recovered, 
according to the website, which Nichols said was up-
to-date as of midday Monday.
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New GEDCO 
board hires 

interim director

Hawkins picked to fill council vacancy

Beginning on August 10 and 
continuing through September 
10 the City of Gladewater Water 
Department will be conducting a 
chlorine conversion of its  public 
drinking water system. 

To improve water quality the 
city will be adjusting and turning 
off chemicals to achieve this 
chlorine conversion. 

During this 30-day temporary 
chlorine conversion period water 
customers may experience some 
of the following changes: taste, 
odor (chlorine or bleach smell), 
and clarity. 

Chlorine conversion (also 
referred to as a “chlorine burn”) 
occurs when a water system 
that typically uses chloramine 
removes ammonia (needed 
to form chloramine) from the 
treatment process and disinfects 
the water with only chlorine.

City workers will continuously 
monitor the water during this 
conversion period and flushing 
its distribution system. 

Accord ing  to  the  Texas 
Commission on Environmental 
Quality (TCEQ), to protect 
public health all public water 
systems (PWS) in the State of 
Texas are required to disinfect 
drinking water before providing 
it to customers. Many PWSs 
use chloramine (free chlorine 
and ammonia), an effective 
disinfectant that persists over a 
long period of time, making it 
particularly valuable in areas with 
high temperatures. 

A water system that uses 
chloramine may sometimes 
employ a free-chlorine conversion, 
removing ammonia from the 
treatment process, disinfecting 
the water only with free chlorine. 
This common practice is used as 
preventive maintenance to kill 
bacteria that, though harmless 
when consumed by humans, can 
introduce unwanted taste and odor, 
and create issues with maintaining 
a disinfectant residual.

City offcials said during this 
process the water will remain safe 
to drink. If you have questions call 
903-844-6331 or 903-845-2196.

Two Gladewater residents died Friday night in a two-vehicle 
fatal crash.

According to the Department of Public Safety, the crash 
occurred just before 8 p.m. on George Richey Road (FM 2275)  
about 1 mile east of Gladewater.

Preliminary crash reports indicated that Adam Benjamin 
Chadbourne, 35, of Gladewater, was driving north on Texas 
Street approaching FGeorge Richey Road.

According to the report, Chadbourne failed to stop at the 

intersection and his car was hit in the right passenger side by a 
pickup driven by a 16-year-old.

Chadbourne and his passenger, Sara Elizabeth Chadbourne, 
35, also of Gladewater, were pronounced dead at the scene. 
Two juvenile passengers, a 12-year-old boy and a 1-year-old 
girl, were taken to a local hospital where they were listed in 
stable condition.

The driver of the pickup and two juvenile passengers were 
treated and released from a local hospital.

Two killed in wreck on George Richey Road

Rocky Hawkins takes the oath of office for the Place 6 
Gladewater City Council seat from Gladewater City Trea-
surer Amanda Hill at Thursday’s special council meeting. 
Hawkins replaces Karla Byrd, who resigned at the July 
monthly meeting after serving one year of her two-year 
term.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

City to burn 
out waterlines 

for 30 days

Former board fires 
executive director

By Suzanne Bardwell
Gladewater City Manager Ricky Tow has 

been hired as interim executive director for 
the Gladewater Economic Development 
Corporation (GEDCO), after Robert 
Johnson’s contract was terminated by former 
GEDCO president Robert Green.

Johnson had served as GEDCO executive 
director since 2011. 

According to a letter dated July 16 
and obtained though a Freedom of 
Information request, Green terminated 
Johnson’s employment, saying “Over the last 
several months, the Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation  (GEDCO) has 
experienced difficulties due to changing 
political conditions and the needs of the 
city of Gladewater. We have explored many 
options, including reaching out to the City to 
mitigate the affective issues. Unfortunately, 
our efforts have not resulted in a mutually 
beneficial solution. 

“After careful review of the circumstances, 
and through no fault of your own, we have 
concluded that City wishes to pursue other 
options and go in a different direction with 
regards to economic development. It is 
with deepest regret that I inform you that 
your employment with GEDCO will be 
terminated.”

Green placed Johnson on paid leave for 15 
days and said  “After your term of paid leave 
expires, your employment status shall then 
be terminated in accordance with the terms 
of your employment contract,” Green wrote.

The same day Green terminated Johnson 
- sending the email at 5:11 p.m. - Green
addressed the city council shortly after 6
p.m. asking that GEDCO board members
John Ussery, Marsha Byrd and himself be
reappointed for another two years. At no
time during his address to the council did
Green mention he had terminated Johnson’s
contract less than an hour earlier.

The council chose by a 4-2 vote to put three 
new faces in the board of directors - Laura 
Talley, Mark Carpenter and Jim Bardwell.

On Tuesday, July 21, Green went to Tow’s 
office at city hall and handed in Johnson’s   
July 16 termination letter and Johnson’s keys.

A few days later Larry Clemens and Marsha 
Byrd, the remaining GEDCO members from 
the previous board of directors, handed in 

By Suzanne Bardwell
The Gregg County Fair has been canceled according to Billy Clay 

the chief organizer of the event. The fair is joining a lengthy list of 
East Texas events that have been felled by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The fair which originated in 1949 had been scheduled for Sept. 11-19 
at the Gregg County Fairgrounds in Longview.

In Gladewater, since the advent of the pandemic and awareness 
of its community spread, canceled events include Gusher Days, the 
Chamber of Commerce annual banquet, the 82nd Round Up Rodeo 
and the Independence Day fireworks celebration at Lake Gladewater. 
At this time the Gladewater Arts & Crafts Festival sponsored by the 
Chamber of Commerce is still scheduled for Sept. 19-20.

Despite numerous cancellations throughout the state, public schools 
will be starting with protocols in place. According to Gov. Greg Abbott 
who issued a clarification Friday, local health authorities may close 
schools if COVID-19 is spreading through buildings, but may not close 
in advance of the school year. The newly released protocols also state 

Gregg County Fair cancelled due to COVID-19;
schools to open despite large venue cancellations

that districts may close campuses for up to five days to sanitize after 
a COVID-19 case is confirmed with remote instruction offered. The 
official statement also states “it is clear that school boards can and 
should work collaboratively with, but not be subject to the advance 
directives of, local public health authorities, to ensure a safe and 
effective learning environment for Texas students.”

Texas educator groups have criticized state leaders for failing to 
fully address concerns about COVID-19 infections in schools this fall.

“Today’s message attempts to reassure school districts they have the 
power to make the best decisions for their communities, but it provides 
no real assurances of support, guidance, additional funding, or 
resources from the state. The statement does not help school districts in 
any tangible manner,” the Association of Texas Professional Educators 
said in a released statement last Friday. ATPE went on to point out 
that the pandemic could force schools to shut down “numerous times” 
over the next school year and the guidance provided by the state does 
not clarify whether they will be funded in those cases.

By Phillip Williams
A 43-year-old Baytown woman was killed in a one-vehicle 

accident at the intersection of two FM roads in rural southern 
Upshur County Saturday night, said the Texas Department of 
Public Safety.

Stephanie Ann Calhoun was prounonced dead at the scene of 
FM 2685 and 1404 by Upshur County Precinct 4 Justice of the 
Peace Anthony Betterton, said DPS spokeswoman Jean Dark.

The department’s preliminary crash report indicates that 
Calhoun, southbound on 2685 in a 2006 Pontiac Torrent sport 
utility vehicle, “failed to stop at the intersection,” traveled into a 

pasture and struck a concrete barrier in the fence line, Dark said. 
Troopers responded to the scene at 7:41 p.m., the spokeswoman 

said.
Calhoun’s body was taken to Grubbs-Loyd Funeral Home 

in Gilmer.
Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Rhonda Welch, whose precinct 

includes the crash site near Gladewater, termed it a “very 
dangerous intersection” Monday, saying several wrecks have 
occurred there, including one within the last two weeks that 
miraculously did not result in major injuries.

She said the intersection needs to be redesigned.

Baytown woman dies in one-vehicle crash 

By Suzanne Bardwell
Since Gladewater ISD, like all districts in the state of Texas, 

is limited to 50% stadium capacity due to the COVID-19 
protocols, ticket sales will be handled differently this year.

Because of the pandemic restrictions no 2020 season tickets 
will be offered but will be honored for the 2021 season. The 
majority of schools in Texas are following this pandemic 
protocol procedure. Ticket sales will be restricted on the first 

Bear football ticket protocol for 2020
day of sale to athletes’ families, on the second day to auxiliary 
(Bear Band, HoneyBears, cheerleaders etc.) students’ families, 
and on the third day to the public at large.

Away game tickets will not be sold at gates but distributed to 
GISD for sale based on the opponent school’s stadium capacity 
which will vary school-to-school. 

The tickets will be sold using the same sale schedule as home 
game tickets.

Through the generosity of John Paul and Beverly  
Tallent the Gladewater Police Department is getting 
a much-needed makeover. New ceiling tiles and floor-
ing are being installed in GPD offices, much to the 
pleasure of GPD Chief Gordon Freeman and his offi-
cers. The Tallents are also putting new flooring in the 
fire department next door. The Tallents recently paid 
to re-carpet the City Hall council chambers where Mr. 
Tallent served as mayor.           Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Jim Bardwell
Rocky Hawkins was selected Thursday to replace Karla Byrd in the 

Place 6 seat on the Gladewater City Council. The Gladewater native 
was picked from a field of six applicants.

Byrd resigned at the council’s July monthly meeting and Hawkins 
will complete the year left on her term. Byrd was elected to the council 
in May of 2019.

Hawkins is retired from Texas Eastman and has run his own 
restaurant business, as well as being active on various boards including 
the Gladewater Lake Board. He told the council during the interview 
process that he had “no agenda” and wanted to “work with the 
council that was already doing a good job.”

In other business Thursday, the council accepted the resignation 

of  Larry Clemens and  Marsha Byrd from the Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation (GEDCO) board of directors.

The council also discussed the upcoming 2020-2021 city budget, 
which calls for a slight tax increase from $0.74999 to $0.756 to bring 
in the same dollars based on the appraised property value.

City Manager Ricky Tow explained that declining mineral values  
is the cause for the increase which he described as minor.

The proposed budget calls for $7,625,888 in revenue and $7,462,951 
in expenses. This will leave the city a surplus - which the city has not 
experienced in several years.

The city council will hold a public hearing regarding the proposed 
budget and proposed tax rate for fiscal year 2021 on Aug. 20 at 6 p.m. 
at Gladewater City Hall.
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POTHOLE OF THE WEEKPOTHOLE OF THE WEEK

GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $8,263.03 $3,769.26 119.22% $43,951.19 $31,275.01 40.53%
Easton 1.000% $5,163.20 $2,261.40 128.31% $26,176.78 $14,832.02 76.48%
Gladewater 1.500% $83,788.97 $83,444.03 0.41% $687,761.79 $599,872.00 14.65%
Kilgore 1.500% $454,206.32 $826,518.46 -45.04% $4,267,645.50 $5,933,735.82 -28.07%
Lakeport 1.500% $20,770.37 $21,691.77 -4.24% $128,608.27 $129,165.52 -0.43%
Longview 1.500% $2,570,752.49 $2,671,458.75 -3.76% $18,857,825.22 $19,806,787.17 -4.79%
Warren City 1.000% $1,358.62 $1,781.58 -23.74% $9,868.34 $12,323.82 -19.92%
White Oak 1.500% $105,660.87 $79,894.90 32.24% $624,232.83 $650,683.60 -4.06%
UPSHUR COUNTY
Big Sandy 1.250% $24,999.13 $14,182.05 76.27% $137,076.98 $118,627.29 15.55%
East Mountain 1.000% $3,603.46 $2,300.36 56.64% $24,741.94 $19,048.92 29.88%
Gilmer 1.500% $196,199.49 $146,270.55 34.13% $1,237,331.42 $1,081,940.39 14.36%
Ore City 1.500% $20,312.02 $15,534.86 30.75% $128,692.35 $108,759.96 18.32%
Union Grove 1.000% $599.66 $322.98 85.66% $2,620.54 $3,061.14 -14.39%

Continued on Page 2

‘Pothole of the Week’ is back. The Gladeater Mirror’s 
weekly feature focuses on streets in serious need of 
repair. This week’s featured problem is an oldie, but 
a goodie on Quitman Street. A waterline rests under 
these sunken bricks and every time large trucks pound 
these bricks, the waterline has to be taking a beating. 
No asphalt is needed to fix this - just some dirt and 
time.  
Seriously folks - it isn’t going to fix itself.

Continued on Page 3

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $744.2 million in local 
sales tax allocations for July, 2.6 percent less than in July 2019. These allocations 
are based on sales made in May by businesses that report tax monthly.

Widespread social distancing requirements were relaxed across much of the state 
in May, thus year-over-year declines were not as steep as they were last month.

While most cities’ numbers went down, Gladewater’s sales tax revenue remained  
up - 0.41-percent compared to last year at this time - $83,788.97 compared 
to $83,44.03 in 2019. And the city’s totals remained well above last year by 
14.65-percent -  $687,761.79 compared to $599,872.00 in 2019.

Clarksville City also went up - soaring 119.22-percent, and White Oak posted a 
-32.24-percent jump in sales tax revenue. Warren City slipped by  23.74-percent, 
while Kilgore also slipped - 45.04-percent.

CLARK

City to host public 
hearing concerning 
Texas Community 

Development Block 
Grant program

The City of Gladewater will 
hold a public hearing at 5:05 p.m,  
on Monday, July 20, at the City 
Hall in regard to the submission 
of an application to the Texas 
Department of Agriculture for a 
Texas Community Development 
Block (TxCDBG) grant. 

The purpose of this meeting is 
to allow citizens an opportunity 
to discuss the FAST Grant 
Application, which is being 
offered through TxCDBG and is 
being considered for another fire 
truck. The amount is $500,000 
max. and fire chief Cory Crowell 
presented the proposal to the 
council two months ago.

The City encourages citizens to 
participate in the development of 
this TxCDBG application and to 
make their views known at this 
public hearing. 

Citizens unable to attend this 
meeting may submit their views 
and proposals to Judy Van Houten 
at City Hall. 

Persons with disabilities that 
wish to attend this meeting should 
contact City Hall to arrange for 
such assistance. Individuals who 
require auxiliary aids or services 
for this meeting should contact 
City Hall at least two days before 
the meeting so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made.

City Hall is located at 519 East 
Broadway Avenue in Gladewater.

An attempted break-in occurring some time Sunday night at Walker Pharmacy was unsuccessful. Police investigated 
Monday morning and owners Dwayne Barnhill and Eddie Goode were hard at work in the heat repairing the damage. 
The building is protected by an alarm system and all controlled substances are stored in a heavy grade vault.
Due to a rash of burglaries and attempted burglaries of Gladewater businesses, residences and vehicles over the last 
several months Gladewater Police Chief Gordon Freeman hosted a seminar Tuesday morning at the Blue Byrd Room 
in downtown Gladewater to discuss the problem and offer tips on how to prevent break-ins and protect property.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

For families struggling during the pandemic, the 
community ministry Manna House stands ready to serve 
by providing monthly family food boxes filled with staples 
and extras to help stretch family food budgets. To receive, 
go to Manna House in the southwest corner of City Hall on 
Mondays, Wednesdays or Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. 
Bring proof of residency within the Gladewater zip code 
of 79457 such as a utility bill and personal identification. 
Curbside pickup application and pickup is available.
The ministry is an important part of meeting the needs of 
families within our  greater community. To help support 
the program food donations may be dropped off during 
regular Manna House hours or at the Gladewater Mirror 
newspaper at 211 N. Main Street weekdays during 
business hours. Financial donations may be mailed too: 
Manna House, P.O. Box 808, Gladewater, 75647.  

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

By Cedric Clark
GISD Superintendent

Greetings to all Bear students and parents. In the interest of keeping 
you informed during this fluid situation surrounding the COVID 
pandemic, we want to share this information with you. We will update 

this announcement as new information becomes 
available, so please check back often to see if the date 
above has changed.

The first day of school is Aug. 12 and we will be 
ready to educate students on day one. That is our 
commitment. Exactly how that will look is dependent 
on the Texas Education Agency, state and CDC 
guidance, along with input from our stakeholders. 
We appreciate your participation in the Return to 
School survey we posted in June. We received over 

500 responses from parents and community members. The responses 
indicated that:

43% favor beginning school normally in August with on-campus 
learning;

29% favor some type of hybrid plan with a blend of on-campus 
and virtual learning;

22% favor virtual learning only;
47% feel comfortable sending their children to school;
31% do not feel comfortable sending their children to school.
Of course, as mentioned above, the COVID situation is fluid with 

new information coming in every day. It is understood that some might 
respond differently to the survey if it were given today. 

Here are a few key points that we are keeping at the forefront as 
we get closer to the first day of school:

The safety of our students and staff is our top priority.
Our reopening plans will be fluid and routinely adjusted to reflect 

updated guidance from the TEA, the governor, and the Center for 

GISD reopening plans 
for back to school 

Local sales tax revenue bucks 
state trend, remains up - 0.41%

Mayor JD Shipp will ask 
the Gladewater City Council  
Thursday to make Juneteenth a 
City of Gladewater employee 
holiday. 

S h i p p 
m a d e  t h e 
announcement 
at the Juneteenth 
prayer gathering 
held in the city 
hall parking lot 
on June 19.

T h e  c i t y 
council alsos will be asked to 
approve a variance, following a 
public hearing, for more signage 
at 301 E. Upshur Avenue. 

The council will also be asked 
to approve a variance request 
regarding  connection to city’s 
System for James Tallent’s 
property located at 1687 Phillips 
Springs Road

In other business, the council 
will hear a second presentation 
by representatives for Enterprise 
Lease Program. The city is 
looking at possibly turning over 
is fleet of vehicles to Enterprise, 
which would rotate out older 
stock and monitor the city’s 
vehicles.

The council is also scheduled 
to consider board appointments 
and/or  reappoin tments  to 
the Gladewater  Economic 
Development  Corporat ion 
(GEDCO). At the June council 

New holiday 
on agenda

MAYOR SHIPP
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Allen West unseats James Dickey to 
become Texas’ new GOP chairman

From Staff and Texas Tribune Reports
Allen West, the firebrand former Florida congressman, has defeated 

Texas GOP Chairman James Dickey to lead the country’s largest state 
Republican Party.

West claimed victory shortly before 3:30 a.m. Monday, while 
Dickey conceded about an hour later. The developments came during 
an early-morning round of voting among state Senate district caucuses 
at the party’s virtual convention.

“I wish Lt. Col. West the very best in this role,” Dickey, who had 
been running for a second full term, wrote on Facebook. “Thank you 
for the honor of serving as your Chair. Let’s win in November.”

West moved to Texas several years ago and became politically 
active here. His victory means an abrupt change in party leadership 
with less than four months until one of the most challenging elections 
that Texas Republicans are facing in a long time.

West’s campaign said Monday morning he would “immediately 
resume the responsibilities of the role and begin to implement his 
strategy to hold Texas.”

Locally, many Upshur County and Gregg County delegates and 
alternates met at the Summit Club in Longview for a mini in-person 
convention and experienced low bandwidth internet connections 
leaving many unable to vote on key issues. Other delegates chose to 
stay home and follow the virtual convention online to avoid possible 
COVID-19 contamination. But while that helped with potential health 
issues, it didn’t prevent software issues at the state level, leaving some 
delegates feeling disenfranchised. Senate District 1 delegates, which 
includes Gregg and Upshur counties, didn’t finish voting until almost 
3 a.m. Monday morning due to the  virtual caucus setup, which left 
many caucus chairpersons scrambling for technical support from the 
state office.

Shake up on GEDCO 
board; Byrd steps 

down from city council

GISD Trustees tackle 
school start prep

Local EDC 
offers help 

with utilities
Are you a 

small retail, 
restaurant or 
manufacturing 
b u s i n e s s 

within the Gladewater City 
Limits that employ 30 or fewer 
full-time employees, and whose 
operations have been affected by 
the COVID-19 pandemic? 

If so, the Gladewater Economic 
Development Corporation wants 
to help through its GEDCO 
Utility Support and Promotional 
Advertising Program.

GEDCO has  commi t t ed 
$25,000 to support COVID-19 
impacted small businesses in 
Gladewater, with a maximum 
of $500 in funding. These funds 
may be used for utility bills such 
as gas, water/sewer, electricity, 
internet, and phone services and 
for eligible promotional services 
and costs.

Please visit the “Current News” 
section at GladewaterEDC.com 
to learn more about eligibility 
criteria and procedures regarding 
the disbursement of funds and 
to fill out an application now 
through August 31. 

Priority will be given to 
businesses that due to COVID-19 
mitigation, have had to close, lay 
off employees, limit operations 
to take-out, curbside, or delivery, 
or that can show other direct, 
negative impacts which threaten 
the ability of the business to 
continue operations long-term.

Upshur GOP’s Melvin Dodd makes a motion during the 
virtual Texas GOP convention held in Longview.

Photo by Jim Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
The Gladewater City Council shook up the Gladewater Economic 

Development Corporation Thursday night by replacing three of five 
incumbent directors with new members.

Board members John Ussery, Charla Nash and 
GEDCO board president Robert Green were not 
re-seated following a 4-2 vote that saw council 
members Karla Byrd and Kevin Clark vote to 
approve GEDCO’s recommendation to retain the 
current board members.

With the motion’s failure, councilman Nick Foster 
then made the motion to appoint Jim Bardwell, 
Laura Talley and Mark Carpenter to the board, 
with councilman Sonny Anderson seconding the 
motion. Councilwoman Brandy Flanagan voted for 
the motion, as did mayor JD Shipp, while Byrd and 
Clark cast no votes. Councilman Ferrell Alexander 
was absent from the meeting.

This was one of the few times in recent history 
the council chose to not go along with the GEDCO 
board’s recommendation. According  to Mayor 
Shipp the new board members began serving on the 
GEDCO board as soon as they were elected by the 

city council. 
Following the council meeting, Byrd slid a resignation letter, which 

apparently was already prepared prior to the GEDCO vote, to mayor 

pro-tem Sonny Anderson. After a brief discussion with Shipp and 
other council members, Byrd left the council chambers and posted  a 
Facebook video from her vehicle telling her Facebook followers of 
her decision to step down after serving one year of her two year term.

Byrd’s husband, Matt Byrd, also spoke on the Facebook video and 
told followers he was no longer seeking the mayor’s position. He  
had filed to run against Shipp in the May city elections. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott pushed all municipal 
elections to November, at the same time as the General Elections. 
Byrd had until mid-August to remove his name from the upcoming 
ballot, but city officials said he formally filed paperwork last Friday 
to remove himself from the race.

With Matt Byrd out of the race, that leaves Mayor Shipp unopposed, 

along with councilwoman Flanagan. Only councilman Alexander has 
an opponent, that being former councilman Scott Owens.

The Gladewater City Council will be accepting applications to fill 
Byrd’s vacant Place 6 seat for the unexpired term ending May 2021.

Pursuant to the City Charter, the candidate must be 18 years of age 
or older, must be a qualified voter, a citizen of the United States and a 
resident citizen of this State for a period of 12 months.  The candidate 
must have been a resident of the City of Gladewater for a period of 
6 months and must continually reside within the City during his or 
her term of office.

Applications are available at www.cityofgladewater.com or 
by calling City Clerk Judy Van Houten at 903-845-2196 ext. 4. 

Everyone at the council meeting wore masks as ordered by Texas Gov. Greg Abbott.                Photo by Jim Bardwell
KARLA BYRD

MATT BYRD

With hopes that school begins on time  this year, Gladewater football players have 
been running through their drills to prepare for the upcoming season. (Above) Zach-
ery Polanco and Nick Lincoln execute plays while all masked up. (Below) Bear Coach 
Barry Lindsey instructs a player while exercising CDC rules.    Photos by Chris Jones

By Suzanne Bardwell
A lengthy opening discussion by GISD Trustees concerning 

the preparations for the start of school amid the unknowns of the 
COVID-19 pandemic also resulted in an overview of some of the 
protocols and planning in place by GISD administration.

“All we can do is use the information we have and make the best 
decisions we can,” superintendent Sedrick Clark said. “We can’t do 
as we have always done. We have to do what is best for everyone.”

Clark, along with Chief Operating Officer Kim Chatman discussed 
safety precautions which include the purchase of hand sanitizing 
supplies for stations in every classroom and other areas. The board 
approved the $33,180 purchase from Kirby Supply.

Due to limitations many families are experiencing during the 
pandemic the GISD dress code has been modified to allow a greater 
variety of clothing to be worn. The amended Student Dress Code was 
posted on the GISD website on Tuesday. 

“We want to ease the burden of parents where we can,” Supt. Clark 
said.

The site will also have instructional forms posted for parents to 
complete the mode of education they are choosing for their children 
(in school, virtual, etc.) which must be registered by 8 p.m. on Friday, 
July 31 as well as other important information concerning the unique 
school year.

“The safety and security of our students is our primary responsibility,” 
Supt. Clark said. “We are going to make it as safe as it can possibly 
be. We are also applying for all the grants we qualify for to receive 
and underwrite the cost of safety equipment and supplies.”

School board members approved several large purchases in 
preparation for the new school year. Four buses and a truck were 
budgeted for up to $381,000. Two of the buses will be passenger 
buses and two will serve special needs passengers. The payment will 
come directly from the fund balance which currently has about $7.7 
million according to Chief Financial Officer Glenda Hickey. The 
amendment was approved unanimously. Supt. Clark said that for the 
first time in many years the district was fully staffed with bus drivers 
for the upcoming school year.

Trustees also approved $104,000 for a bus security system which 
will be standard in all school buses, as well as approving $45,600 
for the installation of air conditioning on six buses currently in 
service. Technology was high on the list of actions with the purchase 
of 920 Chromebooks for student use. The Chromebooks can be 

Continued on Page 4
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GREGG COUNTY
Clarksville City 1.000% $10,340.15 $6,490.10 59.32% $76,611.44 $49,149.13 55.87%
Easton 1.000% $3,781.53 $3,430.61 10.22% $44,046.15 $28,413.66 55.01%
Gladewater 1.500% $112,287.87 $120,953.81 -7.16% $1,078,676.95 $1,024,985.73 5.23%
Kilgore 1.500% $566,272.74 $583,873.23 -3.01% $6,475,452.41 $9,102,873.22 -28.86%
Lakeport 1.500% $23,545.07 $20,140.30 16.90% $219,475.81 $200,816.57 9.29%
Longview 1.500% $3,249,052.61 $3,245,065.26 0.12% $31,053,029.47 $31,641,844.21 -1.86%
Warren City 1.000% $1,200.21 $1,600.51 -25.01% $14,954.11 $18,156.07 -17.63%
White Oak 1.500% $78,703.39 $73,975.78 6.39% $992,384.54 $1,012,961.36 -2.03%

Continued on Page 3

Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced last week he will send cities, 
counties, transit systems and special purpose taxing districts $890.5 million in 
local sales tax allocations for November, 4.8 percent more than in November 2019. 

These allocations are based on sales made in September by businesses that report 
tax monthly, and on sales made in July, August and September by quarterly filers.

Gladewater posted a -7.16-percent decline in sales tax revenue over the same 
reporting period last year - $112,287.87 compared to $120,953.81. But for the 
year, Gladewater is still ahead of 2019 - 5.23-percent - $1,078,676.95 compared 
to $1,024,985.73 the previous year.

Local sales tax down 7.16%

Bears’ season ends early
Loses to Mount Vernon in shoot-out

By Elizabeth McKamy
It was heartbreak city in Rains 

Friday night as our hometown 
Bears fell short 51-43 to the Mt 
Vernon Tigers in the first round of 
the Texas State 3A D1 Playoffs.  

“Our kids played hard and I 
am proud of them. The results 
weren’t what we wanted,  but 
that’s life sometimes.  We will 
be a better program because of 
it,  and I wish the seniors the best 
and am glad I got to coach them”, 
said Head Coach Jonny Louvier. 

T h e  m a t c h - u p  b e t w e e n 
the Bears and the Tigers was 
everything it had been billed to 
be. A shootout. Gladewater took 
the opening kickoff and went 68 
yards in 8 plays, scoring on a 
QB Tristan Holmes 1 yard run.  
Justice Hassek’s kick split the 
uprights and the Bears led 7-0 
with 8:17 left in the 1st Quarter.  
It didn’t take Mt Vernon long to 
get a score of their own going 77 
yards in 7 plays.  

QB Brock Nellor hit WR 
Nicholas Lacy with a 27 yard 
strike. Nellor’s pass for the 2 
point conversion was good giving 
the Tigers a 8-7 lead with 6:25 left 
in the 1st Quarter. 

Gladewater used their ball 
control offense, chewing up the 
rest of the 1st Quarter, to go on 
a 15 play, 73 yard scoring drive. 
On 3rd and 6 from the Tiger 21 
yard line RB Eligia Carter broke 
tackle after tackle on his way to 
a 21 yard touchdown. 

Hassek’s kick was good and 
the Bears took back the lead 14-8 

with 10:32 left in the half. 
What happened next is what 

shootouts are made of. In the 
last 10:32 of the 1st half 43 

points were put on the scoreboard 
by both teams combined. Mt 
Vernon got the shootout going 

Scoring By Quarters 
   1 2 3 4           Total
Gladewater Bears   7 21 0 15  = 43
Mt. Vernon Tigers  8 29 7   7  = 51

Game Stats 
First Downs-  Bears 28   Mt Vernon 23
Rushing/Yards-  Bears 44/280   Mt Vernon 40/200
Passing-  Bears 11/19/155/2 TD/Int   Mt Vernon 14/21/301/5 TD
Penalties/Yards-  Bears 7/55     Mt Vernon 7/45

Downtown ushers 
in the holidays ...
Annual Open House big success

Giving it everything he’s got, Eli Carter hurdles a Mt. 
Vernon defender in Friday’s playoff game in Rains. Carter 
had 183 yards on the night in 19 carries, as well as a Bear 
TD in the regional playoff loss 43-51 to the Tigers. The 
Bears earned the district championship crown with no 
district losses before facing off against the powerful team 
from Mt. Vernon.                               Photo By Jim Bardwell

Weldon fourth grade quarantined
“We are navigating a situation unlike any we have seen…”

Mrs. Claus, AKA Gladewater Chamber of Commerce President Lois Reed visits with one 
of the kids on Santa’s good list, as another youngster mails his letter to Santa in the 
special delivery box provided by the post office. A letter writing station was set up by 
chamber members next to their courtesy hot chocolate which was provided to strolling 
visitors at Saturday’s downtown open house.  

Photo By Jim Bardwell

Energy Weldfab owner Mike Clements 
and the Tempest Golf Club partnered 
in creating a patriotic monument which 
can be seen for miles. At 208 feet a 
gigantic pole holds a 90” by 180” flag 
which was appropriately dedicated 
last Wednesday on Veteran’s Day.
A plague carries the message “We 
the People” Dedicated to the men 
and women who serve our country as 
members of our military and as first 
responders.” Michael E. Clements Sr. 
Veterans and first responders were 
out in force for the dedication of the 
flag. A contingent of veterans from 
Longview’s Marine Corps League 
Detachment 959 had the honor of 
carrying the weight of the flag and 
raising it for the first time. Country 
music superstar and Spring Hill 
resident, Neal McCoy, led the crowd 
of over 300 people in the Pledge 
of Attendance and the National 
Anthem. Speakers included Texas 
Representative Jay Dean, Gregg 
County Judge Bill Stoudt, Gregg 
County Sheriff Maxey Ceriiano and 
veteran Lucero Harris among others.
Tempest owner Joe Bruno was unable 
to attend due to COVID restrictions, 
but was present by phone throughout 
with family members speaking for him 
thanking Clements for the gift of the 
pole and flag at the Wilkins Road (off 
Hwy. 135) golf course.
The ceremony concluded with prayer, 
a 21-gun salute by the Gregg County 
Sheriff Honor Guard, the playing of 
TAPS by Angela Burch and bagpipes 
by Ron Clower. The master of 
ceremony was Tim Bryan.  

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
Schools are climbing the 

mountain of COVID protocols 
while trying to teach pre-
Kindergarten through high school 
students. On Sunday, Gladewater 
ISD contacted all Weldon fourth 
grade parents and released a 
statement that all fourth graders 
would go to virtual learning 
as of this past Monday for the 
rest of the week prior to the 
Thanksgiving break, which will 
in effect, begin this Friday with 
a district-wide teacher workday.

According to Asst. Supt. Dr. 
Cliff Lightfoot three fourth grade 

teachers have tested positive 
for COVID-19 and others have 
become symptomatic, with one 
currently awaiting test results.

“As of Monday, only one 
fourth grade student is confirmed 
COVID-positive,” Dr. Lightfoot 
said. “However over a dozen 
fourth grade students were 
placed on quarantine last week 
for symptoms or exposure, and 
many more would have been 
placed on quarantine Monday 
due to exposure had the decision 
not been made to quarantine the 
entire fourth grade.”

Dr. Lightfoot reported that as 

of Monday morning only three 
GISD students had tested positive 
in the month of November and 
20 students positive since the 
school year began in August. Of 
the 20, three were remote learners 
and had not physically attended 
school this semester.

“”That leaves 16 on-campus 
cases over 14 weeks of school,” 
Dr. Lightfoot said. “While we 
see our neighboring districts 
having to close entire schools 
due to COVID outbreaks, we 
consider our numbers to be 
remarkably low and a testament 

Continued on Page 7

Tempest shares Grand Old Flag with veterans
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The Gladewater City Council 
voted to hire Gregg County 
Precinct 2 Justice of the Peace 
Tim Bryan as the city’s next 

municipal judge.
B r y a n  w i l l 

replace Judge   
C h r i s t o p h e r 
Botto, who has 
accepted another 
position. 

P r i o r  t o 
Bryan’s hiring, 
re-elected Mayor 

JD Shipp and incumbent Place 3 
councilwoman Brandy Flanagan 
were sworn in along with newly 
elected Place 2 councilman Scott 
Owens.

Owens unseated Place 2 
councilman Farrell Alexander, 
1,080 to 684. Shipp and Flanagan 
were unopposed. Shipp received 
1,734 votes and Flanagan 
received 1,627.

In other business conducted at 
Thursday’s meeting the council:

* Re-appointment councilman 
Elijah “Sonny” Anderson mayor 
pro-tem

* Approved a blanket permit 
request from Anthony & Melva 
Gordon for a Craft & Trade 
Show to be held on December 5 
at Jeter House from 9 a.m. until 
5 p.m.

* Approved a Fire Protection 
Agreement between the City 
of Gladewater and Upshur 
County ESD #1 with Gladewater 

receiving not less than $34,000 
annually for their service, and 
a Fire Protection Agreement 
between City of Gladewater and 
Upshur County ESD #1 as agent 
for the City of Union Grove with 
Gladewater being paid not less 
than $10,000 annually.

* Approved hiring Karen A. 
Jacks & Associates for audit 
services for fiscal year ending 
2020

* Appointed city council 
members as ex-officio members 
to several advisory boards - 
Owens and Nick Foster picked 
the city’s Beautification Board,  
while Rocky Hawkins selected 
the Lake Board and Flanagan 
chose the Board of Adjustments.

* Amended the city’s Blanket 
Permit Policy to define how 
many blanket permits are 
allowed to a single group to one 
in a 12-month period. 

* Amended the city’s fee 
schedule for 2021 and added  

Think safety while 
giving thanks

While the coronavirus may have 
changed many of our Thanksgiving 
gatherings, the need to protect ourselves 
from cooking fires continues.

Typically, Thanksgiving is one of the 
peak days for cooking fires, which is the 
top cause of home fires in the U.S. Most 
often, these emergencies are caused 
by unattended cooking — a common 
behavior shared by nearly 70% of us, 
as shown in a national American Red 
Cross survey earlier this year. 

To help keep you and your loved 
ones safe, the East Texas Chapter urges 
everyone to follow these safety tips: 

Keep an eye on what you fry! Never 
leave cooking food unattended. If you 

must leave the kitchen, even for a short 
period of time, turn off the stove. 

Move items that can burn away 
from the stove. This includes dishtowels, 
bags, boxes, paper and curtains. Also 
keep children and pets at least three 
feet away.

Avoid wearing loose clothing while 
cooking.

When frying food, turn the burner 
off if you see smoke or if the grease 
starts to boil. Carefully remove the pan 
from the burner.

Keep a pan lid or a cookie sheet 
nearby. Use it to cover the pan if it 
catches on fire. This will put out the fire. 
Leave the pan covered. 

5 ways to prevent cooking fires

COVID-19 will change the holidays
The holidays are just around the 

corner and many of you may be planning 
a trip to spend time with loved ones. 
However, the coronavirus pandemic 
is growing dramatically in the United 
States - more than 10 million people 
have now been infected and more than 
237,000 have died as case numbers 
reach alarming new records across the 
country. If you are planning to travel, 
below is some information to consider 
before you go, based on Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 

guidelines.
According to the CDC, travel 

increases the chance of getting and 
spreading COVID-19. Staying home 
is the best way to protect yourself and 
others. Don’t travel if you are sick 
or have been around someone with 
COVID-19 in the last 14 days. But if 
your travel plans are still on, consider 
these factors:

• Is COVID-19 spreading where 
you’re going? You can get infected 

Continued on Page 3

The Gladewater Mirror is hosting a toy drive for 
Manna House’s Santa Toy Shop which will be 
open for families receiving family food boxes 
on Dec. 9-10 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. Parents 
and guardians will be able to select a new toy 
for each child and a coloring book and crayons. 
Toys may be dropped off at the Gladewater 
Mirror through Dec. 7 during business hours.  

Gladewater City Clerk Judy Van Houten swears in re-elected council members Mayor 
J.D. Shipp and councilwoman Brandy Flanagan, along with newly-elected councilman 
Scott Owens, at Thursday’s council meeting.         Photo by Jim Bardwell

Out-going councilman Ferrell Alexander receives a 
plaque of appreciation and recognition from Gladewater 
City Manager Ricky Tow.           Photo by Jim Bardwell

City Council 
members sworn 
in and new city 

judge hired

fees for brush pick-up, but tabled 
fees for event permits in the city.

Some permit fee changes 
included the cost of public 
notices, ball field rental and lake 
pavilion rentals. A complete list 
of the city’s fees can be found at 
the Gladewater Mirror website: 
www.gladewatermirror.com.

I n  o t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n , 
Gladewater Fire Chief Cory 
Crowell advised the council 
his department - which was 
seriously depleted last month 
when 10 of 13 firefighters left 
GFD for better paying jobs 
(an estimated $10,000 more 
annually) with the neighboring 
Smith County Emergency 
Services District No. 2 which 
is funded by a voter-approved 
1/2-cent sales tax - would be 
fully staffed by Dec. 5.

Crowell said 23 firefighters 
recently applied for those 
openings and all but one passed 
the tryouts.

BRYAN

Gladewater police officers Courtney Walker, Sgt. Jason Barnes and Sgt. Travis 
Prew were recognized by Gladewater Police Chief Gordon Freeman at Thursday’s 
city council meeting for recently saving a woman’s life. 
The officers were recognized for actions performed on Oct. 17 after responding to a 
call concerning a suicide situation by a young woman trying to hang herself, Chief 
Freeman told the city council.
Freeman said “With quick thinking and swift reactions, Sgt. Barnes and Officer 
Walker was able to lift the subject by her legs relieving the pressure on her neck 
while Sgt. Prew cut her free. The subject received medical attention and survived 
the ordeal.”
Freeman went on to say “It is the opinion of the command staff of the Gladewater 
Police Department that without the swift actions of these officers a death would 
have occurred. Therefore, each officer shall be issued and authorized to wear the 
‘Life Saving Medal’ upon their duty uniform and be eligible for any and all privileges 
and exemptions that is associated with the award.`            Photo by Jim Bardwell 

Happy
Turkey 

Day!

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp has 
canceled the Dec. 8 Gladewater 
Chamber of Commerce Christmas 
Parade because of COVID-19 concerns.

“I have either been made aware 
or seen notifications of neighboring 
communities canceling their Christmas 
parades,” said Mayor Shipp.

“Unfortunately, this event is scheduled 
to occur during a period in time that we 
are experiencing an upswing in COVID 
cases.  I worry that by allowing this 
event to continue as planned that we will 
be counter productive to the efforts of 
our school in the continuation of on-site 
instruction.  

“I also worry that we will put in to 
jeopardy families’ ability to gather 
for Christmas. The parade, while a 
wonderful holiday tradition, is an event 
that can be revisited next year with far 
greater fanfare with COVID and 2020 in 
the rear-view mirror of a 2021 journey.”

Gladewater is not alone in canceling 
its parade, as Liberty City and Kilgore 
have nixed their parades, while Gilmer 
has no plans for a parade. Longview’s 
parade also has been canceled.

COVID-19 concerns 
cancel Gladewater’s 
Christmas parade 
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Christian Allen brought toys for the 
Gladewater Mirror’s drive for Manna 
House’s Santa Toy Shop and was greeted 
by Newshound King.  Registered Families 
will pick up family holiday food boxes 
on Dec. 9-10 from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at 
First United Methodist Church’s Family 
Life Center on Quitman Street will be able 
to select a new toy for each child and a 
coloring book and crayons. Toys may 
be dropped off at the Gladewater Mirror 
through Dec. 7 during business hours at 
211 N. Main Street.  

Recipients of the boxes and toys must 
register by completing one application 
per household and providing photo ID 
and proof of residence. There is a limit of 
one food box per approved household. 
Approved applicants with children ages 
12 AND UNDER permanently living in the 
same household may pick out a toy for 
each of the children (age 12 and under). 

Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

Enhanced 
Mobility of Seniors 

and Individuals 
with Disabilities 

Program set
TxDOT is hosting a series of 

virtual public workshops to help 
connect organizations providing 
lifeline transportation services 
with their most vulnerable 
customers: seniors and people 
with disabilities.

 The agency is seeking input 
from seniors; individuals with 
disabilities; representatives of 
public, private, and nonprofit 
t ranspor ta t ion  and human 
service providers; and other 
members of the public who share 
TxDOT’s goal of improving local 
mobility services for seniors and 
individuals with disabilities.

The Enhanced Mobility of 
Seniors and Individuals with 
Disabilities Program promotes 
the development and maintenance 
of a network of transportation 
s e r v i c e s  f o r  s e n i o r s  a n d 
individuals with disabilities 
throughout the state, in partnership 
with local stakeholders promotes 
public transportation projects 
that decrease the reliance of 
individuals with disabilities on 
ADA complementary paratransit 
services provides technical 
ass is tance to  improve the 
efficiency, effectiveness and 
safety of transit providers

Virtual Public Workshops
The program is intended to fully 

integrate with other federal, state, 
and local resources and programs 
that are designed to serve similar 
populations. The way we do this 
is through regionally developed 
public transportation coordination 
plans and public workshops.

The public workshops provide 
an opportunity to gather input 
from a diverse group of local 
stakeholders and the public to 
assist TxDOT in making decisions 
regarding the Federal Funding for 
the 5310 Program and identify 
how we can best use our resources 
to serve the mobility needs of 
the community. We are seeking 
the participation of, seniors, 
individuals with disabilities, 
representatives of public, private, 
and nonprofit transportation and 
human service providers andother 
members of the public who share 
TxDOT’s goal of improving the 
local mobility services for seniors 
and individuals with disabilities.

Eligible Recipients
Enhanced Mobility of Seniors 

and Individuals with Disabilities 
grants are awarded to nonprofit 
organizations, local public 
entities serving rural (under 
50,000 population) and small 
urban (population of less than 
200,000) areas. Private taxi 
companies that provide shared-
ride taxi service to the public or to 
special categories of users (such 
as seniors or individuals with 
disabilities) on a regular basis are 
also eligible recipients.

Go to the district links (https://
www.txdot.gov/inside-txdot/
projects/studies/statewide/fta-
5310.html) to be directed to 
the district workshop site for 
your region where you can find 
information about the meeting, 
information on how to log on, 
and materials, such as a comment 
card and a survey,  to provide 
your comments. The agendas 
also provide information on how 
to participate in the virtual public 
workshops.

D.J. Allen, who was a triple threat for the Gladewater Bears this 
football season - catching touchdown passes, rushing for TDs and 
even throwing TD passes - not to mention more than 200 kick return 
yards and an interception on defense, earned him the Most Valuable 
Player honors on the District 6-3A Division I All-District Football 
Team for 2020.

Allen threw a touchdown pass, ran for two scores, had 213 return 
yards and finished with 23 tackles on defense, but was one of the area’s 
top receiving threat — finishing with 59 catches for 1,316 yards and 
17 touchdowns.

Gladewater’s Tristan Holmes was named Offensive MVP,    
Gladewater’s Trent Bolt was named Offensive Line MVP and 
Gladewater’s Kollin Lewis was selected Newcomer of the Year, while 
the Gladewater Bear coaching staff was named the top staff in the 
district in a vote by the league’s coaches.

Tatum’s Dalone Fuller was selected Defensive MVP, while  Tatum’s 
Trey Fite was picked for Defensive Line MVP honors. New Boston’s 
Kyle Atkinson was named Utility MVP.

FIRST TEAM
OFFENSE

Quarterback: Jace Burns, Sabine; Cayson Siegley, White Oak; Kendric 
Malone, Tatum; Running back: Keith Kinney, Atlanta; Tylin Hollins, 
Tatum; Receiver: Dontavion Gardner, Jefferson; Kaden Manning, Sabine; 
K’Havia Reese, Gladewater; Line: Clay Fant, Atlanta; Nathan Keller, 
Gladewater; Jasper Taylor, Gladewater; Zane Werner, White Oak; Zach Martin, 
Tatum; Hector Diaz, Tatum; Tight end: Zach Shipp, Gladewater; Fullback: 
Kevon Thompson, New Boston; Devin Walker, Gladewater

DEFENSE
Line: Trey Adams, Atlanta; Eli Kates, Gladewater; Rylie Redden White Oak; 

C.J. Fite, Tatum; Linebacker: Ty Francisco, Sabine; Michael Stevens, White 
Oak; Brian Reid, New Boston; Logan Shelton, Atlanta; Isaiah Henderson, 
Atlanta; Back: Carlos Jackson, Jr., Jefferson; Angel Recendiz, New Boston; 
Malachi Dorsey, New Boston; Nick Lincoln, Gladewater; Colton Cobb, White 
Oak; Dexter Monroe, Tatum; Special teams: Zion Hopes, Jefferson; Isaac 
Goldsmith, New Boston; Cooper McClure, Atlanta; Eduardo Jaimes, Sabine; 
Brian Smith, White Oak; Justice Hassek, Gladewater; Jace Burns, Sabine; 
Omar Rodriguez, Tatum

SECOND TEAM
OFFENSE

Running back: Caden Glass, New Boston; Malachi Gordon, Gladewater; 
Jackson Frazier, White Oak; Decartiyay Allison, Tatum; Receiver: Kameron 
Dickerson, Atlanta; Dylan Creager, White Oak; Dalton Morgan, White Oak; 
Kendall Williams, Tatum; Line: Jaden Wells, Atlanta; Rodolfo Fierros, Sabine; 
Jordan Kinsey, Gladewater; Luke Ummel, White Oak; Alan Flores, Tatum; 
Markendrick Beall, Tatum

DEFENSE
Line: Alex Romano, Jefferson; Cody Rutherford, New Boston; Trentyn 

Morris-Hill, New Boston; Tyrell King, Atlanta; Rajuan Johnson, Gladewater; 
Chris Perry, Gladewater; Linebacker: Jordan Stiger, Atlanta; Daylon 
Branham, Sabine; Logan Bohannon, Gladewater; Gavin Bzdil, White Oak; 
Daymien Smith, Tatum; Back: Jackson Warren, Atlanta; Zach Polanco, 
Gladewater; Ty Bridges, Tatum.

HONORABLE MENTION
Sabine: Cayden Fortson, Alex Galyean, Asher Foster, Brannigan Willige, 

Carter Patterson; Gladewater: Eli Carter, Ben Alvarez, Austin Verner, Za 
Campbell; White Oak: Noah Carter, Rylan Friddell, Sam Dusek, Dylan 
Miller, Chase Tucker; Tatum: Jayden Boyd, Quiston Sheffield, Malachi Ward, 
Ty’Darius Webb, Latrell Perry, Nich Calhoun, Japatrick Blanton; Jefferson: 
Joshua Thomas, Malik Brasher, Zion Hopes, Kentravious Dowden, Dameon 
Warren, Isaiah McDonald, Christian Shepard, Parker Grubbs, Knox Tomlinson, 
Joshua Davis, Ryan Yeater, Jordan Friday, Bryce lark, Lucas Pover; New 
Boston: Jayden West, Dalton Daniel, Demetrius McChester, William Henson; 
Atlanta: Isaiah Harrison, Adrian Kennington, Ashton Harper, Ty Blizzard, 
Brennan Gaston, Dekorian Parker, Matthew Cauley, Caleb Hamilton

DJ Allen MVP of 6-3A
Bears dominate all district

ALLEN
DIST. MVP

HOLMES
OFF. MVP

BOLT
OL MVP

LEWIS
NEWCOMER

The Union Grove Lion Marching Band advanced to state competition with a sweepstakes 
rating of straight one’s in their division from judges. This is the 31st consecutive year 
that the UGHS band has achieved this honor. They will compete at state marching 
contest on Dec. 9 at Pine Tree High School Stadium.         Courtesy Photo

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County has 607 state-confirmed COVID-19 cases, including 

22 deaths, county Emergency Management Coordinator Marc Nichols 
told the county commissioners court Monday.

The total included 530 recoveries and 55 “active” cases, but 
56 “probable active” cases, Nichols said. Asked the difference in 
“active” and “probable active,” he indicated probable cases involved 
individuals who had symptoms and were tested for COVID-19, but 
that the state did not necessarily have the test results to confirm a 
positive diagnosis.

The number of probable active cases is “better than what we’ve 
seen,” Nichols said. County Judge Todd Tefteller said that total had 
declined by about 70 and “I’m sure glad to see that number down.”

After the meeting, Nichols said “our active cases have gone up” after 
hovering around 30. “I know the cold weather doesn’t help anything” 
because it causes other types of illnesses, he added.

Nichols also urged continuing precautions of hand washing, wearing 
masks, and social distancing of six feet from other persons.

607 COVID cases in Upshur

Parade officially canceled
As reported last week, the Gladewater Chamber of Commerce was 

expected to cancel the Dec. 8 Christmas Parade - and they did cancel 
the annual event as a precaution to growing COVID-19 cases.

Mayor JD Shipp said he was concerned the parade could be “counter 
productive to the efforts of our school in the continuation of on-site 
instruction. I also worry that we will put in to jeopardy families’ ability 
to gather for Christmas. The parade, while a wonderful holiday tradition, 
is an event that can be revisited next year with far greater fanfare with 
COVID and 2020 in the rear-view mirror of a 2021 journey.”

Santa paid the Gladewater Mirror a surprise visit this past weekend as he strolled the 
downtown streets reminding shoppers to “Shop Small” and support local small busi-
ness owners and their local retail stores.

Photo by Karla Byrd 
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Matthew Bower (Sr) 
Utility Player of the Year

Chase Mead (Sr) - QB
 1st Team All-District

Grayson Barnett (Sr)
Defensive Back 

1st Team All-District

Cannon Cowan (Sr)
Linebacker 

2nd Team All-District

The 9-AA Div I All District MVP was Beckville’s Junior QB 
Ryan Harris, With Co-Offensive MVPs coming from Frankston and 
Hawkins - Senior QB Brink Bizzell and Senior QB Zach Conde.

The Defensive MVP this year is Hawkins’ Sophomore Linebacker 
Braden Adams. Newcomer of the Year was Beckville’s Freshman 
Runningback J’koby Williams. Special Teams Player of the Year was 
Carlisle’s Junior kicker Aaron Gallegos and Coach Of The Year was 
Hawkins’ Scott Evans.

Also Making The All-Distict Team From Union Grove were:
Blake Moore (So) - Linebacker 2nd Team All-District, and 

Honorable Mention Lions were - Josh Rhodes DL Sr., Adam Hanson, 
DB Jr., Cooper Vestal, DB Soph., Connor Ellis, OL Sr., Ian Vieira OL, 
Soph., Kenneh Johnson, OL Sr. And Josh Baker,, OL Soph.

UG Lions make All-District

The USMC Toys for Tots volunteers Sally Donnert, Patricia Watson and Laverne Crutcher 
along with Santa Claus (Tom Hearrell) have worked hard to ensure that no children go 
without gifts under the tree this year.  

Courtesy Photo

USMC Toys 
For Tots 2020

By Col. Jim Jones, USMC ret.
On Dec.  19 the local Marine 

Corps League Detachment 959, 
will distribute toys to over 500 
kids from 180 plus families.  

The sign-up for the recipients 
of this endeavor was in October.  
Volunteers from our unit were 
in our headquarters accepting 
applicants from the surrounding 
area.  Mostly mothers, some 
grandmothers, and fathers came 
in with picture IDs and the birth 
certificates of the children and 
register them. The children’s ages, 
sex, etc. are recorded along with 
some ideas of what the child’s 
interests are.  At that point the 
work begins, more volunteers 
take this information and start the 
laborious task of filling hundreds 
of plastic bags with toys. Each 
bag is numbered, identified, and 
stacked in our hall.  Some of the 
stalwarts of this task are Leon and 
Patricia Watson of Gladewater.  
There are others but these two 
have never missed a year in this 
task in decades. Most of our 
detachment take part in it to some 
degree but this couple and another, 
Jerry and Laverne Crutcher of 
Longview are in charge. These 

two couples diligently do the bulk 
of the labor along with others.  
The rest of us assist in putting out 
collection boxes, moving sacks, 
stocking shelves, etc. A platoon 
of us will be distributing the toys 
in mid December.  

Th i s  ac t iv i ty  i s  echoed 
throughout our nation.  How did 
this begin? In 1947 Diane, the 
wife of Major Bill Hendricks, a 
Marine reservist in Los Angeles, 
had a dozen handmade dolls 
that she asked him to take to 
an organization for the less 
privileged. When he found no 
such program, she told him, “Start 
one . . . Create one.”  The major 

got his reserve unit involved and 
that first year, they gave out over 
5,000 toys.  The Commandant of 
the Marine Corps learned of this 
and made it a Marine directive in 
1948 after seeing the groundswell 
of support it received.  Thus was 
born the national Toys for Tots 
Program.  Major Hendricks was 
the head of public relations for 
Warner Brothers at the time and 
many of the celebrities he knew 
came onboard.  Indeed one was 
Walt Disney who created the 
Toys for Tots first poster.  He also 
designed the three car train that is 
the Toys for Tots logo today. 

This  year  an average of 

18,000,000 toys will be given 
out to nearly 7,000,000 kids.  All 
this because Marines, known for 
winning our nation’s battles, are 
also known for their peacekeeping 
abilities.  What is more conductive 
to that than giving Christmas 
to those who would otherwise 
not know one?  This Christmas 
season in Longview a small group 
of Marines will carry out the 
tradition which began 73 years 
ago. You can do your part. When 
you see a Toys for Tots toy box, 
put a toy in it or donate money to 
buy them.  One never knows the 
difference a small token of love 
and caring may make. 

Union Grove High School senior Carleigh Judd has been named the 82nd Yamboree 
Queen. Joining her in celebration of the achievement are her brother Cade Judd, father 
Mike Judd, (Carleigh), mother Carrie Judd and grandmother Sue Stebbins. The pageant 
will be held March 6-7. The participants will follow all pandemic protocols during the 
race as well as the pageant.              Courtesy Photo

Fixed potholeFixed pothole

The Gladewater Mirror reader who submitted the 
huge pothole at Hampton and Woodbine streets also 
submitted a photo of the fixed pothole expressing his 
appreciation to city workers and the Gladewater Mirror 
for the fix.  

Courtesy Photo 

By Phillip Williams
The Special Investigations Unit 

of the Upshur County Sheriff’s 
Office arrested 13 individuals on 
various charges, many of them 
drug-related, during September 
and October, Sheriff Larry Webb 
said Monday.

Webb said he did not yet 
have information on the unit’s 
November activities.

During September and October, 

he said, the SIU also handled 
several other cases in which 
charges were filed with District 
Attorney Bily Byrd’s office, 
but the individuals were not 
immediately arrested to avoid the 
risk of spreading COVID-19 in the 
county jail. 

In those cases, which generally 
involved minor drug-related 
offenses, the suspects were not 
considered flight risks nor drug 

dealers, and will appear in court 
when warrants are issued for their 
arrests, Webb said. 

In felony cases, arrests were 
generally made on a “case-by-
case basis,” depending on the 
circumstances of the situation, 
and charges were also filed with 
Byrd’s office in those cases, the 
sheriff added.

Based on information from 
sheriff’s Lt. Gary Shirley, Webb 

provided these details of cases 
involving arrests, and said all 
suspects listed were lodged in the 
Upshur County Jail in Gilmer:

While conducting surveillance 
Sept. 8 at the Outpost game room 
at the intersection of Texas 300 and 
FM 1844 in East Mountain, the 
unit stopped a vehicle, resulting 
in two Tatum residents’ arrests and 
the seizure of methamphetamine 
and prescription drugs.

Wil l iam Lanius,  37,  and 
Stephanie Williams, 31, were 
charged with possession of 
controlled substance--more 
than one, but less than four 
grams of mehamphetamine--
and misdemeanor possession of 
dangerous (prescription) drugs. 

On Sept. 15, while conducting 
drug interdiction at the Lucky 7 
game room at the intersection of 
U.S. 271 and Silk Tree Road in 
West Mountain, the unit stopped 
a vehicle at 271 and Union Grove 
Road, resulting in a Longview 
man’s arrest and seizure of more 

than two ounces of marijuana and 
$3,000 cash.

Jordan Whitaker, 24, was 
charged with delivery of marijuana 
of more than 1/4 ounce, but less 
than five pounds. 

On Sept. 29, after receiving a 
tip that someone involved in drug 
trafficking was riding a motorcycle 
in the Union Grove vicinity, the 
unit found the suspect riding a 
bike which fit the description of 
the suspect and motorcycle. As 
the SIU attempted to stop the man, 
35-year-old Jacob Cole Johnson 
of Gilmer, it observed him throw 
something out in front of the 
Union Grove High School football 
stadium on U.S. 271 before he 
stopped at the intersection of 271 
and Woodpecker Road.

Johnson was charged with 
possession of  a  control led 
substance and tampering with 
physical evidence, both felonies, 
as  off icers  found what  he 
discarded. The report did not 

UCSO makes multiple drug-related arrests

Continued on Page 3

Judd named Yam QueenJudd named Yam Queen

K i l g o r e  C o l l e g e ’s  f a l l 
graduation ceremony will be 
held Friday, Dec. 11, and is 
limited to graduates on in the 
auditorium due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Family and friends 
of the graduates may watch a 
livestream of the ceremony online 
at 5 p.m. on the KC YouTube 
page. Anyone who is interested 
may access and view the event.

“After extensive consultation 
with local and state health 
officials, and for the safety of 
everyone involved, we have 
made the decision to celebrate 
the December commencement 
virtually with only graduates in 
the auditorium,” KC Registrar 
Dennis Cliborn. “While we are 
disappointed that circumstances 
surrounding the pandemic have 
interfered with our plans for 
an in-person ceremony, it is 
very important to us to have a 
meaningful graduation ceremony 
to celebrate our students.”

Gladewater graduates include: 
Kolby Baker, Jamil Bibb, Eric 
Faulkner, Ashley Garcia, Carrie 
Lewis, Elizabeth Maloney, 
Breanna McAlister, Quiarah 
Moore, Brittani Nickleberry, 
Justin Simmons, David Sorrells, 
Marissa Vasquez, Emilee Whatley 
and Dustin Williamson.

KC graduation 
goes virtual

14 grads from 
Gladewater area

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County District Attorney Billy Byrd’s office in Gilmer on 

Monday announced numerous felony and misdemeanor sentencings 
assessed by 115th District Judge Dean Fowler in recent months.

All defendants pleaded guilty, or in cases in which probation 
was revoked, admitted violating probation, the office reported. The 
announcement of the actions, some of which occurrerd as long ago 
as July, was delayed due to computer problems, said a spokeswoman 
for Byrd’s office.

Details of the felony cases involving guilty pleas were as follows, 
the office reported:

Jonathan Christian Kossa, 35, of Gladewater, was placed on three 
years “deferred adjudication” probation Oct. 13 for possession of 
heroin--at least four, but less than 200 grams, on Aug. 14.   

Joe Eugene McClenan, 57, of Gladewater, drew 15 months in state 
jail Oct. 20 for unauthorized use of a vehicle on Nov. 22, 2016.

Skylar Shane Bunn, 22, of White Oak, received four years in prison 
July 1 for evading arrest/detention with vehicle on March 26, 2018.

Charles Arty Miller Jr., 33, of Gilmer, drew 25 years in prison 
July 1 for burglary of habitation--repeat offender on Nov. 26, 2019.

Crystal Nicole Westmoreland, 32, of Gilmer, received five years in 

Man given probation 
for heroin possession

Continued on Page 3
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Owens regains 
council seat, 

beats Alexander

Bears vs. Tigers 
for bi-district

Gladewater Bears vs. Mount Vernon Tigers 
Nov. 13, at 7 p.m. Wildcat Stadium, Emory

By Elizabeth McKamy
The (8-2, 6-0) Gladewater Bears will face the (8-2, 5-2) Mt Vernon 

Tigers,  Friday night,  November 13th in Emory Rains “Wildcat “ 
Stadium,  in the 1st round of the Texas High School, 3A D1 playoffs. 
Gametime is 7pm. It will be the 4th meeting between the two schools 
with Gladewater leading the series 2-1. 

The Tigers,  coached by legendary high school coach Art Briles, 
bring a (8-2, 5-2) record and a 4th place finish in District 5 3A D1 into 
the playoffs.  Briles, who won 4 Texas State Championships while he 
was Head Coach at Stephenville,  is one of the coaches credited with 
introducing the spread offense to Texas High School football,  so it 
is no surprise that Briles’ Tigers have used the spread and no huddle 
offense in their success this year. 

In the Tigers last game against Pottsboro,  Mt Vernon QB Brock 

Bring the kids to see Santa and mail their letters to the 
North Pole at the Gladewater Annual Holiday Open House 
on Saturday, November 14, from 5 – 8:30 pm in the His-
toric Downtown District. The area will be adorned with 
festive decorations, and the evening will feature fun for 
the entire family with the downtown annual Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony at 6 pm, hot chocolate, sweets and 
treats, music, and after-hours shopping with gift basket 
sign-ups available at select retailers.  To protect the safe-
ty and health of our residents, visitors, and community, 
social distancing and masks are recommended. 

By Phillip Williams
Whoever opined that people who are noted for 

living to be 100 are rarely noted for anything else 
didn’t know Dona Mills Bozman.

Bozman, who lived much of her 101 years in 
Gladewater before dying Oct. 20 in a Hot Springs, 
Ark., nursing facility, was an Army Nurse Corps 
veteran during World War II and afterward, serving 
from 1942 until 1946. She saw duty in North 
Africa, Italy and Switzerland. 

She risked her life to serve her country, went 
on to become a Gladewater school nurse, and 
is honored with an exhibit in the Gladewater 
museum, where she served as a volunteer starting 
in her eighties.

Born in Shelby County Nov. 25, 1918, to 
James and Mary Mills in their two-room home, 
she attended Camp Tie School, which only went 
through the eighth grade. When she graduated, one 
of her eight siblings, her late older brother Gerome, 
came and got her to reside with him in Gladewater 
to finish high school.

After graduating from Gladewater High School 
in 1936, “her aunt thought she would make a 
good nurse and encouraged her to go to school in 
Shreveport, La.,” according to the biography in 
Bozman’s funeral program. Following graduation, 
she was employed at the New Orleans Charity 
Hospital.

After the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941, triggered America’s entrance into World War II, her 
late brother Elbert joined the U.S. Army, which she too 
planned to join--but there was a hitch. The army rejected 
her because she weighed under 100  pounds.

Soon afterward, though, the Red Cross contacted 
Bozman (then still Dona Mills as she hadn’t yet married), 
informed her it was forming a mobile nursing unit for the 
army, and accepted her although she didn’t meet the weight 
requirement. She was among the first 11 nurses to leave 
New Orleans as a unit in August 1942.

She went by train to Fort Benning, Ga., “had all types 
of training for about a year,” then “traveled by train 
at night” to New York “with the shades drawn” since 

Remembering, celebrating WWII vet Bozman

Continued on Page 3

While all eyes were on Washington DC 
Tuesday and who would be sitting in the 
White House for the next four year two local 
candidates were running for Place 2 on the 
Gladewater City Council. 

Former councilman Scott Owens regained a 
place on the council by beating 
incumbent  counci lman 
Ferrell Alexander - 1,077 
to 682.

The voting breakdown 
showed Owens getting 84 
mail-in ballots to Alexander’s 
74, and Owens outdistanced 
Alexander in early voting - 

777 to 511. On election day, Owens netted 
206 votes to Alexander’s 97.

Mayor JD Shipp, who received 1,730 votes,  
and Place 3 councilwoman Brandy Flanagan, 
who received 1,623 votes, were unopposed.

The May municipal elections were moved 
to Nov. 3 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

The mayor and each council member will 
serve a two-year term.

State and federal elections results of interest 
to local voters include:

State Senator Bryan Hughes, R-Mineola, 
retained his seat in Austin by beating 

OWENS

Multiple area volunteer fire departments joined Glade-
water firefighters and Christus EMS in responding to a 
tire fire on Sweet Gum Road Saturday afternoon. The 
column of smoke was visible from many miles away. The 
Gladewater Fire Department received mutual aid from the 
Clarksville – Warren City, East Mountain, West Mountain, 
Big Sandy, and White Oak volunteer fire departments. No 
injuries were reported and structures were lost.

Photo by Josh Bardwell

ABOVE - Eagle eye Kilgore Inter-
mediate fourth grader Nicholas Ho-
sak takes aim on the target at Sat-
urday’s Lion’s Club Turkey Shoot. 
With a turkey as the target for the 
Thanksgiving table, 36 adults and 
16 youngsters managed to snag a 
bird while supporting the Gladewa-
ter Lions’ scholarship and service 
programs. LEFT - All 139 partici-
pants in the Turkey Shoot were win-
ners when it came to the fun they 
had with club members at Satur-
day’s event at Gladewater Airport. 
Lion’s Club member Donna Seery 
hears a winner’s sure shot story. 
Sharpshooters took home a gob-
bler for their holiday table. 

Photos By Suzanne Bardwell
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Manna House volunteers J.Y. Kindt and David Clark 
assisted by Lois Reed sort through boxes in preparation 
of filling Christmas family food boxes. Santa’s Toy Shop 
was also open to assist parents in assuring there were 
toys under the tree on Christmas morning. The event was 
held at the First United Methodist Church’s family life 
center on Quitman Street Wednesday and Thursday.
Manna House will reopen Jan. 4 at 9 a.m. in the southwest 
corner of City Hall. It is open Mondays, Wednesdays and 
Fridays from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. Food donations may also 
be dropped off at that time or at the Gladewater Mirror at 
211 N. Main Street.               Photo By Suzanne Bardwell

UGHS Band captures 
3rd in state contest

By Suzanne Bardwell
The pride of Union Grove High School, the Lion Marching Band 

attended its first UIL military sanctioned state marching contest at Pine 
Tree last Wednesday where the band earned third in state.

“I am incredibly proud of our band family for overcoming so many 
challenges that we have faced in what has been a unique school year,” 
band director Brandon Garmon said. “Our students made the decision 
to not let adversity take away from the opportunity we had this season. 
Not only did they perform, but they made history this fall. That says 
a lot about the character and pride of our band students.”

 According to Garmon this was the first time for UIL to place 
their seal on the competition. The National Association of Military 
Marching Bands (NAMMB) has hosted a similar contest for many 
years.

“This new UIL competition is a big deal because it makes it possible 
for the military style bands that are mainly found in this part of the 
state to compete on a level playing field with one another for a UIL 
state championship,” Garmon said. “This is a pilot program right now, 
meaning that it is in somewhat of a test period since it is brand new. The 
UIL will evaluate the progress, participation and other data to decide 
whether it should continue in the future. Based on the excitement from 
our recent contest, I would say we are off to a great start.”

The Union Grove Band has been in existence since the early days 
of the Union Grove school. In the early ‘90s the band began to earn 
a consistent record of success at various competitions including UIL 
contests. 2020 marks the 31st consecutive year for the marching band 
to receive a First Division rating at UIL marching contest. According 
to Garmon this is one of the longest active streaks in the state of Texas.

The Lion Band also has 30 consecutive years of UIL sweepstakes 
awards which ties in their success at UIL Concert & Sight Reading 
contest to what they have achieved on the field in the fall marching 

By Suzanne Bardwell
The recipe for Christmas cheer 

at Truman Smith Children’s 
Care Center Saturday included 
equal parts of the Patriot Guard, 
Banditos, Cotton Club Riders, 
Patrons, Christian Club riders 
and a whole lot of other colors 
that spelled out the true meaning 
of Christmas—5he gift of love 
through giving.

Gladewater’s Truman Smith 
medical care center for fragile 
children saw a cavalcade of 
motorcyclists pull in with Santa’s 
Sleigh filled with gifts for every 
single patient at the center. The toy 
run began 29 years ago in Mom’s 
Biker Bar. Now it is sponsored by 
Longview’s Outlaws Bar.

Owner Melissa Lynn Kelly said 
that despite the pandemic people 
from all over the community 
participated to ensure the toy run 

Santa toy run roars into Truman Smith 

was the success it has always 
been. With 500 gifts purchased 
for the 88 patients at the center no 
stocking was left unfilled.

“Everybody pitched in,” Kelly 
said. “We had people from 

everywhere who wanted to help 
our children this year. All of our 
angels were adopted.”

And the giving didn’t stop 
there. Three rough riding angels 
handed over checks totaling 

$4,500 while visiting the center’s 
parking lot Saturday. There were 
over 100 motorcycles, dune 
buggies and jeeps that roared 
from Outlaws Bar in Longview 
to the Gladewater medical center 
where they paraded around the 
building so the children could see 
them from their windows. Due 
to COVID pandemic protocols 
none of the children were allowed 
outside. Many of the bikes 
and bikers were decked out in 
Christmas cheer. Even the Grinch 
made an appearance alongside 
old St. Nick. And, everyone 
was smiling, even that green old 
Grinch in his leathers.

“We understand the challenge 
of COVID with all the isolation,” 
Truman Smith nurse Steffanie 
Stevenson said. “We are still 
going to have Christmas, it’s just 
going to be modified.”

Toy Time

Photo by Jim Bardwell

Photo by Suzanne Bardwell

By Suzanne Bardwell
The big news at Monday’s GISD board meeting concerned the 

refinancing of the district’s bond debt at a new 2.0244% and a total debt 
service savings of $5.287 million by its payoff in 2044. The refinancing 
will result in about a $223,000 per year savings for taxpayers.

In pursuit of more cost savings for the district board members 
voted unanimously to contract with Ideal Impact to upgrade the 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems at the high school 

Gladewater ISD to see almost $5.3M in savings
campus. According to Ideal Impact CEO Wes McDaniel the project 
to upgrade the failing system which has aged out and experiencing 
frequent breakdowns will cost $174,375 to replace. Chief Financial 
Officer Glenda Hickey said that costs were budgeted and would be 
paid out of existing funds.

McDaniel reported an energy cost savings to the district of $127,928 
as of Dec. 1, 2020 with the current energy savings program that is in 
effect. He said that the savings by next Dec. 1 will be $38,535. 

Supt. Sedric Clark reported that Kilgore College is fully funding a 
high school success coach to work with high school students. Clark 
expressed gratitude to Kilgore College President Dr. Brenda Kays 
and local KC board member and former GISD trustee Jon Rowe for 
the valuable addition to the campus.

GMS Principal and GHS Interim  lead administrator Chris Langford 
reported on campus improvement plans for the two schools. He said 
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Dear Santa, 
This year for Christmas I want… a back-
pack
From Larry

Dear Santa, 
This year for Christmas I want… a car
From Taylon

Dear Santa, 
This year for Christmas I want… A dino-
saur
From Clayton

Dear Santa,
This year for Christmas I want… a race 
car.
From KG
Dear Santa, 
This year for Christmas I want… a button
From Brandon

PRE-K
MRS MOORE AND MRS SANDERS

dear santa, 
my name is: Abigail
i am 5 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
 lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
Paw Patrole Adventure
Mighty Pup
PJ Mask

dear santa, 
my name is: Kaleena
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
puppy

dear santa, 
my name is: Olive
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
 lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
reigndeer
movie- Shimmer& Shine
Santa hat

dear santa, 
my name is: Maverick
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
 lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
toy
firetruck
Dragon Ball game

dear santa, 
my name is: Jariel
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
fire truck

dear santa, 
my name is: Talon
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
truck

dear santa, 
my name is: Victoria
i am 5 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
 lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
Santa and me
See a reigndeer
Toys

dear santa, 
my name is: Hazel
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
 lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
JoJo make-over
doll
doll dream house

dear santa, 
my name is: Correy
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
 lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
bike
scissors
little car for me

dear santa, 
my name is: Ayroral

i am 5 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
 lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
suitcase
Barbie Dream House (two story)

dear santa, 
my name is: Kenny
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
truck

dear santa, 
my name is: Ellie
i am 5 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
make-up set

dear santa, 
my name is: Genevieve
i am 5 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
 lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
dollhouse

dear santa, 
my name is: Dylan
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
a book about dots

dear santa, 
my name is: tylor
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:

a new toy

dear santa, 
my name is: Bartez
i am 4 years old
i have been good:
all the time
sometimes
once in a while
lets not talk about it
what i wish for most:
motorcycle

KINDERGARTEN
MISS FOLEY 

Dear Santa, 
My name is Veronica I am 5 years old 
one really nice thing i’ve done this year is 
Played with Lillian outside For Christmas I 
would really love: 
Dol hous 
LOL Dol 
Puzlz
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Veronica

Dear Santa, 
My name is Mycah I am 5 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year is Help 
people when they fall down. For Christ-
mas I would really love:
RolR SKATS
hED FON
Toy KR
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Mycah

Dear Santa, 
My name is Kamden I am 5 years old 
one really nice thing i’ve done this year 
is play with them For Christmas I would 
really love: 
Ska BrD
Nrf guN
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Kamden

Dear Santa, 
My name is Adrian I am 6 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year is 
helped someone up when they fall down 
For Christmas I would really love: 
remote control boat
remote control truck
a cat
I will put some delicious treats out for you 

and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Adrian

Dear Santa, 
My name is Cori I am 6 years old one re-
ally nice thing i’ve done this year is Beig 
nice to my sustr For Christmas I would 
really love: 
Baby dol
dol
huvrdoud
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Cori

Dear Santa, 
My name is Grayson I am 5 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year did 
math For Christmas I would really love: 
LEGO toys
Math toys
robot
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Grayson

Dear Santa, 
My name is Maddison I am 5 years old 
one really nice thing i’ve done this year is 
was nice to Joshua For Christmas I would 
really love: 
BRBE DOL
CHOKLT
BIG TOY KAR
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Maddison

Dear Santa, 
My name is Camila I am 6 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year is 
shared my Barbie camper For Christmas I 
would really love: 
watch
YoYo
LEGOS
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Camila

Dear Santa, 
My name is Yahir I am 5 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year is 
helped my mom For Christmas I would 
really love: 
water guns
hat
shoes

I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Yahir

Dear Santa, 
My name is Greyson I am 5 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year is help 
my mom clean the dishwasher For Christ-
mas I would really love: 
bull dozer
construction toys
wallet
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Greyson

Dear Santa, 
My name is Jayden I am 5 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year is was 
nice to my brother For Christmas I would 
really love: 
WOTR GUN
hAT
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Jayden

Dear Santa, 
My name is Gunner I am 6 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year is have 
a picnic For Christmas I would really love: 
TOY CR
UMBRELA
ROKT SHOES
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Gunner

Dear Santa, 
My name is Lillian I am 5 years old one 
really nice thing i’ve done this year is put 
my clothes on by myself For Christmas I 
would really love: 
AR mcsTuFD
PLADO
PONE TOY
I will put some delicious treats out for you 
and your reindeer on Christmas Eve. 
Have a safe flight!
Love from Lillian

Dear Santa, 
My name is Elizabeth I am 5 years old 
one really nice thing i’ve done this year is 
helped someone get up For Christmas I 
would really love: 
LOL DOL 

We borrowed some of Santa’s 
letters from our local boys 

and girls to share with 
our readers. Don’t worry, 

though, Santa made copies!
Merry Christmas!

City asking 
voters to OK 
shift in EDC 

sales tax funds
But not a new tax

By Jim Bardwell
The Gladewater City Council 

wants the voters’ help in deciding 
how to spend part of the 1/2-cent 
sales tax revenue collected each 
year by the Gladewater Economic 
Development  Corpora t ion 
(GEDCO).

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp 
said “This is not a request for 
more money from the tax payers. 
This is a request to allow the EDC 
to diversify its investment into 
our community!”

The council voted Thursday 
night to hold a special election 
next May, in conjunction with 
the municipal election, and 
ask voters to authorize current 
sales tax dollars to be used for 
projects other than currently 
allowed under the “Type A” set 
up GEDCO operates.

The Type A sales tax is primarily 
intended for manufacturing and 
industrial development. EDCs 
may use Type A revenue to fund 
land, buildings, equipment, 
facilities expenditures, targeted 
infrastructure and improvements 
for projects.

The Type B sales tax may 
be used for any project eligible 
under Type A rules and several 
other project types, including 
quality of life improvements 
such as professional and amateur 
sports and athletic facilities, 
tourism and entertainment 
facilities, convention facilities 
and public parks; related store, 
restaurant, concession, parking 
and transportation facilities; 
related street, water and sewer 
facilities; and affordable housing.

Type B EDCs can also promote 
and develop new and expanded 
business enterprises that create or 
retain primary jobs and may fund 
public safety facilities; recycling 
facilities; streets, roads, drainage 
and related improvements; 
demolition of existing structures; 
general municipally owned 
improvements; and maintenance 
and operating costs associated 
with projects.

Mayor Shipp spoke to the 
Gladewater Rotary last week 
and explained the need for this 
election. The city also plans to 
host town hall meetings to answer 
any questions voters may have.

Basically, a yes vote on any of 
the propositions will not increase 
taxes - it simply will reallocate 
existing sales tax funds to a wider 
variety of projects. 

The ballot will ask voters 
to choose Yes or No on the 
following five propositions.

(A) “The use of a portion of 
the one-half (½) cent sales and use 
tax for land, buildings, equipment, 
facilities, and improvements 
found by the board of directors to 
be required or suitable for use for 
professional and amateur sports, 
including children’s sports, 
athletic, entertainment, tourist, 
convention, and public park 
purposes and events, authorized 
by Section 505.152 of the Texas 
Local Government Code, as 
amended.”

  ▭ For
 ▭ Against
(B) “The use of a portion 

of the one-half (½) cent sales 
and use tax for land, buildings, 
equipment ,  faci l i t ies ,  and 
improvements found by the board 
of directors to be required or 
suitable for the development or 
expansion of airport or railport 
facilities, including hangars, 

Continued on Page 6
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Advertise Your
Business or Event

STATEWIDE
Regional ads available

Contact this newspaper
for more information

000-000-0000

ONE CALL
ONE LOW 

PRICE

903-845-2235
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NEED EXTRA CASH !!! ???

Travel Trai lers l 5th Wheels   
Goosenecks l Bumper Pulls  

In Any Area!!!  Any Condition!!!
Old/New !!!    Dirty or Clean !!!

I PAY CA$H    956-466-7001
No Title – No Problem – We Can Apply For One

ANR Enterprises

I BUY RVS & 
MOBILE HOMES

HELP
WANTED

The City of Gladewater is accepting applications for a full-time 
utility billing clerk.  This position assists customers both in 
person and on the telephone; receives and accurately posts 
payments; issues work orders and assists with monthly reports. 
Visit www.cityofgladewater.com for complete job description and 
an application. Submit completed application to
City of Gladewater, Attn: Human Resources, PO Box 1725, 
Gladewater, TX 75647 or via email to jfail@cityofgladewater.
com. Position open until filled with first application review on 
January 4, 2021.  

TexSCAN Week of 
December 27, 2020

ACREAGE
Hunting/investment/recreational property. We 
have some of the best in Texas! From the Hill Country 
(Edwards, Menard, Coke, Val Verde County, free 
ranging exotics) to South Texas (Kinney, Duval, Live 
Oak County, whitetail, hogs). Large or small acreage. 
30-year fixed rate owner financing, only 5% down. 
Call toll-free or email for individual prices and terms, 
www.ranchenterprisesltd.com, 800-876-9720.

AUCTIONS
Real Estate Auctions: 10+/- ac w/Office, Home & 
Warehouse – Jan 21. Public Inspection 11-2 p.m. Fri., 
Jan 8. Three Rivers, TX, 345 & 349 Highway 72. Just 
over an hour from San Antonio & Corpus Christi. 
Auctions: 11am, Thu. Jan, 21, on site or bid live from 
anywhere at auctionnetwork.com. 800-801-8003, 
williamsauction.com/TX.

43rd Annual Cattleman Bull & Female Sale Jan. 
23, 2021, 12:00 Noon, El Campo Livestock Auction, 
El Campo, TX. Expecting 100 Bulls. Also selling 
a group of select females. www.cattlemansale.com 
Adrian Knight Tx Lic #11102, 903-452-7591; Kelly 
Conley Tx Lic #9558, 903-850-3449.

GENERATORS
GENERAC Standby Generators. The weather is 
increasingly unpredictable. Be prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Schedule your FREE in-home assessment 
today. Call 1-855-704-8579. Special financing for 
qualified customers.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Have you been diagnosed with Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma? If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition, Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, 
after exposure to Roundup herbicide, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call Toll Free: 800-940-8469. 
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC, Principal 
Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated. 

MAINTENANCE
Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! LeafFilter, the 
most advanced debris-blocking gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 15% off 
and 0% financing for those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-815-5722.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

Life Alert. One press of a button sends help FAST, 
24/7! At home and on the go. Mobile Pendant with 
GPS. FREE First Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
844-831-1525. FREE Brochure.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. NOT just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. Call 1-855-901-0467 
for details. www.dental50plus.com/txpress.   6118-0219 

WANTED
Need Extra Cash – I Buy RVs & Mobile Homes – 
Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Goosenecks, Bumper Pulls. 
In Any Area, Any Condition – Old/New, Dirty or Clean! 
I PAY CA$H. No Title – No Problem, we can apply for 
one. ANR Enterprises, 956-466-7001

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
273 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or servics advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

Have you been diagnosed with

Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma?

If you have been diagnosed with the 
serious medical condition,  

Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, after exposure to 
Roundup herbicide,

Call Us Toll Free: 800-940-8469
The Law Offices of Foster & Houston PLLC

Principal Office: Austin, TX; Co-counsel may be associated.

you may be entitled 
to compensation.

Need Cash? 
Sell it 
in the 
Mirror! 

Call us today 
@ 903-845-2235

arraigned by Judge Christi Kennedy of the 114th 
District Court who set Laws’ bond at $1 million 
for the charge of “Escape While in Custody.” Laws 
reportedly carved out portions of the brick in the 
Gregg County South Jail in Longview, gaining access 
to the building infrastructure and making his way to 
the exterior of the Gregg County Courthouse. Laws 
was being held in the Gregg County Jail after being 
sentenced on two accounts of assault on a Longview 
police officer in the 188th District Court totaling 70 
years.

l Gladewater’s Winston Hill, the most decorated 
New York Jet and former Weldon Bumblebee football 
star, was selected for the  Pro Football Hall of Fame’s 
2020 Centennial Class. Hill, who earned his first AFL 
All-Star Game berth in his second season, 1964, 
and then was chosen for three straight AFL All-
Star Games from 1967-69, was also selected to Pro 
Bowls in the Jets’ first four seasons as members of 
the NFL from 1970-73. He holds the franchise mark 
for offensive linemen with 195 consecutive games 
played and 174 consecutive starts.

l Former East Mountain Fire Chief James Wilson 
(Jimmy) Burks was sentenced to eight years in 
prison after pleading guilty to misappropriating 
approximately $45,000 of the volunteer fire 
department’s funds. Burks, 45, entered the plea to 
misapplication of fiduciary property Jan. 13 to 115th 
District Judge Dean Fowler.

Burks was arrested last Sept. 5, six days after 
the Upshur County Grand Jury returned a sealed 
indictment against him.

February
Local Gladewater City Council races were set 

in February with  Place 1 incumbent Mayor .J.D. 
Shipp being challenged by local businessman Matt 
Byrd, who is married to then-city council woman 
Karla Byrd. Incumbent Place 2 councilman Farrell 
Alexander, a local realtor and served as chief of 
police in Gladewater, was challenged by former 
city councilman Scott Owens. And incumbent city 
councilwoman Brandy Flanagan drew no opposition 
in her bid for re-election. When all the dust cleared 
and the elections were moved to November due to 
COVID-19, Owens defeated Alexander and Byrd 
withdrew from his bid to unseat Shipp.

March
l The COVID-19 Pandemic grew worse in March, 

resulting in the city council adopting an ordinance 
postponing the May 2 general election for Mayor 
Place 1, Council member Place 2 and Council 
member Place 3 to the Nov. 3, 2020 Uniform Election 
Date. Texas Gov. Greg Abbott issued a proclamation 
waiving certain provisions of the Texas Election Code 
because of the threat of COVID-19 which required 
the local action item which was approved 5-0. The 
measure was adopted throughout the state as a result 
of the threat to citizen health.

l In addition, effective March 23, the lobby of 
Gladewater City Hall was temporarily closed to help 
prevent the spread of COVID-19. City-wide clean-up 
date scheduled for April 4, 2020 was postponed and 
rentals of city owned baseball fields and pavilions 
were suspended until further notice.

Gregg and Upshur County commissioners’ courts, 
reacting to the worldwide pandemic of the COVID-19 
virus, ordered all county offices to close to the public 
except for “essential” functions, and Upshur County 
went so far as closing gaming rooms in the county 
until further notice. 

The problem would grow worse as months rolled 
along and county and city officials looked to state 
and federal officials for guidelines and monetary 
assistance in dealing with the worldwide pandemic.

l Also, in an unprecedented move, Gov. 
Greg Abbott announced he would waive testing 
requirements for this year’s STAAR exam, as many 
schools expect to be closed at least through the April 
testing window, due to the new coronavirus. He also 
said he would ask the federal government to waive 
this year’s federal standardized testing requirements, 
which apply to all states. According to the state, as of 
Sunday afternoon, 569 school districts had announced 
closures due to coronavirus concerns. Texas is not 
alone, since more than 30 states have closed schools 
due to coronavirus, affecting at least 30 million public 
school students nationwide.

l Earlier in the month, primary elections were 
held with Upshur County Republican primary 
voters nominated Gene Dolle for Precinct 1 county 
commissioner and Ronnie Mitchell for Precinct 
3 constable, while throwing races for Precinct 3 
commissioner into May 26 runoffs. Kent Abernathy 
and Michael Ashley landed in the runoff for 
commissioner, with Ashley winding up on top 
following the runoff.

l The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce wad 
forced to cancel its annual membership banquet 
due to COVOD-19 health concerns. Many more 
chamber-related activities – like the annual July 3rd 
fireworks show - would also be canceled as the year 
wore on. And COVID-19 even got the Yamboree, 
with famous East Texas Yamboree festival, which 
draws thousands to the city of Gilmer each October, 
and the city’s annual July 3 fireworks show were 
canceled. Also canceled was Gladewater’s annual 
Fall Fest at Holloween.

April
l It was no April Fools for education as the 

calendar rolled on to April, with Union Grove ISD 
beginning drive through pickup for meals and distance 
learning substituting for classroom instruction, while 
Gladewater ISD closed its campuses and set up 

student lessons and assignments through Google 
Classroom. Printed copies of learning materials 
were also placed in specially marked containers at 
the front entrance of each student’s school campus 
and available for pickup. School officials were 
forced to travel new avenues as they attempted to 
keep children learning during uncertain conditions.

l Also in April, President Donald Trump 
signed a $2 trillion stimulus bill that would 
include $1,200 checks to many adults, expanded 
unemployment insurance payments and extended 
loans to businesses, all in an effort to combat the 
coronavirus outbreak’s toll on the economy. 

As of April, the coronavirus had infected at 
least 136,880 people in the U.S. and killed at least 
2,409 people.

Unfortunately, this was just the beginning of 
many more cases of COVID-19 and too many 
more deaths. 

l As if the COVID-19 situation wasn’t enough 
to deal with, on Easter Sunday storms not only 
caused wide-spread property damage in Gregg and 
Upshur County, but it also cost one man his life. 
Kelly ‘Bear’ Kalinec, 60, of Upshur County, was 
pronounced dead Sunday evening after a tree fell 
on him in his driveway. Kalinec was a teacher and 
coach at Linden-Kildare CISD, coaching football 
and baseball and taught special education.

The severe storms included straight-line 
winds and possible tornadoes Sunday, leaving 
approximately 22,000 SWEPCO customers 
without power.

And a reported 38,000 Upshur Rural Electric 
Cooperative members were left without electricity 
throughout.

l Gladewater ISD AD/Head Football Coach 
John Berry announced in April he was headed 
back to Longview to work for his former boss 
Lobo Head Coach John King. In his six years as 
the Bear’s head coach, Berry racked up a 48-21 
record. The Bears were 10-4 in 2019 and made it 
to the Regional Finals playoff round before losing 
to Pottsboro 34-35 in double OT.

l In late April, Gov. Greg Abbott let the state’s 
stay-at-home order expire and allowed businesses 
to begin reopening in phases, the latest ramp-up 
in his push to restart the Texas economy amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. First to open were retail 
stores, restaurants, movie theaters and malls. 
But they were only allowed to operate at 25% 
capacity. Museums and libraries were allowed 
to open at 25% capacity, but hands-on exhibits 
remained closed. 

A second phase of business re-openings came 
in May —allowing businesses to expand their 
occupancy to 50%, according to the governor. That 
was later moved to 75%. 

l With the end of school only a month away 
– Gladewater ISD looked at how it would handle 
graduation plans during COVID-19.

 “Gladewater High School and Gladewater ISD 
are heartbroken over the losses that our seniors 
have to experience because of this pandemic,” 
GHS Principal Cathy Bedair said. “We want 
our seniors to know that they are loved and very 
important to us.” 

The 2020 Senior Plan included the purchase of 
senior signs with students’ names, 2020 and their 
senior cap and gown picture to place along the 
high school grounds and downtown to celebrate 
their accomplishments. Then GHS grads would 
participate in a car parade that weaved throughout 
downtown and neighborhoods. Finally, the 
GHS grads were allowed to have an in-person 
graduation ceremony on the high school football 
field – each student seated six feet a part for social 
distancing. It was truly an unusual graduation, and 
one the Class of 2020 and the rest of Gladewater 
will never forget.

May
l News came that the FEMCO - Spencer 

Harris Facility based in Gladewater would cease 
operations permanently. FEMCO Holdings, 
LLC would continue to operate its existing five 
locations based in Colorado, California, Georgia, 
Pennsylvania, and Indiana, continuing to support 
its existing customers and OEM’s through 
these locations, according to Brad H. Kerkhoff, 
Vice President, Sales & Marketing. “FEMCO’s 
additional locations will continue to specialize 
in manufacturing, fabrication, refurbishment, 
commissioning, line boring, turn-key equipment 
installation and relocation services, as well as 24/7 
emergency repair and maintenance services across 
the United States, Kerkhoff, said in a press release. 
“Thank you for the many years you have allowed 
us to serve you.”  

Spencer Harris began in 1934 as a job shop 
serving the East Texas oilfield. Spencer Harris 
evolved into a manufacturer of trailer-mounted 
vertical drill rigs and a repair center for drilling 
components.

l For the first time in the Gladewater Round-
Up Rodeo’s 82-year history, it was announced that 
due to COVID-19 the chutes would not open and 
the stands would be silent, empty of excited fans. 

While Texas Gov. Gregg Abbott allowed 
restaurants to operate at 50% capacity in May 
and gyms could reopen with limited capacity, his 
rules on 25% occupancy for rodeos would make it 
impossible for the Gladewater rodeo to open June 
10-13 as planned. 

The governor’s rules state: “Effective May 22, 
2020, individuals may engage in, and sponsors 
may put on, rodeos and equestrian events. 
Spectators are allowed, provided that indoor 
venues limit the number of spectators to no more 

than 25% of the total listed occupancy of the venue, 
and outdoor venues may operate at up to 25% of the 
normal operating limits as determined by the facility 
owner.” 

Plans are underway for an even bigger and better 
rodeo in 2021.

l Also in May, Scott Clower was named GISD 
Athletic Director while the Bear head football coach 
job went to home grown GHS 2002 alum Jonny 
Louvier.

June
l On a muggy June 5 in Jack V. Murphy Stadium 

the culmination of 13 years of learning, play, 
competition and growth was celebrated with the 
Gladewater High School Class of 2020. Born during 
the year that 9/11 occurred, and lucky to have an in-
person graduation during the COVID-19 pandemic 
thanks to the

Herculean efforts of GISD administration and staff, 
the graduates were at last celebrated after missing out 

on the last two and half months of their senior year.
“Not having a face-to-face ceremony was 

never an option,” Supt. Sedric Clark said. “After 
completing 13 years of school and after having 
their senior year cut short by the pandemic, 
our graduates deserved to have the ceremony. 
Celebrating them was of the utmost importance 
to us.”

l And GHS Bear Scholarship Godfather, 1985 
GHS alum Dr. John Hood and his wife Sally, for the 
second consecutive year offered all GHS graduates 
a $500 scholarship if they attend college. Six of the 
112 grads got a bigger boost for their futures. Four 
students were honored with $2,500 renewable to 
$10,000 scholarships. “I strongly believe that talent 
is everywhere but opportunity isn’t,” said Dr. Hood. 
“There are special people graduating from GHS, 
Sally and I wanted to help make sure they get the 
opportunity to get out into the world and see what 

Continued on Page 10
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Santa’s favorite After-Christmas stop! 
Jim Shore Figurines 40% off

Unique specialty ornaments, lanterns, Village 
collectibles & SO much more!

Greenwood’s Year ‘Round Christmas StoreGreenwood’s Year ‘Round Christmas Store
111 E. Pacific Ave.

Downtown Gladewater
903-844-2201

Now open Tuesday-Saturday 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. for the 

Christmas Season

STAY 
IN

ORDER 
OUT

Too busy to cook this holiday season?
Santa says dine or oorder out locally!

Advertise your TAKE OUT 
and DINE-IN service here! 

Call Suzanne at 903-845-2235 
or 903-845-2235!

224 West Pacific Ave, Gladewater224 West Pacific Ave, Gladewater
Tuesday - Sunday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.Tuesday - Sunday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Our dining room is open!Our dining room is open!
Touchless curbside pickup Touchless curbside pickup 
and delivery available!and delivery available!

West Pacific PizzaWest Pacific Pizza
903-845-5885

101 E Pacific Ave, Gladewater101 E Pacific Ave, Gladewater
50% occupancy for Dining in50% occupancy for Dining in
Curbside pickup available!Curbside pickup available!

Guadalupe’sGuadalupe’s
903-845-2318

Bodacious BBQBodacious BBQ
903-845-2311

1105 West Upshur Ave, Gladewater1105 West Upshur Ave, Gladewater
Tuesday - Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday - Saturday 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Or until Sell OutOr until Sell Out
Take Out and Dine-inTake Out and Dine-in

DINE-IN NOW AVAILABLEDINE-IN NOW AVAILABLE

Good riddance to 2020, Hello to a better 2021
they can become.”

l In a year of great change, people also made 
big changes – after celebrating 30 years of service 
as an educator, GISD Coordinator of Community 
Relations and 1985 Bear alum, Darren Richardson’s 
retired. Richardson’s career led through GHS to the 
University of North Texas where he played bassoon 
in the band and was a vocal major. He received his 
Bachelor of Arts from the University of North Texas 
in 1990. Richardson spent 10 years as an elementary 
music teacher in Tyler ISD before coming home to 
Gladewater where he has served as choir teacher, 
Fine Arts Director, GHS Assistant Principal, Weldon 
Elementary Principal and culminating his career in 
the GISD community relations position.

l Powerful prayers and evidence of striking 
community unity were at the heart of the 2020 
Juneteenth prayer vigil held at Gladewater City Hall’s 
parking area with well over 100 community members 
in attendance. “Thank God for the reason to assemble 
for prayer, for intense prayer for our nation, our state 
and our communities,” New Hope Baptist Pastor 
Emmitt Pettigrew said in the opening prayer. “It is 
good that we can gather in a peaceful manner. Pray 
for yourself, your neighbors and your co-workers.”

The gathering included 14 speakers leading prayers 
in the hour-long community service. 

“I am so proud to see all our participants here 
today,” Mayor Pro-Tem Sonny Anderson said. “We 
want all of you to pray and you can pray without 
opening your mouths. Just pray and let God get the 
glory.”

“Gladewater consists of many wonderful people 
from all walks of life and all professions,” Gladewater 
Mayor Shipp said. “Gladewater is a family of people.

Given the size of our community, it certainly should 
be. We should all know one another, we should all 
feel both comfort and trust among us. This is our 
home…a home consisting of brothers and sisters of 
colors white, black, brown and blue.”

Shipp went on to address the national discussion 
of lives that matter, which grew from the tragic death 
of George Floyd, a 46-year-old African-American 
man, who had died May 25 after being handcuffed 
and pinned to the ground by a white Minneapolis 
police officer’s knee. Protests were held nationwide 
in response to Floyd’s death, but not in Gladewater 
where people came together to pray for unity.

July
l July saw major changes when the Gladewater 

City Council shook up the Gladewater Economic 

Development Corporation by replacing three 
of five incumbent directors with new members. 
Board members John Ussery, Charla Nash and 
GEDCO board president Robert Green were not 
re-seated following a 4-2 vote that saw council 
members Karla Byrd and Kevin Clark vote to 
approve GEDCO’s recommendation to retain the 
current board members. With the motion’s failure, 
councilman Nick Foster then made the motion 
to appoint Jim Bardwell, Laura Talley and Mark 
Carpenter to the board, with councilman Sonny 
Anderson seconding the motion. Councilwoman 
Brandy Flanagan voted for the motion, as did 
mayor JD Shipp, while Byrd and Clark cast no 
votes. Councilman Ferrell Alexander was absent 
from the meeting and Byrd turned in her letter of 
resignation after the council meeting.

This was one of the few times in recent history 
the council chose to not go along with the 
GEDCO board’s recommendation. The action 
then prompted two current board members – Larry 
Clemens and Marsha Byrd to resign. Those two 
vacancies were then filled weeks later when the 
city council appointing John Paul Tallent and Luke 
Kimbrough to the GEDCO board of directors. 
In addition, news came that GEDCO executive 
director Robert Johnson had been terminated just 
prior to the council’s July decision to replace board 
members. But that news wasn’t shared with the 
council before the vote.

With a new GEDCO board, the city council 
began holding joint planning meetings that 
resulted in the council approving a special election 
concerning GEDCO’s ½=cent sales tax. The 
council wants voters to approve using some of 
the existing sales tax revenue GEDCO takes in 
for “quality of life” projects around the city. The 
special election will be held in May 2021.

l GEDCO committed $25,000 to support 
COVID-19 impacted small businesses in 
Gladewater, with a maximum of $500 in funding. 
These funds could be used for utility bills such as 
gas, water/sewer, electricity, internet, and phone 
services and for eligible promotional services and 
costs. The GEDCO board wound up handing out 
more than a dozen checks to qualified recipients.

August
l Rocky Hawkins was selected to replace 

former councilwoman Karla Byrd in the Place 
6 seat on the Gladewater City Council. The 
Gladewater native was picked from a field of six 
applicants. Hawkins is retired from Texas Eastman 
and has run his own restaurant business, as well 
as being active on various boards including the 

Gladewater Lake Board.

l COVID-19 continued in August and 
continued to disrupt plans - the Gregg County 
Fair was canceled according to Billy Clay the chief 
organizer of the event. The fair joined a lengthy list 
of East Texas events that have been felled by the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The fair which originated 
in 1949 had been scheduled for Sept. 11-19 at the 
Gregg County Fairgrounds in Longview.

In Gladewater, since the start of the pandemic 
and awareness of its community spread, canceled 
events include Gusher Days, the Chamber of 
Commerce annual banquet, the 82nd Round 
Up Rodeo and the Independence Day fireworks 
celebration at Lake Gladewater. On the Gladewater 
Arts & Crafts Festival sponsored by the Chamber 
of Commerce was held – with masks and social 
distancing strongly encouraged.

l Two Gladewater residents died in August 
in a two-vehicle fatal crash. According to the 
Department of Public Safety, the crash occurred on 
George Richey Road (FM 2275) about 1 mile east 
of Gladewater. Crash reports indicated that Adam 
Benjamin Chadbourne, 35, of Gladewater, was 
driving north on Texas Street approaching George 
Richey Road. According to the report, Chadbourne 
failed to stop at the intersection and his car was hit 
in the right passenger side by a pickup driven by a 
16-year-old. Chadbourne and his passenger, Sara 
Elizabeth Chadbourne, 35, also of Gladewater, 
were pronounced dead at the scene. Two juvenile 
passengers, a 12-year-old boy and a 1-year-old girl, 
were taken to a local hospital.

l Even COVID-19 couldn’t stop Texas high 
school football – slow it some – but not stop it.

Since Gladewater ISD, like all districts in 
the state of Texas, was limited to 50% stadium 
capacity due to the COVID-19 protocols, ticket 
sales were handled differently this year. Because 
of the pandemic restrictions no 2020 season tickets 
were offered, but will be honored for the 2021 
season. The majority of schools in Texas followed 
this pandemic protocol procedure. Ticket sales 
were restricted on the first day of sale to athletes’ 
families, on the second day to auxiliary (Bear 
Band, HoneyBears, cheerleaders etc.) students’ 
families, and on the third day to the public at large.

Away game tickets were not sold at gates but 
distributed to GISD for sale based on the opponent 
school’s stadium capacity which varied school-
to-school. 

l Texas Die Casting, which was started in 
Gladewater in 1984 by John Patrick with a 28,000 
square foot manufacturing facility on south Loop 
485, closed its doors in August. According to 
Gladewater city officials, employees were let go 
the first week of August and there are no plans 
to reopen the facility. At the time of the closure 
it was estimated 80 people were employed by 
Texas Die Casting. Patrick retired and sold the 
company in 2007. It is estimated more than half of 
the employees who included machinists, finishers 
and maintenance workers live in or just outside 
Gladewater. Texas Die Casting ranked behind 
Gladewater ISD, with 300 employees, as the 
second-largest employer in Gladewater.

 l Gladewater ISD students started school on 
Aug. 12, the first time campuses were open since 
March. Gladewater Bears and Cubs alike were 
excited to be back in school in late August. That 
was evident on the first day as students headed into 
GISD campus buildings. But much about the new 
year was different and it is a mountain that school 
administrators, staff, students and parents climbed 
together. The COVID-19 pandemic protocols have 
rewritten how school was to be held. 

“The greatest challenge in this situation has 
been uncertainty,” GISD Supt. Sedric Clark said. 
“We’re fighting an enemy who is both invisible 
and unknown. The guidance (from the state) that 
we get on how to fight COVID-19 has changed 
several times. As the guidance changes, so do our 
COVID protocols, practices and procedures, all 
of which are put in place to protect our students 
and employees.”

 
September

l Not everything was affected by COVID-19 
in 2020.

Standing on the shoulders of giants is something 
Bennie Moore understood and she wanted to 
ensure that future generations were aware of the 
shoulders that form the foundation they stand on. 

As a founding member of the Red Rock Historical 
Association (RRHA) she worked hard to keep the 
history of the Red Rock community from being lost. A 
ground blessing and breaking was held in September 
at the building site of a community center which 
lies at the heart of preserving the culture of the Red 
Rock Community. Nearby is a building which will 
house historic exhibits that preserve the stories of the 
historic Red Rock community. “I am the product of 
one such community, and I am responsible to be sure 
that the lifestyles, accomplishments, achievements 
and contributions of those citizens are preserved and 
will stand as proof of their existence and in spite of 
their hardships, they not only survived but they rose 
above the obstacles that were placed before them,” 
Moore said.

October
l Giddy Up & Give was the premier event in 

October and people did just that to the tune of 
approximately $35,000. The newly re-formed 
Education Foundation of Gladewater (EFG) hosted 
its first event Saturday night at Stockyard Steakhouse 
with 100 tickets sold.

l In October the Gladewater City Council received 
news that eight Gladewater firefighters were leaving 
for better paying jobs - about $10,000 more per year. 

Gladewater Fire Department employs a staff of 13, 
including GFD Fire Chief Cory Crowell, with seven 
part-time firefighters and five volunteers. 

The firefighters chose to leave to join Smith 
County Emergency Services District No. 2, which 
was approved by voters in November 2019 to raise 
sales taxes to fund and hire additional firefighters for 
stations across rural Smith County. The ultimate goal 
is to have paid firefighters at each fire department 24 
hours a day 7 days a week. According to the Smith 
County ESD 2 website, the starting pay for qualified 
firefighters is $46,345.

Gladewater’s starting salary is $35,823, while 
the median annual salary of firefighters in state of 
Texas ranges from $32,280 to $71,300. The highest 
paying area for firefighters in Texas is Waco with a 
median annual salary of $71,300. The second highest 
paying city/area in Texas is Fort Worth-Arlington 
(mean annual salary $66,180). The lowest paying 
area is Gulf Coast Texas non-metropolitan area with 
a median annual salary of $32,280. 

Closer to home, Tyler’s median pay for firefighters 
is $37,890 per year, while Longview’s $63,030. 

Gladewater Mayor JD Shipp assured everyone 
that the decision to part company was totally on the 
firefighters, not the city. And within a month more 
than three dozen applications were received and by 
December the GFD was back to full force.

November
l The Gladewater Bears claimed the District 6-3A 

D1 crown with a 63-44 victory over the Cardinals of 
Sabine at James Bamburg Stadium in Liberty City. 

Spotting the Cardinals 10 early points, QB Tristan 
Holmes got Gladewater rolling, throwing for 296 
yards and 5 touchdowns in the 1st half, and the Bears 
used a 36-7 2nd Quarter swing to cruise to a 43-17 
halftime lead and the eventual victory.

l The 2021 Texas legislature will be dealing with 
the pandemic fallout, including financial and the 
necessity of balancing the state budget. Union Grove 
ISD Supt. Kelly Moore hosted a meeting of about 60 
public school superintendents and legislators at the 
Lion Center in December to see what that will look 
like and its impact on public education.

White Oak ISD Supt. Brian Gray, who has 
been active in the Texas Association of Rural 
Superintendents for many years, organized the event. 
Senator Bryan Hughes (R), District 7 Rep. Jay Dean 
(R), District 9 Rep. Chris Paddie (R) and District 1 
Rep. Dr. Gary VanDeaver (R) and the educators met 
in person and on ZOOM to address public education 
concerns and the upcoming state legislative session.

“This new normal is tough,” Senator Hughes 
said. “I hope the old normal, or a better normal is 
coming. I can’t think of anything that has affected 
us this quickly and hard. It certainly has done that 
with education.”

Sen. Hughes said that legislators know when they 
are working to balance the budget every two years 
they are working with taxpayer money.

December
Union Grove High School senior Carleigh Judd has 

been named the 82nd Yamboree Queen. The pageant 
will be held March 6-7. The participants will follow 
all pandemic protocols during the race as well as 
the pageant.

Continued from Page 9

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Tax Assessor-

Collector Luana Howell said 
Monday she still intends to re-
open the Gladewater branch of 
her office next Monday and that 
both the original and new drive-
through lanes at her main office 
in Gilmer should be operational 
on  Dec. 30.

Howell had temporarily closed 
the Gladewater branch earlier 
this month when some workers’ 
expo-sure to COVID-19 left her 
office short-handed. The office’s 
Diana branch remains closed until 
further notice.

The Gilmer office was closed 
on Tuesday of last week to install 
a second drive-through window, 
which became operational the 
following day and is “great” since 

it “divided the lines” of vehicles 
on a very busy day for the office, 
Howell said.

The original drive-through lane 
was closed due to construction 
of the second, and the finishing 
touches were to be put on both 
lanes Monday and Tuesday, 
Howell said.

Brazos Banc of Waco and 
JPJ Construction of Quitman 
installed the new lane, the more 
than $20,000 cost of which 
was covered by a federal grant, 
said Howell. County Auditor 
Connie Williams said Monday 
the grant was for COVID-19 
related expenses, and that the new 
drive-through facility qualified as 
one because it promotes social 
distancing.

Opening the new lane will 

allow the original one (next to 
the building) to “be full service, 
making it possible to process 
almost all transactions at that 
window, including simple person-
to-person title transfers,” Howell 
said recently.

While the original lane will 
accept all forms of payment, 
the new one is only for vehicle 
registrations and property tax 
payments, requiring cash or 
checks instead of credit cards.

In another development, Upshur 
County Judge Todd Tefteller last 
week ordered both the county 
courthouse and justice center in 
Gilmer closed to the public, citing 
“the recent COVID-19 spike and 
the increasing number of county 
employees being absent from 
work due to COVID-19.

Local Upshur tax office to reopen
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