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Thursday, June 20, 2024
WOISD Super resigns,

Parker named interim
Boara, super move forward, Separately

By James Draper

No details have been provided about what led White Oak Superinten-
dent Dr. William Paul and the WOISD School Board to part ways, but
the conclusion became public Friday afternoon — the trustees officially
accepted the district chief’s resignation June 14, less than 15 months
after he was hired.

A joint statement released after Friday’s special session includes thanks
and praise from both sides but no substantive information about the appar-
ent impasse between the school’s chief executive and its elected officials.
Both sides say they won’t comment beyond the agreed-upon message.

According to the release, “An Agreement has been reached which al-
lows Dr. Paul the ability to pursue other interests and permits the Board
to pursue hiring another Superintendent,” the statement reads. “The
Board and Dr. Paul have entered into the Agreement believing it is in
their respective best interests and in the best interests of the District.”

Hired in March 2023, it’s been a little more than a month since Paul
took an indefinite personal leave, and there’s been little public information
shared since. Meanwhile, Asst. Supt. Jack Parker was tapped to handle
the district’s day-to-day business as ‘acting’ superintendent and, as of
Friday’s meeting, he’s now the official interim.

On Monday, the trustees spent the better part of four hours behind
closed doors before returning to open session. After approving supple-
mental pay for Parker and fielding criticism from community members
about the lack of information on the leadership issue the past month,
they adjourned for the night.

Shortly after noon the next day came the announcement of Friday’s
special meeting and the anticipated resignation.

On June 14, after opening the meeting at 12:02 p.m. the board entered
‘executive session’ within two minutes and remained behind closed doors
until 12:58 p.m.

The rest of the meeting took just a couple of minutes.

Upon their return to open session, the board members asked if any audi-
ence members wanted to comment. With no takers, the group proceeded
into two votes — there was no public discussion on either.

Trustee David Trest moved to approve Paul’s resignation, effective
June 30, under the terms agreed upon in closed session, authorizing
WOISD Board President Lance Noll to sign the relevant resignation
and release agreement.

Seconded by Board Secretary Donna Stagner, the motion was unani-
mously approved and followed by a motion from trustee Jessica Hughes
to appoint Parker the district’s interim chief.

Per Hughes’ motion, the board opted to table, for now, the search for
a permanent SUCCESSOr.

Seconded by trustee Ricky Bodovsky, the motion was likewise unani-
mously approved before the board adjourned at 1 p.m.

Noll apologized to the various members of the media for being reticent
about the development, noting the school board members have been
instructed not to comment.

WHITE OAK INDEPENDENT SCHOOL
DISTRICT JOINT STATEMENT OF THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES AND DR. WILLIAM PAUL

Dr. William Paul has announced his resignation as Superintendent of
Schools for the White Oak Independent School District. An Agreement
has been reached which allows Dr. Paul the ability to pursue other in-
terests and permits the Board to pursue hiring another Superintendent.
The Board and Dr. Paul have entered into the Agreement believing it is
in their respective best interests and in the best interests of the District.

On behalf of the entire District, the Board of Trustees expresses its
sincere appreciation to Dr. Paul for his efforts while serving as Superin-
tendent of this great school district and its wonderful students, parents
and administrators, and for the many achievements and accomplishments
of the entire District team during Dr. Paul’s tenure as Superintendent.

Dr. Paul thanks the present and past Board of Trustees for providing
him with the opportunity to serve in the White Oak Independent School
District. A school district is measured by the commitment of the Board,
staff and community to its children and their achievement. This District
is indeed so committed. Dr. Paul would like to express his heartfelt ap-
preciation to the staff and community for their support of the District’s
programs and services during his term as Superintendent.

Success requires hard work, dedication, leadership and vision. The
Board and Dr. Paul wish to acknowledge and recognize the teachers,
principals, administrators, staff, students, parents and patrons who have
all contributed to the District’s accomplishments.

The Board extends its best wishes to Dr. Paul in his future endeavors.
On its part, the Board will soon begin its search for a new Superintendent
as not to disrupt the District’s operations.
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Gray Scott fishes off the Lake Gladewater pier as other anglers take to the water Monday
morning. It may be hot, but its never too hot to enjoy fishing on Lake Gladewater.

Photo by James Draper

White Oak kicks off new comprehensive
plan project at no cost to community

A grant of up to $300,000 of
storm recovery dollars is slated to
fund a new comprehensive plan for
White Oak to help steer the city’s
progress for the foreseeable future.

During their monthly meeting
June 11, council members officially
chose GrantWorks to administer
the monies and develop the plan —

In other business, the group ap-
proved a variance for a carport and
took a series of votes paving the
way for a new housing addition.

Tuesday’s meeting also included
a new oath of office for Place 5
Councilman Kevin Hood and the
swearing-in of council newcomer
Danny Kinsley, appointed by
the council to Place 1 after Dana

Mizell stepped away from the seat
to become White Oak municipal
judge.

According to GrantWorks’ Nick
Finan, the coming plan will cover
all aspects of city infrastructure
— parks, water, sewer, drainage,
etc. — in a “living document” to
be updated every five years as the

at no cost to the city.

Continued on Page 8

By James Draper

Some out-of-town nonprofit panhandlers are in the
clear as far as local ordinances are concerned, but the
Dallas-based group’s recurring solicitations at the in-
tersection Hwy. 80 and 271 has prompted complaints
and a proposed tightening of Gladewater rules.

It’s worth repeating that the visitors from the Voices
of New Life outreach haven’t violated any state or
local regulations. Wearing high-vis clothing, carry-
ing buckets emblazoned with their mission, smiling
and asking for donations, they’ve endured the heat to
collect on drivers’ generosity toward their religious-
exempt North Texas ministry.

Their efforts are covered by Gladewater’s permit-
ting exemption “for a charitable, educational, patriotic,
philanthropic, or religious purpose.” That said, there
have been scores of calls and concerns to city officials
about roadway panhandling, and relevant new rules
are on tap for council deliberation this week.

Gladewater Building Inspector Al Harrison wears
multiple hats at City Hall, and he’s been working with
Police Chief Kyle Ready and other local leaders to
update regulations that would, at least to some degree,
curtail the solicitation of donations in the city limits.

It’s just a proposal right now, Harrison emphasized
Monday: the draft code change is poised for council
review, revision and consideration during the group’s
monthly meeting Thursday evening at Gladewater
City Hall.

Basically, “We’re going to change it so only locally-
recognized groups can have an exception from paying
the permit fee. Anybody else, they want to do it, it’s
a $500 fee.”

CURRENT CODES

According to the relevant portions of the Texas
Transportation Code’s Sec.552.007 regarding Solici-
tation by Pedestrians, “A person may not stand in a

GW Council weighs update
to panhandling requlations

A Voices of New Life panhandler collects
donations for the Dallas-based religious
nonprofit at the intersection of Hwy. 271 and
Hwy. 80 June 7. Currently, the out-of-area
solicitors aren’t required to apply for a $500
permit from City Hall, but a proposed rule
change is up for council consideration
Thursday.

roadway to solicit a ride, contribution, employment,
or business from an occupant of a vehicle, except that
a person may stand in a roadway to solicit a charitable
contribution if authorized to do so by the local authority

Continued on Page 8
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INION/COMMENTARY

THE FIRST AMENDMENT: Congress shall make no law

respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free

exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of all

the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and

to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

Gary Borders

Drought conditions ease slightly
while heat dome returns

Drought conditions across the state dropped a percentage
point in May compared to the previous month, with 26% of
the state in some stage of drought, primarily in West and South
Texas and parts of the Panhandle.

Massive storms in late April and into May caused flooding
and wind damage in East and North Texas but did pull those
regions out of drought. Some parts of Central and East Texas
received three times their average rainfall in May, according
to Mark Wentzel, hydrologist with the Texas Water Develop-
ment Board.

Meanwhile, Texans are staring down another miserably
hot summer and wondering if it will be as bad as last year’s,
which was the second hottest on record. A heat dome, which
is a high-pressure system that traps heat and keeps it sticking
around, is making its way across the state. It has already heated
the waters of the Gulf of Mexico to about the same tempera-
tures as last year, according to a report in the Texas Standard.

The heat dome is also driving up temperatures on land. San
Antonio last week saw a record heat index of 117 degrees.
Some South Texas cities are already seeing heat temperatures
broken, and not just by a small amount.

“They usually might beat it by half a degree and maybe, at
most, 1 degree,” said Victor Murphy of the National Weather
service. “So, to see 120-, 150-year records shatter by 2 to 3
degrees is pretty significant. It shows you the magnitude and
the strength of this heat ridge.”

On the somewhat-bright side, Murphy said summer in Texas
is not likely to be quite as bad as last year, which brought 45
days straight of triple-digit heat to much of the state.

Election officials acknowledge
holes in ballot secrecy

During a Texas House Election Committee hearing last
week, election officials acknowledged holes in election laws
that have exposed some ballots cast by Texas voters to public
scrutiny, The Dallas Morning News reported.

A group of activists suing the Texas secretary of state claim
they have created an algorithm that can match any voter to an
anonymous ballot, though their legal filing redacted details
on how their hack of ballot security works.

The secretary of state’s office, which oversees the state’s
elections, has sent guidance to county election officials on
how to adopt procedures to ensure ballots available for public
inspection are scrubbed of any identifying information, The
News reported.

“Every Texan has the right to a secret ballot, and that right
must remain sacred. It is unacceptable for any voter to have
their ballot choices publicized,” Secretary of State Jane Nelson
said. “I am issuing emergency guidance to protect the privacy
of Texas voters.”

Most schools still don’t have
armed guards, despite law

Despite a law that went into effect nine months ago requir-
ing an armed officer at every public school in Texas, most
schools have not done so, the Houston Chronicle reported.

Hearst Newspapers, owner of the Chronicle and other Texas
newspapers, conducted an analysis of 100 randomly selected
school districts around the state and found that at least half
adopted an exception provided in the law to avoid having to
hire an armed guard. Just one fourth of the surveyed districts
had an armed security guard at each campus, while another
22 did not respond.

Some district leaders told the newspaper they were strug-
gling to both pay for the added security or find people to take
the jobs. Graford ISD Superintendent Brandon Perry said his
single-campus district west of Fort Worth got about $18,500
in state dollars but needed $80,000 to hire an officer.

“They require us to hire armed security, hire a school re-
source officer, but they did not attach additional funding to
pay for that expense,” Perry said.

State Sen. Robert Nichols, R-Jacksonville, was one of the

Peace like a river ...

As I went to church by car radio Sunday morning and
celebrated the Creator’s beauty in His natural cathedral, 1
had a moment of connection with a young buck grazing
on the edge of the woods. He was sleek and beautiful and
apparently fearless. Just last week I saw a newborn fawn
sunning in the woods with its little spots shiny and precious.

A few nights ago [ heard a ka-thunk on the deck and found
two masked bandits (raccoons) on my deck stealing cat food
I had put out for the feral cats that live around our country
home. There are also a couple of friendly possums that love
my flowerbed fruit and vegetable composting. Then there is,
as Mr. Bardwell clearly points out, ‘Suzie’s Cat’, a wildy I
tamed that loves to wend its way around my feet. She enjoys
loudly demanding to be fed on the front porch resulting in
the name ‘Front Porch Kitty’. Despite the fact hubby says
he doesn’t like cats he feeds them while proclaiming the
only reason he does is to keep snakes, mice and rats away.

King the 80-pound rescue Rough Collie chases the feral
cats with glee but regularly goes nose-to-nose with FPK in
a game of chicken before one hisses and one backs off. That
little 2-pound kitty knows who’s the boss and it ain’t the
ginormous Lion King Wonder Dog. FPK often tauntingly
sits on the porch railing and slowly grooms herself near a
window so King has something to hoarsely bark at from his
den cell. It is a 40 foot porch and the only place the cat sits
on the railing is where King can see her. Devious, and smart.

Despite the wild cats, birds abound in our East Texas
jungle of a yard. We have multiple bird and hummingbird
feeders, bird baths and birdhouses. We also happen to be
saps who have a problem cutting down trees. Maybe it is
the fact that we are both country kids who bought a country
house that is now surrounded by other homes. So our place
looks a little ‘shady’, pardon the pun, as we have withdrawn
behind our green curtain.

Foolish tree lovers, we even allowed a dreaded Sweet
Gum tree to grow in our front yard which now shades us
from the hot west sun.

Too bad King’s tail acts as velcro when it comes to the
much hated sweet gum balls. And with Chewbacca King
that means we often discover them in the middle of the
night as we shuffle in the dark.

Ah well, our fuzzy monster dog and our Sweet Gum

The Best of
Suzanne

tree will both remain important parts of our lives. And I
will continue to reprimand Mr. Bardwell for his salty talk
when he steps on those prickly little suckers in the middle
of the night.

With the threat of COVID-19 growing, the politiciza-
tion of every word written and posted, and phenomenally
inaccurate information regularly shared on social media
platforms, I need more of Creation and less technology. I
need more nature and less anger. I need more Creator and
less me. Ah, there it is, the source of peace in the midst of
chaos. Maybe I need to go sit by the river. Water does give
me peace. Peace does not mean life is going to be ‘still’, it
means that peace washes over you, like a river.

So friends and neighbors, how about taking a break from
social media platforms, assumptions, worries, finger point-
ing, anger, arguing, justification and rationalization. Come
and sit beside me on the ‘river bank’ and let’s be still and
see what we see...together. We might just be surprised.

SHOULD

YOU
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bill’s backers. He acknowledged that legislators had “set a
standard that is not attainable,” largely because there aren’t
enough qualified officers willing to take the positions.
“There’s physically not enough law enforcement in the state
of Texas trained to this level to fill all the positions,” he said,
making the exemption clause necessary. Otherwise, campuses

would be forced to shut down.
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GIVE ME THAT “FEEL GOOD” RELIGION

Today, entertainment is expected in religion. Parents ask: “What kind of programs do you
have for our children? Do you have special music or church league sports teams? Are there
parties and social meals, and trips planned for our youth and senior citizens? In other words,
what does the church have for ME and MINE?

Entertainment in religion is utilized to make people feel good, to draw in the people, and
to keep up attendance numbers. But understand, what you win people WITH is what you win
them TO! For example, a church in Ohio rented a movie theater for their worship, or rather
their entertainment, services. One member said: People don’t come in with quiet reverence,
it’s just like going to the movies. Instead of popcorn and soda, as at the movies, people just
grab cups of chocolate-flavored coffee and jelly doughnuts on their way into worship.” The
report says, The service starts out with a skit about golfing and religion, and moves into rock
n’ roll with a heavy drum beat that brings nearly everyone out of their seats. .. There’s danc-
ing instead of kneeling. .. Scripture often still plays a role but in less formalized readings.”

Why do we assemble? Is it for what is in it for ME and MINE, or is it to honor and
praise God? We badly need to teach ourselves and our children that it is not all about ME and
MINE, but it is about the great “I AM.” Only when our priorities are in the right order will we
find ourselves walking into the worship assembly focused on God rather than on ourselves.

Sadly, many churches today are offering what will attract the crowds, by offering various
programs and activities that will attract the most people, rather than centering on Christ and
His Word. When will men learn that the worship of God is regulated by the God we worship?
One said: “When we believe that we should be satisfied rather than God be glorified in our
worship, then we put God below ourselves as though He had been made for us rather than
that we had been made for Him.”

Acceptable worship is God-ordained, not humanly constructed. It has naught to do with
human thought or injunction, rather, it requires us to rise above the thoughts and ways of
man to the thoughts and ways of God (Isa.55: 8-9). It is His will, not our own (Matt. 7: 21;
Lk. 6: 46). Think on these things.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ

P. 0. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com.
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Juneteenth’s
freedom celebration
returns June 22

Each summer, Americans
across the United States cel-
ebrate Juneteenth, commemo-
rating the day — June 19,
1865 — when Gen. Gordon
Granger reached Galveston
Bay with 2,000 Union troops
and decreed the emancipation
of slaves.

The announcement arrived
more than two years after the
Emancipation Proclamation.
Another 150 years later and
the date was ultimately com-
memorated as a federal holi-
day in the Juneteenth National
Independence Act.

The Gladewater MLK/Ju-
neteenth Committee’s annual
celebration is scheduled for
Saturday, June 22.

The ‘Freedom Day’ event
begins with the annual parade
through downtown Glade-
water with newly-installed
Mayor Brandy Flanagan serv-
ing as Grand marshal.

Parade participants will
gather at 9:30 a.m. in the
100 block of East Commerce
Street before rolling out at
10 a.m. and turning South on
Hwy. 271. Following Main
Street, the caravan will turn
along Coach Cooksey Street
before coming to a stop at
Bumblebee Park.

The park’s festivities will

Gladewater
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WHAT’S HAPPENING

Rotarians and president Darla

Ferguson heard from Steve Marshall, President &
CEO at Caldwell Zoo, at last week’s meeting. He

spoke about remodeling at the zoo,

like the

Amazon River’s Edge addition.

getunderway at approximate-
ly 10:45 a.m. —hopefully later,
Alexander says, if a healthy
influx of parade participants
keeps it rolling longer.

“Everyone in the commu-
nity is invited to come out,”
Alexander said. “We’re going
to be giving away free food,
there’s going to be music, a
bounce house for the kids and
hopefully some other activi-
ties for the kids.”

Gladewater Lions Club PreS|dent Judy Van
Houten presented the GHS May Student of the
Month awards to Corey Stanley and Jessica
Perez.

Gladewater Lions Club President Judy Van
Houten presented the GMS May Student of the
Month awards to Chevy Sisson and Alayla
Grooms.

There’s no specific plan for
vendors, she noted, but they’re
welcome to join the event by
calling in advance.

To register a parade float,
sign up as a car show par-
ticipant or reserve a vendor
spot, call 903-806-5443 or
903-237-9740.

Church’s ‘Boot

Camp’ set July 27

Sit ‘Em Down Cowboy
Church’s annual Kids for
Christ B.O.O.T. Camp re-
turns July 27 at 231 PR 3487
in Big Sandy.

The ‘Biblical Outlook &
Outreach Training’ is crafted
for children who have com-
pleted Pre-K (4 years-old)
through those who have
finished 5th grade.

“We want you!” the church
announced, “to come join us
for an action-packed day at
B.0.0O.T. camp learning how
to put on the full armor of
God daily as we fight spiri-
tual battles!

“Soldiers, grab your Bi-
bles and be a part of the
Lord’s army!”

Themed around Ephesians
6:10-18, the camp begins
with registration at 8 a.m.
then runs 8:30 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. Breakfast and a hot dug
lunch will be provided.

Children should dress in
clothes to get wet/dirty and
should bring a towel, spray
sunscreen, “and an open
heart to hear about Jesus!”

An additional waiver will
be required upon arrival.
Armbands will be provided
for each children and the
adult responsible for pick-
up. Learn more on the SDCC
Youth Facebook page.

Storytime Thursday
Two books will be read
to small children Thursday

Manufactured homes, vacant
buildings on council’s plate

Vacant buildings, manufactured housing,
panhandling — council members will weigh
a variety of local ordinance issues this week.

The housing discussion is an ongoing dia-
logue stemming from a developer’s proposal
earlier this year to build a shipping container
home on the shores of Lake Gladewater, an
idea that initially drew backlash from council
members.

The group’s regular monthly meeting begins
at 6 p.m. Thursday evening at Gladewater City
Hall, opening with comments from Mayor
Brandy Flanagan, the City Manager’s Report
from Charlie Smith and Citizens Comments,
the city’s scheduled ‘public forum’ — notably,
updated state laws permit regulated public com-
ments before or during the deliberation of any
agenda item throughout the meeting.

Meeting minutes and a standard firefighting
service agreement are on the council’s regular
consent agenda ahead of a public hearing and
vote on a Special Use Permit for a Wine & Malt
Beverage Retailers Permit for Chad’s at 809 E.
Broadway Ave. In addition to designating a law
firm for the collection of delinquent taxes, fines
and fees, the council members will consider a
resolution tied to a Texas Parks & Wildlife grant
for improvements at Lake Gladewater Park.

In their first code update of the evening, the
elected officials will consider an ordinance
that repeals and amends local regs related to
manufactured housing.

As written, the proposal repeals current
mobile home standards and adds rules
defining and regulating the placement and
installation of shipping container homes
and modular homes as well as mobile/
manufactured.

Notably, the changes include a rule that
“Before a modular/container home is placed
in the city, it must have a value equal to or
greater than the median taxable value for
each dwelling within 500 feet of the property
line of the proposed installation site.”

Ifapproved, the updated ordinance will of-
ficially restrict mobile/manufactured homes
to a specific housing district (prohibiting
them from Single-Family District).

Find a PDF with all the proposed changes
(and other documents tied to Thursday’s
agenda) at GladewaterMirror.com

After the manufactured housing discus-
sion, the council members will consider
regulations tied to panhandling — find a
separate story on the topic in today’s is-
sue. The council will also consider a street
drainage issue at 2807 Guy Street ahead of
a discussion — no action anticipated — of the
city’s current vacant building ordinance (also
available for review online).

The final items are on the night’s agenda
are a closed session and possible vote on the
purchase, exchange, lease or value of real
property such as the community ballpark.

(June 20) at both of the
Upshur County Library’s
“Storytime” sessions in
Gilmer.

To be presented at the 10
a.m. and 4:15 p.m. gather-
ings are “A Fox Named
Fox” by Dima Eichhorn,
and “Little Red Fox Has
Feelings” by Didi Dragon,
illustrated by Maria Mau.

A craft involving a fox-re-
lated theme will follow each
reading at the library, 702 W.
Tyler (which is also Texas
154). While the events are
free to the public, children
under 12 must be accompa-
nied by an adult.

For more information,
call the library at (903) 843-
5001.

Shake, rattle & Roll

A “50s and ‘60s show group
is ready to getting things
rockin’ come August. The
national and international
award-winning women of
Shake Rattle & Roll will be
performing at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 3, at the invitation of
Gladewater Former Students’
Association.

Tickets are $25 per person
for the concert in the GFSA
Building at 2509 Hendricks
St. All seats are General Ad-
mission, and free for children
younger than 12.

For more information, call
903-845-2631.

Blood drive set

Carter BloodCare of Tyler
will hold a “Gilmer commu-
nity blood drive” Thursday,
June 20.

The event, sponsored by
the Upshur County office
of the Texas A&M AgriL-
ife Extension Service, is set
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at 101 E. Cass. (The site is
near the Dollar General Store
and the old Gilmer National
Bank motor bank, which now
houses the county govern-
ment’s information technol-
ogy equipment.)

For more information , con-
tact County Extension Agent
Julie York at 903- 680-8128,
julie.york@ag.tamu.edu, or
the blood center at 800-366-
2834.
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THE ECONOMIST

Y’all Street ...

The announcement of the proposed new Texas Stock Ex-
change (TXSE) and filing of the regulatory paperwork has made
quite a splash recently. The fact that two of the heaviest hitters
in the investment world, BlackRock and Citadel Securities,
are behind the initiative lends instant credibility. In addition,
the TXSE is a clear indication of how the financial landscape
is changing.

One goal of the TXSE is to be more “CEO-friendly.” The
New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) and NASDAQ have
implemented cumbersome and expensive regulations which are
viewed by many company executives as excessive. By provid-
ing a viable alternative, the TXSE may garner a notable share
of the market. While the exchange itself will be electronic, it
will have a physical presence in Dallas.

Several similar efforts have been attempted over time, most
with only limited success. The movement from New York to
Texas would, however, be reflective of a broader trend, both in
banking and finance and the economy more generally.

There are two major industry groups comprising the activity
that people generally think of as “banking.” One is banks and
their branches, credit unions, and similar financial institutions.
The other is securities, investment firms, and investment banks
(Wall Street types). For several years, Texas has far outpaced
New York in employment in the first category and is growing
rapidly in the second. When added together, the differential
between the two states now is extremely small.

New York has seen just 16% growth in investment bank-
ing/securities jobs over the past 20 years, while Texas has
experienced 111% expansion. Behemoths such as JPMorgan
Chase and Goldman Sachs already have tens of thousands of
employees in Texas. New York City remains the corporate
center for the industry, but Dallas is second and gaining rapidly.

In addition to solid economic performance, the Lone Star
State has had far more major corporate locations and expansions
than any other for 12 years in a row and is home to the most
Fortune 500 company headquarters. Moreover, Texas and the
Sun Belt are rife with firms backed by private equity that will
be launching public offerings in the coming years.

Regional exchanges were the norm for many years, dating
back to Philadelphia in 1790 (Wall Street came along two years
later). Communications advances such as the telegraph and
later the telephone made it efficient to consolidate much of the
activity to New York. Somewhat ironically, the latest genera-
tions of technology have made such concentration unnecessary,

It remains to be seen how listings and trading volumes will
fare on the TXSE. Nonetheless, the mere fact that major players
are aggressively pushing forward is an unmistakable sign that
Texas is already a major financial powerhouse. Stay safe! When
child care is extremely expensive, the incentives to remain in the
labor force are greatly diminished. As labor shortages abound
(there are presently more than 800,000 unfilled jobs in the state),
the last thing we need is another obstacle for working parents.
Texas has taken some tentative steps to improve the situation,
but there is much more needed. Stay safe!

Dr. M. Ray Perryman is President and Chief Executive Officer of
The Perryman Group (www.perrymangroup.com), which has served
the needs of over 3,000 clients over the past four decades.

Summer Like You Mean It With

WORLD-FAMOUS
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PERFECTION

@ The world’s most tender, flavorful steaks,
extra-aged to perfection.

v The juiciest air-chilled chicken, tastiest pork,
and so much more.

4 Every bite is a 100% guaranteed gourmet
experience you’ll crave. '

All Time Grilling Faves

Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)

A|r Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.)
Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)

Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)

Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 oz.)

Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 o0z.)

Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)

FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)

77100

GUARANTEE

Al
o% / M)ﬂqs‘. \‘\\é’q
Zamicy w22

24M6132 | Omaha Steaks, LLC

75432SVW
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

8 FREE BURGERS (A °23% VALUE)

ORDER NOW! » 1.877.299.6956 Ask for 75432SVW
OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves2421

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. 8 free

4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes
SKU 75432. Limit 2 on select items at these exclusive prices. While
supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations.
Standard shipping rates will be applied and are subject to change.
Minimum purchase and other restrictions may apply. Some products
may not be available for sale in your area. Sales are subject to
OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 06/30/24.

separately $234-93

$gge9

AMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHER

OMAHA STEAKS
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Newspaper & Public
Notice Advertisement

White Oak ISD will be accepting Requests for
Proposals for its Property and Liability insur-
ance coverages. A proposer’s questionnaire
may be obtained from the district's consul-
tant Robert V. Reim Company, by e-mailing
bobreim@robertreim.com. Completed Ques-
tionnaires must be returned by 2:00 p.m.,
July 1, 2024. Proposers will be qualified, and
insurance companies will be assigned. If you
have any questions, please call Mr. Reim at
(5612) 345-8921. Final proposals willbe due
July 25, 2024. The district’s current coverage
expires September 1, 2024.

PUBLIC

; HEARING

i of |
/./§!

There will be a public hearing before the City
of Gladewater Planning & Zoning Commis-
sion on July 11, 2024, at 5:30 p.m. to consider
a Specific Use Permit request for a Package
Store Permit (P) at AB 7 T ALLEN SUR TR
16-04, more commonly known as 1706 N.
Main, Gregg County Parcel ID #193304.

There will be a second public hearing held
by the Gladewater City Council on July 18,
2024, at 6:00 p.m.

All interested parties are invited to attend and
participate in these public hearings. If you
are unable to attend these meetings you may
send written comments to Judy Van Houten,
City Clerk, City of Gladewater, PO Box 1725,
Gladewater, Texas 75647.

To Advertise Your Business

THE STATE OF TEXAS

To: The Unknown Heirs
of Endia Howard

You and each of you
are hereby cited,
required and
commanded to appear
before the County
Court at Law #2 of
Gregg County, Texas,
to be held in the County
Court at Law #2 court
room in the courthouse
of said county in the
city of Longview, Gregg
County, Texas, such
appearance to be at or
before ten o’clock a.m.
of the first Monday next
after the expiration of
ten (10) days from the
date of service,
exclusive of the day of
such service, which
day and elate of service
shall be the date of
publication that this
newspaper bears, and
which appearance shall
be at such time on such
Monday, by filing
written answer to the

LEGAL NOTICE

Call Us At: 903-845-2235

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF TEXAS §

§
COUNTY OF GREGG §

TO: THE HEIRS AND/OR DEVISEES OF THE ESTATE OF MARY MARIE MEDLIN AKA MARY MARIE REAGAN,
WHOSE NAMES AND WHEREABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN; THE HEIRS AND/OR DEVISEES OF THE ESTATE OF
VELMA JIMMERSON, WHOSE NAMES AND WHEREABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN; THE HEIRS AND/OR DEVISEES OF
THE ESTATE OF BERTHAL BURGIN, WHOSE NAMES AND WHEREABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN.

You are each hereby notified that a hearing will be held at 10:00 o’clock a.m., on the first Monday after the expiration of
forty-two (42) days from the date of issuance hereof, that is to say Monday, the 15th day of July, 2024 and at 101 E. Meth-
vin Street, Longview, TX 75601, to assess the damages of the owner of the property being condemned.

The undersigned special commissioners appointed to assess the damages in the above proceedings, having met on this
date to set a time and place for hearing the parties to said proceeding, find that the 15th day of July, 2024 , is the earliest
practicable date for hearing the parties; that the most convenient place in this County to hold the hearing is 101 Methvin
Street, Longview, TX 75601 and that the hearing shall commence at 10 o’clock A .M.

Participants who are unable to attend in person may attend via a concurrent telephone or video conference.

Said telephone or video conference may be accessed by calling 346-248-7799 and entering access code 856 0988 9675
, followed by the pound (#)symbol.

Said telephone or video conference may also be accessed on the internet using the information below:

Meeting specific URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/856098896757
pwd=QkpTaHkxWU9IMSOh2L 25XV05xdysvUT09

Meeting number: 856 0988 9675

Meeting password: 849543

Notice is also given that this telephone or video conference may be recorded and/or transcribed.

The State of Texas filed a First Amended Petition for Condemnation with the Judge of the County Court at Law No. 2 of
Gregg County, Texas, on the 5th day of April, 2024, in Cause No. 2024-296-CCL2 which is styled The State of Texas v. The
heirs and/or devisees of the Estate of Mary Marie Medlin aka Mary Marie Reagan, whose names and whereabouts are un-
known, et al.. The Plaintiff is the State of Texas. The Defendants are: THE HEIRS AND/OR DEVISEES OF THE ESTATE
OF MARY MARIE MEDLIN AKA MARY MARIE REAGAN, WHOSE NAMES AND WHEREABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN;
THE HEIRS AND/OR DEVISEES OF THE ESTATE OF VELMA JIMMERSON, WHOSE NAMES AND WHEREABOUTS
ARE UNKNOWN; AND THE HEIRS AND/OR DEVISEES OF THE ESTATE OF BERTHAL BURGIN, WHOSE NAMES
AND WHEREABOUTS ARE UNKNOWN, and, if any of them be deceased, their respective heirs and legal represen-
tatives, if any; WILLIE ANN BAYER.

The name and address of the attorney for Plaintiff is Cassaundra K. Kassis, Assistant Attorney General, P.O. Box 12548,
Austin, Texas 78711-2548.

This suit is an eminent domain proceeding in which the State of Texas is condemning a tract of land located in Gregg
County, Texas, containing 0.0012-acre (51 square feet) parcel of land situated in the Thompson Allen Survey, Abstract No.
7, located in Gregg County, Texas, and being out of and a part of a called 0.393 acre tract of land conveyed to Mary Marie
Reagan, now known as Mary Marie Medlin, described in the Decree of Divorce executed August 19, 1985 between Albert
Maurice Reagan and Mary Marie Reagan, recorded in Volume 1661, Page 233 of the Deed Records of Greg County, Tex-
as, such property being fully described in Exhibit “A” of Plaintiff's First Amended Petition for Condemnation filed under the
above-referenced cause number.

The interests of these Defendants are that they either own or claim an interest in said property, subject to unpaid accrued
taxes.

You are further notified that you may appear at the hearing before the special commissioners and present evidence you
desire on the issue of damages to be assessed against the State. If you do not appear at the hearing, the Special Com-
missioners may proceed to assess the damages of the owner of the property being condemned.

If this Notice is not served within ninety (90) days after its issuance, it shall be returned forthwith.

ISSUED this 9th day of April, 2024.

Decudsgred by

Frank i,'[w;u,
AFSUIADAENSCT:
Docudigrad by:
1winenkf 8 :
Becudignad by

Daryl R. Atkinson

TRCROCEVITR A,

SPECIAL COMMISSIONERS

=~

application hereinafter
mentioned, contesting
same, should they or
any of them desire to
do so, which
application will, at such
10 o’clock hour and
such place be acted
on, said application
having been filed by
Stephanie Howard in
said court on the 14th
day of June, 2024, and
now pending there, in a
proceeding on the
probate docket of said
court, styled In the
Estate of Endia Howard
the file number of
which application and
the docket number or
which proceedings is
2024-0229-E, the nature
of such application
being for:
Determination of
Heirship and
Application for

Independent
Administration

If this citation is not
served within 90 days
after date of its
issuance, it shall be
returned unserved.

Witness, Michelle
Gilley, Clerk of the
County Court at Law #2
of Gregg County.

Given under my hand
and the seal of said
court, at office in the
City of Longview this
the 14th day of June,
2024

MICHELLE GILLEY

Clerk of County Court
at Law #2

Gregg County, Texas
By: Aimee Belding
Deputy

ONE CALL
ONE LOW
PRICE

Advertise Your
Business or Event
STATEWIDE

Regional ads available

Contact this newspaper
for more information

903-845-2235

When you support
your local newspaper,
you support your
community.

Americas$d
Newspapers

Arrawicay Ms sgapsn bnanaion anocision

mpporing joumaliin ard haskthy rasspapsin
o iocal commaniie

Find out more at
WWW.Newspapers.org
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Eight arrested by U

By Phillip Williams

The Special Investigations Unit of the
Upshur County Sherift’s Office arrested eight
suspects on various charges in May, Sheriff
Larry Webb said last week.

Details of the arrests, all resulting from
vehicle stops, were as follows and all sus-
pects were taken to the county jail in Gilmer,
he said:

Jonathon Shelby Eddington, 54, of Glade-
water, was arrested May 1 on a Gregg County
warrant alleging he violated probation he
was on for felony possession of controlled
substance.

The unit, performing drug interdiction in
the Union Grove area, stopped his vehicle on
U.S. 271 at the Upshur-Gregg County line in
the Gladewater area.

Luther Jefferson Holeman I1, 33, of Gilmer,
was arrested May | on a felony charge of
tampering with physical evidence.

The SIU was performing drug interdic-
tion in the Pritchett area when it stopped his
vehicle at the intersection of Lemon Road
and FM 1404. While the vehicle was in the
process of stopping, the driver threw an item
out the driver’s window which was later
found to be drug paraphernalia, resulting in
the tampering charge.

In yet another May 1 case, two Gilmer resi-
dents were arrested on separate drug-related
charges in the Gladewater area, where the unit
was performing drug interdiction.

The passenger, Wanda Kay Coleman, 57,
was charged with felony possession of a
controlled substance (methamphetamine.)
The driver, a 59-year-old man, was charged
with misdemeanor possession of marijuana.

The unit found the drugs inside a vehicle

pshur special unit

it stopped at a private driveway on
White Pine Road.

Amber Nycole Rosenbalm, 33, of Gilmer,
was arrested May 7 on three Gregg County
warrants charging her with violating pro-
bation she was on for three felonies--theft,
possession of controlled substance,and
fabricating physical evidence.

The fabication charge resulted from her
attempt to destroy a drug.

The unit was working drug interdiction in
the Camp Joy area when it stopped a vehicle
Rosenbalm occupied at the intersection of
Oliver and Arthur Streets.

Joseph David Simonek, 47, of Mineola
was arrested May 21 on a Wood County war-
rant charging he violated conditions of bond
on a felony theft charge. The unit stopped
his vehicle at the intersection of Texas 154
and Mimosa Road in the Rosewood com-
munity area.

Jonathan Christopher Hunter, 28, of Har-
mony community, was arrested May 21 ona
Grayson County warrant charging him with
felony stalking.

The unit was performing drug interdic-
tion in the Gilmer area when investigators
stopped a vehicle in which Hunter was a
passenger at the intersection of Sorrells and
Buffalo Streets.

Walter Scott Field, 58, of Big Sandy,
was arrested May 23 on a felony charge of
possession of controlled substance--meth-
amphetamine.

The unit was performing drug interdiction
in the Gladewater area when it stopped the
vehicle Field was driving in the 5000 block
of Mesquite Road and discovered he pos-
sessed 1-4 grams of the drug.

My name is Taylor Campbell

and | am proudly representing Beta
Sigma Phi as one of the East Texas
Yamboree Queen candidates. | am
the daughter of Robert and Leslie
Campbell, sister to Brinley. | have
attended Union Grove ISD since
kindergarten and currently a member
of the National Honor Society and
participate in varsity sports. | am

a member of First Baptist Church
Gilmer and work at my family’s
business, Trendsetter Construction,
Inc. After graduation, my plans are to
attend college and study kinesiology.

| embrace the opportunity to help

raise money for the East Texas
Yamboree festival because it is an
event that fosters community and
promotes higher education through
scholarships it grants to East Texas
high school graduates.

As the sole Gladewater

candidate, | ask for your support
through donations or purchasing of
raffle tickets, barn dance tickets, or
coronation vouchers. The queen’s
race runs June 17th - 28th, please
visit taylorcampbell4queen.com for
more information.

Union Grove’s Ava Wightman has been selected as the Greater Texas Ford

Dealers 2A Female Athlete of the Year.

“Coot’s Corner”

What is America’s favor-
ite sport? I would propose
that it is gambling. Atatime
when baseball is nearing
the All-Star break, the NBA
Finals are going on and the
NFL is engaged in prepa-
ration for another season,
some of the biggest sports
stories involve gambling.

The biggest headlines re-
cently involved Ippei Mizu-
hara. The former translator
for superstar Shohei Ohtani
pleaded guilty to stealing
17 million dollars from his
employer to cover bets and

By Coot Putley

Bad Bet

tively promoting gambling.
You can’t watch or listen to
a ballgame without hearing
a commercial for online
betting companies like Fan
Duel or Draft Kings. Every
broadcast features discus-
sions of betting lines and
over/unders. This can be
tempting for athletes.
Remember the steroids
controversy of the 90’s?
We now know that the
powers-that-be were slow
to respond. The obvious
problems were ignored in
order to promote the game

as sluggers hit home runs
at a record pace. The scan-
dal created a situation that
still taints the performances
from that era.

Now officials are trying to
prevent a new controversy
from affecting the game.
They are using more effec-
tive means to detect involve-
ment. They may find that
they have only discovered
the tip of the iceberg. I may
be wrong, but if I were a
betting man.....

That’s one man’s opinion
- what’s yours?

debts with illegal bookmak-
ers. As Ohtani’s interpreter,
confidant, and trusted advi-
sor Ippei had full access to
his financial accounts and

]
L

| ] i

BACGKUP-POWER:
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PEACE OF MIND

took full advantage. a2 -
In April, NBA player Jon- cot a Standard T
et a Standar
tay Pprter was suspepded Warranty of 7 YEARS 3849 Value
for life for his admitted
involvement in disclosing Py
—

confidential information to
gamblers and placing bets

Call 1-888-925-0261

BRIGGSsSTRATTON

on his own team to lose
games. Justa few days ago
San Diego Padres infielder
Tucupita Marcano received
a lifetime ban from baseball
for betting on games while
being on a major league ros-
ter. In addition, four minor

To Advertise Your Business

Call Us At

league players got one-year
bans for betting on major
league games. One of them
reportedly wagered less
than $100 on his bets — and
lost. Talk about a bad bet!

Gambling is obviously a
huge problem in sports. The
reason for clamping down is
obvious — protecting the

903-845-2235
OIL, GAS, &

WE B u MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)

Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422
LOBO MINERALS, LLC

PO Box 1800 « Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

integrity of the games. As
baseball commissioner Rob
Manfred recently stated,
players have to understand
that the privilege of playing
baseball comes with the
responsibility of not par-
ticipating in activities that
are legal for other people.
It’s an interesting dy-
namic. All major league
sports are engaged in ac-

= TEXAS STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING NETWORK

*Terms and Conditions apply.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty

with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call 855-704-8579

to schedule your free quote!
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TexSCAN Week of
June 16-22, 2024

ACREAGE

Affordable Owner Financed Land. We have some
of the best in Texas. Hill Country, South Texas, West
Texas. 800-876-9720, texasranchland.com.

AUCTIONS

Bankruptcy Sale — Bid Deadline June 27 — 23,500+
SF Multipurpose Facility on 37+ Acres, 11810
Lockwood Rd., Houston, TX. Well Maintained &
Suitable for Various Uses. Potential uses include
school, church, multifamily, office or industrial.
Immediately south of Generation Park. 855-755-2300,
HilcoRealEstateSales.com.

CHARITY

Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

EVENTS

Bluegrass on Ballard —-Wylie, TX, Sat. June 29. Arts
& Crafts, Car Show, Music, Food & Fun in Historic
Downtown Wylie on Ballard Ave. For more info or to
pre-register for car show, visit DiscoverWylie.com.

ICA’s 50th Annual Convention & Trade Show, July
1-3, San Marcos, TX. Cattle producers don’t want to
miss this! Top industry speakers, BQA certification,
4-5 CEU credits for pesticide applicator license, live
cattle handling, 50+ vendors, golf tournament, and
more. 512-620-0162, ICATexas.com.

ENERGY

Backup power — peace of mind. Get a standard
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261,
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

LIVESTOCK AND PETS

When veterinary care is unavailable or unaffordable,
ask for Happy Jack® animal healthcare products for
cats, dogs, & horses. At Tractor Supply®. Distributed
by Nelson Wholesale® (325) 643-3636.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Get your dream bathroom from $99 a month. Limited
Time Offer. Statewide Remodeling, the trusted name
in home remodeling for over 30 years. Call Now!
469-942-0722.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time,
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational package
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One.
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan.
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467
www.dental5Oplus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

‘We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:
A small amount of water can lead to major damage
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service
location ready when you call!

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network

200 Participating Texas Newspapers * Regional Ads
Start At $250 + Email ads@texaspress.com

NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We

urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.
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Automotive
Restoratlon

903-295-3883

205 W US Highway 80
White Oak
(903) 295-888

automotiverestorationsystems.com

3 Monday-Friday

7am.-5p.m.
Saturday
8 a.m.-noon
Thomas Cash, Owner

ACROSS

1 TX Tommy Lee

1978 film: Ek’es New York foe

46 melons grown in the
Rio Grande Valley
48 Cowboys hated

5 'Clj'fxli_:;ra‘l‘che_w 49 Assoc. Press TV News
P (APTN) bought this
__ __awhile ) , :
(ponder) internat’l agcy. in 1999
P : 50 large tub
6 San Antonio
“Roadrunners” 51 poker stakes
. 52 dir. from Andrews to
univer. '
: . Cross Plains
7 classic western:
“High ” (1 952)
8 basic cable net.
9 “itdont __up”

TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

Copyright 2024 by Orbison Bros.

(makes no sense)
12 seat of Callahan

County on 1-20

17 position of Texas
legend Nolan Ryan

19 TXism: “got as
much chance as

____ina
packlng plant”
21 TXism: — — Dallas and Houston
agoose have ____transit
22 apprehended 54 Rio Grande in
23 popular TV dog Mexico: “Rio Bravo
28 “Monahans del »
—hills State 56 “neither’s” sidekick
Park 57 TXism: “that's a
29 TX Joe Don Baker boldface "
1991 film: 58 gotta gain
Cape ____ these to get TDs
30 one name for the
earliest country in DOWN
Texas
31 Cowboys have 1 seat of Titus County
wonthe“ (2 wds.)
Bow!” five times 2 San , TX
35 TX-born Evelyn 3 ltalian rice dishes
Keyes book: 4 Marsh, creator of
“Scarlett O’ the “Cadillac
Younger Sister” Ranch,” for short
36 TXism: “three 9 TXism: “active as a
o foxin _ ___house”
wind” (drunk) 10 TXism: “he was
42 large hairy spider around when the
44 Karmann

(old Volkswagens) sick” (ol—d)

11 physicians (abbr.)
12 legally prohibit
13 TXism: “nervous

frying pan”

14 TXism: “let _ _”
(leave it alone)

15 singer McEntire
from Texas’
northern neighbor

16 ____ Park, Texas

18 southern states
gov. in Civil War

20 ave. orst., e.g.

23 Chris __Doux isin
the “Texas Trail
Hall of Fame”

24 Texas cosmetics
founder Mary Kay

25 expectorated

26 ___ T Hughes

swore in LBJ on Air
Force One in 1963

54 55

57

58

27 TXism: “get your
ducks __ _ _

32 Austin univ.

33 Xbox competitor
(abbr.)

34 martian? (abbr.)

36 pigpen

37 Paul Newman
1963 film about
Texas Panhandle

»

38 7- (Texas
convenience store)
39 TXism: “ the

unvarnished truth”

40 Texas Southern

41 TXism: “
43 Rangers drafted

45 Jeremy Pena’s

47 this promotes the

48 TXism: “boring as

55 TX ZZ Top break-

sprinter Jim who
won 1968 gold

in Mexico City
high
on the hog” (rich)

this Robb in 1987

pos. with the
Houston Astros

growth of muscles
and is banned in
most pro sports

a fishing trip with
a___ warden

through album:
¢ Hombres”

See Answers On This Page

Woman sentenced to 20
years for 2021 murder

A Gladewater woman was sentenced to 20 years in prison
last week after pleading guilty to a 2021 murder.

Regina Marie Massie, 40, was sentenced in Judge Alfonso
Charles’ courtroom. She and Brandon Allen Gilliam, 42, of
Longview, were both charged with murder in connection
with the killing of Steve McDowell, 66, of White Oak. Ac-
cording to an arrest affidavit, McDowell’s body was found
in his bedroom on May 4, 2021, by a neighbor who was
concerned when McDowell’s dogs were left outside in the
rain. Massie was arrested the same day, and Gilliam was
arrested on May 13, after the neighbor told investigators he
had seen the two going in and out of the home.

Massie pleaded guilty on May 6, 2024, and has been
sentenced to 20 years in prison. Gilliam pleaded guilty on
May 20 and also accepted a sentence of 20 years.

Alleged scammer arrested

On June 9 an 85 year old Upshur County resident contacted
the Sheriff’s Office. He advised that several days prior he
was contacted by persons claiming to be with the Securities
and Exchange Commission, the S.E.C. They advised him
there were warrants for his arrest and convinced the gentle-
man that in order to avoid further problems he had to pay
them cash money.

The gentlemen turned over $70,000.00 to the scammers
over several days, but became suspicious when they re-con-
tacted him wanting more money. On June 12, The Sheriff’s
Office investigators listened in on the man’s conversations
with the scammers, and this led to deputies doing surveil-
lance at the victim’s home place, waiting for the scammer
to come pick up the money. When the scammer arrived, he
was taken into custody by deputies along Hwy 271 in north
Upshur County.

Davang Patel, 38 years of age, of Melissa, Texas was
booked into the Upshur County Jail on a charge of Theft
over 30,000 less than 150,000 against the Elderly, a second
degree felony in Texas. Justice of the Peace Lyle Potter set
bond at $1 million, with bond conditions that include the
surrender of his passport pending disposition of this case.

v691-S Sa—
EIR
H[0[N
., EIMEICIN
SN EISE
SELINVIRLIVIA NTL M
SILINIV[1 OElS M3 |AA[F[N]OH
SIV[IH[D VI A[LINV][EV L
S[HLIO|L|SIL|T I HSElSV][E VA
gjaldin|s VINIVId[S|3
TICAEIE aiN|V[SIMS SISV T
CEIEIEIAN SEIEEEE
SEIEINS EIEICIEINDE
agrvellalavVELINL
N[OJON
uonnjos v(S|L|n
L[TIN[O
9IZznd ISe’] fsuvin

See your helpful
hardware folks at...
Store hours:

Bailey's ACE

J.O.

Since 1936

300 Hwy. 80 East

Calvary Baptist * 903-845-6297
Clarksville City Baptist « 903-845-3248
Cornerstone Church « 903-918-5539
East Mountain Baptist « 903-759-2820
Eastview Baptist Church « 903-984-8524
First Baptist Church « 903-845-2171
Friendship Baptist Church « 903-845-4603
Gladeview Baptist * 903-845-3842
Gladewater Missionary Baptist « 903-845-5174
Grace Baptist + 903-845-6440
Greater New Hope Baptist
Locust Grove Baptist * 903-845-5174
Gladewater Bible « 903-845-4768
New Hope Baptist « 903-845-3042
St. James Baptist ¢+ 903-845-5028
Union Grove Baptist + 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church « 903-806-2411
CHURCH OF CHRIST
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871
North Loop Church of Christ « 903-845-2531
North Main Church of Christ « 903-845-2816
Rocky Church of Christ
CATHOLIC
St. Theresa’s Catholic Church ¢ 903-845-2306
CHARISMATIC
New Life Church « 903-845-8108
LUTHERAN
Our Redeemer Lutheran + 903-758-2019
CHURCH OF GOD
Elevate Worship Center * 903-374-2064
NAZARENE
Church of the Nazarene « 903-845-4425
METHODIST

Hwy. 80
Gladewater, TX
903.845.2559

We don't start cookin’ til we hear from you!

NI

America’s
Drive-In.

Mon-Fri 7:00-7:00 Gladewater, TX nggn Gladewater
o 0500 903.845.57877 Williams 903.845.2222
BAPTIST

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH

300 West Upshur (PO Box 1444), Gladewater, TX

903-845-2171
www.fbcgladewater.org

FACEBOOK - FBCGLADEWATER

SUNDAY - 10:15 Morning Worship

error

B Freeteck “Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

Get your message out for

First Methodist Church Gladewater » 903-845-2565

McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist
New Mountain CME Church « 903-845-1175
Starrville Methodist + 903-877-4040
Union Temple CME Methodist * 903-845-1050

White Oak United Methodist Church « 281-682-3397

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

9

just $12/week
Call

03-845-2235

New Life Fellowship Church ¢ 903-261-4227
Gladewater Bible Church « 903-445-7234
Grace Tabernacle Church ¢ 903-309-8801

PENTECOSTAL

First United Pentecostal ¢« 903-845-2922

Northside Pentecostal

Abundant Life Temple « 903-845-6043
Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville)

L

Uni

PRESBYTERIAN
First Presbyterian « 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship
Gladewater Revival Church

iving Hope Fellowship « 903-261-2023
Love of God Church « 903-845-2623

on Temple CME Church « 903-845-1050

OTHER

Starrville Church of the Living God * 903-877-3220

Friendship Community Church
Full Faith Holiness* 903-845-8195

Grace Baptist Church

212 E. George Richey Rd., Gladewater

Schedule of Services

Sunday Wednesday
Sunday School 10am Prayerand Bible Study 7 00p.m
Morning Service Mam
Evening Service 6p.m 903-845-6440

Pastor Steven Zanjter
www.gbcgladewater.org

(Groley

FUNERAL HOME

“Serving East Texas Families since 1883”

GILMER GLADEWATER HAWKINS DIANA

903-843-2555 903-845-2155 903-769-2144 903-663-3811

www.croleyfh.net n

St. James Missionary Baptist Church
Join us each Wednesday at 6:30 pm for
ABF/SBF and 7:15 pm for Bible Study and

each Sunday at9 am.

2800 W. Commerce Street
Gladewater, Texas 75647

903-845-5028

Local company.

Local joumalists.
Local stories.
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GPD Activity Report
MISCELLANEOUS 20243299 1545 317 N MAIN MAIN
6/9/24 MISCELLANEOUS 20243222 1:07] 'S MAIN ST S MAIN ST 10-50 MINOR 20243300 16:47|SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243223 141 31 GREENWAY GREENWAY EMS 20243301 18:11|LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685
ABANDONED 911 20243224 3:28| 517 MELBA AVE MELBA AVE ASSIST 20243302 21:15|AZLEWAY SUBSTANCE ABUSE PROGRAM 1085 PRIVATE ROAD 3481 PRIVATE ROAD 3481
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243225 901 319 TAYLOR TAYLOR EMS 20243303 21:20 515 N FERRY FERRY
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243226 1053 1829 W GAY GAY AVE EMS 20243304 2126 601 N TENNERY TENNERY
EMS 20043228 12:59) 501 MELBA MELBA AVE DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243305 22:53] 111N PAUL PAUL ST
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243306 2311 109N PAUL ST N PAUL ST
MISCELLANEOUS 20243229) 13:05|SABINE RIVER BOAT RAMP 1000 S RIVER RIVER RD
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243309 2341 103N COTTON COTTON ST
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243230 14:48 N LOOP 485L0OP 485
6/13/24 MISCELLANEOUS 20243310] 1:15|BUMBLE BEE PARK 637 COACH COOKSEY ST COACH COOKSEY ST
MISCELLANEOUS 2043231 15:48) 1805 HONEYSUCKLE HONEYSUCKLE MISCELLANEOUS prow p” OBLK AN AN
MISCELLANEQUS 20243232 1525 703N RODEO RODEO SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243312 221[ECONOMY INN 701 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
MISCELLANEOUS 20243233 15:28 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243313 3.0 WOODBINE WOODBINE
ISUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243235 17:30|FIREBALL RENTALS 516 S TYLER TYLER RD DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243315 9:19] 35 GREENWAY VILLAGE GREENWAY VILLAGE
ALARM/OTHER 20243236 17:33/ACE HARDWARE 1620 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243316 10:47|SOUTH MAIN CHURCH OF CHRIST 101 W MCNEESE MCNEESE ST
ANIMAL CONTROL 20243237 17:41 2103 E HAROLD HAROLD MISCELLANEOUS 20243317 11:54) N 8080
EMS 20243238 18:28|SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST EMS 20243318 1206 138 TEXAS TEXAS ST
S 20083239 552 1818.0LD LONGVIEW OLD LONGVIEW HWY INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243319 1225 1307 N RODEO RODEQ
EMS 20043241 203 500 W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE MISCELLANEOUS 20243320] 12:32|GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD
MISCELLANEOUS 20243321 12:59| GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 STYLER TYLER RD
RECKLESS DRIVING 20243242 207 HWY 80W HWY 80 W
MISCELLANEOUS 20243322 15:53|VITAL EARTH 511 S TYLER TYLER ST
EMS 20243243 2237 10790 UNION GROVE UNION GROVE RD
MISCELLANEOUS 20243323 16:00[ZIPPS LIQUOR 301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
ALARM/HUMAN ERROR 2024324 22:40|BROOKSHIRE GROCERY 1300 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE ISTORBANGE.OTHER proym— o 505 ANDERSON ANDERSON LN
610124 EMS 20243245 215 2820 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE FIREDEPT posp— o0l VESTAVESTA
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243246 3:50|WASH TUB LAUNDRY MAT 201 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE MISCELLANEOUS 20243328 o) 1008 CHEVY CHASE CHEVY CHASE
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243248 9:30| GLADEWATER HOUSING AUTHORITY 777 STYLER TYLER RD DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243329 19:34 1814 FM 2685 FM 2685
EMS 20243249 10:08] 2107 FM 2685 FM 2685 MISCELLANEOUS 20243330 19:46| 110N CENTER CENTER ST
ASSIST 20243250 10:16| N MAIN MAIN ST FIRE DEPT 20243331 20:24f 2818 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
ASSIST 20243251 1156 N RODEO RODEO ST MISCELLANEOUS 20243332 20:33) 512S TYLER TYLER
AssiST 20243252 12:19| GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 STYLER TYLER RD SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20243339 2349 SHELLCAMP SHELLCAMP
ASSIST 20243253 1223|HUGMAN KENT CLINIC 307 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE 6/14/24 SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20243334 1:41|LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR
SURGLARYHABITATION proye 24 WELDON HOMES ODYEDDYST INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243335 3:54|LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR
ABANDONED 911 20243336 4:13] 211 E GAY GAY AVE
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243257 16:33) 379 CENTER CENTER ST
ALARM/OTHER 20243337 8:08| 314 E SAUDERS SAUDERS ST
MISCELLANEOUS 20243259) 18:18] 902 MARTHA MARTHA
MISCELLANEOUS 20243338 816 16500 CR 3110 CR 3110
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243260 19:10{DOLLAR GENERAL 904 £ BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE ABANDONED 911 prv— o) 003 CANFIELD CANFIELD
THEFT 20243262 1955 LOOP 485 LOOP 485
MISCELLANEOUS 20243263 20:17| EMS 20243341 10:05| TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
MISCELLANEOUS 20243264/ 20:55] SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 20243342) 11:59) MONTE CARLO MONTE CARLO
RECKLESS DRIVING 20243265 21:47|PIZZAHUT 1210 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE EMS 2024343 12:59) 819 N MAIN MAIN ST
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243266) 21:49) 510 WOOD WOOD ST 10-50 MINOR 20243344 13:39| GLADEWATER MUSEUM 116 W PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE
EMS 20243345 14:07[SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST
SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20243268 2% 1208 N RODEO RODEO 10-50 MINOR 20243346 14:30) GEORGE RICHEY GEORGE RICHEY
611124 EMS 20243269) 7:59|TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR 1050 MINOR 200439 PP EXAS TEXAS
EMS 20243270 958 519 1/2W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE MISCELLANEOUS 20243350 19:54) MELBA MELBA
ASSIST 20243272 14:45 1800 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243351 21:37| 111N PAUL PAUL
ASSIST 20243273 16:30| 403 GREGG GREGG AVE DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243352, 22:43 403 SPENCER SPENCER ST
FIRE DEPT 20043274 18:14]LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR 1524 |SIMPLE ASSAULT'C 20243355 009 700 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243354 1:.01 66 JULIA WOODS JULIAWOODS
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243276 2034 501 SPENCER SPENCER ST e pro— v oW UPSHUR UPSHUR
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243277 2057|HAPPY CABBAGE 113 MAIN MAIN N SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 20243356 2:56|GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 STYLER TYLER RD
EMS 20243278 21:32| TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AssIST 20243357 559 1307 N RODEO RODEO
ABANDONED 911 20243280 2328 106 GREGORY LN GREGORY LN EMS 20243359 6:01|LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243281 23:49) 2104 WOODBINE WOODBINE ANIMAL CONTROL 20243359 8:02 MILL MILL
612124 DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243282 013 220S FERRY ST S FERRY ST THEFT 20243360) I0OIWASH TUB LAUNDRY MAT 201 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
[ABANDONED 911 20243361 10:06 808 S TYLER TYLER ST
THEFT 20243284 552 301 SAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST
EMS 20243363 10:26} 1205 FM 2685 FM 2685
CREDIT/DEBIT ABUSE 20243285 9:10|GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD . p— . 1101 NORTH NORTH ST
EMS 20243286 9:36HUGMAN KENT CLINIC 307 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE MISCELLANEOUS 20243365 14:30|CLASSIC STITCH 120 S MAIN MAIN ST
ASSIST 20243287 | 9:56|GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD EMS 20243366 14:59| TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
ASSIST 20243288| 10:16| GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511S TYLER TYLER RD FIRE DEPT 20243367] 1528 403 E WHITE WHITE
EMs 20243289) 10:39|CAREPLUS PHARMACY 1004 E BROADWAY AVE BROADWAY AVE MISCELLANEOUS 20243368) 1629
MISCELLANEOUS 20243369 17:12) 301 SAUNDERS SAUNDERS
EMS 20243290 1200 PACIFIC PACIFIC
FRAUDULENT USE OF ID INFO 20243372 20:26
EMS 20243291 12:22|FAMILY DOLLAR 601 W UPSHUR UPSHUR REDEPT proy— po S JULAWOODS JULAWOODS
MISCELLANEOUS 20243292 12:42|DOLLAR TREE 1107 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20243374 21:28|FORMER STUDENTS BUILDING 2509 W HENDRICKS HENDRICKS ST
ASSIST 20243299 1247] S LOOP 485 S LOOP 485 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243375 22:16] 311 W QUITMAN QUITMAN
EMS 20243294] 12:57| GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD MISCELLANEOUS 20243377 23:17] 520 W MARSHALL W MARSHALL ST
EMS 20243295 14:00[TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243578 2524 101 COTTON COTTON ST
6/16/24 [ABANDONED 911 20243379 0:37] 127 S AUSTIN ST S AUSTIN ST
EMS 2024329) 14:24| GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243380 5:35|BILL DICKASON CHEVROLET 1110 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE
EMS 20243297 15:04{LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685 FREDEPT prvy— P 11V GAY GAY AVE
EMS 20243298 15:40 201 WALTON WALTON EMS 20243382| 12:58 56 WELDON HOMES WELDON HOMES
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243383 13:06} MCKAIN MCKAIN
INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243384 13:29] 110N CENTER CENTER
MISCELLANEOUS 20243385 15:15] COTTON COTTON
- - - ALARM/OTHER 20243386 16:24|WELDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 314 E SAUNDERS SAUNDERS ST
o I c e c IVI y EMS 20243387 16:30 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR
EMS 20243388 17:14f 600 WOOD WOOD ST
CRIM MIS 20243389 17:21 203 OLIVE OLIVE
. . . EMS 20243390 20:47 4411 W COMMERCE COMMERCE
For the I'CpOI’tll’lg perlod of June 10th thl'Ongh the 1 6th, 2024, officers for the White Oak INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243391 23:13) 3077 EAST LAKE DR EAST LAKE DR
T 11 ft . . DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243392 23:42 2802 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE
Police Department responded to, or initiated, 231 calls for service and assistance. Some of
the most common calls were; Animal Complaints, Suspicious Activities, and Community
Relations (burn permits, welfare checks, vacation home security checks, etc.). G P D A t R t
Two traffic collisions were investigated resulting in no injuries or continuing criminal rres e po r

investigations.

Two people were arrested by White Oak Police during this reporting period:

William Gene Phelps, 36, of Longview on four outstanding White Oak warrants; Expired
Registration X 3 and Speeding; and

Daryl Jerome Polk, 27, of Gladewater on an outstanding Gregg County warrant for Ag-
gravated Assault w/ Deadly Weapon.

6/9/24 6/9/24 15:37|WYLIE, ALYSON TAYLOR W F WARRANT (OTHER AGENCY) (1805 HONEYSUCKLE DR

KING PLUMBING

NEW CONSTRUCTION @ REMODELS e SERVICE

RMP DENNIS KING
903-539-1716

M36233

Don’t Just Live With
Neck Pain ..;=
Headaches ...
Shoulder
& Lower
Back Pain ...

Affordable Cash Rates

903-725-4357

116 N. Mimosa, Gilmer (Rosewwood, 7 miles west of Gilmer on Hwy 154)

Neck Pain?

Shoulder
Pain?

B DESIGN BUILD, INC.

ARCHITECTURE. DESIGN. CONSTRUCTION.

Gas Lines, Water Heaters & Roto Rooter
3%3 All Major Credit Cards Accepted n
I

903-757-7202

HLHDESIGNBUILD.COM

EAST TEXAS

Edward Jones FOOD BANK

East Texas Pool Patrol
FREE GROCERY ITEMS AVAILABLE

Partnering throughout the years to

reach your financial goals. P —

Owner

(903) 452-2491
Djgaler@aol.com
1112 San Juan Ln.
White Oak, TX 75693

Dallas D Long, CFP®
Financial Advisor
1420 N Main St Suite 101

Gladewater, TX 75647
903-845-6680

Distributions: 3rd Tuesday of each month

10:00 am to Noon
While supplies last

MKT-5894N-A edwardjones.com

Consumer Cellular

NO HIDDEN FEES.
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING.

Highway 80 East
Gladewater -

P
$
ud 845-5186

YOUR HOMETOWN TIRE STORE

BUD MAHAFFEY

Owner & Operator

DISCOUNT

TIRES

d .

Handcrafted * Painted , Custom
Jewelry Gourds  Paintings

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater

Follow us on Facebook - MammabDesigns
Ph: 903-387-2831 dasweat7 (@gmail .com

x

Plans start at just $20/month.

8395-493-3803

©2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change.

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235 JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS

HOURS
7:30AM.-5:30PM.
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MARTIAL ARTS * DANCE v N =
OUTDOOR SPORTS % INDOOR GAMES & MORE /

903-843-6055

GladewaterAfterSchool.com
GladewaterSummerCamp.com

\ Won-:ma TOGETHER FOR cOMMUNITY IMPROVEMERE

, Jexas
&l CHAMBER OF COMMERE p

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting at AWESOME
YOUTH SPORTS in Gladewater last week with owners Lisa and Kevin Ray.
The children were excited to participate and to provide a tour of the facility.

Photo by Darla Ferguson

MW& l)alni and Bodv

306 W. Hwy 80

www.gladewaterchamber.org | 903..
ok | s.sas 5501

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce held a ribbon cutting at DOUG’S
PAINT AND BODY in White Oak Monday morning. The chamber welcomes
them to the chamber family.

Photo by Darla Ferguson

White Oak kicks off new comprehensive
plan project at no cost to community

Continued from Page 1
community continues to
develop. The last such plan
was crafted in 1999.

“That will hopefully guide
you for the next 20 years or
so,” Finan said.

Crafting the plan — cur-
rently estimated at about
$261,000 — will take up to 24
months. It depends on how
often GrantWorks person-
nel interface with citizens
groups during the process.

The firm’s 13 percent ad-
ministrative fee (not a flat
rate as previously stated)
is covered within the grant
funds in addition to the ex-
pense for analysis, engineer-
ing and more.

“The funds, 100 percent of
them go to the development
of that plan, that and the ad-
ministration,” Finan said. “Tt
won’t go for actual capital.”

After unanimous ap-
proval of the grant project,
the council held a public
hearing (with no speakers)
then unanimously approved
Henry Hoffman’s request
for a Special Use Permit to
build a wood-frame carport
on Lake Harris Road.

Regarding the housing
project, after another brief
public hearing the council
signed off on Thompson
Builders’ request to rezone
9.5 acres from Agriculture
to Single Family (8). Sub-
sequent to another hear-
ing, the group approved a
variance to reduce the road
easement from 60 feet to 50
but declined to change lot
sizes from 8,000 square-feet
to 7,000 at the North White
Oak Road development of
32 anticipated homes.

In his city coordinator

report, Jimmy Purcell dis-
cussed various business
gains before noting the
Hwy. 42 utility relocation is
currently estimated at $3.7
million, leaving the city $1
million short. Meetings on
the project are in the works.
Meanwhile, the installa-
tion of 1,000 new water me-
ters is coming soon: “We’re
going to start with the ones
who need it,” Purcell said.
“Hopefully by doing that
we should be better on radio
reads instead of having to go
out there and do it by hand.”
The city’s audit should be
completed at the end of the
month ahead of presentation
by Albert Garcia of Mays &
Associates in July, Purcell
said. He closed his report
with praised for a number
of city employees across
multiple departments.

GEDCO investigates hotel feasibility

By James Draper

Global hospitality con-
sulting firm HVS will be
performing a hotel feasibil-
ity study on Gladewater
in the near future through
funding by Gladewater Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration.

The group is based in
Dallas, interim GEDCO
Executive Director Scott
Owens told the organiza-
tion’s directors last week.

“This is kind of what they
specialize in,” he said.

The work from HVS will
cost $6,375 upfront and plus
another $2,125 on delivery.
Another firm under consid-
eration, Core Distinct Group
out of Wisconsin, calculated
the project at $17,500.

“That’s a big difference,”
said Jim Bardwell, board
vice president and Glade-
water Mirror publisher. He’s
keen to see if the analysis
coincides with local ex-
pectations: “They may also
give us information we don’t
have.”

According to Owens, the
overall goal is to study the
viability of bringing a hotel
into the community without
looking at any specific site.

“If the feasibility study is
saying what we all think we
need,” he said, “it’ll give us
a tool to be able to recruit
one.

“We’re looking, as a com-
munity, at whether we can
support it.”

Per Bardwell, the recent
Gladewater Round-Up Ro-
deo was a good example
of a destination event that
could have pointed numer-
ous room nights toward a
hotel.

“We had people work-
ing on the rodeo who were
staying in Tyler and Kilgore
and Longview because our
places here were not avail-
able,” he said. As for the
cost of the study, “It’s not an
expense, it’s an investment.”

The GEDCO directors
unanimously approved the
project 5-0.

Bardwell, who is also a
rodeo director, also thanked
the GEDCO board for their
$6,000 promotional contri-
bution to the rodeo and said

the funds made a measurable
difference.

“The rodeo was a great
success,” he added. “We ex-
ceeded last year’s numbers
and I really attribute it to the
advertising campaign based
on the money you guys did.

“I just wanted to thank
y’all.”

Owens, former Gladewa-
ter mayor, is in his second
month guiding GEDCO
while the board seeks a per-
manent chief.

The group spent a good
portion of the June 12 meet-
ing streamlining office pro-
cedures and tying up loose
ends for efficiency’s sake
during Owens’ six-month
tenure.

“Scott, I’'m hearing good
comments,” said board
member and former mayor
John Paul Tallent.

City weighs update to
panhandling requlations

Continued from Page 1

having jurisdiction over the roadway.”

Notably, per part (c), “In this section,
‘charitable contribution’ means a contribu-
tion to an organization defined as charitable
by the standards of the United States Internal
Revenue Service.”

CharityNavigator.com lists a Voices of
New Life nonprofit based in Duncanville.
Apparently headquartered in Dallas today,
members of the group carrying the same name
solicit donations throughout Texas and this
area, ostensibly circulating through various
communities.

As far as the current Gladewater City Ordi-
nance, 11.15.050 Permit Required notes, “No
person shall engage in, transact, or conduct
the business or occupation of a solicitor or
vendor, as herein defined, either as principal
or as agent, servant, or employee of any other
person, without first having obtained a permit
therefor, unless such person is exempt, under
the provisions of this chapter, from having to
obtain such a permit. The provisions of this
section shall not apply where the solicitation
is for a charitable, educational, patriotic, phil-
anthropic, or religious purpose. A permit is not
required where the solicitor is on the property
by express, prior invitation of the person resid-
ing on such premises.”

As aregistered religious nonprofit, the New
Life representatives are within their rights to
solicit organizations under Gladewater codes
— currently. They’re exempt from applying
for a permit.

PROPOSED CHANGES

“We made exceptions for charitable orga-
nizations, educational, religious,” Harrison
echoed. “Now, those will only be exceptions
for locally-recognized groups.

“This group coming out of Dallas, that’s not
what we meant when we said church groups
are able to panhandle in our city.”

Notably, neither the New Life solicitors nor
other out-of-area organizations are banned
from seeking driver donations. Rather, if the
code change is approved, they’ll have to go
through the permitting process that’s exempted
for similar, local groups.

Among other restrictions — the draft ordi-
nance creates ‘safe zones’ within five feet of
a curb and 20 feet of a business entrance as
well as prohibiting panhandling in a crosswalk
— the proposed regulation is also crafted to
prohibit so-called ‘aggressive panhandling,’
Harrison added.

“Different things of that nature,” he said,
derived from specific complaints that have

FOR KIDS .

C.AS.T. for Kids
volunteers welcome
children with special
needs to Lake
Gladewater June 1,
inviting the amateur
anglers to ‘Catch A
Special Thrill” The
foundation enriches the
lives of children with
special needs, supports

their families, and
strengthens com-
munities through the
sport of fishing.

Inviting donors to “Help Us Help
Others,” the Voices of New Life
charity is apparently active across

the state, and representatives
circulate throughout this area,
seeking donations to provide “Food,
Housing & Clothing” to others.

reached city leaders — for example, some
drivers have reported panhandlers knocking
on windows, demanding larger donations and,
allegedly, impeding traffic.

Harrison doesn’t have a specific count of the
complaints: “Quite a few people called City
Hall. Some called the police department,” he
said. “Some called me. I don’t know the total
amount. I probably got about 20 different
people that complained to me about them.”

Under existing codes, the visiting pan-
handlers have not committed any violations,
Harrison confirmed, beyond —again, allegedly
— not always staying within the public right-
of-way. Interactions with police officers saw
no citations issued.

Moving forward, if the proposed ordinance
is approved with no significant changes this
week, non-local would-be solicitors, includ-
ing registered non-profits, will have to apply
for a panhandling permit and pay a $500
processing fee.

“It’s covering our costs,” Harrison said.
“The application is you have to fill out the
form, submit it through the chief of police.
You have to submit everyone that’s involved
s0 he can run a background check on everyone
involved. If he signs off it has to come to me
so I can see that it agrees with local ordinances
and zoning then I sign off on it.

“We also have to issue each person involved
a wallet-sized card showing that they have a
permit.”

Panhandling without a local exemption or
a permit will incur a fine not to exceed $500
per violation.

Upshur hears courthouse project eleven percent complete

By Phillip Williams

The overseer of the multi-
million dollar renovation of the
Upshur County Courthouse
told the county commissioners
court Friday that the project is
“moving along,” but only 11%
complete with “a whole lot of
unknowns” about what work-
ers may yet face.

Marion County Judge
Leward J. LeFleur, hired by
Upshur County as what he

jokingly called “the courthouse
renovation czar” since his
own courthouse in Jefferson
underwent such a project,
also warned commissioners
against using funds set aside
for the renovation to grant
certain county offices’ budget
requests.

He told the court, meeting in
Gilmer, to “be very, very mind-
ful” that such action would be
“avery, very dangerous thing.”

Several offices have requested
certain funding which County
Auditor Connie Williams has
said would have to come
from funds set aside for the
courthouse.

LeFleur also told the court
that the project, as of now, is
slated for completion Dec.
31, 2025. JC Stoddard Con-
struction of San Antonio is in
charge of the renovation.

Workers have begun remov-

ing the clocks at the outside top
of the courthouse to replace
them with historical ones,
which are being manufactured,
LeFleur noted. (The project is
designed to restore the court-
house much to its appearance
when constructed in 1937.)
The overseer also said that
although the project’s plans in-
clude a $200,000 fire suppres-
sor system--consisting of such
items as a sprinkler system, fire

and smoke detectors, and an
evacuation plan---"it is a huge
waste of money if our engineer
says we do not need it.

“There’s nothing to catch
fire. It’s all concrete or metal”
inasmuch as the county clerk’s
records have been permanently
moved to another building,
LaFleur added. Moreover, he
pointed out that the Gilmer Fire
Department was close by (one
block south).
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