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GISD Superintendent hands in resignation

Local monthly sales tax 
revenue exceeds 2023
Texas Comptroller Glenn Hegar announced 

last week he will send cities, counties, transit 
systems and special purpose districts $1.1 bil-
lion in local sales tax allocations for July, 0.2 
percent less than in July 2023.

These allocations are based on sales made 
in May by businesses that report tax monthly.

Gladewater and White Oak are two Gregg 
County cities seeing positive movement - 
Gladewater is at 4.83%  ahead of May 2023 and 
White Oak is at 4.12% ahead of the same period 
last year. (See the chart for details)

By Matthew Choi/Texas Tribune
Texas leaders in both political parties ex-

pressed outrage and support for former President 
Donald Trump after a shooting at a campaign 
event in Pennsylvania on Saturday.

U.S. Secret Service rushed Trump off the 
stage at the campaign rally in Butler, Pennsyl-
vania, after shots rang out. Blood appeared to be 
streaked across the former president’s ear. Trump 
was taken to safety. Trump later said in a social 
media post that he was shot in the upper right ear.

Sid Miller, the Texas agriculture commissioner 
and a long time Trump ally, was at the rally, stand-
ing about 30 feet away from the former president.

“It looked like the fi rst maybe three shots 
missed him and he was turned looking towards 
me. And then the one grazed his ear and then he 
got down,” Miller recounted in a brief interview 
with The Texas Tribune.

Miller said Trump would be fi ne and expressed 
confi dence that he would continue to the party‚ 
national convention as planned. Miller had been 
accompanying Trump through swing states 
before the convention. Miller said he was un-

‘Horrible and scary’
Texas leaders express outrage, relief after 
attempted assassination of Donald Trump

harmed.
The suspected shooter was killed and another 

rally attendee was dead, the Associated Press 
reported. The shooting is being investigated as 
an attempted assassination.

Texas leaders took to social media in the mo-
ments following the chaos.

“What a horrible and scary situation unfolding. 
Please join me in praying for President Trump 
and all those at the rally right now,” Texas House 
Speaker Dade Phelan said on social media.

“President Trump thanks law enforcement and 
fi rst responders for their quick action during this 
heinous act. He is fi ne and is being checked out at 
a local medical facility. More details will follow,” 
Trump campaign spokesperson Steven Cheung 
said in a statement.

Many of Trump’s most ardent supporters were 
quick to condemn the violence on social media.

“The world is evil. Praise God that President 
Trump was able to walk away on his own. Pray-
ing for complete healing and that this person is 
captured immediately,” Attorney General Ken 
Paxton wrote.

The late Marsha Valdetero’s family members, 
friends, colleagues and others gather in the 
longtime Gladewater Chamber of Commerce 
director’s memory Saturday at the intersection of 
the loop and Hwy. 271 before setting out to pick 
up litter along the two-mile stretch of the highway 
that passes through downtown Gladewater. 
“Everybody here has a connection to Marsha,” 
said the chamber’s Lois Reed, who spearheaded 
the adopt-a-highway cleanup.

Photos by James Draper

Mayor hosting town hall meeting
Gladewater’s Brandy Flanagan has set her fi rst ‘Mayor’s Town Hall Meeting’ 

for 6 p.m. Thursday, July 25 – it’s a “pivotal” kick-off alongside other city council 
members, a new outreach “dedicated to the progress and unity of our community.”

Billed as #MovingForwardTogether, the event in 
the Gladewater Former Students Association Build-
ing aims to be an open forum in which community 
members can discuss issues, ask questions and share 
their perspectives and concerns.

“Join us for an open dialogue to shape the future 
of Gladewater,” Flanagan stated, inviting questions 
in advance to mayor@cityofgladewater.com as well 
as in-person at next week’s gathering at 2509 Hen-
dricks St. “This gathering will be an opportunity to 
engage directly with city leaders and staff, addressing 
pressing issues and fostering a collaborative spirit to 
propel Gladewater forward together.”

Elected and installed in May, Flanagan is the fi rst 
woman chosen to fi ll the center seat on the dais at 
City Hall in the city’s 150-plus years. Community 

feedback and public participation were key elements in her time as a council 
member and in the recent campaign.

“Whether you have questions, ideas, or simply want to be informed, your 
presence and participation are crucial,” Flanagan added. “Let’s work as a team 
to shape the future of Gladewater.”

For more information and updates, visit tinyurl.com/GladewaterTown-
Hall240725

FLANAGAN

By Phillip Williams
Upshur County Commissioners Court on Monday fi nalized a $1,200 

pay raise for most elected county offi cials, but two commissioners said 
they won’t accept their respective salary increases.

Although the court voted 5-0 for the raises, Precinct 2 Commissioner 
Dustin Nicholson and Precinct 4 Commissioner Jay W. Miller said they 
opposed commissioners receiving a raise, and wouldn’t accept theirs. 
Nicholson said he nonetheless voted for the motion because he wasn’t 
against raising other elected offi cials’ pay, and Miller said he didn’t want 
to hold up the budget process.

County Judge Todd Tefteller, however, complained that he disapproved 
the pair rejecting their pay hikes as “We’re (court members) all way below 
the state standard” in salaries. He, Precinct 1 Commissioner Gene Dolle 
and Precinct 3 Commissioner Michael  Ashley  gave no indication they 
wouldn’t accept the increase.

The court approved raises for all elected county and county precinct 
offi cials except those who received increases under the Texas Legisla-
ture’s Senate Bill 22--Sheriff Larry Webb, and Constables Tim Barnett, 
Jason Weeks, James Casey and David Thompson.

In other business Monday in Gilmer, the court approved seeking a 
meeting with the Upshur County Appraisal District after Dolle strongly 
objected to the district’s proposed budget, which would require the county 
pay an additional $70,000 as its share of fi nancing UCAD. 

While the court was in a closed session, County Auditor Connie Wil-
liams told reporters the hike would raise the county’s total payment to 
$464,000.

“I think they’re (the district) out of control,” charged Dolle, who said 
“they’re just taking that money (given the district by taxing entities) and 
blowing it somewhere. . .They’re just having a high-heel time,” and “I 
think it’s wrong.” 

He said UCAD proposes hiking its budget by $116,000 (which Wil-
liams said was mainly to hire two new clerks), and that the district spends 
more on insuring its 12 employees than the county spends on insuring 
its 200. Dolle also questioned UCAD’s mileage expenses.

Elected officials give 
themselves $1,200 raises

Continued on Page 8

CLARK

By James Draper
Gladewater ISD Superintendent Dr. Sedric Clark resigned 

Monday night, effective Dec. 31.
Few details were immediately available 

following trustees’ regularly-scheduled 
monthly meeting July 15. There was no 
public discussion by the board members and 
little comment after the group’s unanimous 
approval of Clark’s voluntary resignation 
agreement.

The development did not come as a 
surprise to the trustees. Clark’s intent was 
included on the meeting agenda posted Friday 

afternoon – as a topic for a closed door discussion, as an action 
item on a resignation agreement and as a related vote on the 
process and selection of an interim superintendent.

Clark’s annual evaluation has been listed on trustees’ closed 
session agendas multiple times in recent months with no public 
discussion or action taken.

He’s been with Gladewater ISD seven years. Clark began his 
tenure June 1, 2017, after his offi cial hiring in late-May. He’d been 
working as principal of Mansfi eld High School in Louisiana’s 
DeSoto Parish since 2010 and previously served as principal of 
Longview ISD’s Foster Middle School.

“It has been one of the greatest joys of my career to serve 
as GISD Superintendent. I have been fortunate to work with 

great people as we’ve worked to better the lives and futures 
of the students in the district,” Clark said via a prepared state-
ment Tuesday morning. “I thank the present and past Board of 
Trustees for providing me with the opportunity to serve in the 
Gladewater Independent School District. I would also like to 
express my heartfelt appreciation to the staff and community 
for their support of the District’s programs and services during 
my term as Superintendent.

“A school district is measured by the commitment of the 
Board, staff and community to its children and their achieve-
ment. GISD is indeed so committed. I will continue to promote 
and support GISD and offer my assistance during the transfer 
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Abbott demands probe into power outages
 More than 2 million Texans lost power when Hurricane 

Beryl hit the Texas coast, and Gov. Greg Abbott wants to 
know why. The Austin American-Statesman reported Abbott 
has ordered the Public Utility Commission to conduct an im-
mediate study into why the Houston area has again been hit 
by widespread power outages.

“I want to fi nd out, was there a structural fl aw with regard 
to the electrical delivery system?” Abbott said. “Was that the 
cause of it? If so, what needs to be done to shore up, or was 
this a personnel issue of not having enough power personnel 
in all the right locations to get power back up?”

CenterPoint Energy is the primary electricity transmission 
company serving the Houston area. Its CEO, Jason Ryan, ap-
peared before the PUC last week and was questioned about 
the outages.

“To our customers that not only have power out but have 
signifi cant property damage from the trees we talked about 
coming up from the roots, our hearts go out to you and our 
hearts go out to our community,” Ryan said.

As of Sunday morning, CenterPoint’s website indicated 
461,247 customers were still without power, nearly a week 
after Beryl made landfall.

To date, 67 counties have been approved for federal disaster 
assistance, while other counties may be included as damage 
assessments are concluded. Those counties in the initial list 
are: Anderson, Angelina, Aransas, Austin, Bowie, Brazoria, 
Brazos, Burleson, Calhoun, Cameron, Camp, Cass, Chambers, 
Cherokee, Colorado, Dewitt, Fayette, Fort Bend, Freestone, 
Galveston, Goliad, Gregg, Grimes, Hardin, Harris, Harrison, 
Hidalgo, Houston, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Kenedy, Kle-
berg, Lavaca, Lee, Leon, Liberty, Madison, Marion, Matago-
rda, Milam, Montgomery, Morris, Nacogdoches, Newton, 
Nueces, Orange, Panola, Polk, Refugio, Robertson, Rusk, 
Sabine, San Augustine, San Jacinto, San Patricio, Shelby, 
Trinity, Tyler, Upshur, Victoria, Walker, Waller, Washington, 
Webb, Wharton, and Willacy. 

TFS assesses tree damage after Beryl
More than 400,000 acres of rural forestland was potentially 

affected by Hurricane Beryl, according to the Texas A&M 
Forest Service, which has closed W.G. Jones State Forest 
in Conroe until a damage assessment can be undertaken. In 
addition, hurricane force winds potentially affected  as much 
as half of Houston’s urbanized area tree coverage, the service 
reported.

“We used a combination of on-the-ground observation, 
remote sensing and Forest Inventory and Analysis data to con-
duct a tree damage assessment for rural forests in East Texas 
and the Houston metro area,” said Aaron Stottlemyer, Texas 
A&M Forest Service Forest Analytics Department Head. 

Old pipes = billions in lost gallons of water
The state’s most populous cities lost approximately 88 

billion gallons of water last year because of aging pipes and 
extreme heat, The Texas Tribune reported. Unsurprisingly, 
the city that lost the most water, according to self-reported 
audits, was Houston, the state’s largest, at 31.8 billion gallons. 
Coming in second was San Antonio, which reported losing 
19.5 billion gallons. The main factors for the losses are leaks 
and water main breaks, problems more often associated with 
smaller towns with fewer resources to maintain infrastructure, 
The Tribune reported.

“What we have right now is not sustainable [or] tenable,” 
said Jennifer Walker, National Wildlife Federation’s Texas 
Coast and Water Program director.

An Austin-based think tank, Texas 2036, predicts the state 
will need to spend more than $150 billion over the next half-
century on water infrastructure.

‘Real ID’ will be required by next May
Is your state-issued identifi cation card, such as a driver’s 

license, a Real ID? Texans have until May 2025 to fi nd out and 
comply with a federal law passed in 2005 in response to 9/11, 
the Statesman reported. The state in response began issuing 
Real ID compliant cards in 2016. These cards have a gold 
circle with an inset star located in the upper right-hand corner.

Right now, a Real ID card is not required to fl y domesti-
cally, but that will change on May 7, 2025. After that, a Real 
ID or a passport will be required to board domestic fl ights. 
Anyone renewing their driver’s license now will receive an 
idea that is Real ID-compliant. Passports are still required to 
travel beyond U.S. borders.

LET US CLEAN UP OUR MOUTHS
   Jesus warns that “out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matt.12: 

34). We need to take care of what goes on in our hearts. Proverbs 23: 7 says: “For 
as he thinketh in his heart, so is he.” In 4: 23 we are told to “keep our heart with 
all diligence for out of it are the issues of life.” Proper thoughts are necessary for 
proper speech. What we ponder in our heart will eventually come out in our speech 
and conversation. In Ephesians 4: 29 the apostle Paul wrote: “Let no unwholesome 
word proceed from your mouth but what is good to the use of edifying, that it may 
minister grace to the hearers.” The word “unwholesome” means “unfi t for use, 
worthless, corrupt, and is profi tless and of no good to anyone.” In Colossians 3:8 
he also wrote that we are “to put off abusive language out of our mouth.” Abusive 
speech refers to speech of poor taste, evil and fi lthy talking, vulgar jokes, suggestive. 
Indecent and lewd language, shameful speaking; and foulmouthed abuse. It runs the 
gamut of obscene language and coarse speech.

   We are witnessing the deterioration of speech in our society from both sexes 
and all age groups. Such says a lot about our homes and character. We desperately 
need to clean up our mouths. A good starting point is to be very careful about what 
we are putting into our hearts.

As the computer lingo says: “Garbage in, garbage out!” Don’t forget that Jesus 
warns that “You must give an account on judgment day of every idle word you speak. 
The words you say now refl ect your fate then; either you will be justifi ed by them, 
or you will be condemned” (Matt. 12: 36). New Living Translation. Think on these 
things.

Dennis C. Abernathy-White Oak Church of Christ
P. O. Box 454 - White Oak, Texas 75693- 903-736-1822-dennis.abernathy845@gmail.com. 
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THE ECONOMISTTHE ECONOMIST

Reality Check
Climate change is very real and must be dealt with, yet energy 

demand is soaring. Let’s briefl y explore the underlying dynamics. 
The sources of energy usage in the United States are changing 

rapidly. Renewables have now surpassed both coal and nuclear to 
become the third-largest source. Each of these three components 
comprises less than 9% of total consumption. About three-fourths 
of domestic energy is derived from petroleum (about 38%) or 
natural gas (36%). 

Of the almost 94 quadrillion BTUs used in the US in 2023, 
approximately 37% was for transportation, with another 35% for 
industrial purposes, 15% for residential needs, and 13% for com-
mercial enterprises. 

Petroleum has been the most-consumed fuel in the country since 
it passed coal 73 years ago. However, it is currently at levels fi rst 
achieved in the 1950s and remains well below 2005’s peak. Con-
versely, natural gas reliance has surged, thanks largely to its usage 
in electric power generation. Renewables are on the rise (though 
not as quickly as natural gas), nuclear has been basically fl at for 
decades, and coal has fallen rapidly (by half) over the past 20 years. 

It should be remembered that petroleum products include not 
only fuels (gasoline, diesel, jet fuel, and propane), but also industrial 
chemicals, plastics, paints, adhesives, cleaning products, lubricants, 
synthetic fi bers, and some pharmaceuticals (to name but a few). 
These essential items are used across the economy and by industries 
and households alike. 

Natural gas is also crucial to our quality of life. Since overtaking 
coal in usage in the 1950s, supplies have increased in response to 

The Best of The Best of 
Suzanne Suzanne 
BardwellBardwell

We need a leap of faith…
The world was on fi re. Or at least it felt that way. In 1968 the 

gates of chaos were fl ung open with the assassination of Martin 
Luther King Jr. and Robert Kennedy. The Tet Offensive body 
bags and reports of the My Lai massacre were a part of the 
dinner hour evening news.

The 1968 Democratic National Convention in Chicago saw 
an anti-establishment riot in the streets. Our daily vocabulary 
was fi lled with references to the Ho Chi Minh Trail, Black 
Panthers, SDS, Weathermen, domestic terrorism and hijackings. 
There were serial killers, the Cold War was icy and the future 
looked grim indeed. 

Then 1969 rolled around and the New York Jets under a cocky 
Joe Namath took what was thought to be a sure Super Bowl 
cham- pionship from the Baltimore Colts. Elvis Presley made 
a successful comeback, “Peanuts” debuted as a television series 
and murderers James Earl Ray and Sirhan Sirhan saw justice.

And then the world seemed to stop. Still. On July 16, Apollo 
11 with Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins were 
shot into space on top of a missile headed to the moon. The trio of 
adventurers fulfi lled President John F. Kennedy’s 1961 promise 
of putting a man on the moon by the end of the decade. NASA 
and a whole lot of people made that mandate fact.

From all the men we saw on television to the brilliant women 
in tucked away rooms who did the math or meticulously sewed 
the spacesuits, history was made. Not just for America but for 
mankind.

The Eagle may have landed on the lunar surface July 20, 1969 
because of American ‘want to’ and ingenuity, BUT, when Neil 
Armstrong took that step it was for everyone on Planet Earth.

“That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.”
And it was. Beyond our reckoning or imagining.
Buzz Aldrin’s words to the world two and a half hours after 

landing on the moon were: “This is the LM pilot. I’d like to take 
this opportunity to ask every person listening in, whoever and 
wherever they may be, to pause for a moment and contemplate 
the events of the past few hours and to give thanks in his or her 
own way.” Aldrin then took communion privately.

A plaque was mounted on the LM descent stage left on the 
moon that reads: “Here men from the Planet Earth fi rst set 
foot upon the Moon, July 1969 A.D. We came in peace for 
all mankind.”

Fifty-fi ve years ago the world changed. It became smaller. 
The universe bigger. Our dreams possible. And, maybe, just 
maybe, the family of man for one shining moment realized 
that we were indeed a family. That the astronauts’ lunar land-
ing site was called Tranquility Base was a stroke of genius. 
Tranquility was what we needed in the violent, unstable late 
1960s. Tranquility is what we need now as we move into the 
tech chaos of the 21st century.

So, here’s to the men and women of NASA’s space program 
who fueled my youth with possibility and whose technology 
created the world we live in today. It is time again to look be-
yond our world to the universe of possibility. The results will 
be astounding right here on Planet Earth while the future of 
mankind may once again be written among the stars.

advances in drilling technologies and the identifi cation of substan-
tial additional resources. Consumption reached a record level in 
2023, largely because of increased demand for electricity. It is also 
used extensively in fertilizer production, helping to increase crop 
yields and feed the world. 

Even as renewable sources such as wind and solar substantially 
increase capacity, meeting electric power needs will require natural 
gas-fi red generation for the foreseeable future. In Texas, for ex-
ample, the Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) recorded 
an all-time high for winter natural gas-fi red generation one cold 
night in January, and the summer record was established last year. 
With dramatic increases in power needs due to AI, crypto mining, 
and electrifi cation (ERCOT is expecting a 65% increase in peak 
demand by 2030), the challenge will only escalate. National and 
global consumption are similarly trending upward.

The sources of energy have shifted remarkably over the past 20 
years, even as climate concerns have reached a critical state and 
demand has exploded. The future will, of necessity, be characterized 
by an “all-of-the-above” strategy in which diverse forms of energy 
must be produced and consumed in an increasingly responsible 
manner, Stay safe! 
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WHAT’S HAPPENINGWHAT’S HAPPENING
Church’s ‘Boot 

Camp’ set July 27
Sit ‘Em Down Cowboy 

Church’s annual Kids for 
Christ B.O.O.T. Camp re-
turns July 27 at 231 PR 3487 
in Big Sandy.

The ‘Biblical Outlook & 
Outreach Training’ is crafted 
for children who have com-
pleted Pre-K (4 years-old) 
through those who have 
fi nished 5th grade.

The camp begins with 
registration at 8 a.m. then 
runs 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Breakfast and a hot dug 
lunch will be provided.

GW Nazarene 
Church VBS set

Gladewater Nazarene 
Church will be having its 
VBS July 22 - 25 from 5:30 
pm to 8 pm.  

They will step back in 
time at Hometown Nazareth, 
exploring what it was like to 
live  in a town where Jesus 
grew up.  Kids participate 
in a memorable Bible-times 
marketplace, sing catchy 
songs, play teamwork-build-
ing games, visit with Jesus’ 
mom, Mary, and collect 
Bible Memory Markers to 
remind them of God’s Word.  
Plus, everyone learns to 
look for evidence of God all 
around them through some-
thing called God Sightings.  
Each day concludes at Cel-
ebration - a time of upbeat 
worship that gets everyone 
involved.  Kids and adults 
at Hometown Nazareth will 
join other VBS participants 
in a hands-on mission proj-
ect called Operation Kid-
to-Kid, in which kids will 
collect money that will help 
provide clean water for kids 
in Honduras.  A meal will be 
provided each night.

Shake, rattle & Roll 
A ‘50s and ‘60s show group 

is ready to getting things 
rockin’ come August. The 
national and international 
award-winning women of 
Shake Rattle & Roll will be 
performing at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 3, at the invitation of 
Gladewater Former Students’ 
Association. Tickets are $25 
per person for the concert in 
the GFSA Building at 2509 

Hendricks St. All seats are 
General Admission, and free 
for children younger than 12. 
For more information, call 
903-845-2631.

Storytime planned
Two books will be read 

to small children Thursday, 
July 18, at both of the Upshur 
County Library’s two week-
ly “Storytime” sessions in 
Gilmer.

“The Purple Croc in an 
Orange Sock” by Sally Long-
legs, and “See You Later Croc 
A-Gator” by Imogen Shelton, 
illustrated by Alina Kralia, 
will be presented at the 10 
a.m. and 4:15 p.m. gatherings.

A allegator-related craft 
will follow each Storytime 
at the library, 702 W. Tyler 
(which is also Texas 154).

While the events are free to 
the public, children under 12 
must be accompanied by an 
adult. For more information, 
call 903-843-5001.

Upcoming roadwork
TxDOT is planning to con-

duct the following construc-
tion and maintenance work 
in the area during the weeks 
of July 15. Work schedules 
are subject to change due to 
weather conditions, equip-
ment failure, or other un-
foreseen issues. Please slow 
down and pay attention in 
work zones.

Upshur County:  
US 80 - From Wood Coun-

ty line to 0.3 miles east of SH 

155N, resurfacing road. Lane, 
shoulder closures  

SH 155 - At Lake O’ The 
Pines, replacing bridge. Lane, 
shoulder closures  

FM 993 - At West Greasy 
Creek, replacing bridge. De-
tour in place   

US 271 - From FM 726 to 
Gregg County line, roadway 
surface rehab. Lane, shoulder 
closures   

FM 993 - From Camp 
County line to FM 593, re-
surfacing road. Lane closures  

FM 1975 - From Camp 
County line to FM 993, re-
surfacing road. Lane closures   

SH 154 - From Wood 
County line to FM 1795, re-
surfacing road. Lane closures   

FM 1975 - From Camp 
County line to FM 993, re-
surfacing road. Lane closures  

FM 1795 - From FM 49 to 
Wood County line, resurfac-
ing road. Lane closures  

FM 1795 - From SH 154 
to FM 49, resurfacing road. 
Lane closures   

US 80 - From Little White 
Oak Creek to Gregg Co. line  

Gregg County:  
SH 149 - I-20 south to the 

Rusk County line
FM 2206/Harrison Road 

Phase 1 - from Loop 281 to 
Fisher Rd.

FM 2206/Harrison Road 
Phase 2 - Fisher Rd. to SH 42

High Street Bridge over 
UP Railroad - Nelson St. to 
Marion Dr.

US 259 Bypass in Kilgore - 

SH 31 to the Rusk County line

Olympic bake sale
A bake sale to help fund 

Kingston Sheffi eld’s upcom-
ing  trip to the Junior Olym-
pics in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, will be held Juuy 21 
from 1-5 p.m. at the Gladewa-
ter High School.

Handcrafted only!
That’s the fi rst piece of in-

formation – in all caps – that 
goes out to would-be vendors 
for the Gladewater Arts & 
Crafts Fair. With the 51st an-
nual event approaching Sept. 
21-22, the rule is repeated 
(again, in all caps) at the top 
of the application for a spot 
on the grounds of Broadway 
School.

Naturally, it’s a key draw 
for visitors seeking genuine 
handicrafts, everything from 
homemade furniture and de-
cor to pieces of art, jewelry, 
clothing, food, toys and more.

With setup beginning at 
5 p.m. Friday, Sept. 20, the 
event itself is set for 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. that Saturday and 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.

A 10x10-foot space at the 
festival is $70 for the two-
day event the third weekend 
in September at 200 Broad-
way Ave. Download a ven-
dor application via tinyurl.
com/2024gladewatercrafts.

Learn more at gladewater-
artsandcrafts.com and follow 
updates at facebook.com/
gladewatercrafts. 

The Gladewater Chamber of Commerce welcomed PHILLY ROB’S 
AUTHENTIC CHEESESTEAKS to the Chamber family last week at a formal 
ribbon cutting ceremony. Robert Wahl is the owner of the new eatery 
located at 905 E. Broadway.

Photo by Darla Ferguson
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KELLIE NICHOL SHIPP
Funeral services for Kellie Nichol Shipp, 29, of Glade-

water were held Saturday, July 13, 2024, in the Chapel of 
McWhorter Funeral Home with Michael Sparks offi ciating. 

Interment to follow at Rosedale Cem-
etery. The visitation was held 6 – 8 pm, 
Friday July 12, 2024. Kellie was born 
November 29, 1994, in Longview, to 
Gary Don Shipp and Stacey Lynn Rog-
ers and passed from this life on July 10, 
2024, in Gladewater.

Those left to cherish her memory 
are her parents, Pete and Pickle Dheil; 

brother, Taylor Shipp (Summer); uncle, Joe Rogers; aunts, 
Tony Rogers, Debra Shipp, Tracey Dheil, Nicky Sparks 
Young, and Pam Bridwell; uncle and aunt James Paul and 
Lynnda Shipp; uncle and aunt, Mark and Danielle Dheil; 
nieces and nephews, Paxton and Welles Shipp, Connor and 
Dutton Richey, and Grady Carter; nieces, Kaitlyn and Molly 
Carter; very special life long friends, Miranda Carter and 
Aspen Ritchey.

She was preceded in death by her father, Gary Don Shipp; 
grandparents, Benny and Clara Rogers; grandmother, Loma 
Shipp; uncle, Bobby Rogers; and her cousin, and Scott 
Sparks.

 Pallbearers were Cody Hester, Patrick Randolph, Taylor 
Fielden, Brad Carter, Stan Jones, and Tyler Sparks.

 Honorary pallbearers were Gladewater Rodeo Associa-
tion Directors.

 Please visit Kellie’s online registration book at www.
mcwhorterfh.com to leave a memory for the family.

MICHELLE JANE SORRELLS
 Memorial services for Michelle Jane Sorrells, 69, of 

Gladewater, will be held at 2:00 pm, Friday, July 19, 2024, 
at Gladewater Bible Church with Luke Kimbley offi ciating. 

Arrangements are under the direction of 
McWhorter Funeral Home. Michelle 
was born on November 10, 1954, in 
Detroit, Michigan, to Otho Spencer 
and Mary Elaine Rucker Spencer and 
passed from this life on July 10, 2024, 
in Houston.

Michelle married David Sorrells on 
April 8, 1975, at Gladewater Bible 

Church and had 49 years of marriage. She retired as a reg-
istered nurse from Good Shepherd Hospital after 40 years. 
She was a member of the Baptist faith. Michelle proudly 
served our country as a sergeant in the United States Army.

Those left to cherish her memory are her husband, David 
Sorrells; daughter, Angie Simon (Isaiah); son, David Ryan 
Sorrells (Dixie); sister, Lizzy Blankenship (Donnie); brother 
Jeb Spencer (Caryl); grandchildren, Gavin Kersh, Chris 
Simon, Alyssa Simon, Mason Simon, and Aaron Sorrells; 
and many nieces and nephews.

She was preceded in death by her parents, Otho “Dink” 
and Mary Elaine Spencer.

Please visit Michelle’s online registration book at www.
mcwhorterfh.com to leave a memory for the family.

Gladewater City Clerk Judy Van Houten shakes heads with Gladewater Police Department’s newest 
officers, Elizabeth Chacon and Shaun Smith. “Please join us in giving them a warm welcome!” GPD 
announced. “We look forward to seeing the positive impact they will make in our community.”

(SEE MORE SUPPLY LISTS AT: https://www.ugisd.org/)

James and Logan Cloud, sons of Gladewater 
Rotarian Sam Cloud (center) and piano students 
of Rotarian Darren Richardson (left), pose 
alongside Rotary President Darla Ferguson July 
11 after performing at the club’s Thursday 
luncheon.

With TxDOT’s planned 
highway widening loom-
ing closer, the demolition of 
Donnelly’s Liquor Store is 
on the calendar – the store’s 
proprietor is getting out of 
the way sooner, rather than 
later, while staying in the same 
general area.

When Gladewater City 
Council members meet Thurs-
day evening, their July agenda 
includes a public hearing and 
vote on a Specifi c Use Permit 
for a Package Store Permit for 
Manjeet Ghuman. Currently, 
Ghuman is operating at 1700 
N. Main Street – the council’s 
green light would pave the 
way to move the business 
across the highway.

The SUP is the fi rst item 
up Thursday night after the 
council’s standard opening 
items including the mayor’s 
comments, the city manager’s 
report, citizen comments and 
typical consent agenda issues.

Later, the council is sched-
uled to revisit their previous 
meeting’s discussion about 
the city’s vacant building 
ordinance update – or, rather, 
the lack thereof. For this ses-

sion, the council will consider 
appointing a committee to re-
view and recommend changes 
to local regulations in order 
to mitigate the number of 
local commercial buildings 
in limbo due to absentee, 
inactive and/or unresponsive 
property owners.

The council is also set for 
an executive session evalu-
ation of interim Gladewater 
City Manager Charlie Smith. 
They’ll reconvene into open 
session before taking any 
relevant action. This summer 
marks two years since Smith 
took the reins at City Hall.

Council to discuss vacant building 

Continued from Page 1

GISD Superintendent 
hands in resignation

of leadership.”
Monday evening, the board and superintendent adjourned 

to closed session at 6:30 p.m. and remained sequestered until 
7:15 p.m. In addition to Clark’s resignation and an ostensibly 
routine discussion of private personnel matters, the executive 
session agenda included confi dential consultation with the school 
district’s attorney.

Upon their return to open session, Clark updated the board 
on recent resignations and hires before the elected offi cials’ 
6-0 acceptance of his voluntary resignation agreement. (Board 
Secretary Danielle Budro was absent.) The trustees authorized 
GISD Board President Chris Thompson to negotiate the fi nal 
terms of the resignation agreement with Clark and to sign the 
completed document.

Before adjourning for the night, the group approved an as-yet 
unspecifi ed process to select an interim superintendent.

According to Thompson, “We’re going to call a couple of 
people tomorrow. They’ve helped us out in the past. We’ll see 
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TexSCAN Week of 
July 14-20, 2024

CHARITY
Donate your car, truck, boat, RV and more to support 
our veterans! Schedule a FAST, FREE vehicle pickup 
and receive a top tax deduction! Call Veteran Car 
Donations at 1-855-808-4152 today!

CELLULAR PHONE SERVICE
Switch and save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk 
and text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide 
coverage. 100% U.S. based customer service. For more 
information, call 855-493-3803.

ENERGY
Backup power – peace of mind. Get a standard 
warranty of 7 years, $849 value. Call 888-925-0261, 
Briggs & Stratton Energy Solutions.

Prepare for power outages today with a Generac 
Home Standby Generator. Act now to receive a FREE 
5-Year warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 1-855-
704-8579 today to schedule a free quote. It’s not just a 
generator. It’s a power move.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as one day. For a limited time, 
waving ALL installation costs! (Additional terms 
apply. Subject to change and vary by dealer. (Offer 
ends 8/25/24.) Call 1-855-965-0841.

EVENT
The Great Texas Mosquito Festival – July 25-27, 
Clute Municipal Park, Clute, TX. Live music, carnival, 
tournaments, mosquito chase 5K, petting zoo, vendors, 
BBQ cook off and more, mosquitofestival.com.

LEGAL ASSISTANCE
Wesley Financial Group, LLC Timeshare Cancellation 
Experts. Over $50,000,000 in timeshare debt and fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get free informational package 
and learn how to get rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive reviews. Call 
855-501-6864.

MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. 
Free information kit! Call 866-747-9983.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Coverage for 400 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the details! 1-855-901-0467 
www.dental50plus.com/txpress #6258

OIL & GAS RIGHTS

We buy oil, gas & mineral rights. Both non-producing 
and producing including Non-Participating Royalty 
Interest (NPRI). Provide us your desired price for an 
offer evaluation. Call today: 806-620-1422. Lobo 
Minerals, LLC, PO Box 1800, Lubbock, TX 79408-
1800, LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com.

WATER DAMAGE
WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  
A small amount of water can lead to major damage 
in your home. Our trusted professionals do complete 
repairs to protect your family and your home’s value! 
Call 24/7: 1-877-727-3027. Have zip code of service 
location ready when you call!  

Texas Press Statewide Classified Network 
200 Participating Texas Newspapers • Regional Ads

Start At $250 • Email ads@texaspress.com
NOTICE: While most advertisers are reputable, we cannot guarantee products or services advertised. We 
urge readers to use caution and when in doubt, contact the Texas Attorney General at 800-621-0508 or the 
Federal Trade Commission at 877-FTC-HELP. The FTC web site is www.ftc.gov/bizop.

OUT OF DATE RECORDS TO BE DESTROYED
The Upshur County Shared Service Arrangement (UCSSA) which is 
comprised of the Big Sandy, Gilmer, Gladewater, Harmony, New Di-
ana, Union Grove, and Union Hill Independent School Districts, pro-
poses to destroy all out-of-date Special Education records contained 
in the eligibility folders of students who were dismissed from the pro-
gram through July, 2017. Also included in this purging will be records 
of students who were tested and did not qualify for special education 
services as well as records of those who qualified but were not placed. 
These records are presently maintained in the UCSSA office located 
at 406 N Bledsoe Street, Gilmer, TX. 75644, and include referral in-
formation, educational, psychological, medical, admission review and 
dismissal committee minutes, individual educational plans, and class-
room observation data. It is our responsibility to inform you that these 
records may be needed for social security benefits or other purposes 
and that it may be to your benefit to obtain them. Those who prefer that 
their records not be destroyed should send a written request to: Chelle 
Hammond, Compliance Specialist or Angie Hargett, Office Manager, 
Upshur County Shared Service Arrangement, 406 N Bledsoe, Gilmer, 
TX. 75644 before September 1, 2024. For additional information, call 
(903) 843-5575.

WE BUY OIL, GAS, & 
MINERAL RIGHTS

Both non-producing and producing 
including Non-Participating Royalty Interest (NPRI)
Provide us your desired price for an offer evaluation.

CALL TODAY: 806.620.1422    
LOBO MINERALS, LLC
PO Box 1800 • Lubbock, TX 79408-1800
LoboMineralsLLC@gmail.com

CALL NOW

855.965.0841

YOUR BATHROOM.  YOUR WAY. 
IN AS LITTLE AS 

ONE DAY

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs
Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 
and vary by dealer. Expires 8/25/2024.

In accordance with Chapters 501 and 
505 of the Texas Local Government Code, no-
tice is hereby published regarding the planned 
expenditure of Type B sales tax proceeds on 
an eligible project, as defined in chapters 501 
and 505 of the Texas Local Government Code.

The White Oak Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and the White Oak City 
Council has approved an incentive to install 
twelve taps on Sanders, to Thompson Build-
ers LLC; for the purpose of completing the 
building project. WOEDCO will reimburse the 
city for the costs.

The White Oak Economic Develop-
ment Corporation and the White Oak City 
Council has approved an incentive to extend 
the sewer line on Superior Rd, to White Oak 
Radiator Service, Inc; for the purpose of sup-
plyingcity wastewater service, WOEDCO will 
reimburse the city for the expense.

Funding for said project shall occur af-
ter the expiration of 60 days from the date of 
newspaper publication of this notice.

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

The City of Gladewater is requesting pro-
posals from qualified individuals or busi-
nesses to operate a Lake Store / Bait Shop 
located at 1604 Lakeshore Dr., in Gladewa-
ter, Texas. Please visit our website at www.
cityofgladewater.com for more information 
and full proposal preparation instructions. 
Proposals will be received until 2:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, August 29, 2024, at Glade-
water City Hall, 519 E. Broadway Avenue, 
Gladewater, Texas 75647.

Gladewater is an equal opportunity employ-
ment provider and does not discriminate 
based onrace, color, national origin, gender, 
religion, age, or disability in employment or 
the provision of services.

REQUEST 
FOR PROPOSAL

LAKE STORE
  BAIT SHOP

BARRELS FOR 
SALE

55 GAL DRUMS 2 FOR $15
CUT OUT TOPS $10

CONTAINER BARRELS 
WITH LIDS & SEAL

2 FOR $25
2 ½ MILES S 155 OF 

GILMER
903-841-0564

Hounds and high temperatures are just two of the potential 
hazards facing letter carriers every day.

The United States Postal Service recorded 411 dog-bite 
incidents in Texas in 2023, leaving it second only to Cali-
fornia (727) for the second year in a row. 

A USPS spokesperson had no immediate data on incidents 
in Gladewater and White Oak. Houston saw the greatest 
number of carriers menaced by dogs in 2023 with 56 reported 
incidents, followed by Dallas (39), San Antonio (26) and 
Fort Worth (23).

According to USPS, when it comes to unsecured dogs, 
“All it takes is one interaction for a letter carrier to pos-
sibly suffer an injury. The U.S. Postal Service consistently 
encourages responsible pet ownership. The national dog 
bite campaign is an effort to promote dog bite awareness to 
keep our customers, their dogs and letter carriers safe while 
delivering the mail.”

Carriers are trained to remember all dogs, even nonaggres-
sive ones, can bite. The ‘dog vs. mailman’ trope goes way.

“Dogs are generally protective of their turf and dog owners 
have an important responsibility to control them to ensure 
safe mail delivery,” USPS reported. “Most people know the 
approximate time their letter carrier arrives every day. Secur-
ing your dog before the carrier approaches your property will 

minimize any potentially dangerous interactions.
“Pet owners also should remind children not to take mail 

directly from a letter carrier as the dog may view the carrier 
as a threat to the child.” 

According to USPS reports, the average cost per insurance 
claim for a dog bite is $64,555. 

“When a postal employee suffers an injury, the owner 
could be responsible for medical bills, lost wages, uniform 
replacement costs, and pain and suffering for the employee.”

Another high-hazard for postal employees during the sum-
mer is, of course, the heat – especially in Texas.

USPS works to keep carriers safe during dog(bite) days of summer
Meanwhile, “Our carriers deliver the mail throughout the 

year during varying temperatures and climatic conditions,” 
according to Debra Jean Fetterly, USPS spokesperson for 
Texas 1 District. “This includes during the summer months 
when the temperatures rise throughout the country.”

According to Fetterly, carriers are reminded to ensure 
they’re hydrated, wear appropriate clothing, including hats, 
get in the shade whenever possible, and to take suffi cient 
amounts of water and ice with them out on their routes. Car-
riers are further instructed to contact 911 if they experience 
any symptoms of heat exhaustion or heat stroke.

Top 10 Dog Bite States:
State    2023 2022
CALIFORNIA   727 675
TEXAS    411 404
OHIO    359 311
PENNSYLVANIA  334 313
ILLINOIS   316 245
NEW YORK   296 321
FLORIDA   193 220
NORTH CAROLINA  185 146
MICHIGAN   183 206
MISSOURI   180 166

Top 10 Dog Bite Cities in Texas:
City    2023 Rank
HOUSTON   56 1
DALLAS   39 2
SAN ANTONIO   26 3
FORT WORTH   23 4
CORPUS CHRISTI  15 5
EL PASO   14 6
AMARILLO   10 7
AUSTIN   8 8
GRAND PRAIRIE  7 T-9
GARLAND   7 T-9
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“Coot’s Corner”
By Coot Putley

This may sound like the 
old man shouting “get off 
my lawn” but I need to get 
something off my chest.  I 
love to attend live sport-
ing events.  I have noticed 
something happening that 
really bothers me.

It is a tradition to play 
or sing the “Star Spangled 
Banner” before a game.  
That song deserves respect 
and should be treated that 
way.  I don’t appreciate it 
when someone takes so 
much liberty with it that 
you can’t recognize the 
tune or understand their 
“interpretation” of the 
lyrics.  Just say or play the 

RESPECT ...
anthem and let us reflect 
on its meaning.  We are 
able to attend a ballgame 
because we live in the land 
of the free.

Some have decided to 
express fan loyalties dur-
ing this song.  The first 
time I observed this prac-
t ice was in Balt imore.  
Many in the crowd yell 
“O” to honor the Orioles.  
Lately people in the me-
troplex have begun to 
yell  “STARS” to show 
their support for the local 
hockey team.  I appreciate 
their loyalty, but there is 
a better way to express it 
than to be disruptive dur-

ing the presentation of our 
national anthem.  

Sadly, some don’t even 
appear to notice the song 
is playing.  They just go 
on walking to their seats or 
getting their concessions or 
talking and laughing.  So, I 
have a request for you.  The 
next time you’re at a ball-
game or anywhere else the 
“Star Spangled Banner” is 
playing, please stop what-
ever else you’re doing.  Put 
your hand over your heart 
and be grateful for a few 
minutes for the sacrifices 
others have made for you.

That’s one man’s opinion 
– what’s yours?

Sports Roundup ...

The City of Gladewater recently provided the final amount needed to build 
the Gladewater Pickleball Courts at Lake Gladewater. Renovations are 
underway and hopefully will be completed in a few weeks. Donations are  
also being accepting for park maintenance and upgrades. If you wish to 
donate please reach out to Tyler Sorrells or Adam Pugliese.

White Oak’s  Larkin 
Daniels for being 
named TSWA All-State 
1st Team Pitcher for 
3A and Addison 
“Mac”McClanahan was 
also named TSWA All-
State Honorable 
Mention for 3A.

Gladewater Primary School

ECSE

2 Dry Erase Markers
8 Glue Sticks
1 Bottle of Elmer’s Glue
1 package multi-colored 
construction paper
1 Plastic School Box
4 Boxes of Kleenex
1 Box of Ziploc Bags (Gallon 
Size)
2 Boxes of 8 Count Jumbo 
Crayons
1 Spiral Notebook
3 Poly Folders with Brads and 
Pockets
2 Packages Baby Wipes
1 new package of Diapers or 
underwear and more as Needed
1 Set of Extra Clothes
2 bottles of hand sanitizer
2 Ticonderoga beginner pencils
Clear or Mesh Backpack (no 
wheels)
Reusable Water Bottle

Pre-K 

4 Box Crayons (Crayola Brand)
1 Package Multi-Color 
Construction Paper
8 Glue Sticks (Eimers Purple)
2 Packs of Dry Erase Markers 
(Black)
2 Spiral Notebooks (Wide Rule)
1 Plastic School Supply Box
1 Pair of Round Tip Scissors
4 Cans of Playdough (Play-Doh 
Brand)
2 Poly folders with Pockets and 
Brads (Plastic) 
1 Bottle of Elmer’s Liquid Glue
1 Box of WaterColors ( 8 Colors)
1 Plastic Nap Mat and Blanket
1 Extra Set of Clothes

Girls 
1 Package of Baby Wipes
1 Box of Ziploc Bags (Gallon 
Size)
2 Boxes of Kleenex
1 Black Sharpie Marker

Boys 
1 Package of Disinfecting Wipes
1 Box of Ziploc Bags (Quart Size)
2 Boxes of Kleenex
1 Can of Shaving Cream (NOT 
GEL)

Kindergarten

6 boxes of Crayola brand crayons 
(24 count) 
2 12-count boxes of #2 pencils 
(USA or Ticonderoga preferred) 
20 Elmer’s glue sticks 
Fiskars scissors for kids (blunt tip 
- metal blades) 
Plastic supply box with snap 
close lid 
3 boxes of Kleenex 
Crayola brand watercolors (8 
colors) 
6 cans of PlayDoh 
10 black dry erase markers 
2 Crayola markers (basic colors, 
broad tip) 
2 magic erasers 
1 1-inch binder with clear outer 
pocket 
Zippered binder pouch 
2 plastic folders with brads 
Transparent backpack (large 
enough for a folder/binder) 
Over the ear headphones (no 
wireless) 
Change of clothes (seasonal; 

including underwear and socks; 
to be kept at school) 
Primary journal for grades K-2 
(with lines and story space) 

Boys: 1 box of gallon Ziploc bags, 
1 box of sandwich ziploc bags 
Girls: 1 box of quart Ziploc, 1 
package baby wipes 

First Grade 

2 Primary journals with the box 
for pictures 
2 Composition notebooks 
4 Boxes Crayola Crayons (24 
Count) 
48 Pencils 
1 1-inch binder 
2 Boxes Kleenex 
2 Rolls of paper towels 
1 Plastic School Box with Snap 
Lid 
8 Elmer’s Glue Sticks (no bottle 
glue or scented glue sticks) 
2 Packages of black dry-erase 
markers 
1 Dry-erase eraser 
1 Pair Fiskars 7 Inch Scissors 
2 Pink erasers 
4 Plain folders with pockets and 
brads (red, yellow, blue, green) 
1 Pkg Baby wipes 
5 Highlighters: green, pink, 
yellow, orange, blue 
1 Clear or Mesh backpack 

Girls: 1-quart size Ziploc bags 
Boys: 1-gallon size Ziploc bags 

Weldon Elementary School

*ATHLETIC/RUNNING SHOES 
(FOR GYM)*
**BACKPACKS MUST BE 
CLEAR OR MESH** 

2nd Grade

60 # 2 Pencils 
4 Boxes 24 count Crayons 
1 Box Markers 
1 Pair Scissors 
8 Glue Sticks 
1 Plastic Supply Box 
4 Vinyl Folders with Brads and 
Pockets 
4 Composition Books 
1 Pair Over the Ear Headphones 
4 Box of Kleenex 
6 Expo Markers 
1 Pack Highlighters 
1 Pack Cap Erasers 

Boys: I Box Quart Baggies 
Girls: I Box Gallon Baggies 

3rd Grade

60 #2 Pencils 
2 Box 24 count Crayons 
1 Boxes of Markers 
1 Box Colored Pencils 
2 Pair Sharp Point Scissors 8 
Glue Sticks 
1 Pencil Pouch 
1 Pack of highlighters 
1 Pack dry erase markers 
4 Vinyl Folders with Brads and 
Pockets 
2 Packages cap erasers 6 
Composition Books 
2 Packages Wide Ruled 
Notebook Paper 
2 Pairs Headphones 
1 Box Gallon Baggies 

Boys: I Roll Paper Towels 

Gladewater ISD 2024-2025 School Supply Lists
Girls: 2 Box Kleenex 

4th Grade

60 # 2 Pencils 
2 Box 24 count Crayons 
1 Box Markers 
1 Box Colored Pencils 
2 Pack Highlighters 
4 Large Erasers 
1 Pair Sharp Point Scissors 4 
Large Glue Sticks 
1 Pencil Pouch 
1 Pack Dry erase markers 
3 Vinyl Folders with Brads and 
Pockets 
6 Composition Books 
3 One Inch Binders 
2 Packages Wide Ruled 
Notebook Paper 
2 Pairs Headphones 
3 Boxes of Kleenex 

Boys: 1 Box Quart Baggies 
Girls: 1 Box Gallon Baggies 

5th Grade

60 # 2 Pencils 
1 Box 24 count Crayons 
2 Box Colored Pencils 
1 Pair Sharp Point Scissors 
4 Large Glue Sticks 
1 Pencil Pouch 
6 Vinyl Folders with Brads and 
Pockets 
2 packages cap erasers 
6 Composition Books 
2 One Inch Binder 
4 Packages Wide Ruled 
Notebook Paper 
2 Pairs Headphones 
3 Boxes of Kleenex 
1 Package of 6 Dividers 

Boys: 1 Box Quart Baggies 
Girls: 1 Box Gallons Baggies 

Gladewater Middle School

**BACKPACKS MUST BE 
CLEAR OR MESH** 

ELAR – ALL GRADE LEVELS 
Notebook Paper (2) 
Composition Books (2) 
Pencils (4 packs)
Pencil Sharpener 
Kleenex (2) 
Glue Sticks (4)
Erasers 
Ear Buds

SCIENCE - ALL GRADE 
LEVELS

Composition notebook
2 glue sticks

MATH-6TH & 8TH GR. 
Composition Notebook 
Red pens 
Colored pencils 
Notebook paper 
#2 pencils 
Highlighters 
Glue sticks (12) 
Ear Buds 

MATH – 7th GR. 
3 in. 3-ring binder 
Dividers 
Notebook paper 
#2 Pencils 
Highlighters 
Colored pencils
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See Answers On This Page
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TEXAS
CROSSWORD

by Charley & Guy Orbison

ACROSS

DOWN

  1  TX Daniels who 
      starred in 1931   
      film, “The Maltese
      Falcon”
  5  what a panhandle
      road does in a
      winter storm
  6  TX Dabney 1987 
      sitcom: “The ____
      Maxwell Story”
  7  Houston or Dallas
  8  “___ and downs”
  9  Alamo 
      commander, 
      Travis (init.)
12  bumper sticker:
      “No _____ But
      Texas”
17  Reba sang “__ 
      _____ Life Out
      There”
19  TXism: “___  __  _
      Cadillac bumper”
21  one way to spell
      the capital of Iran
22  TXism: “useless
      as a screen ____
      __ a subarine”
23  “I ___  ___ news”
28  in Concho County
      on U.S. 83/87
29  once an apt AM 
      station in Post, TX
30  historic “______ 
      Farm & Ranch” in
      Corpus Christi
31  a few of the 
      thinnest coins
35  WWII atomic 
      bomber: _____
      Gay
36  TXism: “green __
      ____  _____”
42  “Popeye the 
      ______  ___”
44  Mayberry’s Pyle
46  TX Orbison’s early
      group (2 wds.)

  1  TXism for “waitress”
      (2 wds.)
  2  Texas was 1st state
      to see this in 2024
  3  Luka _____  ___
      buzzer with a last
      second basket
  4  this Cecil stole a
      mess of bases for
      Rangers (1987-90)
  9  TXism: “____ seein’
      eye to eye” (agree)

48  TXism: “a good man
      not __  ____ with”
      (mean)
49  Texas soda: 
      __ Pepper
50  built in 1965, Astros
      had the first stadium
      with this
51  Texas pro teams
      hear the ____ of the
      crowd

52  “Big Apple” (abbr.)
53  Waller of 1949 film
      “Bandit Kings of
      Texas”
54  TXism: “____ as a
      bug’s ear”
56  Grand ___ Opry
57  TXism: “the fur 
      ___ flying”
58  graduating class
      members (abbr.)

10  TXism: “you’re
      _______  __ 
      ____” (interfering)
11  ___ gallon hat
12  degree held by
      most Texas profs.
13  TX Strait’s “You
      ____  __  ____ in
      Love” (1983)
14  “Pop _  ___” was
      first recorded by
      TX Nat Stuckey
15  Texas Pulitzer-
      winning journalist,
      Brown
16  “those” in Mexico
18  TXism: “___ argue
      with a fence post”
20  TXism: “bat ___
      eyelash” (blink)
23  George of “The
      Dirty Dozen” with 
      TX Trini Lopez (init.)

24  hole in ___ at
      Colonial Country
      Club
25  Sam Houston
      statue weighs 25
      of these
26  gas swell in cattle
27  D-Day, an invasion
      of ______ forces
32  TXism: “cashed __
      his chips” (died)
33  __ Pleasant (abbr.)
34  TXism: “size ‘__
      up”

36  Noah’s boat
37  TXism: “just a 
      ____-gen” 
      (small amount)
38  Denzel 2004 thriller:
      “___  __ Fire”
39  wanderer
40  nail file abrasive
41  TXism: “is the
      pope Catholic?”
43  TX Buddy Holly
      hit: “Rave __”
45  former Cowboy
      Staubach (init.)
47  nonreligious
48  pecan is the state
      ____
55  actress Harper of
      Texas-based film
      “No Country for
      Old Men” (2007)
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Monday-Friday 
7 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday 
8 a.m.-noon

Thomas Cash, Owner
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 Solution
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BAPTIST 
Calvary Baptist • 903-845-6297 

Clarksville City Baptist • 903-845-3248 
Cornerstone Church • 903-918-5539 

East Mountain Baptist • 903-759-2820 
Eastview Baptist Church • 903-984-8524 

First Baptist Church • 903-845-2171 
Friendship Baptist Church • 903-845-4603 

Gladeview Baptist • 903-845-3842 
Gladewater Missionary Baptist • 903-845-5174 

Grace Baptist • 903-845-6440 
Greater New Hope Baptist 

Locust Grove Baptist • 903-845-5174 
Gladewater Bible • 903-845-4768 
New Hope Baptist • 903-845-3042 
St. James Baptist • 903-845-5028 

Union Grove Baptist • 903-845-4894
Olde Tyme Baptist Church • 903-806-2411 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
East Mountain Church of Christ * 903-285-1871

North Loop Church of Christ • 903-845-2531 
North Main Church of Christ • 903-845-2816 

Rocky Church of Christ 
CATHOLIC 

St. Theresa’s Catholic Church • 903-845-2306 
CHARISMATIC

New Life Church • 903-845-8108 
LUTHERAN 

Our Redeemer Lutheran • 903-758-2019 
CHURCH OF GOD 

Elevate Worship Center • 903-374-2064 
NAZARENE 

Church of the Nazarene • 903-845-4425 
METHODIST 

First Methodist Church Gladewater • 903-845-2565 
McCrary’s Chapel United Methodist

New Mountain CME Church • 903-845-1175 
Starrville Methodist • 903-877-4040 

Union Temple CME Methodist • 903-845-1050
White Oak United Methodist Church • 281-682-3397 

NON-DENOMINATIONAL 

New Life Fellowship Church • 903-261-4227 
Gladewater Bible Church • 903-445-7234 
Grace Tabernacle Church • 903-309-8801 

PENTECOSTAL
First United Pentecostal • 903-845-2922 

Northside Pentecostal 
Abundant Life Temple • 903-845-6043 

Southern Pentecostal Church (Starrville) 
PRESBYTERIAN 

First Presbyterian • 903-845-2905
Full Gospel Fellowship 

Gladewater Revival Church 
Living Hope Fellowship • 903-261-2023 

Love of God Church • 903-845-2623 
Union Temple CME Church • 903-845-1050 

OTHER 
Starrville Church of the Living God • 903-877-3220 

Friendship Community Church 
Full Faith Holiness• 903-845-8195

Pastor Steven Zanjter

Gladewater
MirrorMirror

“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”“Your Hometown Newspaper Since 1928”

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 855-704-8579  
to schedule your free quote!

Summer safety tips 
Stay hydrated: Drink plenty of water and keep yourself 

and your family members well-hydrated, especially during 
hot summer days. These are important tips offered by the 
Texas A&M Forest Service.

● Sun protection: Apply sunscreen with a high SPF before 
going outside and reapply as needed. Wear hats, sunglasses, 
and light clothing to protect yourself from harmful UV rays.

● Fire safety: Be cautious when using grills, fi re pits, or 
outdoor cooking equipment. Keep them away from fl am-
mable materials, and never leave them unattended.

● Pest control: Summer brings out insects and pests, so 
make sure to keep your home clean and free from food de-
bris. Seal cracks and crevices to prevent them from entering.

● Stay informed: Stay updated on weather forecasts, 
especially during severe weather conditions. Follow local 
news or use reliable weather apps to receive timely alerts.

● Enjoy the summer responsibly: Have fun, relax, and 
create wonderful memories, but always prioritize safety 
and take precautions to ensure a happy and healthy sum-
mer season! 

Remember to share these tips with your friends and family 
to keep everyone safe this summer! 
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MOBILE SERVICE

MUST CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
903-360-8392

MANICURES, PEDICURES & ACRYLIC NAILS AND TOES
@polishmeprettybydivadee

1971 S. Tyler (US 271), Gladewater
Follow us on Facebook - MammaDesigns

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

MKT-5894N-A > edwardjones.com

Partnering throughout the years to 
reach your financial goals.

Dallas D Long, CFP® 
Financial Advisor

1420 N Main St Suite 101 
Gladewater, TX 75647 
903-845-6680

GET YOUR BUSINESS NOTICED HERE!
CALL 903-845-2235   JUST $15/WEEK FOR 13 WEEKS

© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. 

855-493-3803

NO HIDDEN FEES.  
NO HIDDEN ANYTHING. 
Plans start at just $20/month.

GPD Activity ReportGPD Activity Report
CALL DATE CALL DESC CFS# CALL TIME BUSINESS NAME ADDRESS

7/7/24 MISCELLANEOUS 20243828 0:14 1105 N OLIVE OLIVE

ABANDONED 911 20243829 2:15 1226 FM 2685 FM 2685

EMS 20243830 4:20 10890 HWY 271 HWY 271

EMS 20243831 8:51 4 GARDEN LANE GARDEN LANE

DISORDERLY CONDUCT 20243832 10:04 315 TAYLOR TAYLOR ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20243833 11:00 LOOP 485 LOOP 485

EMS 20243834 11:28 288 GEORGE RICHEY GEORGE RICHEY RD

ABANDONED 911 20243835 12:15 801 N TENERY TENERY ST

EMS 20243836 14:19 271 271

THEFT 20243837 15:21 504 W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20243838 17:00 THE LOFTS OF TOWN HALL 301 W COMMERCE COMMERCE AVE

FIRE DEPT 20243839 17:26 1516 VESTA VESTA

EMS 20243840 19:00 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

FIRE DEPT 20243841 19:30 2104 PECAN PECAN ST

7/8/24 EMS 20243842 6:01 1072 FM 2685 FM 2685

ASSIST 20243843 7:23 805 COACH COOKSEY COACH COOKSEY

EMS 20243844 9:12 601 TENERY TENERY

CRIM MIS 20243845 9:22 1213 N LYNN LYNN ST

ALARM/OTHER 20243846 9:48 1700 N MAIN MAIN ST

CRIM TRESPASS 20243847 13:06 DOLLAR GENERAL 904 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

10-50 MINOR 20243848 13:43 FM 2685 FM 2685

EMS 20243849 13:51 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20243850 13:58 311 N LEE LEE ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20243851 17:12 MAIN MAIN

MISCELLANEOUS 20243852 18:12 3 MCKIAIG CIRCLE MCKIAIG CIRCLE

ALARM/OTHER 20243853 18:14 2128 WEST LAKE WEST LAKE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20243854 18:18 MIKES MINI MART 1324 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20243856 18:34 3061 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

Report Name: GPD MEDIA REPORT (BY DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_CFS_BADGE_OFFICER

Report View: CFS-BADGE-OFFICER

Report Group: CALL DATE

Report Criteria: CALL DATE {is greater than or equal to} 07/07/2024, CALL DATE {is less than or equal to} 07/14/2024, IS BACKUP {is one of} 'Y','N'

Report Date: 07/14/2024

MISCELLANEOUS 20243857 18:39 LYNN LYNN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20243859 19:00 SHELL CAMP SHELL CAMP

MISCELLANEOUS 20243860 19:05 EZ MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20243861 19:24 1106 E MARY MARY AVE

EMS 20243862 19:30 SENTINEL GARDENS 300 MONEY MONEY ST

FIRE DEPT 20243863 19:50 10310 LOCUST LOCUST RD

FIRE DEPT 20243864 20:07 185 PYEATTE PYEATTE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20243866 20:28 PHILLIPS SPRINGS PHILLIPS SPRINGS RD

FIRE DEPT 20243867 20:34 22067 CR 366 CR 366

MISCELLANEOUS 20243868 20:36 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE

ASSIST 20243869 21:07 641 PYEATT PYEATT

EMS 20243870 21:13 ECONOMY INN 701 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

FIRE DEPT 20243871 21:48 604 GAYLE GAYLE

FIRE DEPT 20243872 22:05 1500 VIOLA VIOLA E

FIRE DEPT 20243873 22:21 GEORGE RICHEY GEORGE RICHEY

7/9/24 MISCELLANEOUS 20243874 0:23 1520 E SHEPPARD SHEPPARD DR

FIRE DEPT 20243875 11:25 STARNES STARNES

ALARM/OTHER 20243876 11:28 501 N AMES AMES ST

EMS 20243877 12:30 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

10-50 MAJOR 20243878 13:01 LOOP 485 LOOP 485

ALARM/OTHER 20243879 13:17 GAY AVENUE PRIMARY SCHOOL 100 W GAY GAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20243880 16:13 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20243881 16:44 AMERICAN REAL ESTATE 1400 N MAIN MAIN ST

ALARM/OTHER 20243882 17:47 300 JORDAN JORDAN ST

EMS 20243884 20:13 MANNI'S ITALIAN KITCHEN 224 W PACIFIC PACIFIC AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20243885 21:20 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

MISCELLANEOUS 20243886 21:49 EAST LAKE DRIVE EAST LAKE DRIVE

EMS 20243887 23:44 408 JEANETTE JEANETTE

7/10/24 ANIMAL CONTROL 20243888 8:57 3077 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE

EMS 20243889 9:13 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

ABANDONED 911 20243890 12:41 ANTIQUE CAPITAL RV PARK 500 S LOOP 485 LOOP 485

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243891 13:34 300 AMES AMES

ASSIST 20243892 14:59 1504 ALICE ALICE

THEFT 20243893 16:12 300 GREGGORY GREGGORY LN

ABANDONED 911 20243894 16:51 903 E PACIFIC PACIFIC ST

ABANDONED 911 20243895 18:31 2019 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE DR

ARREST DATE ARREST DATE TIME FULL NAME RACE SEX OFFENSE LOCATION ADDRESS1

7/14/24 7/14/24 10:35 BAILEY, BRITAINI RYAN W F PUBLIC INTOXICATION 64 JULIAWOODS

7/14/24 5:11 HALE, DEANDRE B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 600 N MAIN

7/14/24 5:11 HALE, DEANDRE B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 600 N MAIN

7/14/24 5:11 HALE, DEANDRE B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 600 N MAIN

7/14/24 5:11 HALE, DEANDRE B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 600 N MAIN

7/14/24 5:11 HALE, DEANDRE B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 600 N MAIN

7/14/24 5:11 HALE, DEANDRE B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 600 N MAIN

7/14/24 5:11 HALE, DEANDRE B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 600 N MAIN

7/14/24 5:11 HALE, DEANDRE B M WARRANT (LOCAL) 600 N MAIN

Report Name: GPD ARRESTS - MEDIA RELEASE - No Juveniles (DATE RANGE)

Report Data: CTIV_BFW_ARREST_CHARGES

Report View: ARREST WITH CHARGES

Report Group: ARREST DATEReport Criteria: ARREST DATE {is greater than or equal to} 07/07/2024, ARREST DATE {is less than or equal to} 07/14/2024, JUVENILE {is not 
equal to} 'Y'

Report Date: 07/14/2024
GPD Arrest ReportGPD Arrest Report

ANIMAL CONTROL 20243896 18:37 1604 LAKE SHORE LAKE SHORE

EMS 20243897 19:48 600 WOOD WOOD ST

ABANDONED 911 20243898 19:51 515 W MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20243900 21:05 ZIPPS LIQUOR 301 E UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

CRIM MIS 20243901 21:52 503 W QUITMAN QUITMAN

EMS 20243902 22:42 LEGEND OAKS NURSING HOME 1201 FM 2685 FM 2685

MISCELLANEOUS 20243903 23:19 CEFCO 79 1109 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20243904 23:21

MISCELLANEOUS 20243905 23:56 2300 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

7/11/24 SUSPICIOUS NOISE 20243906 0:36 305 COOPER COOPER ST

EMS 20243908 10:37 1303 NELWYN NELWYN

ASSIST 20243909 12:05 GLADEWATER POLICE DEPARTMENT 511 S TYLER TYLER RD

EMS 20243910 12:17 616B JEANETTE JEANETTE

EMS 20243911 13:23 901 VESTA VESTA AVE

ASSIST 20243912 14:35 1922 SHELL SHELL CIR

EMS 20243913 15:14 GARDENS OF GLADEWATER 108 N LEE LEE ST

RECKLESS DRIVING 20243914 15:41 271 271

EMS 20243915 16:39 HUGMAN KENT CLINIC 307 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 20243916 17:45 MIKES MINI MART 1324 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

THEFT 20243917 17:49 1420 N MAIN MAIN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20243918 18:28 916 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

EMS 20243919 20:38 SKIPPERS PIER 103 N MAIN MAIN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20243920 20:51 716 CLAIR CLAIR ST

ALARM/OTHER 20243921 23:45 TEJAS CAFE 1414 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

7/12/24 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243923 4:25 MAPLE MAPLE

10-50 MINOR 20243924 7:10 SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

FIRE DEPT 20243925 15:46 15616 CR 3114 CR 3114

MISCELLANEOUS 20243926 16:41 S LOOP S LOOP

DISTURBANCE-OTHER 20243928 20:31 4411 W COMMERCE COMMERCE ST

ANIMAL CONTROL 20243929 21:02 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

ABANDONED 911 20243930 21:33 SEYMORES WILCO 1298 E BROADWAY BROADWAY AVE

7/13/24 ABANDONED 911 20243931 1:38 ECONOMY TOWING 302 S TYLER TYLER RD

ABANDONED VEHICLE 20243932 1:50 AJ S FAST STOP EXXON 1708 N MAIN MAIN ST

EMS 20243933 3:21 1401 N POINT PLEASANT POINT PLEASANT

MISCELLANEOUS 20243934 3:37 RODEO RODEO

EMS 20243935 5:44 301 VICKIE VICKIE LN

ESCORT 20243936 9:02 N MAIN MAIN ST

FOUND/LOST/RECOVERED 20243937 13:36 515 W GAY GAY AVE

MISCELLANEOUS 20243939 17:46 REGENCY INN AND SUITE 1009 E BROADWAY BROADWAY

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243940 18:59 200 MAPLE MAPLE ST

EMS 20243941 19:57 512 N FERRY FERRY ST

SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243942 20:14 522 MARSHALL MARSHALL AVE

THEFT 20243943 20:35 DONNELLYS LIQUOR 1700 N MAIN MAIN ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20243944 21:44 2025 PHILLIPS SPRINGS PHILLIPS SPRINGS

SUSPICIOUS VEHICLE 20243945 22:30 LAKE GLADEWATER 1602 LAKESHORE LAKESHORE DR

MISCELLANEOUS 20243946 22:49 111 N VILLAGE VILLAGE

7/14/24 SUSPICIOUS PERSON 20243947 1:17 EZ MART 400 W UPSHUR UPSHUR AVE

RECKLESS DRIVING 20243948 2:34 HWY 80 HWY 80

MISCELLANEOUS 20243949 4:54 DONUT BOX 607 N MAIN MAIN ST

DISTURBANCE-RESIDENCE 20243950 10:10 JULIAWOOD HOMES 64 JULIAWOODS JULIAWOODS

ALARM/OTHER 20243951 10:29 GLADEWATER HIGH SCHOOL 2201 W GAY GAY AVE

EMS 20243952 11:28 1508 N DAISY DAISY ST

SIMPLE ASSAULT "C" 20243953 11:48 502 AVALON AVALON

EMS 20243954 12:34 TRUMAN SMITH CHILDRENS CENTER 2200 W UPSHUR UPSHUR

EMS 20243955 12:48 520 MELBA MELBA AVE

EMS 20243957 13:27 1611 EAST LAKE EAST LAKE

INCIDENT - NO REPORT 20243959 14:29 1602 N RODEO RODEO ST

MISCELLANEOUS 20243960 15:44 606 W CANFIELD CANFIELD ST
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© 2024 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. For J.D. Power 2024 Wireless Customer 
Care Value Mobile Virtual Network Operator Study award information, visit jdpower.com/awards.

100% U.S. BASED  
CUSTOMER  
SUPPORT. 
All of our support  
teams are just a  
call or click away.

AWARD-WINNING 
CUSTOMER SUPPORT  
15 TIMES IN A ROW.
We’ve been ranked “#1 in  
Customer Service among 
Wireless Value MVNOs,  
15 Times in a Row.”

844-651-1213

NO HIDDEN  
FEES.
NO HIDDEN  
ANYTHING. 
FREEDOM 
CALLS. 
     
Plans start at just $20/month.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA 
C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 

86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Say “NO” to Cleaning
Out Your Gutters. 

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

THE LEAFFILTER ADVANTAGE

LET THE PROS HANDLE IT!™

BEFORE AFTER

+

We’re looking to install our 
NEXT GENERATION gutter 

guard on your home!

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We o� er fi nancing that fi ts your budget!1

Seniors + Military

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION – SCHEDULE YOUR 
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-844-928-06351-844-928-0635

1-844-928-0635
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

The University of Texas at Tyler broke ground on the expansion of the UT 
Tyler Longview University Center last week. The new facility allows for the 
expansion of bachelor’s and graduate degree programs in Longview and 
Gregg County. The LUC Groundbreaking Ceremony was conducted by 
(from left) City of Longview mayor Kristen Ishihara, UT System Board of 
Regents chairman Kevin Eltife, UT Tyler President Julie V. Philley, MD, 
Gregg County Judge Bill Stoudt, and UT Tyler LUC director Dr. Rodney Ellis.

Elected officials give 
themselves $1,200 raises

Nicholson said the dis-
trict’s proposed 5% pay raise 
for all workers except the 
chief appraiser “irks me” 
as “we’re not even giving 
that (much of a raise) to our 
(county) employees.”

Contacted for comment by 
The Mirror, the chairman of 
the UCAD board of direc-
tors, Brandon Dodd, said 
Monday that Chief Appraiser 
Amanda Thibodeaux’s pro-

posed budget was a “work 
in progress,” and that the 
board had told her it would 
have to work through “those 
items that Gene (Dolle) is up 
in arms about.”

“There are quite a few 
changes that will be in that 
budget” when the board ap-
proves it in August, Dodd 
said. “One shouldn’t jump 
to the conclusion” that the 
5% pay raises and two ad-
ditional employees would 

be approved, he said.
Dodd, who said he met 

recently with Williams, 
Dolle and Ashley, said law 
had required giving the 
initial proposed budget to 
the county by a certain date. 
He said he had assured the 
county officials the proposal 
was a work in progress, and 
that he had told Dolle in 
an “in-depth” conversation 
that “the final budget will 
be different.”

Local districts were well-represented at the 2024 Texas Future Farmers of 
America State Convention last week in Austin as White Oak ISD, Gladewater 
and Union Grove all sent delegations to Houston. WOISD’s Meredith 
Anderson was named State Champion of the Agricultural Education 
Proficiency Award. Anderson was also recognized as a Senior Ambassador, 
selected as Top Team Leader, the group earned Top Convention Team and 
17 White Oak FFA members served as Courtesy Corps members. Likewise, 
White Oak’s Barrett Williams was awarded a scholarship recognizing his 
dedication and work ethic, and four WOISD students were recognized for 
being exceptional in their Supervised Agricultural Experience, recognized 
by Texas FFA as state semi-finalists: Merritt McMahon, Kynlee Bright, Brody 
Miller and McKenzie Faust. Fourteen White Oak FFA members qualified for 
their Lone Star FFA Degree. Meanwhile, Union Grove ISD’s Jeremiah McGee 
was installed as a state officer, and three Gladewater FFA members also 
served in the Courtesy Corps.
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